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Leader’s Guide Part Four: Student Workbook Sessions One to Eight

Session Four

= EGYPT 5 EXODUS (PART 2)
= DESERT WANDERINGS
= CONQUEST & JUDGES

Books: Exodus, Numbers, Joshua, Judges

DD

God is many things. He s perfect love, unending mercy, unparalleled compassion, and absolute justce.

God s not, however, a genle .. no matter how many people treat him fike one.

Countless people go to God only when they want or need something. Now, God is happy to lsten to
s but h your day im o

Jland seek

him when things don't turn out s planned.

Sadly, God often s seen more as an emergency back-up plan than as a best friend orloving Father
Take a minute to think aboit all the ways God has blessed you. You might even want to wiite them
down here
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Next, thank God for. J,bnmse things (and people). Okay, keep this list somewhere safe, and the next
time something goSferrbly wrong n your e, refer o t

10 study had just
e s theri—things would have turned out even better in their ves.
Don't ever make the mistake of thinking God doesn't care about you. God is love, and he loves you far
more than you can imagine. He's constantly showing It, but if we'e too busy thinking up “three new
wishes? wefl miss ll the blessings he has aleadly granted.

them—allthe ways

| "L the (ORD sees not as man sees; man looks on the.
| oubward sppearance, but the LoRD looks on bhe heard!
7 samuel 167
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Themes: Session Four

- God gives each of us different skills
and gifts.
God gave us the Ten
Commandments because he loves
us. They are like an “x-ray”to show us
where we are spiritually sick.
“False gods"are anything we care
about more than God.

+ God doesn't always work on our
timetable.

Session Four

@ Welcome

Reward anyone who can recite last week’s “Verse to
Remember” (Exodus 14:14) or answer the Question of the
Week. Choose your question from last week's session. For
example: “What body of water miraculously parted to
allow Moses and the Hebrew slaves to escape from Egypt?”
(The Red Sea.)

Review the Bible Timeline periods, with special emphasis
on those covered so far (Early World, Patriarchs, and Egypt
& Exodus).

Introduce Bible Timeline periods and narrative books for
Session Four.

@ Opening Prayer

“Heavenly Father, you love us enough to teach us right from
wrong. Help us to always do what is right. Give us the courage
to follow you even when others do not. Grant us the strength
to speak up when others are afraid to do so. Fill us with your
truth and with your peace. Help us to be less concerned about
what other people think about us and to focus only on what
you want for us and from us. Holy Spirit, please help us to see
ourselves the way heaven sees us. Our Father ..."

Have a volunteer read this introduction aloud or read it
together silently.

Have students read the verse aloud together and write in
the reference.

tion/ "

Verse to R




14 ENCOUNTER experiencing God in the everyday

Key Events: Egypt & Exodus

Partli

+ Ten Commandments
(Exodus 20)

+ Golden calf (Exodus 32)

« Levitical priesthood (Exodus
32:27-29; Numbers 3:5-13)

Key Events: Desert Wanderings
« Twelve spies sent out
(Numbers 13)
+ Moses strikes the rock
(Numbers 20:1-11)
+ Bronze serpent
(Numbers 21:4-9)

14 ENCOUNTER experiencing God In 1he everyday.

Period 3: Egypgxodus Part 2

Horrabive Book: _Exodus 1840

w/w’s who

Moses

Perioct ¥: _Numbers

Marradie Book: DesertWanderings

Show DVD “Session Four:
Egypt & Exodus (Part 2) - Desert Wanderings”




Leader’s Guide Part Four: Student Workbook Sessions One to Eight 15
Session Four: - Eqypt & Exodus (Part 2] Desert Wanderings - Conauest & Jodges 15
Session 4
Bredki"ﬁ /¢ Dowh

Moses the Ten Mt. Sinai

i ? The trbe of Levi i
2 Which 157 Answers that appear i
S Howlong would the lraeles have to wander n the deserz_40years | blue are already filled
, He struck the rock twice in for students in the

Student Workbook.

&1 What did Moses do that got him in troubl

oy, They looked n the stick %

=

Tesktta
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7 Whatisthe name of the Bible's most f man?

Period 5: _Conquestl Judges
Key Events:
Conquest & Judges

’
Who s Who « Battle of Jericho
(Joshua 5:13-6:27)

= - Time of Judges (Judges)
« Israel asks for a king

(1 Samuel 8)

orradive Books: Joshua, Judges

TieGunan
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@ Talking It Out (After the DVD)

1. How would the world be different if everyone actually
obeyed the Ten Commandments? Give examples.

. Why was the Israelites' punishment of wandering in the
desert so important for them? What was God trying to
achieve through it?

