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The Gospel According to
Mark

The Gospel According to Mark was the first
Gospel to be written. It is shorter than Matthew, Luke,

and John. But like those Gospels, it has many stories about
what Jesus said and did. Mark’s Gospel helps us to be better
followers of Jesus. It teaches us to love like Jesus. It teaches us
follow his Commandments. It reminds us that Jesus suffered and
#hat we might have to suffer too. But it also reminds us to have
hope. If we love Jesus and follow his Commandments, one day
we will live with him in Heaven.
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The Preaching of John
the Baptist
1 This is the Good News about Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. 2t began
as the prophet Isaiah had written:
“God said, ‘I will send my
messenger ahead of you
to open the way for you.”
3 Someone is shouting in the
desert,
‘Get the road ready for the
Lord;
make a straight path for him
to travell”

4 So John appeared in the desert,
baptizing and preaching. “Turn away
from your sins and be baptized,” he
told the people, “and God will forgive
your sins.” 5Many people from the
province of Judea and the city of Je-
rusalem went out fo hear John. They
confessed their sins, and he baptized
them in the Jordan River.

6 John wore clothes made of cam-
el’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and his food was locusts and
wild honey. 7He announced to the
people, “The man who will come after
me is much greater than | am. | am not
good enough even to bend down and
untie his sandals. 8| baptize you with
water, but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.”

The Baptism and

Temptation of Jesus

9 Not long afterward Jesus came from
Nazareth in the province of Galilee,
and was baptized by John in the Jor-
dan. 10 As soon as Jesus came up out
of the water, he saw heaven opening
and the Spirit coming down on him
like a dove. 11 And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my own dear Son. |
am pleased with you.”
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12 At once the Spirit made him &
into the desert, 13 where he sta
forty days, being tempted by Saie
Wild animals were there also, but &
gels came and helped him.

Jesus Calls Four Fishermen

14 After John had been put in prisa
Jesus went to Galilee and prea
the Good News from God. 15
right time has come,” he said, “
the Kingdom of God is near! Ta
away from your sins and believe
Good News!”

16 As Jesus walked along the she
of Lake Galilee, he saw two fishe:
Simon and his brother Andrew, ca
ing fish with a net. 17 Jesus said
them, “Come with me, and | will fee
you to catch people.” 18 At once
left their nets and went with him.

19 He went a little farther on &
saw two other brothers, James @
John, the sons of Zebedee. They
in their boat getting their nets rea
20 As soon as Jesus saw them,
called them; they left their father
dee in the boat with the hired men &
went with Jesus.

A Man with an Evil Spirit

21 Jesus and his disciples came &
town of Capernaum, and on the
Sabbath Jesus went to the synages
and began to teach. 22The pes
who heard him were amazed ot
way he taught, for he wasn't like
teachers of the Law; instead, he fow
with authority.

23 Just then a man with an
spirit came into the synagogue &
screamed, 24 “What do you want
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Are you he
destroy us? | know who you are:
are God’s holy messenger!”




ordered the spirit, “Be
e out of the man!”
wvil spirit shook the man
@ loud scream, and came
27 The people were all so
they started saying to one
“What is this? Is it some kind
ing? This man has author-
rs o the evil spirits, and
Bim!”

so the news about Jesus
wekly everywhere in the prov-

Many People

wnd his disciples, including
W John, left the synagogue
siraight fo the home of Si-
Andrew. 30 Simon'’s mother-
was sick in bed with a fever,
“eon as Jesus arrived, he was
her. 31 He went fo her, took
e hand, and helped her up.
left her, and she began to
them.

the sun had set and eve-
e come, people brought to
the sick and those who had
33 All the people of the fown
in front of the house. 34 Jesus
many who were sick with all
W diseases and drove out many
He would not let the demons
ing, because they knew who

Preaches in Galilee

early the next morning, long
daylight, Jesus got up and left
. He went out of town to a
place, where he prayed. 36 But
ond his companions went out
for him, 37 and when they
him, they said, “Everyone is
for you.”
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38 But Jesus answered, “We must
go on to the other villages around
here. | have fo preach in them also,
because that is why | came.”

39 So he fraveled all over Galilee,
preaching in the synagogues and driv-
ing out demons.

Jesus Heals a Man

40 A man suffering from a dreaded
skin disease came to Jesus, knelt
down, and begged him for help. “If
you want to,” he said, “you can make
me clean.”

41 Jesus was filled with pity, and
reached out and touched him. “I do
want to,” he answered. “Be clean!”
42 At once the disease left the man,
and he was clean. 43 Then Jesus spoke
sternly to him and sent him away at
once, 44 after saying to him, “Listen,
don't tell anyone about this. But go
straight to the priest and let him ex-
amine you; then in order fo prove to
everyone that you are cured, offer the
sacrifice that Moses ordered.”

