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“Choose life, then, that you and 
your descendants may live, by 
loving the LORD, your God, obeying 
his voice, and holding fast to him.”  

—Deuteronomy 30:19-20
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INTRODUCTION
We have designed this activity book with you in mind. You may have used conventional 
materials to teach the Scriptures, such as textbooks about the Bible, the Old Testament, or 
the New Testament, but you are looking for something more—an approach that will take 
the Bible to a more personal level with youth. You want young people to be more actively 
engaged in seeing how the Bible relates to their lives. You want them to be as excited as you 
are about discovering what God is saying to you and them through the Scriptures. And most 
of all, you want them to read the Bible, not just read about the Bible.

Chances are you may already be familiar with The Catholic Youth Bible®, or the CYB, as it 
is called in shorthand. But in case you have not seen it or are not familiar with all the new 
additions to the CYB, here are some of its features:

 | Section Introductions are located at the beginning of each major section of the Bible and 
provide background on the books in that section.

 | Book Introductions at the beginning of most books (sometimes two or three books share 
a single introduction) give insight into each book’s central message and an overview of its 
contents.

 | Growing in Faith articles apply the Bible’s messages to relevant questions and situations 
young people may be facing now or will face in the future.

 | Searching for God articles help youth learn more about who God is, what God’s message 
is for them, and what their relationship with God can be.

 | Who Is My Neighbor? articles help youth explore their connection with and responsibility 
to others.

 | Did You Know? articles provide background from biblical scholars to help young people 
understand the culture and traditions of biblical times or the Church’s interpretation of 
certain passages.

 | Catholic Connection articles illustrate the relationship between the Bible and many Catho-
lic Christian beliefs and practices, including the seven principles of Catholic social teaching.

 | Challenge features are designed to help youth incorporate core themes of the Bible into 
their daily life. Each challenge invites young people to step out of their comfort zone and 
put faith into action.

 | Scripture Highlight features throughout the Bible beautifully illustrate some key passages 
to reflect on. Youth might even consider adding some color to make it their own.

 | The Explore the Bible section provides reading plans to help young people get started 
reading the Bible, or to identify verses for certain moments in their life, such as when 
they’re feeling anxious, overwhelmed, or grateful. These can be found just inside the back 
cover.
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 | An active learning approach invites young people to examine the Scriptures and be open 
to their message at a deeper level. For instance, youth can explore biblical passages 
through art projects, role-plays, ethical scenarios, journal entries, musical themes, and 
other forms of expression. This invites them to see both familiar and unfamiliar passages 
in a new light and to explore concepts in a new way. We cannot simply look at a passage 
or issue from a one-dimensional perspective, but must delve more deeply into it and make 
new connections. An active learning approach encourages youth to explore the complex-
ity and mystery of God’s revelation in our world now.

A Sprint through Salvation History

Young people can greatly benefit from an overview of salvation history, or at least a rough 
chronology of biblical events, learning to appreciate certain passages or books of the Bible in 
the context of “the big story.” You might consider leading an activity that will give them this 
crucial chronological, contextual background before addressing specific books or passages.
The following “sprint” through salvation history can help youth see the whole picture before 
examining the details. 

A Sample Sprint

 1.  Give the youth a copy of the handout “A Sprint through Salvation History” (p. 11). It di-
vides the story of salvation into eight sections or stages:

 1. The Founders and the Promise

 2. The Exodus of the Israelites and the Covenant

 3. Taking Over the Promised Land

 4. The Nation and the Temple

 5. The Kings and Prophets

 6. The Babylonian Exile and the Jewish Disperson

 7. More Oppressors

 8.  Jesus, the Savior

  Direct the young people all to read the entire handout as homework or in class. As they 
read, they should follow along with the time line of biblical history in the study aids near 
the back of the CYB. They should also consult the maps in the study aids.

2.  Divide the class into eight groups, and assign each group one of the stages of the journey. 
Instruct the groups each to develop an artistic expression or symbol of their assigned stage, 
which they will present to the rest of the class at the next class period. Encourage the 
youth to use their creativity. They may come up with a popular song that reminds them 
of what went on in that stage of salvation history, or they may do a pantomime of, for 
instance, the escape from Egypt during the Exodus. They may create a visual—such as a 
painting, a drawing, or a collage. They may form a “human sculpture” to express a feeling 
or a theme from their assigned stage.

3.  For the class period in which the journey takes place, if possible, set up eight stations in 
a large space such as a gym so that the young people can actually move from place to 
place to get the feel of journeying. You might be able to use parts of the whole building, 
making for a pilgrimage-type procession from one place to another.

Handout

 | The Being Catholic section offers insights into how the Catholic faith shapes how Catho-
lics read the Bible, practice faith, and understand the world. 

 | The When I’m Feeling  .  .  .  section provides Scripture verses that correspond to specific 
feelings and experiences youth may face in their daily life. 

Other Features
 |  Praying with the Psalms located at the beginning of the Book of Psalms 
 |   Color maps located at the beginning of the Book of Exodus, the Historical Books, the 
Gospels, and Acts of the Apostles 

 |  Gospel Comparison located at the beginning of the Gospels 
 |  Glossary of Scripture-related terms located in the back of the Bible
 |  Time line located in the back of the Bible 

This activity book serves the teacher, catechist, or youth minister who wants to use The 
Catholic Youth Bible® as the primary text for Scripture study. It contains the following items:

 |   learning activities for every book of the Bible, some applying to several books and 
many incorporating and extending the articles and features in the CYB

 |   twenty puzzle activities that help students review the content of specific books of the 
Bible

 |  twenty-two student handouts
 |  an index of activities listed by topic

For those who want to go beyond the conventional textbook approach to teaching the Scrip-
tures, the CYB, together with this activity book, can provide just what you need. 

The Value of Active Learning in Teaching the Scriptures

Traditionally, the Scriptures have been taught in the linguistic style that has characterized in-
struction in most disciplines. Reading the Bible, hearing lectures about its meaning, discuss-
ing questions related to the material, and writing reflections about its significance have been 
important ways that young people have learned about the word of God. This book’s goal is 
to complement that style with an active learning approach to exploring the Scriptures. The 
activities share some of the following characteristics:

 | Each person must engage in the learning process. The activities in this book invite every 
young person to interact with the scriptural text personally. In addition, the variety of 
learning styles addressed by the activities can appeal to all learners to varying degrees. 
Dramatic, artistic, and musical youth can shine, as well as those whose skills are verbal. 
The extrovert and the introvert can find activities that interest them. And the process of ac-
tive learning invites all young people to expand their gifts in those different areas and their 
understanding of how various media can enhance learning in all of life.

 | The activities in this book approach the Scriptures from the context of the lives of 
youth. The activities attempt to answer the young person’s silent question, “Why should 
I bother reading the Bible or paying attention today?” The use of contemporary music, 
television, and other media as sources for reflection on the Bible helps the Scriptures’ 
“credibility” with teens. The connection of the Scriptures to issues of emotional develop-
ment, friendship, family, society and world, and personal future helps youth relate a piece 
of writing from two thousand years ago with things that happen in their daily lives. You 
can help by narrowing and adapting the context of the activities as much as necessary to 
address the specific questions of youth where you are.
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 | An active learning approach invites young people to examine the Scriptures and be open 
to their message at a deeper level. For instance, youth can explore biblical passages 
through art projects, role-plays, ethical scenarios, journal entries, musical themes, and 
other forms of expression. This invites them to see both familiar and unfamiliar passages 
in a new light and to explore concepts in a new way. We cannot simply look at a passage 
or issue from a one-dimensional perspective, but must delve more deeply into it and make 
new connections. An active learning approach encourages youth to explore the complex-
ity and mystery of God’s revelation in our world now.

A Sprint through Salvation History

Young people can greatly benefit from an overview of salvation history, or at least a rough 
chronology of biblical events, learning to appreciate certain passages or books of the Bible in 
the context of “the big story.” You might consider leading an activity that will give them this 
crucial chronological, contextual background before addressing specific books or passages.
The following “sprint” through salvation history can help youth see the whole picture before 
examining the details. 

A Sample Sprint

 1.  Give the youth a copy of the handout “A Sprint through Salvation History” (p. 11). It di-
vides the story of salvation into eight sections or stages:

 1. The Founders and the Promise

 2. The Exodus of the Israelites and the Covenant

 3. Taking Over the Promised Land

 4. The Nation and the Temple

 5. The Kings and Prophets

 6. The Babylonian Exile and the Jewish Disperson

 7. More Oppressors

 8.  Jesus, the Savior

  Direct the young people all to read the entire handout as homework or in class. As they 
read, they should follow along with the time line of biblical history in the study aids near 
the back of the CYB. They should also consult the maps in the study aids.

2.  Divide the class into eight groups, and assign each group one of the stages of the journey. 
Instruct the groups each to develop an artistic expression or symbol of their assigned stage, 
which they will present to the rest of the class at the next class period. Encourage the 
youth to use their creativity. They may come up with a popular song that reminds them 
of what went on in that stage of salvation history, or they may do a pantomime of, for 
instance, the escape from Egypt during the Exodus. They may create a visual—such as a 
painting, a drawing, or a collage. They may form a “human sculpture” to express a feeling 
or a theme from their assigned stage.

3.  For the class period in which the journey takes place, if possible, set up eight stations in 
a large space such as a gym so that the young people can actually move from place to 
place to get the feel of journeying. You might be able to use parts of the whole building, 
making for a pilgrimage-type procession from one place to another.

Handout
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  Gather the youth and then lead them through the space you have arranged, stopping at 
each station in the journey to read the section of the handout about that stage of salva-
tion history. At each station, tie the material from the handout in with the time line and 
maps in the CYB to reinforce the chronology. Then invite the assigned group to present 
its work.

4.  When you have completed the journey, regroup in your original gathering space. Go over 
the experience, clarify any questions about the sequence and events (referring again to 
the time line), and discuss which symbols or artistic expressions were particularly helpful 
in getting across what was happening during the stages of salvation history.

Ready to Go!

Once you have taken the young people through the basic events of salvation history, they 
will be ready to study the Bible with at least some sense of context. As you explore different 
books and passages of the Bible throughout, refer back to the basic narrative, with the ac-
companying time line from the CYB, to situate the scriptural stories, prayers, prophecies, and 
so on, in their historical contexts. 
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A Sprint through Salvation History

The God revealed in the Old Testament is not aloof or distant from human affairs; this God 
acts within human history. The story of God’s actions and the people’s responses over many 
centuries is called salvation history.

It will help to keep the big picture of that history in mind as we set out to discover the 
meaning of the Old Testament because the history and the Scriptures of ancient Israel were 
intertwined. . . . Do not be concerned about memorizing names and events at this point; 
they will come up again many times in this course. Instead, simply try to recognize the broad 
pattern of history.

First, refer to the biblical time line in the study aids near the back of the CYB, and note the 
time period in which the biblical events happened. As you can see, humankind existed for 
many thousands of years before the biblical era; most of that time is called prehistory be-
cause no historical records of those ancient peoples exist. (The time period of the creation 
and the earliest stories of humankind appearing in the Old Testament fall into the category 
of prehistory.) About 3000 BC, history as we know it began, with the development of early 
forms of writing. The biblical period—from the beginnings of Israel as a people through the 
time of Jesus and the earliest years of the Church—lasted from about 1850 BC to AD 100, 
almost two thousand years. And that is about the same amount of time as has elapsed from 
the time of Jesus until today.

What follows is a brief overview of the events of the biblical period. You may also refer to 
the maps in the study aids.

The Founders and the Promise

The history and the religion of the Israelites began with Abraham. Abraham was a wandering 
herdsman, or nomad, who lived in the region now called Iraq, around 1850 BC. According 
to the Book of Genesis, God made an agreement with Abraham. God promised to make 
Abraham’s descendants a blessing to the world and to give them the land of Canaan, later 
known as Palestine. The Promise, as this is called, was that Abraham’s descendants would 
reveal the one God to the world. Christians believe that this Promise reached its fulfillment 
in the coming of Christ.

Abraham’s descendants and their families inherited the Promise. Abraham, his son Isaac, 
and grandson Jacob would be called the patriarchs, or founders, of the Jewish faith. Their 
wives—Sarah, Rebekah, and Rachel—would be called the matriarchs.
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The Exodus of the Israelites and the Covenant

At the close of the Book of Genesis, the descendants of Abraham are living in Egypt, having 
traveled there from Canaan in order to survive a famine. Yet as the Book of Exodus opens, 
we find them enslaved by the Egyptians. Practically nothing is known about the Israelites in 
Egypt from about 1700 to 1290 BC.

Moses, the main character in the story of the Exodus, was one of the greatest religious lead-
ers in history. About 1290 BC, the understanding that one God was above all other gods 
came to Moses when God revealed God’s name—Yahweh, meaning “I am the One who is 
always present.” With God’s power, the Israelites, led by Moses, made a daring escape from 
Pharaoh’s army through the sea—the Exodus—and were thus freed from slavery.

After a dramatic encounter between Moses and God on Mount Sinai, a covenant, or agree-
ment, between Yahweh and the Israelites was confirmed. The Israelites’ part of the covenant 
was to keep the Ten Commandments, which God had presented to Moses. God’s part was 
to make the Israelites “the people of God” and to be with them as long as they kept the cov-
enant. Once again God promised that they would be given the land of Canaan. But before 
they entered Canaan, they wandered for forty years in the desert as they learned to trust 
God’s care for them.

Taking Over the Promised Land

After Moses’ time, the Israelites, led by Joshua, entered Canaan. Over the next centuries—
from about 1250 to 1000 BC—they fought against the people who lived in that region. In 
these battles, the Israelites were led by military leaders called judges. During this time, the 
Israelites abandoned their nomadic ways for the more settled agricultural life that was native 
to the region.

The Nation and the Temple

Around 1000 BC, Israel became recognized as a nation, with David as its anointed king and 
Jerusalem as its capital city. God made a promise to David that his royal line would endure 
forever. (Later Jews put their hopes in a descendant of David to save them from oppression.)

David’s son Solomon built the Temple in Jerusalem, and it became the principal place of 
worship for the nation. As both a political and a religious capital, Jerusalem became a great 
and holy city.

The Kings and the Prophets

After Solomon’s death in 922 BC, the nation divided, with the kingdom of Israel in the north 
and the kingdom of Judah in the south. Heavy taxes and forced service in both kingdoms 
created hardships for the people. In addition, the kings often practiced idolatry—the worship 
of idols (images of other gods).

