Introductory Chapter ... 10
Forming the Covenant................. 17
l God’s Revelation 19

= We can know God through his creation. ¢ God
makes himself known through Divine Revelation.
* God's Revelation is handed down through the Bible
and Tradition. ¢ The Bible is a collection of books.
Psalm 121:1-2; 139:13-14; John 1:18; 17:3
Romans 1:20
As Catholics Learning About the Bible
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Saint Jerome
Take Home Discussing the readings for next Sunday’s
Mass
Chapter Test

2 Creation 31
 The Book of Genesis is about beginnings. ® God
created the universe. ¢ God is the source of all life.
* Human beings are created in God's image and
likeness.

Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-4; Psalm 124:8

Acts of the Apostles 17:24-25; James 1:17

As Catholics. Sacredness of Life
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring The Vatican Observatory

Take Home Planning a family “movie night”
Chapter Test

SEASONAL CHAPTERS
6 6 The Liturgical Year ...

» Throughout the liturgical year we celebrate
the entire mystery of Christ.
Philippians 4:4-6

R i

ents

3 People Turn from God...............c.cccoooooueens 43
* God created human beings, body and soul.
* God called us to be stewards of creation. ¢ Evil
entered the world through a human act. ¢ All people
suffer from the effects of Original Sin.

Genesis 1:28; 2:7, 18, 23; 3:5, 15; Psalm 8:5-7

Jeremiah 18:1-6

As Catholics Immaculate Conception
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring The National Catholic Rural
Life Conference

Take Home Sharing ways to be a steward
Chapter Test

K God Promises to Help People ............55
* God promised to send a Savior. e The first human
family struggled because of Original Sin. ® God made
a covenant with Noah. e The unity of the human
race was lost.

Genesis 4:4-5, 9-11; 6:7—9:17; 11:1-9

Isaiah 53:11; 1 Corinthians 15:22

As (Cathalies:-zziiasismssiss Grace and the Sacraments
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Catholic News Service

Take Home Recognizing the Good News of Jesus Christ
Chapter Test

5 The patriarchs: God Chooses
a People 67
e The patriarchs are our ancestors in faith. ® God
chose Abraham to be the father of his people.
* God'’s people became known as the Israelites.
* God cared for the Israelites.
Genesis 12:1-7; 17:1-2; 18:14; 22:2-18; 25:23; 28:
13-15; 37:3-28; 39:1-23; 40:1—46:30 Psalm 95:7-8;
Hebrews 11:1

As Catholic: Angels
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Family Blessings

Take Home Going where God leads
Chapter Test
Unit 1 Test 91
Unit 1 Alternative Assessment............. 315

9 7 Ordinary Time.............cccccoooevvvvivnenee 85

* During the season of Ordinary Time, we
celebrate the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.
Psalm 118:24; Matthew 5:14-16



Building the
Covenant Nation

IO A C ing People 119
* God's people conquered Canaan. ¢ God's people
settled in Canaan.  Samson was the most famous
judge. e Ruth lived a life of self-sacrifice.

D 6:4-5, 6-9; Joshua 1:2, 9; 6:1-20

8 An Enslaved People ...
* Egypt became the home of the Israelltes * God
chose Moses to lead his people. ¢ God helped his
people. » God guided his people to freedom.

5:1; 6:1; 7:4-5; 11:1; 13:21-22; 14:10-28
Galatians 5:1
As Catholics.

Take Home Working to protect human rights
Chapter Test

9 AFreePeople...................0 i,
* Moses led God's people through the wilderness.
* God gave his people the law. ® The people built
God a dwelling place. ® God led his people
toward the promised land.

Exodus 15:21; 19:6, 8; 24:8; 32:1; 34:27-28

149:1; Matthew 14:27; Luke 22:20 John 3:14-15

As Catholics
PROJECT DISCIPLE featunng Music and Song

Take Home Praying a psalm together
Chapter Test

celebration of Christmas.
Isaiah 11:1, 6; 9:5; Jeremiah 33:14-15
Mark 1:3; John 1:29

Genesis 47:1, 6; Exodus 1:9-10, 22; 3:4, 14, 16-17;

Social Justice
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Venerable Pierre Toussaint

Numbers 24:17; 27:16-17; Psalm 43:3-4; 150:4-6;