45But the man went away and
began to spread the news every-
where. Indeed, he talked so much that
Jesus could not go into a town pub-
licly. Instead, he stayed out in lonely
places, and people came to him from
everywhere.

\Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man

1A few days later Jesus went

back to Capernaum, and the news
spread that he was at home. 2 So many
people came together that there was
no room left, not even out in front of
the door. Jesus was preaching the mes-
sage to them 3 when four men arrived,
carrying a paralyzed man fo Jesus.
4 Because of the crowd, however, they
could not get the man to him. So they
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John the Baptist
Prepares People for Jesus

Mark 1:4-8 ~ (For the full story, read Mark 1:1-8.)

’ 4 So John appeared in the desert, baptizing and preaching”
“Turn away from your sins and be baptized,” he told the peop
“and God will forgive your sins.” 5 Many people . . . went out &
hear John. They confessed their sins, and he baptized them in #
Jordan River.

6 John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather be
around his waist, and his food was lecusts and wild honey. 7
announced to the people, “The man who will come after me is mue
greater than | am. | am not good enough even to bend down ané®
untie his sandals. 8 | baptize you with water, but he will baptize y&

with the Holy Spirit:"’/

locust a large grasshopper



a visitor is coming, your family prepares. You clean the
4, prepare food, and put on nice clothes. When Jesus came
warth, God sent John the Baptist to prepare for him. In this Bible
from Mark, John tells people to admit their sins and stop sinning.
Baptizes them in the Jordan River as a sign that they wanted to
ge their hearts.

~ John dlso tells people that Jesus is coming. John explains that Jesus
, far greater than he is. He says that the Baptism Jesus would give
d be much more powerful than his. Jesus would baptize with the
y Spirit. This is the Baptism we received. It washed away our sins
made us members of the Church, the family of God! |

ivelit! Fen,
W this prayer to tell ‘ I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.

‘E. In choosing to do wrong and failing to

#d you are sorry for

sins. It is called an | do good,
% of Contrition. We | | have sinned against you whom | should

love above dll things.
| Ifirmly intend, with your help, to do penance,
to sin no more,
| and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Amen.

this prayer in the
crament of Penance
d Reconciliation.

FROM SIN!
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made a hole in the roof right above
the place where Jesus was. When they
had made an opening, they let the
man down, lying on his mat. 5 Seeing
how much faith they had, Jesus said to
the paralyzed man, “My son, your sins
are forgiven.”

6 Some teachers of the Law who
were sitting there thought to them-
selves, 7 “How does he dare talk like
this2 This is blasphemy! God is the
only one who can forgive sins!”

8 At once Jesus knew what they
were thinking, so he said to them,
“Why do you think such things? 9 ls
it easier to say to this paralyzed man,
"Your sins are forgiven,’ or fo say, ‘Get
up, pick up your mat, and walk’2 10|
will prove to you, then, that the Son of
Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins.” So he said fo the paralyzed man,
11 “| tell you, get up, pick up your mat,
and go home!”

12 While they all watched, the
man got up, picked up his mat, and
hurried away. They were all complete-
ly amazed and praised God, saying,
“We have never seen anything like

M'\is!j’

Jesus Calls Levi

13 Jesus went back again to the shore
of Lake Galilee. A crowd came to him,
and he started teaching them. 14 As
he walked along, he saw a tax collec-
tor, Levi son of Alphaeus, sitting in his
office. Jesus said to him, “Follow me.”
Levi got up and followed him.

15 Later on Jesus was having a
meal in Levi’s house. A large number
of tax collectors and other outcasts
was following Jesus, and many of
them joined him and his disciples at
the table. 16 Some teachers of the Law,
who were Pharisees, saw that Jesus
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was eating with these outcasts and
collectors, so they asked his disci
“Why does he eat with such peo

17 Jesus heard them and
swered, “People who are well do
need a doctor, but only those whe!
sick. | have not come to call re:
able people, but outcasts.”

The Question about Fasting
18 On one occasion the followers:
John the Bapfist and the Phar
were fasting. Some people came:
Jesus and asked him, “Why is it
the disciples of John the Baptist
the disciples of the Pharisees fast
yours do not2”

19 Jesus answered, “Do you
pect the guests at a wedding pa
go without food? Of course nolf
long as the bridegroom is with
they will not do that. 20 But the
will come when the bridegroom
taken away from them, and thea
will fast.

21“No one uses a piece of
cloth to patch up an old coat,
the new patch will shrink and feas
some of the old cloth, making an
bigger hole. 22 Nor does anyone
new wine into Used Wineskins
the wine will burst the skins, cnd
the wine and the skins will be rus
Instead, new wine must be poures:
fresh wineskins.”