Prophets spoke out against both kingdoms’ injustices to the people and infidelity to God. They 
questioned the behavior of the kings and called them and their people back to the covenant. 
Yet the kingdoms continued to oppress the poor and worship pagan gods until eventually both 
kingdoms were crushed by powerful conquerors. The Assyrians obliterated the northern
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kingdom of Israel in 721 BC and took its people into exile. In 587 BC, the Babylonians de-
stroyed Judah, including the city of Jerusalem, and took its people to Babylon as captives.

The Babylonian Exile and the Jewish Disperson

While the people were exiled in Babylon, still other prophets encouraged them to repent of 
their sins and turn back to God. During this time, the prophet known as Second Isaiah pro-
claimed that God was the one and only God. Monotheism, the belief in one God, was now 
the revelation of this people to the world, their blessing to the nations.

After fifty years in Babylon, the exiles were released from captivity by the conquering Per-
sians and allowed to return home. Judah, no longer a politically independent kingdom, had 
become a district within the Persian Empire, and the returned exiles became known as Jews, 
from the word Judah. They rebuilt the Temple, and under Ezra and Nehemiah, they re-es-
tablished the Law and restored Jerusalem. That city became the religious capital for the Jews 
who had resettled all over the world—that is, the Jews of the Dispersion.

During the exile, the Jewish leaders had begun collecting and reflecting on their ancestral 
writings, forming the core of what would later become their Bible, known to Christians as 
the Old Testament.

More Oppressors

The Persian Empire was conquered in 330 BC by the armies of Alexander the Great,  
leader of the Greek Empire. This made the Greeks overlords of the Jews for nearly three 
hundred years, with the exception of a brief period of independence after a revolt led by the  
Maccabees family. The Greeks were followed by the Romans, who captured Jerusalem in 63 
BC. Although tolerant of other cultures and religions, the Roman Empire severely punished its 
subjects for revolts.

It was a dark time for the people of the promise, who longed for release from oppression and 
for the day when all their hopes for a good and peaceful life would be fulfilled. Many Jews 
looked toward the coming of a messiah, one sent by God to save them; some expected this 
messiah to be from the family line of David.

It is at this point in the history of Israel that the Old Testament accounts end. . . .

Jesus, the Savior

Into a situation of defeat and darkness for the people of Israel, Jesus was born, one of the 
house, or family line, of David. Christians see Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah—the fulfill-
ment of all God’s promises to Israel and the Savior of the world. With his death and Resur-
rection, Jesus’ followers recognized that he was the Son of God. The community of believers 
began to grow, first among Jews but later among Gentiles, or non-Jews. The story of Jesus 
and the growth of the early Church is told in the New Testament.

(The material in this handout is quoted from Written on Our Hearts: The Old Testament Story of 
God’s Love, Third Edition, by Mary Reed Newland, [Winona, MN: Saint Mary’s Press, 2009], pages 18–24. 
Copyright © 2009 by Saint Mary’s Press. All rights reserved.)
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GENESIS
Genesis, chapters 1–2 
Creative Presentations of the Creation Story

Objective: This activity encourages students to make the first Genesis story come alive 
with their own creativity.

1. Call several students to read Genesis 1:1–2:3 aloud.

2.  Divide the class into seven groups. Assign a different day of creation to each group 
and say something like this to the students:

 A  Today each group is responsible for reading from Genesis the Bible passage 
associated with its assigned day of creation and preparing a creative, non-
verbal way to present that day to the other groups in our next class. You may 
use artwork, music, video, drama, props, the environment of the gathering 
space, costumes, and so on. Each presentation should run no longer than 4 
minutes. The presentation should be respectful of the Scriptures, and may 
also be fun. Before the end of this class, each group will need to pass its 
ideas by me for approval and suggestions.

3.  After the presentations are given at the next class, invite the students to discuss any 
insights or reflections that resulted from preparing or watching them.

Genesis, chapter 1
Care for the Earth: Genesis

Adapt the activity “Care for the Earth: Psalms,” on pages 116–117 of this book, for use 
with Genesis, chapter 1.
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Genesis, chapter 1
Dominion over the Earth: Genesis

Objective: This activity uses modern parallels to challenge students to think more carefully 
about the meaning of dominion in Genesis 1:28–30.

Materials Needed: 
 |  a set of keys

1. Give one student a set of keys. Say something like this to the student: 
 A   I am going away for a month. I want you to take care of my house, my car, and 

my classroom while I am away. Use these keys as if they were your own. When 
I come back, I want to see my house, my car, and my classroom in the same 
condition in which I gave them to you. 

  Lead the students in a discussion about the various ways this request can be honored or 
dishonored.

2.  Read Genesis 1:28–30 aloud. Write two column headings on the board, “Stewardship” 
and “Ownership,” and help the students brainstorm the differences between those con-
cepts. Ask the students, “Which is more like the dominion given to the human beings in 
Genesis?” Remind them that only God owns the universe, and help them realize that the 
human dominion over the earth called for in the Scripture passage is one of stewardship, 
not ownership.

3.  Divide the class into small groups. Instruct the groups each to brainstorm ways in which 
human beings are responsible and irresponsible stewards of creation today. Ask the 
groups to report their insights and resolutions back to the class.

4.  Tell the students each to identify one way they are an irresponsible steward of creation 
and to write a reflection paper about that, including ideas for how they will commit to 
growing in responsibility for the gift of creation in that area.

Genesis, chapter 3 
The Effect of Sin: Distance

Objective: This activity invites the students to reflect on the effects of sin described in Gen-
esis, chapter 3, and then to consider how sin in their own lives can distance them from God, 
themselves, others, and nature.

1.  Ask five students to stand before the class and read aloud the parts for the characters in 
Genesis, chapter 3: narrator, serpent, woman, man, and God. Direct the students playing 
the man and the woman to quietly move farther from each other and from God as they 
read their lines.

2.  After the reading, ask all the students what they observed about the characters. Then 
make the following comments in your own words:

 A   This story of disobedience to God shows how sin can affect our lives. Sin sepa-
rates us from God and others, and from ourselves and nature. [Ask the students 
to explain this concept from the story.]

 A   Before they sin, the man and the woman in the story are in a harmonious rela-
tionship with all that is around them. After they sin, they think about themselves 
only, and they stop looking at God, each other, the world, and even their in-
nermost selves.
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3.  Divide the class into four groups, labeling them “God,” “Myself,” “Other people,” and 
“The natural world.” Ask each group to come up with at least three things someone can 
do to create a distance between themselves and the entity identified by the group’s label. 
Then tell the groups each to plan a brief pantomime that presents one of those actions 
and shows the separation that can occur. The groups should be creative and include all 
members in their presentation. 

4.  Invite each group in turn to present its pantomime, and ask the rest of the class to guess 
what each group is portraying. Discuss the points that the groups bring out in the presen-
tations. Conclude by saying this in your own words:

 A   God knew what the man and woman needed in order to be in harmony with the 
world around them. God knows what we need today as well. In the Scripture 
passage, sin is portrayed as the temptation to presume that we know better what 
we need than God does. Observing what brings us closer to or distances us from 
others, ourselves, God, and the world is a step toward learning what God wants 
for us.

Genesis, chapter 3 
Genesis in Hollywood

Objective: This activity casts four biblical characters to help the students explore their own 
understanding of human nature, especially in light of temptation and weakness.

1.  Divide the class into groups of four or five and ask them to read Genesis, chapter 3, with 
each person in the group assuming a different role: narrator, serpent, woman, man, and 
God.

2.  Invite the students to imagine that they have been asked to cast the four main characters 
in the story (serpent, woman, man, and God) for a movie. Tell the groups to brainstorm 
about what actors they would cast to play each character and then to discuss their selec-
tions.

3.  With the entire class, take suggestions for each character, and write the suggestions on the 
board. Lead the students in a discussion of the following questions:

 A  What kind of personalities did you choose to represent each biblical figure and 
why?

 A How does the selection of actors relate to temptation and sin?

 A  How was the serpent able to tempt the man and woman? Are some people better 
at tempting than others? Are some people more vulnerable to temptation? Are 
people more susceptible to temptation at some times than at others?

 A What message does the story give about the nature of temptation and sin?
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Genesis, chapter 4
God Wants Our Best: Comfort and Challenge

Objective: This activity uses the Cain and Abel story as an opportunity to think about the 
damage of comparing ourselves with others.

1.  Assign several students to the characters in Genesis 4:1–16 (narrator, Eve, the Lord, and 
Cain) and ask them to read the passage aloud. Then invite those who read the parts of 
Cain and God to explain to the class (in character) how they felt in the story and why they 
did the things they did. Allow the class to ask the readers questions, and the readers to 
answer as their character might. For instance, the class might ask Cain how he felt about 
the choice God presented to him in Genesis 4:6–7.

2.  Continue the discussion with the class by raising these questions and observations in your 
own words:

 A   Because God suggests that Cain’s best will be accepted, what temptation lurks 
for Cain if he does not do his best? Does that exist for us, as well?

 A   This story addresses our everyday lives. There are always people who appear 
more successful than us in some areas, and others who appear less successful. As 
in this biblical story, it is important that we focus on our own performance only 
and not evaluate ourselves based on other people’s success. God simply wants 
us to try our best, to resist the temptation to compare ourselves with others and to 
take out our frustration on others when we are feeling that we have not done our 
best or that our best isn’t good enough.

3.  Direct the students to work in pairs to come up with realistic, modern Cain and Abel sce-
narios, asking some pairs to prepare feminine versions. Mention that the students may use 
sports, academics, parental approval, popularity, social life, and so on, in their examples. 
Invite them to share some of their stories with the class. Discuss the insights that arise.

Genesis, chapters 6–9, 12
Evan Almighty: Outrageous Requests

Objective: This activity utilizes the movie Evan Almighty to invite the students to reflect on 
God’s outrageous requests and human beings’ courageous responses.

Materials Needed: 
 |   the movie Evan Almighty (2007, 96 minutes, rated PG and A-II) and the appropriate equip-
ment for showing it

1.  Begin class by having the students read Genesis 6:11–9:17 (the call of Noah) or Genesis, 
chapter 12 (the call of Abraham). Address any questions the students have about the con-
tent and biblical meaning of the story.

2.  Show the students at least the first 40 minutes of the movie Evan Almighty, which gives 
a modern interpretation of Noah and Abraham’s courage to follow an unusual call. Con-
sider playing the entire movie if you have time.

3.  Ask the students to think of real modern people who, like the main character in the movie, 
have responded to God’s outrageous requests. Offer a few examples of your own. Engage 
the students in a discussion on the following questions:
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 A   What do their examples, the example from the movie, and the story from the 
Bible teach about trusting God?

 A  What do they teach about what God wants for us?

4.  Arrange the students into small groups and ask each group to come up with an outrageous 
request that God might make to a group of four or five teens today. Explain that after writ-
ing that request down, each group should pass it on to another group, which will act out 
the teens’ response to it, for the class. When all the groups have written a request and 
acted out a response, lead the class in a discussion about the following questions:

 A  How does God call young people?

 A  What are the risks and challenges of God’s call?

 A  How does one learn to trust God?

 A  What are some ways that young people can make a difference in the world?

Variation: In step 3, instruct the students to find and share newspaper, magazine, or Internet 
stories about people who have responded to God’s outrageous calls.

Genesis, chapter 12
Sarai’s Journal

Objective: This activity uses creative writing to draw the students into the story of Abram and 
Sarai, and allows them to experience the story from different perspectives.

1.  Ask the students to read Genesis 12:10–20 to themselves. Invite them to share their 
thoughts about the personal dynamics in the story and to explore why the major charac-
ters behave as they do.

2.  Depending on the time available, either direct the students to write all three of the follow-
ing reflections, or divide the class in thirds and assign a different perspective to each third: 

 | Sarai’s journal entry. What does Sarai experience in Egypt? How does she feel about 
Abram? 

 | God’s journal entry. How does God feel about Sarai, Abram, and Pharaoh throughout 
this story?

 | Abram’s apology letter. What might Abram say to Sarai to help her heal from her or-
deal in Pharaoh’s house?

3.  When the students are done writing, gather them in small groups to compare their reflec-
tions. Then invite them to share the different perspectives of the story with the class.

4.  As a personal reflection, have the students write in their journals, or on a piece of paper, 
about a time in their own life that resembled any aspect of this Genesis story. Ask them to 
write a prayer for God’s healing from that situation.
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Genesis 
Oral Tradition

Objective: This activity employs a modified game of telephone to show the students that 
using oral tradition was a reliable way for the people of Israel to preserve the essence of their 
history.

1.  Ask the students to note the detail in the Genesis accounts they have read, and explain 
that those stories were passed down by oral tradition before they were ever written down. 
Explain oral tradition and ask the following questions:

 A  What were the benefits and risks of oral tradition for the Jewish people? 

 A   Would oral tradition be a successful way for us to keep track of information 
today? Why or why not?

2.  Suggest that the class play a round of the telephone game to illustrate some of the risks 
of oral tradition. Whisper to one student a moderately complex sentence that has no par-
ticular meaning for the students, and ask that student to whisper it to the next, and so on, 
until the sentence has gone around the room. Do not allow the sentence to be repeated 
to any receiver.

  When the sentence has made its round of the class, discuss its final form, which most 
likely will be quite different from the original. Note that often the message in the tele-
phone game becomes garbled as it is passed on. 

3.  Play another round of telephone, this time beginning with a statement that will be valu-
able to the students, such as, “If we get this message right, there will be no homework 
tonight.” If this too gets garbled, give a similar meaningful sentence and change the rules, 
allowing the sentence to be repeated to any receiver as often as necessary.

  The students should be able to transmit the sentence successfully with this change. Point 
out that this sequence shows that oral tradition, in which meaningful stories are often re-
peated, was a successful means of preserving history for the people of Israel.

Genesis, chapter 22 
The Sacrifice of Children

Objective: This activity encourages the students to examine Abraham’s willingness to sacri-
fice Isaac as an act of faith and to compare it with the unthinkable sacrifice of children that 
many adults participate in today.

Materials Needed: 
 |   articles regarding children under age eighteen being “sacrificed” by adults in warfare, 
inhumane labor, or prostitution

 |  several sheets of newsprint
 |  several markers
 |  a bulletin board and pins or a sheet of poster board and glue

1.  Begin by reading aloud Genesis, chapter 22 (the testing of Abraham). Emphasize that 
God is making it clear that God wants not Isaac’s life—or any human life—but Abraham’s 
faith.