. What does Moses' punishment teach us about our
relationship with God?

. What can we learn about relationships from Samson and
Delilah even today?




16 ENCOUNTER experiencing God in the everyday

After the “man on the
street”segment, you will
be directed to pause the
DVD. Have students turn to
page 16 in their workbooks
and write down as many
of the commandments as
they can before restarting
the DVD. Answers and

an “Examination of
Conscience”are on pages
36-37.

Consider sending homea |_\o.!e
to parents this week, explaining
that the students learned about
theTen Commandments and tl';e
importance of the sacrament O
reconciliation. Encourage them
to make arrangements t0 g0 o
confession as a family (h‘s, week.
Explain how important itis thaf ]
parents create those opportunitie:
without the kids having to ask.

e A

16 ENCOUNTER experiencing God In the averyday

LIST THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
When God gave Moses the Ten Commandrents atop Mz Sinal, he
was doing more than giving al of us st of ‘rules” tofollow,

God wants us to be with him for etemity. in heaven. The
commandments are God's way of helping us live holier, more
seffless lives—the commandments help us to become saints

You probably know most (f not all of the commandments. Do you
know them in order

List as many of the Ten Commandments as you can below, from
memory.

‘The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20):

)

[}

How'd you do?
Turn to page 36 to find ot

@ Taking It Home

This is a great time to talk to them about the importance of
knowing and living the commandments. Encourage them to
commit the Ten Commandments to memory, and let them
know you will be quizzing them next week.

Talk with your students about the “Examination of Conscience”
(page 37), and encourage them to take some time to
examine their consciences thoroughly over the next few days.
Have them ask the Lord where they need to change and to
improve. Reaffirm to the students how vital the sacrament of
penance is to their ongoing prayer life, and explain how God
blesses each of them with grace to be stronger following

the experience of reconciliation. Remind them that it's not
enough to “know"the commandments with their heads; they
also need to follow them with their hearts.

Review the “Verse to Remember” (page 13). What do the
students take from it, now that they have heard Mark's talk?

@ Closing Prayer

This week, close by reviewing the Act of Contrition ~ consider
having students copy it down in their workbooks as a
learning exercise, if they do not already know it by heart:

“Oh my God, | am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In
choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, | have sinned
against you whom | should love above all things. | firmly intend,
with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid
whatever leads me to sin. Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and
died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy. Amen.”




Leader’s Guide Part Four: Student Workbook Sessions One to Eight

Session Five
* ROYAL KINGDOM
* DIVIDED KINGDOM

Books: 1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings

&G
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Have you ever said to yoursel,If| could just (nsert desired thing here)
Some people insert ‘be popular” or "become famous.” Some pedple say “be smar
athletic’ | used to say “grow taller” and "get betterlooking!” My acnie was 50 bad
evenwant X thatit affe
about me—what | wore, what music | istened to, and even what sports and actiities |
1was more worried about how others saw me than | was about what God thoughitof me

Iwish Id read pers we're about “

about what matters most. They echo what we leamed in those first couple of sessions of the Timeiine,
about where our worth cormes from and, more 1o the point, who it comes frorm.

o "be more
it | 't

partin.

“This session wil remind you, too, that you are capable of way more than you might think
You keep God first in your e
No mountain s too tal,no fear oo big, no opponent too scary, f God s n your coret

aslongas

Wef also going to see what happens when we put God second, third, or fast. Wel see hiow badly
things go when we rely too much on our own talents and skl and not on the one who gave them
tous

Buckle up, brothers and sisters—th b dramathan

&

JeRsE L0 REMEMBER
yerse To REMENEER
“gefore ! Formed 4o
T

Jeremish IS
—weplie T

ke Y
nsecrabed you -
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Themes: Session Five

| + When we sin, God gives us a chance

to start over.

Every life is a precious gift from God.

He has a plan for each of us.

The prophets (prophet means

“mouthpiece”) courageously carried

| God'’s message, though it sometimes
put them in a difficult place. We
need to speak the truth with
courage, too.

Session Five

% Welcome

+ Reward anyone who can recite last week's “Verse to
Remember” (1 Samuel 16:7). For the Question of the Week,
it's‘quiz time"! See how many of the Ten Commandments
your students can recall—in order, from memory.
Introduce Bible Timeline periods and narrative books for
Session Five.