The Tabernacle

 During Advent, the Church prepares for the

Judges 4:5; 5:31; 13:3, 5; Ruth 1:16; 4:17
Psalm 107:1-9
As Catholics. Vows
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Saint Catherine of Siena
Take Home Serving the Lord
Chapter Test

I' A Royal People

* God called Samuel to serve him. ® Saul became
Israel’s first king. ® God chose David to lead Israel.
* David was declared the king of Israel.
Judges 21:25; 1 Samuel 3:9, 19, 21; 10:1; 15:11;
16:7,13; 17:26, 37; 2 Samuel 6:14-15; 12:13
Psalm 23:1-6
As Catholic: Holy Oils
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Spiritual Growth
Take Home Writing a prayer of blessing
Chapter Test

12 A Prosperous People................. 143
* Solomon'’s reign was a time of peace and
prosperity. ® Solomon gained fame for his wisdom.
* The Temple was built in Jerusalem. ¢ The psalms
teach us how to pray.

1 Kings 3:7, 9, 12, 14, 24; Psalms 21:2; 47:8;

73:1; 143:1; James 3:13, 17-18

ASLEQERONCS. S ot T Gifts of the Holy Spirit
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring House of Prayer

Take Home Appreciating God's gift of wisdom
Chapter Test

Unit 2 Test 167
Unit 2 Alternative Assessment.................316

y 14 christmas
* The season of Christmas is a time to celebrate
the Incarnation.

Isaiah 42:1; Matthew 2:2; 3:17; John 1:14

Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38




Redefining tile
Covenant People........ci 169

15 A pivided People: Israel, the
Northern Kingdom....

* Solomon’s kingdom was divided. ¢ Elijah and
Elisha proclaimed God’s faithfulness. ® The Assyrians
destroyed the northern kingdom. ® Other prophets
brought God's message to Israel.

1 Kings 11:12-13; 12:31; 14:22; 16:30; 19:9-13

Amos 5:14, 24

As Catholics.
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Catholic Relief Services

Take Home Standing up against injustice
Chapter Test

Modern-Day Prophets

16 A pivided People: Judah, the
Southern Kingdom
* Judah struggled to remain faithful to God. e Prophets
brought Judah hope and comfort. ® The kingdom of
Judah came to an end. ¢ Prophets called the people
to faithfulness.
2 Chronicles 14:3; 28:19; 31:20-21 Psalm 117:1-2;
Isaiah 12:2 Jeremiah 1:6, 8, 9; 7:5, 7; 27:17 Micah 6:8;
Habakkuk 1:3
As Catholic:
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Encyclicals
Take Home Respecting God, especially in family life
Chapter Test

Vocation

SEASONAL CHAPTERS

@ 20 Lent.....

e The season of Lent
for Easter.
Philippians 4:8

a period of preparation

17 the Exite and the
Journey Home
 Prophets continued to share God’s message.
* God’s people in exile were given hope. * God’s
people searched for wisdom. ® The long return to
Judah happened in three stages.
Job 2:10; Isaiah 53:11, 12; Ezekiel 22:14-15; 36:26;
48:35; Matthew 20:28
As Catholic:
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Saint Bonaventure
Take Home Reading/discussing the story of Job
Chapter Test

Priest, Prophet, and King

18 A Strong People ... IO . ¥ 4

* The Jews lived and worsh|ped togelher s God
continued to work through his people. ¢ The
Maccabees defended the Jewish faith. e judea lost
its independence to Roman rule.

Tobit 13:1; Proverbs 10:9, 12; 14:21; 15:30; 16:8

Sirach 6:14; Isaiah 60:1; Joel 2:13; Matthew 3:3

As Catholic: Jesus’ Parables
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Saint Genevieve

Take Home Setting aside quality time for family
Chapter Test

19 God Futilis His Promise.................219
* Mary is blessed by God. ® Mary and Elizabeth

had special roles in God’s plan. ¢ God the Son

became man. ® John prepared the way for Jesus.