2.  Divide the class into groups of three or four. Give each group one of the articles you have 
gathered and a sheet of newsprint. Direct the students to read, discuss, and summarize 
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the article assigned to their group. Tell them to transfer to the newsprint the major pieces 
of information from the article (such as the country, the conditions under which the chil-
dren live, the abuse, and the number of children involved.) Then ask each group to report 
its findings to the rest of the class.

3.  Invite the students to share their thoughts and feelings on the situations they read and 
heard about. Ask if those situations help them imagine the pain of Abraham, who almost 
lost his child, and of countless parents who actually do lose children today. Also ask what 
they think they, as Christians, could do about the situations.

4.  Tell the students about some human rights organizations, such as Amnesty International. 
Ask for volunteers to write letters on behalf of children in the situations they have dis-
cussed, or make writing such letters a class project. (Most likely, all will want to write a 
letter.) The organizations may provide you with sample letters, addresses, and other infor-
mation you need. Mail or e-mail the letters. 

5.  Take pictures, headlines, or key phrases or words from the articles the students read 
and create a collage with them, either on a bulletin board in the classroom or on poster 
board. Have each small group write a short prayer about the plight of the children, and 
read one prayer aloud each time the class meets—as a reminder for the students to keep 
those children’s needs in their hearts and prayers.

Variation: In step 5, instead of having the students write letters, arrange for the class to spon-
sor a child through a relief organization.

Genesis, chapters 12, 15–18, 22
Abraham and Trust

This activity helps the students to see that even the spiritual journey of a pioneer of faith in 
God shares some of the characteristics of their own spiritual journeys.

Materials Needed: 
 |  three sheets of paper, one labled “High,” one “Average,” and one “Low”
 |  a roll of tape
 |  copies of the handout “The Ups and Downs of Trust” (p. 27), one for each student

1.  Distribute the handout to the students and review its directions with them. They might 
complete the handout during class or as a homework assignment.

2.  After the students have completed the handout, set up a continuum along one wall of 
the classroom, posting the “High” sign at one end, the “Average” sign in the middle, and 
the “Low” sign at the other end. For each Scripture reading about Abraham’s life on the 
handout, call on a student to summarize it, and then ask all the students to move to the 
spot on the continuum that matches what they graphed for it. Invite discussion after each 
reading, if you wish. 

3.  When all the readings about Abraham’s life have been covered, lead a class discussion 
about the students’ graphing of their own faith journeys. Talk about issues such as the fol-
lowing:

 A  In what ways does your own faith journey resemble Abraham’s? In what ways 
does it differ?

 A   What made trusting easier or more challenging for Abraham? What makes trust-
ing easier for you? When do you find it more difficult to trust?

Handout
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Conclude the discussion with comments like these:

 A   All spiritual people, even biblical models of faith and saints, find it difficult to 
trust at times. But faith-filled people keep trying again, with God’s help, even 
when their trust has been challenged. Knowing that there are similarities be-
tween ourselves and those people can reassure us that we can grow spiritually 
despite our doubts. It can also remind us that God has a call for us, like God did 
for Abraham.

Genesis, chapter 32
Our Personal Wrestling with God

Objective: This activity encourages the students to reflect on the importance of turning to 
God with life’s hard questions, to “wrestle with God” as Jacob wrestled with the angel.

CYB Article: “Facing Challenges” near Genesis 32:23–33, NABRE; Genesis 32:23–32, NRSV

Materials Needed: 
 |   five articles from the Internet or other sources that describe a devastating news event (a 
natural disaster, an act of violence, poverty, and so on) and that will allow the students to 
analyze how God is or seemingly is not present

1.   Divide the class into five small groups and distribute a different article to each group. In-
vite the students to carefully read the article and write down why it is difficult to witness 
God’s presence in the specific situation. Ask the students to write down three questions 
that they would like to ask God about the situation.

2.   Invite the students in each small group to briefly describe the content of their article and 
to share the questions they have for God. Then ask them to point out ways they see God 
present despite the tragedy. If students do not provide any examples, be prepared to share 
your own observations of how you see God present.

3.   Have the students read aloud Genesis 32:23–33 (32:23–32, NRSV) and the accompany-
ing article, “Facing Challenges,” from the CYB. Offer the following observation in your 
own words:

 A   Sometimes our faith is challenged by life’s difficulties, and yet it is from these 
very experiences that we can ultimately deepen our faith in God. In this story, 
Jacob wrestles with God and sustains an injury in the struggle, but finally re-
ceives a blessing and finds his faith strengthened by this difficult experience.

4.  Invite the students to reflect on the following questions:

 A   What event or difficulty in your own life has caused or is currently causing you 
to wrestle with God?

 A  What is preventing you from recognizing God’s presence?

 A  What hard questions do you have for God?

5.   Ask each of the students to compose a letter to God that outlines their concerns and ques-
tions. Let the students know that it is okay to be angry with God, to truly “wrestle” with 
God. Tell them that the letter is for their own personal reflection and will not be shared 
with anyone. In the conclusion to their letter, have the students answer the following 
question: “How is God present in my situation, despite the challenges I face?”
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Genesis, chapters 4, 25, 27, 29–30, 33, 37, 45
Sibling Rivalry

Objective: This activity begins with a discussion of various relationships in the Bible to help 
students recognize the reality of tension and models of forgiveness.

CYB Article: “Sibling Rivalry,” near Genesis 25:19–34

1.  Break the class into four groups. Ask each group to read one of the following accounts of 
sibling rivalry:

 |  Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:1–16)
 |  Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25:19–34; Genesis, chapter 27)
 |  Rachel and Leah (Genesis 29:1–30:24)
 |  Joseph and his brothers (Genesis, chapter 37)

  Encourage the students to discuss in their groups reasons for sibling rivalry and discord. 
Have each group prepare to act out for the class an example of sibling rivalry that some-
one in the group has experienced.

2.  Allow the groups to present their examples of sibling rivalry. Then lead a class discussion 
of the particular challenges to forgiving hurts between family members.

3.  For homework, instruct the students to read Genesis, chapter 33, in which Esau and Ja-
cob reconcile, and Genesis, chapter 45, in which Joseph forgives his brothers. Have the 
students reflect on the questions in the article “Sibling Rivalry” from the CYB and then 
assign a reflection paper in which the students describe a time they either forgave or were 
forgiven by a sibling, another relative, or a friend. 

Genesis, chapters 37–50
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat

Objective: This activity employs the lyrics and melodies of the Broadway musical Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat to help the story of Joseph come alive for the students.

Materials Needed: 
 |   recording of the soundtrack for Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, by Tim 
Rice and Andrew Lloyd Weber (1993), and the appropriate equipment for playing it

Each day that you examine the story of Joseph in class, play a song from the soundtrack that 
correlates with the part of the story you cover. The song “Close Every Door” is especially 
nice for prayer, as it is reflective and speaks to Joseph’s experience in jail and his need to 
rely on God. 
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Genesis, chapters 37, 39–45
Newsworthy Joseph

Objective: The students use the familiar format of news briefs to give one another a quick 
and entertaining overview of the Joseph stories.

1.  Divide the class into five groups. Assign each group one of the following passages, and 
ask the groups to read their assigned passage as well as the chapter before and the chap-
ter after it:

 |   Genesis, chapter 37 (Joseph’s brothers become jealous, and Joseph mysteriously disap-
pears.)

 |   Genesis, chapter 39 (Potiphar’s wife accuses Joseph of assault, and Joseph goes to jail.)
 |   Genesis, chapters 40–41 (Joseph’s dream interpretation gains him release from prison.)
 |  Genesis, chapter 42 (Joseph’s brothers make their first journey to Egypt.)
 |   Genesis, chapters 43–45 (Joseph’s brothers make a second trip to Egypt, and Joseph 
has a startling revelation.)

2.  Ask the groups to present those sensational stories as brief newscasts, highlighting the 
important events, interviewing characters who were present, consulting authorities, and 
speculating about future developments. Mention that the use of humor, within reason, 
is fine. The groups could plan and rehearse their news briefs in one class period, gather 
props at home, then present their skits in the following class period.

3.  After the news briefs are shared, discuss the stories and characters with the class, noting 
any insights that came from the reading, preparation, or presentation. Help the students 
understand the purpose and meaning of the story of Joseph and his brothers.

Genesis, chapters 12, 34, 38–39
Sex and Power in Genesis

Objective: This activity encourages the students to examine and discuss examples of the 
abuse of sex and power in Genesis in order to gain insight into similar situations today.

1.  Read Genesis, chapter 34, with the class. Ask the students to identify which characters 
have more power, which have less, and why that is so (e.g., they might determine that 
Shechem is powerful because he is male and a prince). Then ask the students, “In the 
story, is power used for sex, or is sex used for power?”

2.  Divide the class into three groups. As an in-class or homework assignment, tell each group 
to read a different one of the stories listed below. Individually, in writing, the students 
should assess which biblical figures in their assigned story are more powerful and less pow-
erful, and decide how sex and power are linked in the story. They should also reflect on the 
way they see sex and power in our modern society (have them provide specific examples), 
and share any insights about why those two human experiences are often seen together.

 |  Genesis 12:10–20 (Sarai and Abram in Egypt)
 |  Genesis, chapter 38 (Judah and Tamar)
 |  Genesis, chapter 39 (Potiphar’s wife and Joseph)
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3.  After the students have completed their reflections on the stories, on modern parallels, 
and on the relation between sex and power, invite them to share those reflections with 
the class. Then make the following points in your own words:

 A  Sex and power are complicated issues, as can be seen in the various ways that 
they appear in the biblical stories. There are many loving ways to use power and 
sexuality [talk about those]. Both are gifts from God and are strong aspects of the 
human personality. Although it is tempting to use such forceful drives for selfish-
ness, the message of the gospels is to use all our gifts with respect for the dignity 
of other persons, in service, and in love.

Genesis, chapter 45
Good Out of Evil

Objective: This activity offers a reflection on the story of Joseph and other stories in Genesis 
in order to invite the students to see the ways that God works in our lives, using even our 
human failings.

CYB Article: “Good from Bad” near Genesis 45:5–8

1.  Read Genesis 45:1–15 and discuss the way that good comes out of Joseph’s mistreatment 
by his brothers. Ask the students, “How does Joseph see God’s action in this event?”

2.  Invite the students to identify in their own lives, or in the lives of people they know, simi-
lar situations in which human sin or selfishness caused difficulty, yet the end result was 
better than the original situation (e.g., a person was unjustly fired from a good job only to 
get a better one). Ask them each to write a short essay about one such event, answering 
these questions: “Do you see God’s hand in this? Why or why not?” When the students 
have finished, invite them to share their reflections in a class discussion.

Genesis
A Family Tree and a Review

Objective: This activity asks the students to design a family tree, beginning with Abraham, as 
a way to help them review stories at the end of Genesis.

CYB Article: “Israel’s Ancestry” near Genesis, chapter 49

Materials Needed: 
 |   sheets of poster board, one for each student
 |  several sets of colored markers

1.  Distribute the poster board and markers, and ask the students to create the family tree of 
Abraham, leaving space around each name for further writing or design. You may need to 
review with them how to lay out a family tree.

2.  Tell the students to find and skim the stories in Genesis associated with each figure on the 
tree. Instruct them to add to the chart symbols, words, or small illustrations that will help 
them remember the stories. 
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 Abraham’s Genesis  Genesis  Genesis Genesis Genesis, Genesis Genesis  
 life 12:1–9 12:10–20 15:1–6 16:1–6 chapter 17 18:16–33 22:1–19

High

Medium

Low

 My own 
 life

High

Medium

Low

The Ups and Downs of Trust 
Read or review the Bible stories about Abraham listed below. Then assess Abraham’s level of trust in God in 
each account (high, medium, or low) and mark a dot at that level on the scale below the Bible cite. When you 
have assessed the trust level in all the accounts, connect the dots and make a graph. Below the graph, in a dif-
ferent color ink, write some important events in your own life and graph your own level of trust in God during 
those events. Compare the two graphs.
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ACROSS
 6.  Area in Egypt to which Jacob and 

his sons moved. (47:1)
 7. Esau sold Jacob his birthright 

for this. (25:29–34)
 8. Kingdom of Melchizedek. (14:18)
 9. He wanted to spare Joseph. 

(37:21)
 12.  Jacob was born holding 

Esau’s ____.  (25:26)
 13. Abraham pleaded for this 

city. (18:20–33)
 14. His father nearly sacrificed 

him. (22:1–14)
 16. Jail mate of Joseph. (40:1–3)
 18. Favorite wife of Jacob. (29:30)
 19. Abraham’s original name. 

(17:5)
 20. God told Abraham his descen-

dents would be as numerous 
as these. (15:5)

 21. Father-in-law of Jacob. 
(29:16–28)

 23. Lot’s wife was turned into 
a pillar of this. (19:26)

 27. Daughter of Jacob and 
Leah. (30:19–21)

 28. Sarah did this when she heard 
she would be a mother. (18:12)

 29. Leah’s ___ are mentioned in the Bible. (29:17)
 30. God and Abraham’s agreement. (15:18–21)

6.  Area in Egypt to which Jacob and 

 8. Kingdom of Melchizedek. (14:18)

DOWN
 1.  Nephew who traveled with Abram. (12:4–5)
 2. Animals in Pharaoh’s dream. (41:1–2)
 3. Favorite son of Israel (Jacob). (37:3)
 4. Jacob spent the night here. (28:10–22)
 5. Jacob’s sons went to Egypt to get this. 

(42:1–3)
 7. Joseph took him into custody. (42:24)
 9. She plotted to trick Isaac. (27:5–17)
 10.  Jacob’s twin. (25:24–26)
 11. Benjamin, to Rachel. (35:24)

 14. Jacob’s name was changed to this. (32:28–29)
 15. Firstborn son of Abram. (16:15)
 16. “I will ____ those who bless you.” (12:3)
 17. Starting place for Abram’s journey to the prom-

ised land. (12:4)
 20. Wife of Abraham. (17:15)
 22. Son of Jacob. (35:23)
 24. Mother of Reuben. (35:23)
 25. Sarai and Abram traveled here. (12:10–13)
 26. Number of years Jacob offered to work to marry 

Rachel. (29:18)

The story of the patriarchs and matriarchs of the Old Testament is found in chapters 
12 through 50 of the Book of Genesis. Test your knowledge of the patriarchs and 
matriarchs by completing the crossword below. If you get stumped, refer to the Bible 
references after each clue.

