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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

17 PRESENTATION AND PREPARATION
OF THE GIFTS

While the people’s gifts are brought forward to the Priest
and are placed on the altar, the Offertory Chant is sung.

Before placing the bread on the altar, the Priest says
inaudibly:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,

for through your goodness we have received

the bread we offer you:

fruit of the earth and work of human hands,

it will become for us the bread of life.

If there is no singing, the Priest may say this prayer
aloud, and the people may respond:

PEOPLE: Blessed be God for ever.

When he pours wine and a little water into the chalice,
the Deacon (or the Priest) says inaudibly:

By the mystery of this water and wine

may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.
Before placing the chalice on the altar, he says:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:

fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
it will become our spiritual drink.

If there is no singing, the Priest may say this prayer
aloud, and the people may respond:

20



Prayer over the Offerings 21

PEOPLE: Blessed be God for ever.

The Priest says inaudibly:

With humble spirit and contrite heart

may we be accepted by you, O Lord,

and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
be pleasing to you, Lord God.

Then he washes his hands, saying:

Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity

and cleanse me from my sin.

18 INVITATION TO PRAYER

Priest: Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),

that my sacrifice and yours

may be acceptable to God,

the almighty Father.
PEOPLE:

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,

for our good

and the good of all his holy Church.

19 PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

The Priest, speaking in our name, asks the Father to
bless and accept these gifts.

M Turn to Today’s Mass

At the end, PEOPLE: Amen.
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“Rise, take the child and his moher, [and] flee . . ..
DECEMBER 29

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS,
MARY AND JOSEPH

Feast

ENTRANCE ANT. Lk 2:16 [Jesus, Mary and Joseph]

The shepherds went in haste, and found Mary and
Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger.

- No. 2, p. 10

COLLECT [Shining Example]

O God, who were pleased to give us

the shining example of the Holy Family,

graciously grant that we may imitate them

in practicing the virtues of family life and in the bonds
of charity,

and so, in the joy of your house,

delight one day in eternal rewards.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy

Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen. |

150
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FIRST READING Sir 3:2-6, 12-14  [Duties toward Parents]
Fidelity to Yahweh implies many particular virtues, and
among them Sirach gives precedence to duties toward par-
ents. He promises atonement for sin to those who honor
their parents.

A reading from the Book of Sirach

OD sets a father in honor over his children;
a mother’s authority he confirms over her sons.
Whoever honors his father atones for sins,
and preserves himself from them.
When he prays, he is heard,;
he stores up riches who reveres his mother.
Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children,
and, when he prays, is heard.
Whoever reveres his father will live a long life;
he obeys his father who brings comfort to his mother.

My son, take care of your father when he is old,;
grieve him not as long as he lives.

Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him;
revile him not all the days of his life;

kindness to a father will not be forgotten,
firmly planted against the debt of your sins
—a house raised in justice to you.

The word of the Lord. R. Thanks be to God. ¥

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 128 [Happiness in Families]

YD N N Y N T 1
I o N N | N | | y T
p—F 1 T T | T h T T {

I | o | P
¥ T & - ¥ "
R. Bles-sed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD,
who walks in his ways!

For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
blessed shall you be, and favored.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his
ways.
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Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine
in the recesses of your home;

your children like olive plants
around your table.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his
ways.

Behold, thus is the man blessed
who fears the LORD.

The Lorp bless you from Zion:
may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life.

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his
ways. ¥

SECOND READING Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17
[Plan for Family Life]

Paul describes the life a Christian embraces through baptism.

[If the “Shorter Form”is used, the indented text in brackets is
omitted.]

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians

ROTHERS and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen

ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing
with one another and forgiving one another, if one has
a grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven
you, so must you also do. And over all these put on
love, that is, the bond of perfection. And let the peace
of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you
were also called in one body. And be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you
teach and admonish one another, singing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your
hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giv-
ing thanks to God the Father through him.
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[Wives, be subordinate to your husbands, as is
proper in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives,
and avoid any bitterness toward them. Children,
obey your parents in everything, for this is pleas-
ing to the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your chil-
dren, so they may not become discouraged.]

The word of the Lord. B. Thanks be to God. {

ALLELUIA Col 3:15a, 16a [Peace of Christ]
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Let the peace of Christ control your hearts;

let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.

R. Alleluia, alleluia. }

GOSPEL Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 [Escape into Egypt]
In Christ all the prophecies are fulfilled. He is the Messiah,
the dominant one—the Son of God. In all things he carries
out the will of his Father.

¥. The Lord be with you. R. And with your spirit.

k A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

HEN the magi had departed, behold, the angel of

the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
“Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and
stay there until I tell you. Herod is going to search for
the child to destroy him.” Joseph rose and took the
child and his mother by night and departed for Egypt.
He stayed there until the death of Herod, that what the
Lord had said through the prophet might be fulfilled,

Out of Egypt I called my son.