Micah 5:1; Matthew 1:20-21; Mark 1:2-3

Luke 1:28, 30-33, 35, 38, 42-45, 46-49, 63, 66, 68,

76-77, 79; 2:26, 29-32, 41-52; 3:2, 10-14, 16, 21-22;

John 1:14

As Catholics......... Mary, First Disciple and Greatest Saint
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Liturgy of the Hours

Take Home Answering Jesus’ call to discipleship
Chapter Test

Unit 3 Test 243
Unit 3 Alternative Assessment.................. 317

€) 21 rridoom..
 The Easter Triduum is also known as the
Christian Passover.
Roman Missal




unit
The Covenant Fulfilled
in Jesus 245

22 Jesus, Teacher and Healer ..247
* God makes himself known in his Son. ® Many people
heard Jesus” message and became his disciples. ¢ Jesus
taught about living and growing closer to God. ® Jesus
worked signs and wonders among the people.

Matthew 3:17; 4:18-23; 5:3-10, 12-14, 16, 44; 8:26;

9:29; 15:37; Mark 1:15, 22; John 2:1-12

1 Corinthians 13:13

As Catholics.. The Seed of the Kingdom of God on Earth
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Sisters of the Good Shepherd

Take Home Remembering favorite teachers
Chapter Test

23 Jesus, Redeemer and Savior ........ 259
* Jesus gave us a new covenant. ® jesus gave his
life for us. e Jesus Christ rose from the dead. e Christ
appeared to his disciples.
Matthew 26:50; 27:4; Mark 15:39; 16:1-8, 9-11
Luke 22:19, 20; John 20:21, 22; 24-29 Colossians 2:12;
3:l7
As Catholic:
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring The Redemptorists
Take Home Praying the Stations of the Cross
Chapter Test

Saint Mary M e

le The Church Begins ...
 With the coming of the Holy Spirit the Church
began. » The Good News of Christ spread to many
places. e Christians were persecuted for their
faith. e Christianity became an accepted religion.

Luke 24:49, 50-51; John 14:6

Acts of the Apostles 1:16, 24-25; 2:1-4, 7, 17,

41, 42; 9:1-8, 17-18; Ephesians 2:19-22; 3:5-6

As Catholics Martyrs Today
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Evangelization

Take Home Praying to the Holy Spirit
Chapter Test

 During the Easter season, we celebrate our new
life in Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit.

25 The Bible and
the Church Today
© The New Testament is made up of different types
of writings. ® The Bible is an important source for
Christian living and worship. ¢ The Church continues
Jesus’ ministry through the Seven Sacraments.
* The Church continues Jesus’ ministry through
her work for social justice.
Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 5:17; 22:37-39; 25:40
Luke 4:18-19; John 13:34-35
As Catholics
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Saint Thomas Aquinas
Take Home Learning more about the Bible
Chapter Test

Works of Mercy

26 The Church in the World. 295

* We live as one people. ® We live as a holy people.
* We live as a welcoming people. ¢ We live as a
faithful people.

Matthew 16:15-18; John 17:20-21; 1 Corinthians 1:2;

12:12-13; 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:19-20; Colossians 1:18

As Catholics.. All Saints’ and All Souls’ Days
PROJECT DISCIPLE featuring Saint Maximilian Kolbe

Take Home Redesigning Project Disciple’s logo
Chapter Test

Unit 4 Test 313
Unit 4 Alternative Assessment................. 318

fes @ PROJECT DISCIPLE RESOURCES )

Grade 6 Log 319
End-of-Year Prayer Service...................... 321
[vvbelievench com B 322
We Live Our Faith Sneak Peek................. 324
Prayers:and Practices. ...t 325
Glossary 331
Maps 332

Index 334
NG W,

Acts of the Apostles 1:3-12 1 Corinthians 12:4-5, 12-13
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PROJECT DISCIPLE

In Unit 2 your child will grow as a
disciple of Jesus by: :
 learning about the enslavement of the Israelites,
and God’s choice of Moses to lead the people to
freedom : ‘:
» understanding God’s guidance of his people as
gave them his law and led them toward the
promised land -
o appreciating God’s people who settled in Canaan,
and the stories of Samson and Ruth ;
izi ’s fai to his people, an
recognizing God’s faithfulness ;
» his gguidance of their leaders, Samuel and David
o praying for wisdom as Solomon did, and praying
with the psalms.

Mo lore

Visuals can assist with learning. There
are DVDs and books that capture some
of the biblical events that are in this
unit. There are also Internet sites where
you can find images of the pyramids or
works of art depicting Moses, David,
and Goliath. Look for one of these
resources to enhance your family’s
experience of this unit.