Review Puzzle: THE BOOK OF GENESIS
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APPENDIX A
Index of Activities by Topic

Aaron
Aaron, the Golden Calf, and Peer 

Pressure (Ex 32) 34–35
The Divisive Effects of Jealousy 

(Nm 11–12) 43
One Rash Moment (Nm 20) 44

abortion
Midwives and Nonviolence  

(Ex 1) 30
Divided Loyalties: Church and 

State (1 Sm 8) 64–65

Abraham and Sarah
Evan Almighty: Outrageous  

Requests (Gn 6–9, 12) 19–20
Sarai’s Journal (Gn 12) 20
The Sacrifice of Children  

(Gn 22) 21–22
Abraham and Trust  

(Gn 12,15–18, 22) 22–23
Sex and Power in Genesis  

(Gn 12, 34, 38–39) 25–26

action
A Social Action Step (Neh 1) 93
Purposeful Acts of Kindness  

(Sir 3) 134
A Lenten Project (Jl 2) 171
Service Learning: Jonah and Other 

Children’s Stories (Jon and 
other passages) 175

Modern Miracles (Lk 9) 220–221
Christmas Cards (Ti 2–3) 302
Entertaining Angels (Heb 13) 308

Acts of the Apostles
Acts of the Apostles Comic Book: 

An Overview (Acts) 244
Newspaper Headlines: Miraculous 

Events in Acts (Acts 5, 9–10, 
12–14, 16, 19–20) 252

Acts of the Apostles Floor Map 
(Acts 12–28) 254

Adam and Eve
The Effect of Sin: Distance  

(Gn 3) 17–18

addiction
Idol Worship (1 Cor 10) 274-275

advertising
The Lure of Advertising (Eccl 1) 127
Advertising: False Prophecy  

(Jer 14) 153
Advertising the Good News  

(Lk 6) 219
Ads for Inner Needs  

(2 Cor 5) 280–281

alcohol
Temperance (Prv 23) 125–126

almsgiving
A Lenten Project (Jl 2) 171

Amos
Status-of-Society Images  

(Am 7–9) 172
Power Simulation: Amos  

(Am 8) 172
Standing Up for the Poor  

(Am 8) 173

angels
Entertaining Angels  

(Heb 13) 308
Exegetical Tools: The 

Concordance—the Nature of 
Angels (Heb 13) 309

anger
Jesus’ Comments on Our Society 

(Mk 11) 213
Righteous Anger (Jn 2) 234
Practical Relationship Advice  

(Eph 4) 286

animals
Exegetical Tools: Historical 

Criticism and the Biblical 
Dictionary—The Prophets’ 
World (Is 3, 5, 13, 34, 43;  
Ez 16; Dn 3) 143

The Living Creature Sketch  
(Ez 1) 161

anointing
Called Forth and Anointed for 

Service (1 Sm 10, 16) 65–66
Heal the World (Mk 2) 207

anxiety
Prayer Styles: Mindfulness  

(Lk 12) 224
Paying Attention to What Really 

Matters (Lk 12) 223–224

apocalyptic literature
Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism 

and Biblical Commentary (Dn 
7–12) 167

Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—
Apocalyptic Literature (Rev) 
321–322

apostles
Explaining One’s Call (Lk 4–6) 

218–219
A Decision-Making Simulation 

(Acts 1) 245–246

arrogance
Wisdom and Folly (Prv 9) 125

Ascension
Filming the Ascension (Acts 1) 245

Assyrians
Our Perceptions of Foreign 

Nations (Jon) 176

athletics
Music and the Conquest of Jericho 

(Jos 6) 54–55

atonement
Prayer Styles: Communal Prayer—

Ritual Atonement Service (Lv 
16) 41

attentiveness
Pay Attention! (Heb 2) 304
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attitude
Disposition and the Path toward 

God (2 Kgs 5) 82–83
Becoming Like Children  

(Mt 18) 199

Balaam
Balaam: A Cartoonist’s Perspec tive 

(Nm 22–24) 45

Baptism
Passing On the Role of Prophet: 

Elisha and Christian Baptism  
(2 Kgs 2) 82

Bathsheba
The Cost of Selfish Sexual Choices 

(2 Sm 11) 73

Beatitudes
Tunes from the Sermon on the 

Mount (Mt 5–7) 193
Beatitudes Charades (Mt 5) 193

Bible
reading the:
Exegetical Tools: What Is Exegesis? 

(Jos) 52
Exegetical Tools: Source 

Criticism—The Chronicler  
(2 Sm 11–12, 1 Kgs 11,  
1 Chr 20, 2 Chr 9) 89

stories from the:
Service Learning: and Other 

Children’s Stories (Jon and 
other passages) 175

Body of Christ, the
The Christian Team (Rom 12) 

265–266
The Face and Body of Christ  

(1 Cor 12) 275–276
Puzzle Prayer (Eph 4) 286

Buddhism
Prayer Styles: Mindfulness  

(Lk 12) 224

Cain and Abel
God Wants Our Best: Comfort and 

Challenge (Gn 4) 19
Sibling Rivalry (Gn 4, 25, 27, 

29–30, 33, 37, 45) 24

call
God’s Call (Is 6, Ex 3–4, Am 3, Jer 1, 

Lk 1) 144
Prophetic Worries (Jer 1,2,37) 151

The Call of the First Disciples  
(Mt 4) 192

Explaining One’s Call (Lk 4–6) 
218–219

cartoons
Balaam: A Cartoonist’s Perspec tive 

(Nm 22–24) 45
Cartoons from Ben Sira (Sir) 139
Good Shepherd Cartoons  

(Jn 10) 238
Acts of the Apostles Comic Book: 

An Overview (Acts) 244

children
The Sacrifice of Children  

(Gn 22) 21–22
Becoming Like Children  

(Mt 18) 199
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—

Jesus and the Children  
(Mt 19) 200

Christmas
Christmas Carols and the  

Two Infancy Narratives  
(Lk 1–2, Mt 1–2) 217–218, 189

Christmas Cards (Ti 2–3) 302

Church
Divided Loyalties: Church and 

State (1 Sm 8) 64–65
global:
Prayer Styles: Shared Wisdom—

Global Prayer (Tb 13) 98

church buildings
Solomon’s Temple (1 Kgs 7) 78

clergy
Résumés for Members of the Early 

Church (1 Tm 3, 5) 297–298

cliques
The Twelve Tribes and the 

Cafeteria (Jos 13–19) 55

commandments
Covenants and Commandments 

(Ex 19–20) 33
The Greatest Commandment 

Artwork (Mk 12) 214

community, Christian
Christian Community: A Model 

(Acts 2,4) 247–248

competition
The Nature of Competition  

(Gal 5) 284

concordance
See exegesis

Confirmation
Gifts of the Holy Spirit Charades  

(Is 11) 145

conflict resolution
Discernment and the Council of 

Jerusalem (Acts 15) 255

contemplation and action
Personality Sketches: Martha and 

Mary (Lk 10) 222

conversion
Spiritual Sight (Acts 9) 253–254

Council of Jerusalem
Discernment and the Council of 

Jerusalem (Acts 15) 255

counsel
Gifts of the Holy Spirit Charades  

(Is 11) 145

courage
David and Goliath: “What Have I 

Done Now?” (1 Sm 17) 68
Judith as a Role Model  

(Jdt 10–14) 99
The Challenge of Acting Like Jesus 

(1 Thess 2) 292

covenant
Covenants and Commandments 

(Ex 19–20) 33

creation
Creative Presentations of the 

Creation Story (Gn 1–2) 16
Care for the Earth: Genesis  

(Gn 1) 16
Dominion Over the Earth: Genesis 

(Gn 1) 17

creed
Standing Up for Faith (Acts 4) 249
Student Creeds  

(1 Cor 15) 278

cross, the
The Paradox of the Cross  

(1 Cor 1) 272
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Crucifixion
The Paradox of the Cross  

(1 Cor 1) 272

dance
Liturgical Dance and Movement  

(2 Sm 6) 72

Daniel
Daniel Theater (Dn 3, 5–6) 165–166
Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism 

and Biblical Commentary (Dn 
7–12) 167

Resurrection Meaning  
(Dn 12) 167

David
Prayer Styles: Music and Prayer  

(1 Sm 16) 67
David and Goliath: “What Have I 

Done Now?” (1 Sm 17) 68
Parents and Friends  

(1 Sm 18–20) 69

Liturgical Dance and Movement  
(2 Sm 6) 72

David’s Wars (2 Sm 8) 72–73
The Cost of Selfish Sexual Choices 

(2 Sm 11) 73
Integrity (2 Sm 11–12) 74
Parents’ Guiding Words  

(1 Kgs 2) 77

death
Ben Sira Discussion Starters  

(Sir) 138
Personal Reflection: The Paschal 

Mystery (Mt 27–28) 202

deceit
Empty Promises (Col 2) 291
Anti-Deception Posters (2 Jn) 318

decision making
Honor Life (Dt 30) 48–49
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery— 

My Future (Prv 3) 124
“What Time Is It in My Life?”  

(Eccl 3) 128
A Decision-Making Simulation 

(Acts 1) 245–246

despair
God Responds to Jeremiah’s 

Despair (Jer 20) 154

discernment
Discernment and the Council of 

Jerusalem (Acts 15) 255
Discerning Spirits (1 Jn 4) 316

discipleship
The Call of the First Disciples  

(Mt 4) 192
Wanted: Modern Disciples  

(Mk 1) 206
Standing Up for Faith (Acts 4) 249
Student Discipleship on Trial  

(Acts 5) 251
Choosing Christ (2 Tm 2) 299

disobedience
Personal Idols: Reflections of God? 

(Jgs 2) 57

disunity
James’ Puppet Show (Jas) 311

doubts
Dear Jesus Letters and Answers to 

Doubts (Jn 20) 241

dreams
Exegetical Tools: The Concordance 

and Dreams (Dn 4) 165

earth, stewardship of the
Creative Presentations of the 

Creation Story (Gn 1–2) 16
Care for the Earth: Genesis  

(Gn 1) 16
Dominion Over the Earth: Genesis 

(Gn 1) 17
Care for the Earth: Psalms  

(Ps 8) 116–117
For the Beauty of the Earth  

(Ob) 174

education
Ben Sira Discussion Starters  

(Sir) 138

Elijah
Elijah Role-Plays (1 Kgs 17–19, 21) 81

Elisha
Passing On the Role of Prophet: 

Elisha and Christian Baptism  
(2 Kgs 2) 82

end times, the
My Final Days (2 Thess 1–2) 295
The Day of the Lord (2 Pt 3) 315
Travel Brochures (Rev 20–22) 325

environment
For the Beauty of the Earth  

(Ob) 174

equality 
One in Christ (Gal 3) 369

Esther
Destruction of the Jews  

(Est 3) 102
Esther and Purim  

(Est, addition F) 102

Eucharist, the
The Bread of Life: Breads from 

Around the World (Jn 6) 235–236

evangelization
Choosing Christ (2 Tm) 299

evil
The Domino Effect of Goodness 

(Ru) 62
The Nature of Evil (Jb 1–2) 108–109
The Evil Empire (Rev 17) 324

examen, the
Prayer Styles: The Jesuit Examen 

(Ps 77) 119

execution
The Paradox of the Cross  

(1 Cor 1) 272

exegesis
concordance with, use of:
Exegetical Tools: The Concordance 

and Wisdom Themes (Wisdom 
and Poetry Books) 107

Exegetical Tools: Using a 
Concordance for the Ben Sira 
Challenge (Sir) 137

Exegetical Tools: The Concordance 
and Dreams (Dn 4) 165

Exegetical Tools: The 
Concordance—The Nature of 
Angels (Heb 13) 309

Exegetical Tools: The 
Concordance—A Study of Love 
(1 Jn 4) 317

form criticism:
Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—

the Saga (Jos 6) 54
Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—

Lamentations and Acrostic 
Poetry (Lam) 158

Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism 
and Biblical Commentary  
(Dn 7–12) 167
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Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—
Contemporary Parables of the 
Reign of God (Mt 13) 197

Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—
The Letters and Paul’s Message 
(Rom, 1 and 2 Cor, Ga, Eph, Phil, 
Col,1 and 2 Thess, 1 and 2 Tm, 
Ti, Phlm, Heb) 260

Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—
Apocalyptic Literature  
(Rev) 321–322

historical criticism:
Exegetical Tools: Historical 

Criticism in Ruth (Ru) 63
Exegetical Tools: Historical 

Criticism in 2 Kings (2 Kgs 23) 84
Exegetical Tools: Historical 

Criticism and the Biblical 
Dictionary—the Prophets’ 
World (Is 3, 5, 13, 34, 43;  
Ez 16; Dn 3) 143

Exegetical Tools: Historical 
Criticism—Foods in Luke’s 
Gospel (Lk) 224–225

introduction to:
Exegetical Tools: What Is Exegesis? 

