Handbook
for Today’s
Catholic
Children

Francine M. O’Connor

rghguori
Liguori Publicatio <©'2016"Al rights reserved.
Liguori.org ¢ 800-325-9521



Imprimi Potest:
James Shea, CSsR
Provincial, St. Louis Province
The Redemptorists

Imprimatur:
Monsignor Maurice F. Byrne
Vice Chancellor, Archdiocese of St. Louis

ISBN 978-0-7648-1013-8
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: 2002112561
Copyright © 2002 Liguori Publications
Printed in the United States of America
161718 / 141312

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored
in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, except for
brief quotations in printed reviews, without the prior written permission of
Liguori Publications.

This booklet was previously published under the title You and God: Friends
Forever by Liguori Publications, 1993.

Liguori Publications, a nonprofit corporation, is an apostolate of the
Redemptorists. To learn more about the Redemptorists, visit Redemptorists.
com.

To order, call 800-325-9521
Liguori.org

Interior illustrations by Chris Sharp.

Liguori Publications « © 2016 All rights reserved.
Liguori.org * 800-325-9521



CONTENTS

11 0 Yo [0 e 1 oY o 1 5

(03 =1 01T g 6
You and God: Friends Forever (Intimacy With God)

(03 3 =1 0] (=Y 2 9
Your Fabulous Faith (The Mysteries of God)

(00 T=1 o 1= g TSP 13
One, Two, Three: What a Mystery! (The Trinity)

Chapter 4.t 17
The God Within You (Grace)

(03 1 T=1 o 1Y g Y PP 20
Jesus Gathers a Family (The Church)

(07 =T o L1 g SRR 24
A Mother to Love You (Mary)

(07 o =T o =1 SRR 29
God Gives You His Word (The Bible)

(07 =T o C=1 g SR 32
All About Sin — More About Love (Sin and Forgiveness)

(07 =T o =1 g T 36

Liguti BUBTiREGSAS™ ©2616 Aiiights reserved.
Liguori.org * 800-325-9521



(07 =T o L1 e 0 SRR 40
The All-Stars of the Church (The Communion of Saints)

(07 =T o L1 i I SRR 44
The Rules of the Game (The Ten Commandments)

(07 =T o C=1 g SRR 49
Jesus Commands Us to Love
(The Two Great Commandments)

(03 1 T=1 0 (=Y g 1 PR 52
The Church Cares for You (Rules of the Church)

(03 =1 0 (=Y g PR 56
You Care for the Church
(The Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy)

(07 =T o L1 gl 1 2SR 60
Sharing the Good News (Evangelization and Discipleship)

Liguori Publications « © 2016 All rights reserved.
Liguori.org * 800-325-9521



Introduction

Do you know that God is your very best friend? Do you
know where Jesus is right now? Do you ever wonder if
God really hears your prayers?

This booklet will help you answer these questions.
This is your very own handbook about your Catholic
faith. As you read through it, you will learn how special
you are to God and to your Church family.

To the Parent
This booklet is patterned after the best-selling Handbook
for Today’s Catholic. Chapters have been titled for your
child’s level of understanding. For your benefit, the basic
message of each chapter is in parentheses after each title.
Have fun learning with your child and getting to know
God together.
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CHAPTER 1

You and God:

Friends Forever
(Intimacy With God)

Friends are the most fantastic people in your life! You
have had some friends for as long as you can remember.
Your parents and brothers and sisters are your longtime
friends. Some friendships are brand new.

When you
meet a new
friend, you 1 \P\leﬂ
want to know ~o) e

all about that
person. You
want to tell N Z
your new
friend all
about yourself.
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It is truly wonderful to have many friends. Friends
keep you company when you are lonely. They hug you
when you are sad. They share games and fun with you.
They help you when you are worried or confused. They
teach you how to be a good friend.

The Greatest Friend of All
God is your longest-time friend. God loved you even be-
fore you were born. A very long time ago, God had a good
idea. YOU were God’s good idea. First, God thought of
you. Then God made you to be his friend. You are very
precious to God.

Have you ever made something all by yourself?
Maybe you drew a picture for someone special. Maybe you
built a birdhouse with a hammer, nails, glue, and paint.
Maybe you made a splendid sandcastle on the beach.

Do you remember how good you felt about what you
made? You were pleased and proud! That’s how God feels
about you. God is proud of what he has created. God is
very pleased with you.

God made everything about you, and so everything
about you is wonderful. Your mind is wonderful. Your
body is wonderful. Your soul is wonderful.

God is a lot like your other friends, only better. God
keeps you company when you are lonely. God shares your
happy times with you. God comforts you when you are
sad. God helps you when you are worried and guides you
when you are confused. God teaches you to be a good
friend to others.

Liguori Publications « © 2016 All rights reserved.
Liguori.org * 800-325-9521



Learning About Your Friend, God

Because God is such a special friend, you want to know
all about him. You want to know who God is and how you
can be close to him. You want to know where to find God
when you need him and how to be a better friend to him.

God will teach you all these things. God has chosen
many ways to make himself known to you. This booklet
will tell you about some of those ways. You will learn
about God’s love for you and your love for God. You will
learn about God’s love for others and your love for oth-
ers. You will learn about God’s family, God’s angels and
saints, and God’s Church. You will begin a friendship
with God that will last forever and ever.

What an exciting adventure! You and God: friends
forever.

PRAYER

Thank you, God, for being my fiiend.
This is a wonderful adventure.
I want to learn all about you
so I can love you more and love others better.
Help me understand all that I read
in this booklet.
Amen.
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