Show That You Care

God led his people from slavery to freedom. As people of faith

we are to help people who are oppressed or treated unjustly. Talk
with your child about the minor, but still painful, “oppressions”
that can happen every day, in school or the community. Are there
new students who are ignored? Are younger children teased by
older students? Do you see children or teachers or crossing guards.

who are rejected and made fun of? What might your family
do to help?
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“The importance of the family for the life
and well-being of society entails a partic-
ular responsibility for society to support
and strengthen marriage and the family.”

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2210)

P

Turn to the timeline on pages 96-97 in
your child’s text. What names and events
do you recognize? Ask each family mem-
ber to share what he or she knows about
one of the events or people on the time-
line. Have each member identify one
person or event to learn more about.
Give your 6th grader the responsibility of

finding out and sharing what the family
wants to know.

Celebrate!

This unit highlights some of the leaders
God chose for his people: Moses, Joshua,
Deborah, Samson, Samuel, Saul, David,
Solomon. Who are the people that lead
you as Catholics today? How does their
leadership help your family to be better
disciples? Pray for those leaders; send a
card or an e-mail to thank them and
encourage them.

Be ready for this unit’s
Take Home:

Chapter 8: Working to protect human
rights

Chapter 9: Praying a psalm together
Chapter 10: Serving the Lord
Chapter 11: Writing a prayer of blessing

Chapter 12: Appreciating God's gift of
wisdom




% We Gather in Prayer

Leader: For followers of Christ, freedom is a
gift of love and goodness, and comes from
Christ. Let us pray for all those who are not
free, who are enslaved, in our world today.

Reader 1: “For freedom Christ set us free; so
stand firm and do not submit again to the
yoke of slavery.” (Galatians 5:1)

Reader 2: For all who are enslaved by the
habit of sin and selfishness, let us pray:

All: Lord Jesus Christ, set them free.
(Response to all petitions.)

Reader 3: For all who are enslaved by unsafe
working conditions and low pay, let us pray:

Reader 4: For all who are enslaved by
addiction, let us pray:

Reader 5: For all who are enslaved by disease
and chronic illness, let us pray:

Reader 6: For all who are enslaved by poverty
and hunger, let us pray:

Reader 7: For all who are unjustly denied
their freedom, let us pray:

g) Go Down, Moses
When Israel was in Egypt’s land,
Let my people go;
Oppressed so hard they could not
stand,
Let my people go.

Refrain:
Go down, Moses,
Way down in Egypt’s land;
Tell old Pharaoh: Let my people go.
Oh, let us all from bondage flee,
Let my people go;
And let us all in Christ be free,
Let my people go. (Refrain)
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Egypt became the home of the Israelites.

WE GATHER
‘i‘Loving God, protect us.

What does someone have to do to feel at home
in a new town? What difficulties might he or
she face? What are some ways we can help
people to feel at home?

WE BELIEVE

God led the family of Jacob, or as God had
named him, Israel, into Egypt. All twelve of
Israel’s sons, including Joseph, were reunited.
In Egypt they were saved from famine and
protected from hardships that they may not
have been able to survive. God had provided
for his people through Joseph.

Joseph informed the pharaoh, “My father
and my brothers have come from the land of
Canaan, with their flocks and herds and
everything else they own; and they are now
in the region of Goshen” (Genesis 47:1). The
pharaoh told Joseph that his family could
settle there. He said, “the land of Egypt is at
your disposal” (Genesis 47:6).

So Jacob’s family became honored guests in
Egypt. They were given the best land in
Goshen, a fertile area in northern Egypt.
At the time Egypt was divided into two
kingdoms. The southern part of the country
was ruled by Egyptian kings. A separate
kingdom in northern Egypt was ruled by
people who came from regions to the east
of Egypt.

96

Change in Egypt In Goshen, in northern

Egypt, Jacob’s family prospered and God’s

people grew in number. At first they lived

there in safety and comfort. But in time the
Egyptians gained control of the northern

kingdom. Two Egyptian kings, who were also
brothers, united Egypt. They drove away many
rulers and people from foreign countries and |
kept other people as slaves. Egypt entered a
period of tremendous wealth and power. This
period is usually called the New Kingdom.
It lasted for hundreds
of years.