(Jos) 52
source criticism:
Exegetical Tools: Source 

Criticism—The Chronicler  
(2 Sm 11–12, 1 Kgs 11,  
1 Chr 20, 2 Chr 9) 89

exile, the
Destruction of the Jews  

(Est 3) 102
Experiences of Exile  

(2 Kgs 24) 84

Exodus, the
An Oral and Visual Overview  

of Exodus (Ex 1–14) 29
The Exodus and Gospel Music  

(Ex 14–15) 31

exploitation
True Peace (Jer 6) 152

Ezekiel
The Living Creature Sketch  

(Ez 1) 161
Multimedia Visions  

(Ez 1–3, 8–11, 40, 43, 47) 161
Modern Street Theater  

(Ez 4–5, 12, 24) 162
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—

Entering the Scene of the Dry 
Bones (Ez 37) 163

Ezra
The Freedom to Be Oneself  

(Ezr 1) 92
Mixed Marriages (Ezr 9–10) 93

faith
Our Personal Wrestling with God 

(Gn 32) 23
Judith as a Role Model  

(Jdt 10–14) 99
Rejection and Faith  

(Ps 42) 117–118
Help My Unbelief (Mk 9) 212
Standing Up for Faith (Acts 4) 249
Student Creeds (1 Cor 15) 278
Walking by Faith (2 Cor 5) 281
Faith-Versus-Works Debate  

(Eph 2) 285
A Christian Family Conference  

(Col 3–4) 291
Symbols of Faith  

(2 Tm 2) 298–299
The Eyes of Faith  

(Heb 11) 307
“Cloud of Witnesses” Talk Show 

(Heb 11–12) 307

family life
Sibling Rivalry (Gn 4, 25, 27, 

29–30, 33, 37, 45) 24
A Family Tree and a Review (Gn) 26
Rules My Kids Will Have to  

Follow (Lv) 39
The Minimum Wage: A Living 

Wage? (Mal 3) 186
The Challenge of Forgiveness  

(Lk 15) 226
A Christian Family Conference  

(Col 3–4) 291

fashion
Exegetical Tools: Historical 

Criticism and the Biblical 
Dictionary—The Prophets’ 
World (Isa 3, 5, 13, 34,43;  
Ez 16; Dn 3) 143

fasting
A Social Action Step (Neh 1)  

93
A Lenten Project (Jl 2) 171

fear of the Lord
Gifts of the Holy Spirit Charades  

(Is 11) 145

food
The Sinai Café: Jewish Food Laws 

(Lv 11) 40

Modern Miracles (Lk 9) 220–221
Exegetical Tools: Historical 

Criticism—Foods in Luke’s 
Gospel (Lk) 224–225

The Bread of Life: Breads from 
Around the World (Jn 6) 235–236

forgiveness
Sarai’s Journal (Gn 12) 20
Planting Seeds of Forgiveness  

(Hos 14) 169
The Challenge of Forgiveness  

(Lk 15) 226
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—

Throwing Stones (Jn 8) 237
A Dialogue: Philemon and 

Onesimus (Phlm) 303

fortitude
Gifts of the Holy Spirit Charades  

(Is 11) 145

freedom
The Freedom to Be Oneself  

(Ezr 1) 92

friendship
Parents and Friends  

(1 Sm 18–20) 69
Fair- and Foul-Weather Friends  

(Jb 2, 4, 8, 16, 19, 42) 109 
Choose Your Friends Wisely  

(Sir 6, 9, 37) 135
Ben Sira Discussion Starters  

(Sir) 138
Charades: Is That Any Way to Treat 

a Friend . . . or God?  
(Mal 1) 138

Skits of Comforting Friendship  
(Mt 26) 200

God
call of:
Evan Almighty: Outrageous  

Requests (Gn 6–9, 12) 19–20
God’s Call (Is 6, Ex 3–4, Am 3, Jer 1, 

Lk 1) 144
eyes of:
Seeing Others with God’s Eyes  

(1 Sm 16) 66–67
The Shape of Our Relationship 

with God (Jer 18) 153–154
gifts of:
The Visit of the Wise Men  

(Mt 2) 190
guidance of:
Walking by Faith  

(2 Cor 5) 281
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image of:
Images of God in Isaiah (Is) 148
The Work of Your Hands  

(Is 64) 147–148
Our Personal God Image (Na 2) 179
My Final Days (2 Thess 1–2) 295
liberating nature of:
An Oral and Visual Overview  

of Exodus (Ex 1–14) 29
love for us:
“Wonderful Are Your Works”  

(Ps 139) 121
Images of God in Isaiah (Isaiah) 148
Building Up a Spiritual House  

(1 Pt 2)313
presence of:
Seeing God in Hindsight  

(Ex 33) 36
God’s Silent Presence (Ru) 62
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—An 

Internal Holy Place (1 Kgs 8) 79
Mapping God’s Presence  

(1 Chr 17) 90
God-in-My-Life Time Line (The 

Book of Wis) 133
Prayer Styles: Mantra and Choral 

Reading (Is 43) 146
The Shape of Our Relationship 

with God (Jer 18) 153–154
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—

Entering the Scene of the Dry 
Bones (Ez 37) 163

Encountering God in Highs and 
Lows (Dn 4) 166

Signs of God’s Presence (Lk 24) 228
promise of:
Artistic Interpretations of the 

Messianic Promise (Is 9) 144
Symbols of Promise (Heb 6) 305
relationship with:
The Effect of Sin: Distance  

(Gn 3) 17–18
Our Personal Wrestling with God 

(Gn 32) 23
Disposition and the Path toward 

God (2 Kgs 5) 82–83
God-in-My-Life Time Line  

(Book of Wisdom) 133
The Work of Your Hands (Is 64) 

147–148
The Shape of Our Relationship 

with God (Jer 18) 153–154
Personal Metaphors (Hos 1) 168
Charades: Is That Any Way to Treat 

a Friend . . . or God?  
(Mal 1) 185

Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—
Jesus in My House  
(Mk 2) 207–208

Idol Worship (1 Cor 10) 274–275
Practical Relationship Advice  

(Eph 4) 286
Symbols of Faith  

(2 Tm 2) 298–299
response of:
God Responds to Jeremiah’s 

Despair (Jer 20) 154
Our Challenge and God’s 

Response (Hb 1) 180
talking with:
A Press Conference with God  

(Jb 31) 111
thirst for:
For What Do You Thirst? (Ps 63) 118
will of:
Our Personal Wrestling with God 

(Gn 32) 23
Ideal-World Videos: Zechariah 

(Zec 8) 184

gods
Exegetical Tools: Historical 

Criticism in 2 Kings (2 Kgs 23) 84

Goliath
David and Goliath: “What Have I 

Done Now?” (1 Sm 17) 68

good
The Domino Effect of Goodness 

(Ru) 62

Good News, the
Advertising the Good News  

(Lk 6) 219
The Good News of Our Class  

(Jn 21) 242

gossip
Gossip: Causes and Effects  

(Sir 19, 28) 136

gratitude
See thanksgiving

greed
Clowning with the Rich Fool  

(Lk 12) 223

Habakkuk
Our Challenge and God’s 

Response (Hb 1) 180

Haggai
Building the Catholic Parish: A 

Modern Call (Hg 1) 182

Hannah
Searching for Unconditional Love: 

Hannah and Elkanah  
(1 Sm 1) 64

Hanukkah
The Feast of Hanukkah  

(2 Mc 10) 104

healing
Disposition and the Path toward 

God (2 Kgs 5) 82–83
Heal the World (Mk 2) 207
Scrapbooks on Healing  

(Mk 5, 7–8) 210–211
Help My Unbelief (Mk 9) 212
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—

Throwing Stones  
(Jn 8) 237

heroes
Unlikely Heroes (Jos 2) 53

high points
Encountering God in Highs and 

Lows (Dn 4) 166
Transfiguration Pamphlets  

(Lk 9) 221

high school
Prayer Styles: Sharing Personal 

Symbols—Memorial Stones  
(Jos 4) 53

For What Do You Thirst? (Ps 63) 118

Holocaust, the
Remembering the Holocaust  

(Dt 4) 46

holy days
A Seder Meal (Ex 12) 31  

Family Holy Days (Lv 23) 42
Jewish Holidays Come Alive  

(Nm 28–29) 45
Epiphany Celebrations (Mt 2) 191

Holy Family, the
Diaries of the Holy Family  

(Lk 2) 218

Holy Spirit, the
A Study of the Holy Spirit  

(Acts) 246
Newspaper Headlines: Miraculous 

Events in Acts (Acts 5, 9–10, 
12–14, 16, 19–20) 252

Discerning Spirits (1 Jn 4) 316
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gifts of:
Gifts of the Holy Spirit Charades  

(Is 11) 145
Guess the Virtue or Vice  

(Gal 5) 283–284

hope
Prayers of Lament and Hope  

(Jer 31) 155
Signs of Hope: Zephaniah  

(Zep 3) 181
Signs of Hope: Zechariah  

(Zec 8) 183
Artistic Reflections on Hope  

(Rom 8) 264 
Deeply Held Hopes (1 Cor 2) 273

Hosea
Personal Metaphors (Hos 1) 168
Hosea Cards (Hos 11, 14) 168
Planting Seeds of Forgiveness  

(Hos 14) 169

human condition, the
Ben Sira Discussion Starters  

(Sir) 138

human dignity
Vashti: A True Hero (Est 1) 101
“Wonderful Are Your Works”  

(Ps 139) 121

humility
Talents Gone Astray? (2 Chr 26) 90
Humility Today (Phil 2) 287-288

hypocrisy
The Face of Hypocrisy (Rom 2) 262

idolatry
Modern Idolatry (Ex 32) 35
Deuteronomy: A Challenge to Do 

the Right Thing (Dt 6) 46
Personal Idols: Reflections of God? 

(Jgs 2) 57
Idol Worship (1 Cor 10) 274–275

Ignatius, Saint
Prayer Styles: The Jesuit Examen 

(Ps 77) 119

inclusion
Insiders and Outsiders (Dt 24) 47
The Twelve Tribes and the 

Cafeteria (Jos 13–19) 55
Rejection and Faith  

(Ps 42) 117–118

infancy narratives, the
Singing Telegrams  

(Mt 1–2) 190
The Visit of the Wise Men  

(Mt 2) 190
Epiphany Celebrations  

(Mt 2) 191
Christmas Carols and the  

Two Infancy Narratives  
(Lk 1–2, Mt 1–2) 217–218, 189

integrity
Integrity (2 Sm 11–12) 74
The Face of Hypocrisy (Rom 2) 262

international community, the
Prayer Styles: Shared Wisdom—

Global Prayer (Tb 13) 98
Our Perceptions of Foreign 

Nations (Jon) 176
Epiphany Celebrations  

(Mt 2) 191
Exegetical Tools: Historical 

Criticism—Foods in Luke’s 
Gospel (Lk) 224–225

The Bread of Life: Breads from 
Around the World (Jn 6) 235–236

Isaiah
God’s Call (Is 6, Ex 3–4, Am 3, Jer 1, 

Lk 1) 144
The Mission to the Oppressed  

(Is 61) 147

Jacob
Our Personal Wrestling with God 

(Gn 32) 23
Sibling Rivalry (Gn 4, 25, 27, 

29–30, 33, 37, 45) 24

jealousy
The Divisive Effects of Jealousy 

(Nm 11–12) 43
Saul and Jealousy: How Low Can 

You Go? (1 Sm 18–19) 68
Imaging Jealousy  

(Ez 8) 162–163

Jeremiah
God’s Call (Is 6, Ex 3–4, Am 3, Jer 1, 

Lk 1) 144
Prophetic Worries (Jer 1, 2, 37) 151
Metaphors in Jeremiah (Jer 2–6) 152
True Peace (Jer 6) 152
God Responds to Jeremiah’s 

Despair (Jer 20) 154
The Lives of Jeremiah and Jesus 

(Jer) 155

Jericho
Music and the Conquest of Jericho 

(Jos 6) 54–55

Jesus Christ
A Job Recommendation: Jesus as 

Suffering Servant (Is 42, 49–50, 
52–53) 146

The Lives of Jeremiah and Jesus 
(Jer) 155

Jesus in the Gospels (Mt, Mk, Lk, 
Jn) 188

Visual Baptism Presentations  
(Mt 3) 191

The Temptation in the Desert  
(Mt 4) 192

Our Image in Jesus’ Eyes  
(Mt 16) 198

Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—
Jesus and the Children  
(Mt 19) 200

Skits of Comforting Friendship  
(Mt 26) 200

Journal Entries from the Passion 
(Mt 26–27) 201

Personal Reflection: The Paschal 
Mystery (Mt 27–28) 202

Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—
Jesus in My House  
(Mk 2) 207–208

Flipbook Miracles (Mk 4–8) 209
Scrapbooks on Healing  

(Mk 5, 7–8) 210–211
Images of Jesus (Mk 8) 211
Help My Unbelief (Mk 9) 212
The Rich Man’s Journal Entry and 

Letter to Jesus (Mk 10) 212
Jesus’ Comments on Our Society 

(Mk 11) 213
The Greatest Commandment 

Artwork (Mk 12) 214
Advertising the Good News  

(Lk 6) 219
Prayer and Life (Lk 6) 219
Modern Miracles (Lk 9) 220–221
Transfiguration Pamphlets  

(Lk 9) 221
Exegetical Tools: Historical 

Criticism—Foods in Luke’s 
Gospel (Lk) 224–225

Interpretive Skits: Zacchaeus  
(Lk 19) 226

Signs of God’s Presence (Lk 24) 228
Diagram of the Beginning  

(Jn 1)  233
“I Am” Mobile (Jn 5, 6, 8, 10–11, 

14–15) 235
The Bread of Life: Breads from 

Around the World (Jn 6) 235–236
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Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—
Throwing Stones (Jn 8)  
237 

Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—Do 
You Love Me? (Jn 21) 241

The Good News of Our Class  
(Jn 21) 242

Filming the Ascension (Acts 1) 245
The Face and Body of Christ  

(1 Cor 12) 275–276
The Christ-Within Test  

(2 Cor 13) 282 
Humility Today (Phil 2) 287-288
Roots (Col 2) 290
images of:
“I Am” Mobile (Jn 5, 6, 8, 10–11, 

14–15) 235
The Bread of Life: Breads from 

Around the World (Jn 6) 235–236
Good Shepherd Cartoons  

(Jn 10) 238
Farewell Discourse Cards  

(Jn 14–17) 239
Dear Jesus Letters and Answers to 

Doubts (Jn 20) 241
Sacrifice: A Literary Interpretation 

(Heb 10) 306
Signs for Jesus (Heb 13) 310
living like:
The Challenge of Acting Like Jesus 

(1 Thess 2) 292
Wanted Posters (2 Thess 2) 294

Job
Job: The Movie (Jb) 108
The Nature of Evil (Jb 1–2) 108–109
Fair- and Foul-Weather Friends  

(Jb 2, 4, 8, 16, 19, 42) 109
Retribution Theology (Jb) 110
God on Trial (Jb) 110–111
A Press Conference with God  

(Jb 31) 111

John, Gospel of
Jesus in the Gospels (Mt, Mk, Lk, 

Jn) 188
Diagram of the Beginning (Jn 1) 233 
“I Am” Mobile  

(Jn 5, 6, 8, 10–11, 14–15) 235
Gospel Role-Plays  

(Jn 2, 4–5,8–9) 236

John the Baptist
John the Baptist: The Musical  

(Jn 1–2) 233–234

Jonah
Service Learning: Jonah and Other 

Children’s Stories (Jon and 
other passages) 175

Our Perceptions of Foreign 
Nations (Jon) 176

Jonathan
Parents and Friends  

(1 Sm 18–20) 69

Joseph, son of Jacob
Sibling Rivalry (Gn 4, 25, 27, 

29–30, 33, 37, 45) 24
Joseph and the Amazing Techni

color Dreamcoat (Gn 37–50) 24
Newsworthy Joseph  

(Gn 37, 39–45) 25
Sex and Power in Genesis  

(Gn 12, 34, 38–39) 25–26
Good Out of Evil (Gn 45) 26

Joshua
Unlikely Heroes (Jos 2) 53
Prayer Styles: Sharing Personal 

Symbols—Memorial Stones  
(Jos 4) 53 

Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—
The Saga (Jos 6) 54

Music and the Conquest of Jericho 
(Jos 6) 54-55

The Twelve Tribes and the 
Cafeteria (Jos 13–19) 55

journey of life
Wrap-up Reflection Paper: “My 

Wanderings in the Desert of 
High School” (Ex) 37

Judaism
A Seder Meal (Ex 12) 31
The Sinai Café: Jewish Food Laws 

(Lv 11) 40
Jewish Holidays Come Alive  

(Nm 28–29) 45
Destruction of the Jews (Est 3) 102
Esther and Purim (Est, addition F) 

102
The Feast of Hanukkah  

(2 Mc 10) 104

Judas Maccabeus
Nicknames (1 Mc 2) 103
The Just-War Theory (1 Mc 5) 103

Judges
Personal Idols: Reflections of God? 

