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Dedication
To my family:

my parents Jim and Peg,
my husband Bill,

our son Sam and daughter-in-law Erin,
and our precious grandchildren  

Ben, Lucas, and Andrew

To all the children I have had the privilege of
teaching throughout the years.
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Dear Parents and Teachers:
Saints and Me! is a series of children’s books about saints, with 
six books in each set. The first set, Saints of North America, 
honors holy men and women who blessed and served the 
land we call home. The second set, Saints of Christmas, 
includes heavenly heroes who inspire us through Advent and 
Christmas and teach us to love the Infant Jesus. The third set, 
Saints for Families, introduces saints who modeled God’s love 
within and for the domestic Church. 
	 Saints for Communities explores six individuals from 
different times and places who served Jesus through their 
various roles and professions. Saint John Baptist de la Salle 
taught children and founded a familiar educational system. 
Saint Joan of Arc helped to bring peace to the country of 
France. The Apostle Matthew was a tax collector before 
deciding to follow Jesus. The Apostle Thomas preached and 
built churches. Saint Cecilia sang hymns to Jesus in her heart. 
And Michael the Archangel is well-known for his protection. 
	 Which saint doubted Jesus’ resurrection? Which one 
fought a heavenly battle? Which saint heard heavenly voices? 
Who sold everything he owned? Which saint was first named 
Levi? Which saint was married against her will? Find out 
in the Saints for Communities set—part of the Saints and Me! 
series—and help your child connect to the lives of the saints. 
	 Introduce your children or students to the Saints and Me! 
series as they: 	

—READ about the lives of the saints and are inspired by 
their stories.

—PRAY to the saints for their intercession.
—CELEBRATE the saints and relate them to their lives. 
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Jesus traveled from town to town and taught people 

about God’s love. He healed the sick and helped the 

poor. Many people followed Jesus. They were called 

his disciples. Jesus chose twelve special men, called 

apostles, to preach his Good News to all nations. 

This is a story about the Apostle Matthew.
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Matthew was a tax collector. He collected 

money from the people and gave it to the Roman 

government. In those days, most tax collectors 

were unfair and kept money for themselves. The 

people did not like how they were treated, and they 

probably did not like Matthew, either.
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One day, Matthew sat at a table counting 

money. He saw a group of men on the road. 

Then he saw Jesus talking to some of his 

close friends. Jesus walked toward Matthew 

and said, “Follow me.”
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John Baptist  
de la Salle 

Caring Teacher and Mentor

From very early on, John Baptist de la Salle 
wanted to be a priest. He was ordained, but then 
someone knocked on his door and asked him to 
start a school and become a teacher. This new life 
brought good to many poor children and helped 
teachers too! Can you teach others about God like 
this saint?

Barbara Yoffie
Illustrated by  
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Joan of Arc
Brave Soldier for Peace

Joan was a small-town girl when God sent her messages 
and visions to lead the French army to safety under a 
new king. Many doubted her calling, believing it to be 
lies, insanity, or even witchcraft. Joan stayed on the 
path and eventually died for her faith. Read Joan’s story. 
Can you bravely defend truth and peace like this saint?
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Matthew  
the Apostle 

Banker and God's Storyteller

Matthew was a tax collector. Then one day, 
Jesus walked by and asked him to follow his 
way. Matthew invited Jesus into his home and 
became an apostle. After Jesus ascended into 
heaven, this saint spread the Good News and 
wrote one of the gospels. Read Matthew’s story. 
Can you, like this saint, tell others how God 
lives in your life?
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As a young woman, Cecilia was promised in 
marriage to a non-Christian. On her wedding 
day, she sang a love song not to her husband, but 
to the Lord. From that love came the strength 
to remain faithful in the midst of challenges and 
the conversion of her husband and many others. 
Read Cecilia’s story. Can you bear spiritual fruit 
in the world like this saint?

Cecilia 
Singing and Sharing the Faith
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Builder and Believer
Builder and Believer

Thomas  
the Apostle 

Builder and Believer

Thomas was an apostle of Jesus. He witnessed 
conversions and miracles and heard the truth 
spoken in new ways. He didn’t believe in the 
resurrection at first, but when Jesus appeared to 
him in person, he wanted to bring God’s presence 
to many more people. Read this saint’s story. Can 
you build God’s family of faith like Thomas?

Barbara Yoffie
Illustrated by  
Jeff Albrecht
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Michael
the Archangel 

Protector of God's People

Michael was created by God to protect all people and creation 
from the threats of evil. From heaven to earth and back 

again, this angel listens for our cries for help and 
responds at the first sign of danger. Read Michael’s 

story. Can you resist temptation and intercede 
for others like this archangel?
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John Baptist de la Salle

Caring Teacher  
and Mentor

Cecilia

Singing and Sharing 
the Faith

SAINTS FOR COMMUNITIES
Activity Book

Reproducible activities for all  
6 books in the series

Joan of Arc

Brave Soldier  
for Peace

Thomas the Apostle

Builder and Believer

Matthew the Apostle

Banker and God's 
Storyteller

Michael  
the Archangel

Protector of God's People
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