As time passed, Joseph
and his generation died.
The pharaoh who
welcomed the family of
Jacob also died, and a
new pharaoh came into
power. He did not know
of Joseph and did not
look upon the Israelites
as honored guests. In fact,
he feared them, saying, “Look how numerous
and powerful the Israelite people are growing,
more so than we ourselves! Come, let us deal
shrewdly with them to stop their increase;
otherwise, in time of war they too may join our
enemies to fight against us, and so leave our
country” (Exodus 1:9-10).

In the Book of Exodus, the second book of
the Bible, we find out that eventually the
Egyptians made the Israelites their slaves.
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The pharaoh forced them to build
monuments and buildings. He also
made some Israelites work long hours
in the fields. They were no longer free
to worship the one true God and to
follow his laws. And their lives became
so unbearable that they cried out to
God to be rescued from Egypt.

Throughout history slavery has
not only required people to work
against their will. It has devalued
their human dignity and taken
away their freedom. Fortunately
most countries have changed
their laws and policies to protect
people from slavery and forced
labor. However, the need to
protect the rights of workers
remains.The Church teaches

us that the opportunity to be
employed, to have safe working
conditions, and to earn a fair
wage are issues of justice.

The work of social justice is to
protect the rights and dignity of
each person and to make sure that
all people have or are given what
is due to them.The Church speaks
out against any system, private
organization, or government that
focuses on making a profit at
List some other things from which people need to be rescued. the expense of human dignity
and freedom. Instead the Church
encourages individuals and
groups to bring the Good News

of Jesus Christ into society and to
work for change in policies and
laws so that each person is

What can you do with your parish to help these people? respected.

WE RESPOND

\X) Today there are people who need to be rescued from
slavery, poverty, homelessness, and hunger.

What can you do to respect the
dignity of workers?

97




God chose Moses to lead
his people.

WE GATHER
+ O Lord, we praise your name.

In what ways are you free to do and say
things? Do people in all parts of the world
have these same freedoms?

WE BELIEVE

In the Book of Exodus we find the story of
what happened to Jacob’s descendants in
Egypt. We read of the terrible suffering of the
Israelites as slaves of the pharaoh. We learn
that out of that suffering God brought freedom
and hope. More importantly, in the Book of
Exodus we learn about God carrying out his
plan to bring his people back to Canaan. The
word exodus comes from the Greek word for
“departure.” Exodus is the biblical word
describing the Israelites’ departure from
slavery to freedom.

The Israelites were also called Hebrews, since
their language was known as Hebrew. The
pharaoh noticed that despite all the difficulties
in their lives, the number of Hebrews was still
growing. He told some of the Hebrew women
that all the newly born sons of the Israelites
must be killed. But these women did not listen
to the pharaoh. They followed God’s laws
instead. So the pharaoh gave a new command:
“Throw into the river every boy that is born to
the Hebrews” (Exodus 1:22). Now it was even
more difficult for the Hebrew women to
protect their baby boys.

In the second chapter of Exodus we read about
one woman who saved her son. She made a
basket out of reeds from the river. She coated
it with tar to prevent it from sinking and then
put her son in it. She placed the basket in the
shallow water near one of the riverbanks. The
pharaoh’s daughter found the child and took
him home with her. She named the child
Moses and raised him as an Egyptian.
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This is another biblical story that is filled with
symbolism. The same Hebrew word is used for
basket and ark. Moses was saved in the basket
just as Noah’s family was saved in the ark. As

Christians we are saved in the Church through
the waters of Baptism.

Life in Midian When Moses was an adult,
he visited his fellow Hebrews. One day he saw
a Hebrew slave being beaten by an Egyptian,
and Moses killed the Egyptian. The pharaoh
heard about what Moses had done and wanted
him put to death. Moses had to run away to
the desert region of Midian. Moses settled
there and he married a woman named
Zipporah, with whom he had children. There
Moses lived the life of a shepherd.

One day while Moses was tending his flocks,
God appeared to him in a burning bush.
The fire was flaming from the bush but not
destroying it. So Moses went over to look more
closely. God called out to Moses from the bush
and Moses answered, “Here I am” (Exodus 3:4).

Exodus the biblical word
describing the Israelites’
departure from slavery

to freedom




God told Moses that this place was holy. God
also told Moses that he wanted him to return
to Egypt and lead the Hebrews out of slavery.
Moses asked God how he would be able to do
this, and God told Moses that he would be
with him.