(Jgs 2) 57
Are We in Need of Judges?  

(Jgs 2–3) 58
Comic-Strip Judges  

(Jgs 3–4, 6–8,13–16) 59

judgment
What Does It Mean to Be 

Judgmental? (Mt 7) 195–196

Judith
Judith’s Wisdom (Jdt 8) 99
Judith as a Role Model  

(Jdt 10–14) 99
Leaders in the Church (Jdt) 100

justice
When I Call for Help (2 Sm 13) 75 
Modern Implications of the  

Jubilee Year (Lv 25) 42
Insiders and Outsiders (Dt 24) 47
Lambs and Wolves (Is 11) 145
Righteous Anger (Jn 2)  234
The Minimum Wage: A Living 

Wage? (Mal 3) 186
The Evil Empire (Rev 17) 324
For the Beauty of the Earth  

(Ob) 174

kindness
Purposeful Acts of Kindness  

(Sir 3) 134

kings and royalty
Divided Loyalties: Church and 

State (1 Sm 8) 64–65
A Report Card for Kings  

(2 Kgs 8–25) 83
Modern Psalms (Ps) 113

knowledge
Gifts of the Holy Spirit Charades  

(Is 11) 145

laments and lamentation
Modern Psalms (Ps) 113
Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—

Lamentations and Acrostic 
Poetry (Lam) 158

language
Ben Sira Discussion Starters  

(Sir) 138
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law
Rules My Kids Will Have to  

Follow (Lv) 39
The Sinai Café: Jewish Food Laws 

(Lv 11) 40
Israelite and U.S. Law—

Reasonable? (Lv 19) 41
The Rewards of Obedience  

(Dt 28) 48

laziness
Project Motivation (2 Thess 3) 296
leadership
Called Forth and Anointed for 

Service (1 Sm 10, 16) 65–66
Solomon’s Sins (1 Kgs 9–11) 79–80
A Report Card for Kings 

(1 Kgs 8–25) 83
Josiah: Inspirational Youth 

(2 Kgs 22–23) 83
Judith as a Role Model  

(Jdt 10–14) 99
Leaders in the Church (Jdt) 100

Lent
A Lenten Project (Jl 2) 171

life
Honor Life (Dt 30) 48–49
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—

Entering the Scene of the Dry 
Bones (Ez 37) 163

Personal Reflection: The Paschal 
Mystery (Mt 27–28) 202

Roots (Col 2) 290
Christian:
Christian Community: A Model 

(Acts 2, 4) 247–248
The Christian Team  

(Rom 12) 265–266
Children’s Books (Rom 12) 266
Stumbling Blocks  

(Rom 14) 267
Personal Foundations (1 Cor 3) 274
The Mission of Love  

(1 Cor 13) 277
Modern Letter Writing (Jude) 320
The Fruit of Revelation  

(Rev 22) 326
daily:
Prayer and Life (Lk 6) 219
inner:
Poetry Treasures (2 Cor 4) 280
Ads for Inner Needs  

(2 Cor 5) 280–281
The Christ-Within Test  

(2 Cor 13) 282 

liturgical seasons
Creating a Prayer Space  

(Ex 35–40) 36

Liturgy of the Hours, the
Prayer Styles: Recitation—The 

Liturgy of the Hours and the 
Marian Prayers (Lk 1) 217

living like Jesus
Choosing Christ (2 Tm 2) 299

Lord’s Prayer, the
Prayer Styles: Meditative 

Repetition—the Lord’s Prayer 
(Mt 6) 194

love
Searching for Unconditional Love: 

Hannah and Elkanah  
(1 Sm 1) 64

Sexuality and Television (Song) 129
Love Songs (Song 2) 130
The Greatest Commandment 

Artwork (Mk 12) 214
Agape Cards (1 Cor 13) 276
The Mission of Love (1 Cor 13) 277
Tough-Love Letters (2 Cor 7) 282
Exegetical Tools: The 

Concordance—A Study of Love 
(1 Jn 4) 317

low points
Transfiguration Pamphlets  

(Lk 9) 221

loyalty
Loyalty Lyrics (Ru 1) 61
Divided Loyalties: Church and 

State (1 Sm 8) 64–65

Luke, Gospel of
Jesus in the Gospels (Mt, Mk, Lk, 

Jn) 188
Artwork from Luke’s Gospel  

(Lk 6, 8, 11, 13) 220
Puzzles and Jumbles in Luke  

(Lk 8–20) 225

Malachi
Charades: Is That Any Way to Treat 

a Friend . . . or God?  
(Mal 1) 185

The Minimum Wage: A Living 
Wage? (Mal 3) 186

mantra
Prayer Styles: Mantra and Choral 

Reading (Is 43) 146

Mark, Gospel of
Jesus in the Gospels  

(Mt, Mk, Lk, Jn) 188

marriage
Searching for Unconditional Love: 

Hannah and Elkanah  
(1 Sm 1) 64

Mixed Marriages  
(Ezr 9–10) 93

Is There One Special Person for 
You? (Tb 6) 96

Prayer and the Married Life  
(Tb 8) 97

Love Songs (Song 2) 130
Personal Metaphors (Hos 1) 168

Martha and Mary
Personality Sketches: Martha and 

Mary (Lk 10) 222

martyrdom
Martyrdom (2 Mc 7) 104

Mary, the mother of God
Prayer Styles: Recitation—The 

Liturgy of the Hours and the 
Marian Prayers (Lk 1) 217

materialism, warnings against
The Prophets’ Emergency 

Broadcasting System (Is 3–4) 143

Matthew, Gospel of
Jesus in the Gospels  

(Mt, Mk, Lk, Jn) 188
Mathematical Equations for 

Matthew (Mt) 189

measurement
Biblical Measurements  

(Ez 40) 164

mercy
God’s Use of Weakness: Samson 

(Jgs 13–16) 60

Messiah, the
Artistic Interpretations of the 

Messianic Promise (Is 9) 144

metaphor
Metaphors in Jeremiah (Jer 2–6) 152
Personal Metaphors (Hos 1) 168
“I Am” Mobile (Jn 5, 6, 8, 10–11, 

14–15) 235
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Micah
Power Simulation: Micah (Mi 3) 177
Micah’s Call for a Return to God 

(Mi 4) 177
Turning Swords into Plowshares 

(Mi 4) 178
mindfulness
Prayer Styles: Mindfulness  

(Lk 12) 224

minimum wage
The Minimum Wage: A Living 

Wage? (Mal 3) 186

ministers
Paul as a Minister Today  

(1 Thess 2) 293
Résumés for Members of the Early 

Church (1 Tm 3, 5) 297-298

miracles
of Jesus
Mapping Miracles (Mt 13–17) 196
Rap Songs on the Feeding of Five 

Thousand (Mt 14) 197
Flipbook Miracles (Mk 4–8) 209
Scrapbooks on Healing  

(Mk 5, 7–8) 210–211
Help My Unbelief (Mk 9) 212
Modern Miracles (Lk 9) 220–221
Paying Attention to What Really 

Matters (Lk 12) 223–224 
other:
Newspaper Headlines: Miraculous 

Events in Acts (Acts 5, 9–10, 
12–14, 16, 19–20) 252

Miriam
The Divisive Effects of Jealousy 

(Nm 11–12) 43

mission
The Mission to the Oppressed  

(Is 61) 147

money
Teen Tithing (2 Chr 31) 91
Building the Catholic Parish: A 

Modern Call (Hg 1) 182
The Minimum Wage: A Living 

Wage? (Mal 3) 186
The Rich Man’s Journal Entry and 

Letter to Jesus (Mk 10) 212
Clowning with the Rich Fool  

(Lk 12) 223

Moses
God’s Self-Introduction (Ex 3) 30
The Exodus and Gospel Music  

(Ex 14–15) 31
Moses Needed Support (Ex 17) 32
Covenants and Commandments 

(Ex 19–20) 33
The Ten Commandments and 

Morality Plays (Ex 20) 34
Seeing God in Hindsight  

(Ex 33) 36
One Rash Moment (Nm 20) 44
Deuteronomy: A Challenge to Do 

the Right Thing (Dt 6) 46
The Rewards of Obedience  

(Dt 28) 48
Moses’ Obituary (Dt 34) 49
God’s Call (Is 6, Ex 3–4, Am 3, Jer 1, 

Lk 1) 144

motivation
Project Motivation (2 Thess 3) 296

music
The Exodus and Gospel Music  

(Ex 14–15) 31
Music and the Conquest of Jericho 

(Jos 6) 54–55
Loyalty Lyrics (Ru 1) 61
Prayer Styles: Music and Prayer  

(1 Sm 16) 67
Modern Music and the Psalms  

(Ps) 115
Love Songs (Song 2) 130
Singing Telegrams (Mt 1–2) 190
Tunes from the Sermon on the 

Mount (Mt 5–7) 193
Rap Songs on the Feeding of Five 

Thousand (Mt 14) 197
Christmas Carols and the Two 

Infancy Narratives (Lk 1–2,  
Mt 1–2) 217–218, 189

John the Baptist: The Musical  
(Jn 1–2) 233–234

A Window to the Inner War  
(Rom 7) 263–264

Reflections on Suffering  
(1 Pt 3–4) 314

Songs of Glory and Majesty  
(Rev 7) 323–324

liturgical:
Modern Hymns (Phil 2) 288

Naaman
Disposition and the Path toward 

God (2 Kgs 5) 82–83

Nahum
Our Personal God Image (Na 2) 179

names
Nathan
Integrity (2 Sm 11–12) 74

Nebuchadnezzar
Encountering God in Highs and 

Lows (Dn 4) 166

Nehemiah
A Social Action Step (Neh 1) 93
The Process of Rebuilding  

(Neh 2) 94

nicknames
Nicknames (1 Mc 2) 103

Noah
Evan Almighty: Outrageous  

Requests (Gn 6–9, 12) 19–20

nonviolence
Midwives and Nonviolence  

(Ex 1) 30
Swords into Plowshares (Is 2) 142
Turning Swords into Plowshares 

(Mic 4) 178

obedience
The Rewards of Obedience  

(Dt 28) 48
Personal Idols: Reflections of God? 

(Jgs 2) 57

oppression
Lambs and Wolves (Is 11) 145
The Mission to the Oppressed  

(Is 61) 147

oral tradition
Oral Tradition (Gn) 21

parables
Integrity (2 Sm 11–12) 74
Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—

Contemporary Parables of the 
Reign of God (Mt 13) 197

ABC Books (Mt 13–18) 199
The Sower’s Theater (Mk 4) 208
Artwork from Luke’s Gospel  

(Lk 6, 8, 11, 13) 220
Finger Puppet Theater: The Good 

Samaritan and Luke 10:29  
(Lk 10) 222
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parents, parenting
Parents and Friends  

(1 Sm 18–20) 69
Parents’ Guiding Words  

(1 Kgs 2) 77
Parents as Role Models  

(1 Kgs 12) 80
Passing On One’s Life Philosophy 

(Tb 4) 96
Temperance (Prv 23) 125–126
Ben Sira Discussion Starters  

(Sir) 138

parish life
Building the Catholic Parish: A 

Modern Call (Hg 1) 182

Paschal mystery
Good Out of Evil (Gn 45) 26
Seeing God in Hindsight  

(Ex 33) 36
Personal Reflection: The Paschal 

Mystery (Mt 27–28) 202

Passion, the
Skits of Comforting Friendship  

(Mt 26) 200
Journal Entries from the Passion 

(Mt 26–27) 201
Personal Reflection: The Paschal 

Mystery (Mt 27–28) 202
Stained Glass Windows for the 

Passion (Mk 14–15) 214–215
The Palestinian Times: The Good 

News Edition (Lk 19–24) 227
The Passion Narrtive (Jn 18-19) 239

Passover
A Seder Meal (Ex 12) 31 

Paul, Saint (Saul)
Jerusalem Live! (Acts 7–8) 253
Spiritual Sight (Acts 9) 253–254
Acts of the Apostles Floor Map 

(Acts 12–28) 254
Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—

The Letters and Paul’s Message 
(Rom, 1 and 2 Cor, Gal, Eph, Phil, 
Col, 1 and 2 Thess, 1 and 2 Tm, 
Ti, Phlm, Heb) 260

Spirit Leaders for God (Rom 8) 265
Tough-Love Letters (2 Cor 7) 282
Faith-Versus-Works Debate  

(Eph 2) 285
Biblical Bookmarks (Phil 1) 287
Prized Bulletin Board (Phil 3) 289
Paul as a Minister Today  

(1 Thess 2) 293

“Made in Thessalonica”  
(1 Thess 5) 293

Advice Columns (1 Tm) 297
Résumés for Members of the Early 

Church (1 Tm 3, 5) 297–298
Timothy’s Prayer for Paul  

(2 Tm 3–4) 300
journeys of:
Packing for Paul’s Journeys (Rom, 

1 and 2 Cor, Gal, Eph, Phil, Col, 
1 and 2 Thess, 1 and 2 Tm, Ti, 
Phlm, Heb) 261

peace
Swords into Plowshares (Is 2) 142
True Peace (Jer 6) 152

peer pressure
Aaron, the Golden Calf, and Peer 

Pressure (Ex 32) 34–35

Penance and Reconciliation, the 
Sacrament of

Prayer Styles: Communal Prayer—
Ritual Atonement Service  
(Lv 16) 41

Heal the World (Mk 2) 207

Pentecost
A Study of the Holy Spirit  

(Act) 246
Living Models of the Trinity  

(Acts 2) 247

Perspective
Keeping Perspective (Ex 16) 32

Peter
Loyalty Lyrics (Ru 1) 61
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery— 