The Question about the
Sabbath

23 Jesus was walking through
wheat fields on a Sabbath. As
ciples walked along with him,
gan to pick the heads of wheat.
the Pharisees said to Jesus, “Look.
against our Law for your disci
do that on the Sabbath!”



25 Jesus answered, “Have you
read what David did that ftime
he needed something fo eat?
ond his men were hungry, 26 so he
into the house of God and ate the
offered to God. This happened
Abiathar was the High Priest.
ding to our Law only the priests
eat this bread—but David ate it
even gave it to his men.”

27 And Jesus concluded, “The Sab-
was made for the good of human
s; they were not made for the
Sebbath. 28 So the Son of Man is Lord
of the Sabbath.”

The Man with a
Paralyzed Hand
3 1 Then Jesus went back to the syna-
gogue, where there was a man who
%ad a paralyzed hand. 2 Some people
were there who wanted to accuse Jesus
#f doing wrong; so they watched him
tosely to see whether he would cure
e man on the Sabbath. 3 Jesus said to
#e man, “Come up here fo the front.”
#Then he asked the people, “What
does our Law allow us to do on the
Sabbath? To help or to harm? To save
someone’s life or to destroy it2”

But they did not say a thing. 5 Jesus
was angry as he looked around at
#em, but ot the same time he felt
sorry for them, because they were so
stubborn and wrong. Then he said
o the man, “Stretch out your hand.”
He stretched it out, and it became
well again. 6 So the Pharisees left the
synagogue and met at once with some
members of Herod's party, and they
made plans to kill Jesus.

A Crowd by the Lake
7 Jesus and his disciples went away
to Lake Galilee, and a large crowd
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followed him. They had come from
Galilee, from Judea, 8 from Jerusalem,
from the territory of Idumea, from the
territory on the east side of the Jordan,
and from the region around the cities of
Tyre and Sidon. All these people came
to Jesus because they had heard of the
things he was doing. 9 The crowd was
so large that Jesus told his disciples to
get a boat ready for him, so that the
people would not crush him. 10 He
had healed many people, and all the
sick kept pushing their way to him in
order fo touch him. 11 And whenever
the people who had evil spirits in them
saw him, they would fall down before
him and scream, “You are the Son of
God!”

12 Jesus sternly ordered the evil
spirits not to tell anyone who he was.

Jesus Chooses the

Twelve Apostles

13 Then Jesus went up a hill and called
to himself the men he wanted. They
came to him, 14 and he chose twelve,
whom he named apostles. “I have cho-
sen you fo be with me,” he told them.
“I' will also send you out to preach,
15 and you will have authority fo drive
out demons.”

16 These are the twelve he chose:
Simon (Jesus gave him the name Pe-
ter); 17 James and his brother John, the
sons of Zebedee (Jesus gave them the
name Boanerges, which means “Men
of Thunder”); 18 Andrew, Philip, Bar-
tholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James
son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon
the Patriot, 19 and Judas Iscariot, who
betrayed Jesus.

Jesus and Beelzebul
20 Then Jesus went home. Again such
a large crowd gathered that Jesus

[ el
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Jesus Heals
People from Sin and Sickness

Mark 2:2-5, 10-12 _ (For the ful sory, read Mark 2:1-12.)

’ 2 Jesus was preaching. . . 3 when four men arrived, carrying
a paralyzed man fo Jesus. 4 Because of the crowd, however, they
could not get the man to him. So they made a hole in the roof right
above the place where Jesus was. . . . they let the man down
lying on his mat. 5 . . . Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My son:
your sins are forgiven.”

10 “| will prove to you, then, that the Son of Man has autherify
on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, 11 “ te
you, get up, pick up your mat, and go home!”

12 While they all watched, the man got up, picked up his met
and hurried away’/

paralyzed unable to move because of a sickness
avthority the right to rule
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#his Bible story, four men believe that Jesus can heal. They know
Jesus is preaching inside a house. So they want to bring their
lyzed friend to him. When they can’t get in the crowded house,
don't give up. They climb the outside stairs to the roof. The men

e a hole in the roof and lower their friend inside the house.

First Jesus tells the man that his sins are forgiven. Some people are
Wocked because only God can forgive sins. They don't redlize that
s is God. Jesus tells the paralyzed man to get up. To everyone's
rise, the man gets up. He is no longer paralyzed! Jesus can cure
ple who are sick in body. Jesus can dlso cure people who are
ing because of their sins.

i This story shows that Jesus has power to help sick
ple. You can show sick people the love of Jesus. Think of someone
is sick. Pray that he or she gets better. Visit if you can, or call.
et the person know that you are praying for him or her.
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and his disciples had no time fo eat.
21 When his family heard about it,
they set out to take charge of him, be-
cause people were saying, “He's gone
mad|!”

22 Some teachers of the Law who
had come from Jerusalem were say-
ing, “He has Beelzebul in him! It is the
chief of the demons who gives him the
power to drive them out.”