Moses asked God what he should say when
the Israelites asked him who sent him to
them. “God replied, ‘I am who am. Then
he added, ‘This is what you shall tell the
Israelites: I AM sent me to you’” (Exodus 3:14).

This name that God gave was the source of
the word Yahweh. “I AM” was a name that
described God as ever-present to his people.
This name was so holy that out of reverence
the Israelites did not even speak it. Instead ‘
they used the title Adonai, which means

“my Lord.”

In the third chapter of Exodus we read that
God once again spoke to Moses. “Go and
assemble the elders of the Israelites, and tell
them: The LORD, the God of your fathers,
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, has
appeared to me and said: I am concerned
about you and about the way you are being
treated in Egypt; so I have decided to lead you
up out of the misery of Egypt into the land of
the Canaanites, . . . a land flowing with milk
and honey.” (Exodus 3:16-17) Moses did as

God commanded.

WE RESPOND
\X) Write and illustrate a prayer that

expresses gratitude for the many ways God
shows love and care for all people.




God helped his people.

WE GATHER

"}‘Lord. help us to remember that without you
we can do nothing.

X) List some tasks that you and your
classmates might be put in charge of
completing. How would you convince others
to help you to complete these tasks?

WE BELIEVE

After God appeared to Moses in the burning
bush, Moses returned to Egypt. Moses’
brother, Aaron, helped him to explain God’s
message to the Israelites. Gradually, Moses
gained the support of the people.

Moses and Aaron met face-to-face with the
pharaoh. They said, “Thus says the LORD, the
God of Israel: Let my people go, that they may
celebrate a feast to me in the desert” (Exodus 5:1).
But the pharaoh refused their request. Worse
still, the pharaoh did not give the Israelite
slaves the materials they needed for their work.

Soon it became almost impossible for the
Israelites to complete their required work.
They began to blame Moses for this hardship.

Egyptian clay figure (14th
Century B¢) highlights the
terrible destruction of the
plague of the frogs.

Moses told God how the people were
suffering, and God replied, “Now you shall
see what I will do to Pharaoh. Forced by my
mighty hand, he will send them away;
compelled by my outstretched arm, he will
drive them from his land” (Exodus 6:1). When
Moses told the Israelites what God would do
for them, they did not believe him. They were
too weary.

God knew that it would be difficult to
convince the pharaoh to let the Israelites leave
Egypt. So God said to Moses, “I will lay my
hand on Egypt and by great acts of judgment
1 will bring the hosts of my people, the
Israelites, out of the land of Egypt, so that the
Egyptians may learn that I am the LORD, as I
stretch out my hand against Egypt and lead
the Israelites out of their midst” (Exodus 7:4-5).

These “great acts of judgment” that God spoke
of were the plagues. During biblical times, a
major disaster or catastrophe was considered a
plague. We read about the plagues in Chapters
7—11 of the Book of Exodus.

Jocusts -+
darkness

¥ death

of firstborm -




The Plagues A conflict began when Moses
and Aaron went to the pharaoh to demand
freedom for the Israelites. Moses and Aaron
showed the pharaoh a sign of God’s power, but
the pharaoh and the Egyptians disregarded
this sign. A great struggle over the Israelites
then began between God and the pharaoh. The
ten plagues symbolize this struggle.

The story recounts that at first the pharaoh’s
magicians were able to duplicate each plague,
and the pharaoh refused to recognize Moses’
request for the Israelite’s freedom. As time
went by, however, the pharaoh’s magicians
could no longer reproduce the plagues. When
the Israelites saw the effects of the plagues,
they knew that God was protecting them.
Their faith in God was strengthened.

WE RESPOND

The pharaoh considered letting the Israelites
leave. He even began to negotiate with Moses
and to agree to some of Moses’ demands.
Yet the pharaoh never completely gave in.
Through Moses God continually called the
Egyptians to listen to him. However, the
pharaoh did not listen to God’s warnings and
refused to free the Israelites from slavery.
Because of his actions the pharaoh was
responsible for the suffering of the Egyptian
people.