Do You Love Me? (Jn 21) 241

Philippians
Biblical Bookmarks (Phil 1) 287

poetry
Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—

Lamentations and Acrostic 
Poetry (Lam) 158

poverty
Standing Up for the Poor  

(Am 8) 173
The Rich Man’s Journal Entry and 

Letter to Jesus (Mk 10) 212
Reality Check (Ex 22) 359–360
Table of Plenty? 360–361 (Neh 5) 
Human Rights (Mt 25) 366–367

power
Sex and Power in Genesis  

(Gn 12, 34, 38–39) 25–26
Solomon’s Sins (1 Kgs 9–11) 79–80
Power Simulation: Amos  

(Am 8) 172
Power Simulation: Micah  

(Mi 3) 177
The Evil Empire (Rev 17) 324

praise
Modern Psalms (Ps) 113

prayer
Moses Needed Support (Ex 17) 32
Creating a Prayer Space  

(Ex 35–40) 36
Prayer Styles: Communal Prayer—

Ritual Atonement Service  
(Lv 16) 41

Prayer Styles: Sharing Personal 
Symbols—Memorial Stones  
(Jos 4) 53

Called Forth and Anointed for 
Service (1 Sm 10, 16) 65–66

Prayer Styles: Music and Prayer  
(1 Sm 16) 67

Solomon’s Request (1 Kgs 3) 77
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—An 

Internal Holy Place (1 Kgs 8) 79
Prayer and the Married Life  

(Tb 8) 97
Prayer Styles: Shared Wisdom—

Global Prayer (Tb 13) 98
Light My Path (Ps 16, 23, 27, 98, 100, 

104, 119) 115–116]
Praying the Psalms (Ps) 116
Care for the Earth: Psalms  

(Ps 8) 116–117
Prayer Styles: The Jesuit Examen 

(Ps 77) 119
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery— 

My Future (Prv 3) 124
Prayer Styles: Mantra and Choral 

Reading (Is 43) 146
The Shape of Our Relationship 

with God (Jer 18) 153–154
Prayers of Lament and Hope  

(Jer 31) 155
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—

Entering the Scene of the Dry 
Bones (Ez 37) 163

A Lenten Project (Jl 2) 171
Prayer Styles: Meditative 

Repetition—the Lord’s Prayer 
(Mt 6) 194

Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—
Jesus and the Children  
(Mt 19) 200
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Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—
Jesus in My House  
(Mk 2) 207–208

Answered Prayer (Mk 11) 213
Prayer Styles: Recitation—The 

Liturgy of the Hours and the 
Marian Prayers (Lk 1) 217

Prayer and Life (Lk 6) 219
Prayer Styles: Mindfulness  

(Lk 12) 224
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery—

Throwing Stones (Jn 8) 237
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery— 

Do You Love Me? (Jn 21) 241
Puzzle Prayer (Eph 4) 286
Timothy’s Prayer for Paul  

(2 Tm 3–4) 300
Prayer Kits (Jas 5) 312

presence of God
The Silence of God (1 Kgs 19) 81

pride
Talents Gone Astray? (2 Chr 26) 90

problem solving
Solomon and Modern Wisdom  

(1 Kgs 3) 78

prophets and prophecy
Passing On the Role of Prophet: 

Elisha and Christian Baptism  
(2 Kgs 2) 82

Exegetical Tools: Historical 
Criticism and the Biblical 
Dictionary—The Prophets’ 
World (Is 3, 5, 13, 34, 43; Ez 16; 
Dn 3) 143

The Prophets’ Emergency 
Broadcasting System (Is 3–4) 143

Prophetic Worries (Jer 1, 2, 37) 151
The Lives of Jeremiah and Jesus 

(Jer) 155
false:
Advertising: False Prophecy  

(Jer 14) 153

Proverbs
Prayer Styles: Guided Imagery— 

My Future (Prv 3) 124
Wisdom and Folly (Prv 9) 125
Temperance (Prv 23) 125–126
Bumper Stickers, Etcetera (Prv) 126

Psalms
Modern Psalms (Ps) 113
Psalm Word Art (Ps) 113
Psalm Billboards (Ps) 114

Modern Music and the Psalms  
(Ps) 115

Light My Path (Ps 16, 23, 27, 98, 100, 
104, 119) 115–116

Praying the Psalms (Ps) 116
Care for the Earth: Psalms  

(Ps 8) 116–117
Rejection and Faith (Ps 42)  

117–118
For What Do You Thirst? (Ps 63) 118
Prayer Styles: The Jesuit Examen 

(Ps 77) 119
A Personal Inventory  

(Ps 115) 120
“Wonderful Are Your Works”  

(Ps 139) 121

Purim
Esther and Purim (Est, addition F) 

102

Rachel and Leah
Sibling Rivalry (Gn 4, 25, 27, 

29–30, 33, 37, 45) 24
rape
When I Call for Help (2 Sm 13) 75

reality
Ideal World Videos: Zechariah  

(Zec 8) 184

rebuilding
The Process of Rebuilding  

(Neh 2) 94

Rehoboam
Parents as Role Models  

(1 Kgs 12) 80

Reign of God
Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—

Contemporary Parables of the 
Reign of God (Mt 13) 197

Becoming Like Children (Mt 18) 
199

Skits: Social Rules in the Reign of 
God (Jn 13, Lk 14) 225, 238

rejection
Rejection and Faith (Ps 42) 117–118

relationships
Covenants and Commandments 

(Ex 19–20) 33

repentance
Micah’s Call for a Return to God 

(Mi 4) 177

respect
Love Songs (Song 2) 130

Resurrection, the
Resurrection Meaning  

(Dn 12) 167
Personal Reflection: The Paschal 

Mystery (Mt 27–28) 202
Resurrection Talk Show: A 

Comparison of the Gospel 
Accounts (Jn 20–21, Mt 28, Mk 
16, Lk 24) 240, 202, 215, 227

Revelation, Book of
A Revelation Catalog (Rev) 321
Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—

Apocalyptic Literature  
(Rev) 321–322

Painting the Picture (Rev 1) 322
Symbolic Numbers of Revelation 

(Rev) 323
Songs of Glory and Majesty  

(Rev 7) 321–322
Travel Brochures (Rev 20–22) 325
The Fruit of Revelation  

(Rev 22) 326

rights, human
The Sacrifice of Children  

(Gn 22) 21–22
Midwives and Nonviolence  

(Ex 1) 30

role models
God’s Self-Introduction (Ex 3) 30
Personal Idols: Reflections of God? 

(Jgs 2) 57
Parents as Role Models  

(1 Kgs 12) 80
Josiah: Inspirational Youth  

(2 Kgs 22–23) 83 
Judith as a Role Model  

(Jdt 10–14) 99

rules
Rules My Kids Will Have to  

Follow (Lv) 39

Ruth
Loyalty Lyrics (Ru 1) 61
God’s Silent Presence (Ru) 62
The Domino Effect of Goodness 

(Ru) 62

sacrifice
Sacrifice: A Literary Interpretation 

(Heb 10) 306
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saga
Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism—

The Saga (Jos 6) 54

saints
Martyrdom (2 Mc 7) 104

salvation
Faith-Versus-Works Debate  

(Eph 2) 285
Prized Bulletin Board (Phil 3) 289

Samaritan, the good
Finger Puppet Theater: The Good 

Samaritan and Luke 10:29  
(Lk 10) 222

Samson
God’s Use of Weakness: Samson 

(Jgs 13–16) 60

Samuel
Divided Loyalties: Church and 

State (1 Sm 8) 64–65
Seeing Others with God’s Eyes  

(1 Sm 16) 66–67
God’s Call (Is 6, Ex 3–4, Am 3, Jer 1, 

Lk 1) 144

Satan
The Nature of Evil (Jb 1–2) 108–109

Saul, king of Israel
Prayer Styles: Music and Prayer  

(1 Sm 16) 67
Saul and Jealousy: How Low Can 

You Go? (1 Sm 18–19) 68
Saul and Suicide (1 Sm 31) 69

seder meal
A Seder Meal (Ex 12) 31 

self-esteem
The Freedom to Be Oneself  

(Ezr 1) 92
The Lure of Advertising (Eccl 1) 127
Ben Sira Discussion Starters  

(Sir) 138
Our Image in Jesus’ Eyes  

(Mt 16) 198
Humility Today (Phil 2) 287–288

selfishness
The Cost of Selfish Sexual Choices 

(2 Sm 11) 73

Sermon on the Mount, the
Tunes from the Sermon on the 

Mount (Mt 5–7) 193

Beatitudes Charades (Mt 5) 193
Prayer Styles: Meditative 

Repetition—the Lord’s Prayer 
(Mt 6) 194

Treasure Boxes (Mt 6) 195
What Does It Mean to Be 

Judgmental? (Mt 7) 195–196

sermons
A Fiery Sermon (Gal 3) 283

servant, the suffering
A Job Recommendation:  

Jesus as Suffering Servant  
(Is 42, 49–50, 52–53) 146

service
Called Forth and Anointed for 

Service (1 Sm 10, 16) 65–66

service learning
Service Learning: Jonah and Other 

Children’s Stories (Jon and 
other passages) 175

sexism
Sexism Reversal (Sir 25–26) 135

sexuality
Sex and Power in Genesis  

(Gn 12, 34, 38–39) 25–26
The Cost of Selfish Sexual Choices 

(2 Sm 11) 73
Sexuality and Television (Song) 129
Love Songs (Song 2) 130

silence
God’s Silent Presence (Ru) 62

sin
The Effect of Sin: Distance  

(Gn 3) 17–18  (Gn 3) 18
Good Out of Evil (Gn 45) 26
The Wages of Sin (Rom 6) 262–263

slavery
An Oral and Visual Overview  

of Exodus (Ex 1–14) 29

society and culture
Status-of-Society Images  

(Am 7–9) 172 
Ideal World Videos: Zechariah  

(Zec 8) 184
Jesus’ Comments on Our Society 

(Mk 11) 213
Skits: Social Rules in the Reign of 

God (Jn 14, Lk 14) 225, 238

solidarity
Moses Needed Support (Ex 17) 32

Solomon
Parents’ Guiding Words  

(1 Kgs 2) 77
Solomon’s Request (1 Kgs 3) 77
Solomon and Modern Wisdom  

(1 Kgs 3) 78
Solomon’s Temple (1 Kgs 7) 78
Solomon’s Sins (1 Kgs 9–11) 79–80
Parents as Role Models  

(1 Kgs 12) 80

son, the prodigal
The Challenge of Forgiveness  

(Lk 15) 226

speech
James’ Puppet Show (Jgs) 311
The Power of Speech  

(Jas 3) 311–312

spirituality
Spiritual Sight (Acts 9) 253–254
Walking by Faith  

(2 Cor 5) 281
growth in:
Seed Packages (1 Cor 3) 273–274

state
Divided Loyalties: Church and 

State (1 Sm 8) 64–65

Stephen
Jerusalem Live! (Acts 7–8) 253

stereotypes
Insiders and Outsiders (Dt 24) 47
Sexism Reversal (Sir 25–26) 135
Our Perceptions of Foreign 

Nations (Jon) 176

stewardship
Stewardship: Time and Talents Pie 

Charts (Acts 4) 250

success
God Wants Our Best: Comfort and 

Challenge (Gn 4) 19

suffering
Our Personal Wrestling with God 

(Gn 32) 23]
Retribution Theology (Jb) 110
God on Trial (Jb) 110–111 
Prayers of Lament and Hope  

(Jer 31) 155
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Encountering God in Highs and 
Lows (Dn 4) 166

Reflections on Suffering  
(1 Pt 3–4) 314

suicide
Saul and Suicide (1 Sm 31) 69

symbol
Exegetical Tools: Form Criticism 

and Biblical Commentary  
(Dn 7–12) 167

Personal Metaphors (Hos 1) 168
Symbols of Faith  

(2 Tm 2) 298–299
Symbols of Promise  

(Heb 6) 305
Symbolic Numbers of Revelation 

(Rev) 323

talents
Talents Gone Astray?  

(2 Chr 26) 90
Stewardship: Time and Talents Pie 

Charts (Acts 4) 250
Puzzle Prayer (Eph 4) 286

Tamar and Judah
Sex and Power in Genesis  

(Gn 12, 34, 38–39) 25–26

technology
Light My Path (Ps 16, 23, 27, 98, 100, 

104, 119) 115–116

television
Sexuality and Television (Song) 129
Modern Value Conflicts (Bar 4) 159

Temple (of Solomon)
Solomon’s Temple (1 Kgs 7) 78

temptation
Genesis in Hollywood (Gn 3) 18
The Temptation in the Desert  

(Mt 4) 192
A Window to the Inner War  

(Rom 7) 263–264
James’ Puppet Show (Jas) 311

Ten Commandments
Covenants and Commandments 

(Ex 19–20) 33
The Ten Commandments and 

Morality Plays (Ex 20) 34
Creating a Prayer Space  

(Ex 35–40) 36

thanksgiving
Modern Psalms (Ps) 113
Prayer Styles: The Jesuit Examen 

(Ps 77) 119
The Day of the Lord (2 Pt 3) 315

theater
Modern Street Theater  

(Ez 4–5, 12, 24) 162
Daniel Theater (Dn 3, 5–6) 165–166
The Sower’s Theater (Mk 4) 208
Finger Puppet Theater: The Good 

Samaritan and Luke 10:29  
(Lk 10) 222

theology
Retribution Theology (Jb) 110

tithing
Teen Tithing (2 Chr 31) 91
Building the Catholic Parish:  

A Modern Call (Hg 1) 182

Tobit and Sarah
Passing On One’s Life Philosophy 

(Tb 4) 96
Is There One Special Person for 

You? (Tb 6) 96
Prayer and the Married Life  

(Tb 8) 97
Prayer Styles: Shared Wisdom—

Global Prayer (Tb 13) 98 

Transfiguration, the
Transfiguration Pamphlets  

(Lk 9) 221

transformation
Wrap-up Reflection Paper: “My 

Wanderings in the Desert of 
High School” (Ex) 37 

God’s Use of Weakness: Samson 
(Jgs 13–16) 60

Prayers of Lament and Hope  
(Jer 31) 155

treasure
Treasure Boxes (Mt 6) 195
The Greatest Sale (Mt 13) 198
Poetry Treasures (2 Cor 4) 280