23 So Jesus called them to him and
spoke to them in parables: “How can
Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a country
divides itself into groups which fight
each other, that country will fall apart.
25 |f a family divides itself into groups
which fight each other, that family will
fall apart. 26 So if Satan’s kingdom
divides into groups, it cannot last, but
will fall apart and come to an end.

27“No one can break info a
strong man’s house and take away his
belongings unless he first ties up the
strong man; then he can plunder his
house.

28 | assure you that people can
be forgiven all their sins and all the
evil things they may say. 29 But who-
ever says evil things against the Holy
Spirit will never be forgiven, because
he has committed an eternal sin.”
(30 Jesus said this because some
people were saying, “He has an evil
spirit in him.”)

Jesus’ Mother and Brothers
31Then Jesus’ mother and brothers
arrived. They stood outside the house
and sent in a message, asking for him.
32 A crowd was sitting around Jesus,
and they said fo him, “look, your
mother and your brothers and sisters
are outside, and they want you.”

33 Jesus answered, “Who is my
mother? Who are my brothers?” 34 He
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looked at the people sitting ar
him and said, “Look! Here are
mother and my brothers! 35 Wh
does what God wants is my br
my sister, my mother.”

The Parable of the Sower
4 1 Again Jesus began to teach

side Lake Galilee. The crowd
gathered around him was so
that he got into a boat and sat &
The boat was out in the water,
the crowd stood on the shore o
water’s edge. 2 He used para
teach them many things, sayi
them:

3 “Listen! Once there was @
who went out to sow grain. 4
scattered the seed in the field,
of it fell along the path, and the
came and ate it up. 5 Some of &
on rocky ground, where there was
soil. The seeds soon sprouted,
the soil wasn't deep. 6Then,
the sun came up, it burned the
plants; and because the roots
not grown deep enough, the
soon dried up. 7 Some of the
among thorn bushes, which g
and choked the plants, and they
bear grain. 8But some seeds
good soil, and the plants |
grew, and bore grain: some hod
grains, others sixty, and othess
hundred.”

9 And Jesus concluded,
then, if you have ears!”

The Purpose of the Paral
10 When Jesus was alone,
those who had heard him came
with the twelve disciples and
him to explain the parables. &
have been given the secret of
dom of God,” Jesus answ



1533

ers, who are on the outside,

all things by means of parables,

that,

“They may look and look,

yet not see;

they may listen and listen,

yet not understand.

For if they did, they would turn
to God, X

and he would forgive them.”

Explains the
able of the Sower

en Jesus asked them, “Don’t you
tand this parable2 How, then,
you ever understand any parable?
e sower sows God's message.
ome people are like the seeds that
along the path; as soon as they
the message, Satan comes and
s it away. 16 Other people are like
seeds that fall on rocky ground. As
as they hear the message, they
e it gladly. 17 But it does not sink
5 info them, and they don’t last
3. So when trouble or persecution

es because of the message, they
= up at once. 18 Other people are
the seeds sown among the thorn
es. These are the ones who hear
message, 19 but the worries about
life, the love for riches, and all
®er kinds of desires crowd in and
e the message, and they don't
or fruit. 20 But other people are like
ds sown in good soil. They hear
message, accept it, and bear fruit:
e thirty, some sixty, and some one

| Lamp under a Bowl

Jesus continued, “Does anyone

weer bring in a lamp and put it under
bowl or under the bed? Isn't it put

the lampstand? 22 Whatever is
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hidden away will be brought out into
the open, and whatever is covered up
will be uncovered. 23 Listen, then, if
you have ears!”

24 He also said to them, “Pay at-
tention to what you hear! The same
rules you use to judge others will be
used by God to judge you—but with
even greater severify. 25 Those who
have something will be given more,
and those who have nothing will have
taken away from them even the litile
they have.”

The Parable of the

Growing Seed

26 Jesus went on to say, “The Kingdom
of God is like this. A man scatters seed
in his field. 27 He sleeps at night, is
up and about during the day, and all
the while the seeds are sprouting and
growing. Yet he does not know how it
happens. 28 The soil itself makes the
plants grow and bear fruit; first the ten-
der stalk appears, then the head, and
finally the head full of grain. 29 When
the grain is ripe, the man starts cutting
it with his sickle, because harvest time
has come.

The Parable of the
Mustard Seed
30 “What shall we say the Kingdom
of God is like?” asked Jesus. “What
parable shall we use to explain it
31 [t s like this. A man takes a mustard
seed, the smallest seed in the world,
and plants it in the ground. 32 After
a while it grows up and becomes the
biggest of all plants. It puts out such
large branches that the birds come
and make their nests in its shade.”

33 Jesus preached his message to
the people, using many other parables
like these; he told them as much as

e
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