At the end of the ninth plague, the pharaoh
seemed to give in to Moses’ requests. But
again the pharaoh changed his mind. He even
refused to see Moses and Aaron. “Then the
Lord told Moses, ‘One more plague will I
bring upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt. After
that he will let you depart. In fact, he will not
merely let you go; he will drive you away.”
(Exodus 11:1)

\X) Imagine that you have been asked to design a banner

advertisement for a Web site devoted to people throughout the
world whose freedoms are being denied. Design a banner ad that
will make people want to visit the Web site and assist in the
work of freedom for all.

File Edit View Go Hel,




God guided his people to freedom.

WE GATHER
"l‘ God, we are your people.

\X) ‘What are some ways that these signs
protect us:

® traffic signs

*® signs on appliances

® signs in school

(Add some other signs)

WE BELIEVE

When Moses left the pharaoh’s presence after
the ninth plague, God told him to have every
Israelite family prepare for their escape from
Egypt. They were to get a lamb and kill it.
Then they were to mark the doorframes of
their houses with blood from the lamb. This
would be a sign that the people inside the
house were Israelites, not Egyptians.

After marking the doorframes, the Israelites
were to remain inside their houses. They were
to cook the lambs and eat them with bitter
herbs and unleavened bread. Unleavened
bread is made without yeast. It does not need
to rise and therefore takes less time to prepare.
This unleavened bread symbolized the
Israelites’ rush to escape.

The Israelites obeyed God’s instructions. At
midnight God passed over all of Egypt, taking
the lives of every firstborn Egyptian, including
the son of the pharaoh. This plague even
caused the death of all the firstborn animals
belonging to the Egyptians. Only the Israelites
and their animals were spared. This event was
called the Passover, since God passed over,

or spared, his people.

Every year Jews remember this special night.
During the feast of Passover they celebrate a
seder by eating the same meal that their
ancestors ate on the first Passover. They follow
God’s command that all descendants of the
Israelites observe the feast of Passover. By
celebrating this feast, Jews today recall how
God spared the lives of their ancestors and
brought them out of slavery in Egypt.

Leaving Egypt Horrified by what had
happened, the pharaoh summoned Moses and
Aaron during the night. He told them to take
the Israelites and their possessions out of
Egypt immediately. Fearing that the pharaoh
would again change his mind, Moses and
the Israelites left quickly. The Exodus was
finally underway.




Moses led the Israelites toward the Red Sea,
the water that separated Egypt from the
Arabian Peninsula. During their escape, “The
LORD preceded them, in the daytime by means
of a column of cloud to show them the way,
and at night by means of a column of fire to
give them light. Thus they could travel both
day and night. Neither the column of cloud by
day nor the column of fire by night ever left its
place in front of the people” (Exodus 13:21-22).

As soon as the Israelites were gone, the
pharaoh changed his mind and sent his army
to recapture them. By this time, the Israelites
were at the Red Sea, and God again caused a
wonder that saved his people.

m Exodus 14:10-28

The Egyptian army closed in on the Israelites.
God parted the Red Sea, and the Israelites
escaped over the dry path God had made
through it. But when the Egyptians tried to
follow, the waters closed over them, and they
drowned.

In this way God brought his people from
slavery into freedom. It was the great turning
point in the history of God’s relationship with
his people. As the biblical writer showed us in
the story of Noah, God used water to save the
people. For the Israelites the salvation of the
nation came about as they passed through the
waters of the Red Sea. As Christians the waters
of the Red Sea symbolize the saving waters of
our own Baptism.

WE RESPOND
5 Be Not Afraid

Refrain:
Be not afraid.
I go before you always.
Come, follow me,
and I will give you rest.

If you pass through raging waters
in the sea,
you shall not drown.
If you walk amid the burning flames,
you shall not be harmed.
If you stand before the pow’r of hell
and death is at your side,
know that I am with you through it all.
(Refrain)

Passover the eventin
which God passed over the
whole of Egypt, taking the
lives of every firstborn

| Egyptian and sparing
the Israelites




Grade 6 Chapter 8

The Passover and the Exodus were two events that occurred when Jacob’s
descendants were enslaved in Egypt. Complete the chart to describe the
sequence of these events.
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“Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, ‘Thus says the Loro, the God of Israel:

Let my people go, that they may celebrate a feast to me in the desert.’ Pharaoh answered,
‘Who is the Lord, that I should heed his plea to let Israel go? I do not know the Lord;

even if I did, 1 would not let Israel go.” (Exodus 5:1-2)