Trinity, the
Living Models of the Trinity  

(Acts 2) 247

trust
Abraham and Trust  

(Gn 12, 15–18,22) 22–23

The Process of Rebuilding  
(Neh 2) 94

Paying Attention to What Really 
Matters (Lk 12) 223–224

A Dialogue: Philemon and 
Onesimus (Phlm) 303

truth
Footprints of Truth  

(2 and 3 Jn) 319

understanding
Gifts of the Holy Spirit Charades  

(Is 11) 145

values
David’s Wars (2 Sm 8) 72–73
A Personal Inventory (Ps 115) 120
Modern Value Conflicts (Bar 4) 159
My Final Days (2 Thess 1–2) 295

vice
Guess the Virtue or Vice  

(Gal 5) 283–284

violence
When I Call for Help (2 Sm 13) 75
Swords into Plowshares (Is 2) 142
Prayers of Lament and Hope  

(Jer 31) 155
Not on Our Watch (Est 3) 361–362

virtues
Wisdom and Virtue (Wis 4, 8) 131
Guess the Virtue or Vice  

(Gal 5) 283–284

visions
Multimedia Visions  

(Ez 1–3, 8–11, 40, 43, 47) 161
Status of Society Images  

(Am 7–9) 172
Picturing Zechariah’s Visions  

(Zec 1–6) 183

vocation
God’s Call (Is 6, Ex 3–4, Am 3, Jer 1, 

Lk 1) 144
Prophetic Worries (Jer 1, 2, 37) 151

war
David’s Wars (2 Sm 8) 72–73
The Just-War Theory  

(1 Mc 5) 103
Explaining One’s Call (Lk 4–6) 

218–219
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weakness, human
Unlikely Heroes (Jos 2) 53
God’s Use of Weakness: Samson 

(Jgs 13–16) 60

wealth
The Rich Man’s Journal Entry and 

Letter to Jesus (Mk 10) 212
Clowning with the Rich Fool  

(Lk 12) 223
James’ Puppet Show (Jas) 311

wisdom
One Rash Moment (Nm 20) 44
Parents’ Guiding Words  

(1 Kgs 2) 77
Solomon and Modern Wisdom  

(1 Kgs 3) 78
Judith’s Wisdom (Jdt 8) 99
Judith as a Role Model  

(Jdt 10–14) 99
Wisdom Scripture Search  

and Artwork  
(Ps, Prv, Eccl, Wis, Sir) 106

Exegetical Tools: The Concordance 
and Wisdom Themes (Wisdom 
and Poetry Books) 107

Modern Psalms (Ps) 113
Wisdom and Folly (Prv 9) 125
Bumper Stickers, Etcetera  

(Prv) 126
Wisdom and Virtue (Wis 4, 8) 131
The Qualities of Wisdom  

(Wis 7) 132
Ben Sira Discussion Starters  

(Sir) 138
Cartoons from Ben Sira (Sir) 139
A Personal Wisdom Book  

(Wisdom and Poetry Books) 140
Gifts of the Holy Spirit Charades  

(Is 11) 145
The Paradox of the Cross  

(1 Cor 1) 272
men:
The Visit of the Wise Men  

(Mt 2) 190
Epiphany Celebrations  

(Mt 2) 191
women:
Leaders in the Church (Jdt) 100
Vashti: A True Hero (Est 1) 101

word of God
Pay Attention! (Heb 2) 304

worldview
Seeing Others with God’s Eyes  

(1 Sm 16) 66–67

Zacchaeus
Interpretive Skits: Zacchaeus  

(Lk 19) 226

Zechariah
Picturing Zechariah’s Visions  

(Zec 1–6) 183
Signs of Hope: Zechariah  

(Zec 8) 183
Ideal World Videos: Zechariah  

(Zec 8) 184

Zephaniah
Signs of Hope: Zephaniah  

(Zep 3) 181
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APPENDIX B
Review Puzzle Solutions

L O V E G O D

A B O V E A L L

T H I N G S A N D

P U T G O D F I R S T

I N O U R L I V E S

C A R E F O R T H O S E W H O

A R E P O O R A N D

O P P R E S S E D A N D T R E A T

E V E R Y O N E W I T H

J U S T I C E A N D L O V E

T A K E S H I M U P T O

M O U N T N E B O A N D

S H O W S H I M T H E

L A N D T H A T I S R A E L

I S T O S E T T L E

DEUTERONOMY (p. 50) 1 SAMUEL (p. 71)

GENESIS (p. 28)

WORDS HIDDEN IN 
WORD SEARCH:

1. DEPARTURE
2. MOSES
3. HOLY GROUND 
4. YAHWEH 
5. AARON
6. LET MY PEOPLE GO
7. PLAGUES

8. PASSOVER
9. RED SEA
10. MIRIAM
11. MANNA
12. SINAI
13.  TEN 

  COMMANDMENTS 
14. ARK
15. GOLD

EXODUS TELLS THE 
STORY OF HOW GOD 
LIBERATED THE ISRAELITES 
FROM SLAVERY.

E O G E L P O E P Y M T E L P

H R R E H X M O D U S S T L N

S E U E E O L I L S E T A H O

I G W T D E L S R S T G O M R

N R O H R S Y Y O I U O A F A

A H O L A A E M G E A N W G A

I O D L D Y P A S R N M I B E

R A T E D K T E H A O E I S R

A E L I T E R S D F R U O M S

S T N E M D N A M M O C N E T

L A V E R E V O S S A P R D Y

FILL-IN ANSWER:

EXODUS (p. 38)
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GREATEST KING
OF
ISRAEL

DAVID WAS THE . . .

FILL-IN ANSWER:

EVENT ORDER, WITH LETTERS TO BE INSERTED 
IN BLANK SPACES AT THE BOTTOM:

(1) 15 A

(2) 14 R

(3) 13 S

(4) 12 I

(5) 8 I

(6) 6 ST

(7) 9 N

(8) 5 TE

(9) 16 E

(10) 2 R

(11) 4 A

(12) 1 G

(13) 7 K

(14) 3 E

(15) 10 G

(16) 11 OF

(17) 17 L

2 SAMUEL (p. 76)
WORDS HIDDEN IN 
WORD SEARCH: 
1. SOLOMON
2. WISDOM
3. SHEBA 
4. TEMPLE 
5. THIRTEEN
6. FORCED
7. GOLD
8. GODS

9. JEROBOAM
10. REHOBOAM
11. JUDAH
12. KING
13. JERUSALEM 
14. SAMARIA
15. AHAB
16. ELIJAH
17. JEZEBEL

G N E E T R I H T G O D S H F

O I M H P O N S A M A R I A O

L R T A A S N O C W E O J J R

D F F D A I H T M H I E F I C

J E R U S A L E M O Z S G L E

U A L J N E L S B E L N D E D

S T H O T P H E B A I O C O O

V E N A M A N E T K A N S D M

T H E E B L L J E R O B O A M

A W T * * * M A O B O H E R *

1 KINGS (p. 88)

I M P O R T A N C E  O F
F A I T H F U L N E S S TO THE 
COVENANT A N D  T H E  L A W

FILL-IN ANSWER:

TANSA = SATAN
VYIRETGNHE = EVERYTHING
SUCRE DGO = CURSE GOD
HIATF = FAITH
TOCOFMR = COMFORT
EEBDTA = DEBATE
SUPIGHNIN = PUNISHING
CENNIECON = INNOCENCE
LUWOPFER = POWERFUL

WHY DO GOOD PEOPLE SUFFER?

The theme of the Book of Job is . . .

JOB (p. 112)

SCRAMBLED WORDS UNSCRAMBLED  
(KEY LETTERS IN BOLD)

FILL-IN ANSWER:

1. They declare the glory of God.

2. God is a shepherd and a gracious host.

3. God is our light and salvation.

4. They were made by the word of God.

5. May God be gracious to us and bless us.

6. Sing a new song to the Lord.

7. He is good and his love endures forever.

8. We should rejoice and be glad.

9. His word is a lamp to my feet.

10. He is gracious and merciful.

PSALMS (p. 123)
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HOSEA (p. 170)

1. GOMER
2. LOVE
3. EGYPT
4. UNFAITHFUL
5. ASSYRIA
6. KING
7. PARENT
8. SAVIOR
9. NORTHERN
10. WHIRLWIND
11. FREELY
12. KNOWLEDGE
13. LORD
14. MARRIAGE
15. IDOLS

ANSWER TO CLUES (KEY LETTERS IN BOLD)

HIDDEN PHRASE: RETURN TO THE LORD

MATTHEW (p. 205)

1. EMMANUEL (33, 4, 23)

2. FRANKINCENSE (19, 28, 20, 42, 5)

3. BAPTISM (18, 36, 47, 43, 6, 7)

4. TEMPTATION (46, 11, 39, 24, 17)

5. THE BEATITUDES (9, 2, 25, 48, 44, 30, 35, 13)

6. JUDGE (1, 22)

7. TWELVE (8, 16, 37, 38)

8. COVENANT (31, 12, 32, 15, 34)

9. PETER (45, 29, 10)

10. RESURRECTION (26, 3, 27, 40, 14, 41, 21)

KEY LETTERS ARE IN BOLD (NUMBERS, LEFT TO 
RIGHT, CORRESPOND TO NUMBERS IN FILL-IN 

ANSWER)

FILL-IN ANSWER:

JESUS IS THE MESSIAH 
WHO BRINGS LIBERATION 

AND SALVATION 
TO ALL PEOPLE.

WORDS HIDDEN IN  
WORD SEARCH:

1. HOSTS
2. UNCLEAN
3. SEND
4. SIGN; IMMANUEL
5. JESSE; SPIRIT
6. COMFORT

7. PREPARE; HIGHWAY
8. SERVANT
9. SONG
10 FEAR; MINE
11. LIGHT; SALVATION
12. FORGET
13. LAMB
14. WORK

S E S S E J P N I A C Y B F

X A C P T R O F M O C A M E

E U L N I M M U M D P W A A

I R G V I R U C A N J H L R

T I A N A N I T N E F G W I

S H E P C T H T U S O I O U

S T G L E O I Q E X R H R T

S O E I S R D O L D G U K R

O A N T L M P I N T E Q P B

N J S G S E R V A N T K O T

ISAIAH (p. 150)

D I W I L H L P L A C E M S

Y R L T C A W W I T H I A N

T H O U N E M A N H D B W R

J E R U S A L E M T B H H I

T A E P G I N T U A P T A L

B O N T O H H E T E E O I E

K A E P S T T H V D I L K H

L E T T E R T B M O W C E C

R H E S A N J E R T C N D A

S I W G I L O O R L B I E R

E T H I E I R S S G O O Z D

A N D F T H E Y I I S L H A

L L B E M Y P E O R A P L E

* * * * * * * * * * P H * *

WORDS HIDDEN IN 
WORD SEARCH:

1. WOMB
2. SPEAK
3. JERUSALEM
4. LOINCLOTH
5. DROUGHT
6. SABBATH
7. POTTER

8. FIGS
9. DEATH
10. LETTER
11. COVENANT
12. BARUCH
13. PRISON
14. RACHEL
15. JOSIAH
16. ZEDEKIAH

“I will place my law within 
them, and write it upon their 

hearts; I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.”

—Jeremiah 31:33 (NABRE)

FILL-IN ANSWER:

JEREMIAH (p. 157)
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MARK (p. 216)

SREMHEHORAG

4352:5kraM

CNULAEN
SRIPIT

8212:1kraM

DBNIL

6222:8kraM

DEAF

3713:7kraM

REWHTIED
NHAD

61:3kraM

EERLP

5404:1kraM

EEVFR

1392:1kraM

OFOPITN
THDEA

3453,4212:5kraM

RLCAYPAIT

111:2kraM ––––

–––

–––

HEMORRHAGES UNCLEAN SPIRIT BLIND

DEAF WITHERED HAND LEPER

FEVER POINT OF DEATH PARALYTIC

6 1 8

7 5 3

2 9 4

ALL NUMBERS ADD TO 15

Luke’s Gospel makes it clear that Mary o 
Nazareth has a special place in God’s . . .

1. ELIZABETH (7,10)
2. SHEPHERDS (6,1)
3. SAMARITAN (9,13)
4. LAZARUS (2)
5. TAX COLLECTOR (12,5)
6. ZACCHAEUS (3)
7. WIDOW (11)
8. CRIMINAL (4,8)

PLAN OF SALVATION.

LUKE (p. 232)

KEY LETTERS ARE IN BOLD 
(NUMBERS TO THE LEFT CORRESPOND 
TO NUMBERS IN THE FILL-IN ANSWER)

FILL-IN ANSWER:

1. WORD OF GOD
2. LIGHT OF LIFE
3. ONLY SON OF GOD
4. BREAD OF LIFE
5. LIGHT OF THE WORLD
6. GATE FOR THE SHEEP
7.  GOOD SHEPHERD
8. RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE
9. WAY AND THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE
10. VINE AND WE ARE THE BRANCHES

A = ✡
B = ●
C = ❃
D = ✫
E = ✬
F = ❑
G = ✧
H = ❍
I = ✥

J = none
K = none
L = ✪
M = none
N = ▼
O = ✰
P = ❊
Q = none
R = ❆

S = ❈
T = ❂
U = ✴
V = ❚
W = ▲
X = none
Y = ❒
Z = none

JOHN (p. 243)

CODE:

STATEMENTS:
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES (p. 257)
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Dear Timothy,

Train yourself in devotion to God, since it holds a 

PROMISE of life. Do not let anyone criticize your 

efforts just because you are young; rather, set an 

EXAMPLE. Do not neglect the GIFT you have. Dress 

with MODESTY. AVOID profane conversation. Do 

not engage in foolish and ignorant debates for you 

know that will lead to QUARRELS. Treat all people 

with respect, as if they were YOUR FAMILY.  Be 

STRONG through the grace of Jesus; endure your 

share of HARDSHIP. Do your best to present yourself 

as acceptable to GOD. Turn from your YOUTHFUL 

passions and desires, and pursue virtue. Remain 

FAITHFUL to what you have learned and believe. 

PROCLAIM the word; be persistent whether it is 

CONVENIENT or inconvenient. Fight the good fi ght 

of faith and secure the ETERNAL LIFE to which you 

were called and for which you were created.

The grace of the Lord be with you,

Paul

FIRST AND SECOND 
LETTERS TO TIMOTHY (p. 301)

FIRST LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS (p. 279)

REVELATION TO JOHN (p. 327)

LETTER TO THE ROMANS (p. 271)
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