When Herod had died, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said,
“Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land
of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are
dead.”He rose, took the child and his mother, and went
to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus
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was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he
was afraid to go back there. And because he had been
warned in a dream, he departed for the region of
Galilee. He went and dwelt in a town called Nazareth,
so that what had been spoken through the prophets
might be fulfilled,
He shall be called a Nazorean.
—The Gospel of the Lord. R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus

Christ. = No. 15, p. 18
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS [Grace and Peace]
We offer you, Lord, the sacrifice of conciliation,
humbly asking that,

through the intercession of the Virgin Mother of God
and Saint Joseph,

you may establish our families firmly in your grace
and your peace.

Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen. = No. 21, p. 22 (Pref. P 3-5)

When the Roman Canon is used, the proper form of the
Communicantes (In communion with those) is said.

COMMUNION ANT. Bar 3:38 [God with Us]

Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among
us. ¥

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION [Imitate Their Example]

Bring those you refresh with this heavenly Sacrament,
most merciful Father,

to imitate constantly the example of the Holy Family,
so that, after the trials of this world,

we may share their company for ever.

Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen. = No. 30, p. 77

Optional Solemn Blessings, p. 97, and Prayers over the People, p. 105
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Je-sus, Liv-ing Song of God.

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
! 5

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

. All people that on earth do dwell.
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;
Him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell,
Come ye before him and rejoice.

. Know that the Lord is God indeed;
Without our aid he did us make;
We are his flock, he doth us feed.
And for his sheep he doth us take.

. O enter then his gates with praise,
Approach with joy his courts unto;
Praise, laud, and bless his name always,
For it is seemly so to do. Amen.

Faith of Our Fathers m
. Faith of our fathers! living still,

In spite of dungeon, fire, and sword;
O how our hearts beat high with joy,
Whene’er we hear that glorious word!

Refrain: Faith of our fathers holy faith,
We will be true to thee till death.

. Faith of our fathers! We will love
Both friend and foe in all our strife,
And preach thee too, as love knows how,
By kindly words and virtuous life.

. Faith of our fathers! Mary’s prayers
Shall keep our country close to thee;
And through the truth that comes from God,
O we shall prosper and be free. 589
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PRAYERS BEFORE HOLY COMMUNION
Act of Faith

Lord Jesus Christ, I firmly believe that you are
present in this Blessed Sacrament as true God and
true Man, with your Body and Blood, Soul and
Divinity. My Redeemer and my Judge, I adore your
Divine Majesty together with the angels and saints.
I believe, O Lord; increase my faith.

Act of Hope

Good Jesus, in you alone I place all my hope. You
are my salvation and my strength, the Source of all
good. Through your mercy, through your Passion
and Death, I hope to obtain the pardon of my sins,
the grace of final perseverance and a happy eternity.

Act of Love

Jesus, my God, I love you with my whole heart and
above all things, because you are the one supreme
Good and an infinitely perfect Being. You have
given your life for me, a poor sinner, and in your
mercy you have even offered yourself as food for
my soul. My God, I love you. Inflame my heart so
that I may love you more.

Act of Contrition

O my Savior, I am truly sorry for having offended
you because you are infinitely good and sin dis-
pleases you. I detest all the sins of my life and I
desire to atone for them. Through the merits of your
Precious Blood, wash from my soul all stain of sin,
so that, cleansed in body and soul, I may worthily
approach the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.



662 Major Practices

HOLYDAYS OF OBLIGATION
Holydays in the United States

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother

Of GO January 1
Ascension of the Lord................... 40 days after Easter or
Sunday after the 6th Sunday of Easter
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary............ August 15
AlL SAINES oo November 1
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary ..., December 8
Nativity of the Lord [Christmas]................. December 25

SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY

1. To admonish the sinner (correct those who need it).
To instruct the ignorant (teach the ignorant).
3. To counsel the doubtful (give advice to those
who need it).
4. To comfort the sorrowful (comfort those who
suffer).
To bear wrongs patiently (be patient with others).
To forgive all injuries (forgive others who hurt you).
7. To pray for the living and the dead (pray for others).

&
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CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY

To feed the hungry.

To give drink to the thirsty.
To clothe the naked.

To visit the imprisoned.

To shelter the homeless.
To visit the sick.

To bury the dead.

NSOk wh



Major Practices 663

N

© NS Uk w

10.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

. I, the Lord, am your God. You shall not have

other gods besides Me.

You shall not take the name of the Lord, your
God, in vain.

Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day.

Honor your father and your mother.

You shall not kill.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your
neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s goods.

PRECEPTS OF THE CHURCH
(Traditional Form)

. To participate at Mass on all Sundays and

Holydays of Obligation.

To fast and to abstain on the days appointed.

To confess our sins at least once a year.

To receive Holy Communion during Easter
Time.

To contribute to the support of the Church.

To observe the laws of the Church concerning
marriage.