@ Opening Prayer

“Holy Spirit, help us to become more holy. Show us who we
were created to be and what we are created to do in this world.
Reveal our gifts and our talents to us, not so we can focus on
ourselves, but so we can use those gifts and talents to lead
others to you. Help us to find ourselves in each of the stories

we will study today. Thank you for our Holy Father, bishops,
priests, deacons, religious, and all who lead us closer to you.
Be with us during this time of study, Lord, so that we can begin
to listen even more closely to what your plans are for our lives.
And may this time in your Word help us to grow stronger in our
faith. Glory be ..."

Have a volunteer read the introduction aloud or read it
together silently.

Have students read the verse aloud together and write in
the reference.

/“Verse to




18 ENCOUNTER experiencing God in the

Key Events: Royal Kingdom
- David kills Goliath
(1 Samuel 17)
« Covenant with David
(2 Samuel 7)
« First Temple built
(1 Kings 5-8)

When God tells David he wil /
“build David a house" that will

last forever (2 Samuel 7:11b-16),
he is referring to the Davidic
dynasty and ultimately to Christ
ruling on the throne.

At the beginning of the
session, prompt students
1o write the names of

the narrative books in

the correct spaces: “Royal
Kingdom"is 1 & 2 Sarﬁuel
and 1 Kings 1-1 1:"Divided
Kingdom"is 1 Kings 12-22
and 2 Kings. (Mark goes
through this quickly)

o SRR B

everyday
18 ENCOUNTER oxporiencing God in the everveiay.

session 5
Breaking & Dov%

What was the name o sael fstking?_SS%E

What was David's first teenage job?_Shepherd

What army did Goliah fight for?_The Philistines

What friend did David betray?_ Uriah

Which king bullt God's Temple?_Solomeon

When did the kingdom divide into two?_9308C

What does the word “prophet” mean?_“Mouthpiece”

é

Period 6: __Ro) Hz idom_
Marrstive Books: 1 &2 Samuel
1Kings 1-11
>
Who s who

Saul

@ Show DVD “Session Five: Royal Kingdom”
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Session Five: - Royal Kiegdom - ided Kingdom 19

frrioct 7:_Divided mgnm

Narrsgive Books: 1Kings 1222
2Kings

»
who s who

¢ Isaiah

Jeremiah

DID YOU KNOow?
King Solomon imported peacocks to
decorate hs palace (1 Kings 1022) Thiow
pilows probably would have been fess messy.

Key Events: Divided Kingdom
divides

6-20)

king

Turn the page for a map
of the Divided Kingdom

! Talking It Out (After the DVD)

Discuss the battle between David and Goliath. Ask your
students if they have ever been “dismissed” by an adult
because they are (or appear to be) too young? Let them
share what happened to them and how it made them feel
. Ask them for some examples—in their own lives—of
“giants’ they were fearful of, but overcame.
David was a great military leader but struggled personally
and in his relationships. Ask what qualities are essential
for a good leader. Ask them for examples of strong
leadership that they have seen in their own lives.

4. Being a prophet of God was not easy. People usually
don't like to hear the truth of God. Ask the students who
they have seen or heard share truth often and who, if any,
received a hard time because of it?

5. Ask them, “Would you want to be a prophet? Why or why:
not?"




20 ENCOUNTER experiencing God in the everyday

The Divided Kingdom

« Northern Kingdom: Israel (ten tribes);
capital: Samaria

« Southern Kingdom: Judah (two tribes);
capital: Jerusalem

« Note that the Temple (in Jerusalem) is in
the South. The Northern Kingdom set up
centers of worship at Dan and Bethel. This
will cause them big problems!

@ Taking It Home

Point out the main features of this map to give the students a
visual of the Divided Kingdom (see above).

Now that you are several sessions into Encounter, consider
adding one or more of these activities:

Have them learn the prophetic books (Isaiah through
Malachi) in order, using their Bible's table of contents. Offer
a prize the following week for those who achieve it.

Have a large-group “rap session” about what they have
learned about Scripture and, more importantly, about
themselves in the past few weeks.

Ask what specific intentions they need prayers for, and
spend time as a group in prayer.

« Take a look at the upcoming Sunday Gospel reading and
reflect on it as a group, tying in the Bible verses you're
studying with the Bible verses they will hear at Mass.
Have some fun and ask some “quiz-type” questions based
on the first five sessions. Reward them for what they have
retained.

Do something to acknowledge how much your students
have learned to keep them excited for the final three
weeks.

Review the"Verse to Remember” (page 17). What do the

students take from it, now that they have heard Mark's talk?

@ Closing Prayer

King David was not just a warrior—he was also a great
musician and poet, who wrote many of the psalms. This week,
choose one of your favorite psalms to share with the students
as the closing prayer.
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