© Underline the phrase that describes why God wants “Israel” to be set free.
© Why does Pharaoh refuse to let “Israel” go?
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Pierre Toussaint, born in Haiti in 1778, was a slave. He came to New York
with the Catholic couple who owned him. They taught him to read and
write, which was unusual at the time. They allowed him to become a
hairdresser. Pierre encouraged his clients to pray, to trust in God, and
to live according to the Gospel. Pierre eventually purchased his
freedom. He married a Haitian woman. Together they helped the
poor and worked to free slaves. They founded one of the first
orphanages and the first Catholic school for children of color.

Pierre Toussaint died in 1853. In 1996 Blessed Pope John Paul I
recognized Pierre Toussaint as having lived an outstanding Christian
life. The pope declared him Ve ble Pierre Tc
Pierre’s road to becoming a canonized saint.

Q DISCIPLE CHALLENGE

© Underline the sentence that describes how Pierre used his profession
to spread the Gospel.

a step on

® What pope recognized that Pierre Toussaint had lived an outstanding
Christian life?

Visit Lives of the Saints on www.webelieveweb.com to learn about more
saints and holy people.

Fg:ts » Take Home

Initiate family computer time. Together,
visit a news Web site to learn about
people in the world being oppressed

The term jubilee refers to a
year-long period observed by

Jewish People of ancient times. or enslaved. Consider how your family
Every fifty years Jewish slaves can support the work of agencies and
were freed, debts were forgiven, organizations that work to restore and
and lands were returned to protect human rights.

original owners.
(See Leviticus 25:8-55.)
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Grade 6 Chapter 8
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Complete the following.

1. When Israel’s family first entered Egypt, they were treated as honored
guests and given

2. The child Moses was saved from

3. While Moses was living in Midian and tending his flocks,

4. The pharaoh would not let the Israelites leave Egypt, so God

Write True or False for the following sentences.

Then ch the false to make them true.
5¢ Gosﬁen was the period of tremendous wealth and power of Egypt.
6. _____ The Israelites suffered terribly as slaves of the pharaoh.
7. God revealed his name to the pharaoh.
8. __ After the Passover the Israelites were able to escape from the pharaoh’s army.

Write a paragraph to answer this question.
9-10. Why did God free the Israelites from slavery in Egypt?
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Choose a word from the box to complete each sentence.
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The word exodus comes from the Greek word for

. As Christians, when we read about God saving his people by helping

them pass safely through the waters of the Red Sea, we are reminded

of our

. IntheBookof _ we learn about the Israelites’ years

in Egypt and about God’s carrying out his plan to bring his people
to Canaan.

. As the Israelites journeyed through the wilderness, God fed them with

a sweet-tasting, bread-like food called

. To Christians, the twelve pillars of the altar that Moses set up in the

wilderness are symbols not only of the twelve tribes of Israel but also

of the

. To thank God for the gift of a son, Hannah dedicated her son

to God’s service.

Jews and Christians pray today is the Book of

. To show his love of God and his desire to be faithful to the covenant,

built the Temple in Jerusalem.

—

manna
Psalms
Solomon
Samuel
Apostles
Baptism

Exodus

departure

e it L) -Gl

. The great collection of Hebrew religious songs that Jesus prayed and that both

continued on next page 167



Grade 6 Unit 2

TS

Write the letter of the phrase that best describes the person.

95 Deborah a. the first king of Israel
b. the shepherd-king who conquered the Philistines
10. Joshua
c. the person God chose to lead his people out of slavery
11. Samson MESYRY
d. the judge who, with God’s help, guided Barak to victory
12. David over the Canaanites
e. the person who said, “your people shall be my people
13. Saul and your God my God”
v R f. the leader who brought God’s people into the land God
& L had promised them
15. Solomon. g. the king of Israel who prayed for an understanding
heart and to whom God granted wisdom
16. Moses h. the judge who was blessed by God with great strength

Write a paragraph to answer each set of questions.

17-18. How was King Solomon’s reign different from King David’s? For what is each
king remembered?

19-20. What is the importance of the special meal of remembrance that Jewish families
eat at the Passover? Why is the Passover meal that Jesus ate with his followers
on the night before he died so important to Christians?
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