Abbreviations Used
for Documents of the Magisterium

Abbreviations Used
for the Books of the Bible

Foreword

i Overview

Catholic Prayers and Devotions
Art and Photo Credits
Index

Chapter 1: What Is the Bible?
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

‘What Catholics Believe About the Bible
Sidebar: What Does It Mean to Say

the Bible Is Divinely Inspired?

Chart: Periods of Bible History

How the Bible Was Written

The Bible Is Sacred Literature

The Bible Is Religious

Sidebar: Does the Bible Contain Any Errors?
Is Everything in the Bible True?

Chart: Archaeological Periods and Biblical Events
What “Salvation History” Is

Chart: Covenant History

The Church Will Be Our Guide

Sidebar: What Is the Canon of the Bible?
How the Canon Came to Be

Sidebar: The Canon of Scripture
Supplementary Reading

Long-Term Assignment

Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

23
23a
23¢c
23c
23d

26

26

27

28

30

30

31

8P

33

34

38

39

40

40

41

41

43
43a
43¢
43¢
43d

45

46

48

49

50

50

51

52

52

56
B!
555
58
58
59
60

CONTENTS

Chapter 2: The Old Testament
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

The Books of the Old Testament

The Law

Sidebar: J, E, D, and P

History

Wisdom

Sidebar: What Is Wisdom Literature?
Prophecy

Sidebar: What Is Prophetic Literature?
Sidebar: Finding the Date

Quick Outline of Old Testament History
What Typology Is and How It Works
Supplementary Reading

Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

Chapter 3: The Creation of the World
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

Days 1-3: Creating Form

Days 4-6: Filling the Void

Day 7: God Rested

Creation: A Covenant with the Universe
Understanding Time as Part of Creation
Creation Is Good

Sidebar: Is It True?

The Creation of Human Beings in the Image of God
The Marriage Covenant

God Our Father

The Fall

Spiritual Death

“Where Are You?"

The First Gospel

The Curse

Evil

Sidebar: Creation and Evolution




62
63
63
64
65
66

67
67a
67c
67c
67d

Supplementary Reading
Vocabulary

Long-Term Assignment
Study Questions
Practical Exercises
From the Catechism

Chapter 4: The Early World
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

The Evil Line of Cain

The Righteous Line of Seth

The Sons of God and the Daughters of Men
The Flood

Sidebar: Did the Flood Really Happen?
The Covenant with Noah

Sidebar: Another Story of the Flood
The Curse on Canaan

Chart: Table of Nations

The Arrogance of the Children of Ham
Sidebar: The Real Tower of Babel
Supplementary Reading

Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

Chapter 5: Abraham, Our Father
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

The Life of a Nomad

The Promises to Abram

Map: Abraham’s Migration in the Near East
Sidebar: From Abram to Abraham

Map: The Journeys of Abraham in Canaan
1. God's Oath: Land and a Nation

2. God's Oath: Kingship and a Name
Sodom and Gomorrah

Map: The Story of Lot

3. The Binding of Isaac and God’s Third Oath
Supplementary Reading

Vocabulary

Long-Term Assignment

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

107
107a
107c
107c
107d

108

110

112

113

114

115

116

116

117

119

121

122

124

125

125

126

126

127
127a
127c
127c
127d

128

129

130

181

133

134

136

137

138

139

140

142

144

144

145

145

146

147

147

148

Chapter 6: The Patriarchs

Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

Finding a Wife for Isaac

Jacob and Esau

Map: The Journeys of Isaac and Rebekah
Jacob’s Ladder

Jacob and Laban

Map: The Journeys of Jacob and Rachel
Twelve Sons

Sidebar: The Twelve Tribes of Israel
Wrestling With God: Jacob Named Israel
Joseph’s Brothers Sell Him as a Slave
Map: Joseph’s Journey as a Slave

God Turns Evil into an Instrument of Salvation
Supplementary Reading

Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

Chapter 7: The Exodus

Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

The Birth and Rescue of Moses
Moses Rebels

Sidebar: The Date of the Exodus
The Burning Bush: God Reveals His Name to Moses
The Message to Pharaoh

The Plagues

The Passover

The Passover Lamb as a Type of Christ
Map: The Route of the Exodus
Escape from Egypt

Spiritual Food in the Wilderness
The Covenant at Sinai

The Decalogue and the Natural Law
The Temple in Heaven and on Earth
Supplementary Reading
Long-Term Assignment
Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

vi



149 Chapter 8: The Law 189 Chapter 10: The Kingdom of David
1492 Chapter Planning Guide 189a Chapter Planning Guide
149¢ Chapter Objectives 189c Chapter Objectives
149c Keys to This Chapter 189c  Keys to This Chapter
145d Key Ideas 189d Key Ideas
151 The Golden Calf Changes 191 Jerusalem, David's New Capital
Israel’s Relationship with God 192 Map: David's Kingdom
152 The Institution of the Priesthood 193 Bringing the Ark to Jerusalem
154 After the Fall 194 Sidebar: The Liturgy of the Ark
155 Heaven on Earth 195 The Covenant with David
156 The Law 198 Beyond Sinai to Zion
157 In the Wilderness 199 The Davidic Covenant: Seven Primary Features
159 The Constitution of Israel 201 Sidebar: The Davidic Covenant in Psalm 89
160 Sidebar: Israel and America 202 The Davidic Covenant: Three Secondary Features
161 A Close Look at Deuteronomy 203 Summary: The Main Features
161 Outline of Deuteronomy of the Davidic Covenant
162 Sidebar: The Tabernacle in the Wilderness 204 Supplementary Reading
163 Supplementary Reading 205 Vocabulary
164 Vocabulary 205 Study Questions
165 Study Questions 206 Practical Exercises
165 Practical Exercises
166 From the Catechism 207 Chapter 11: Wise King Solomon
207a Chapter Planning Guide
167 Chapter 9: The Rise of the Kingdom 207c Chapter Objectives
167a Chapter Planning Guide 207c Keys to This Chapter
167c Chapter Objectives 207d Key Ideas
167c Keys to This Chapter 209 Map: Jerusalem in the Time of David and Solomon
167d Key Ideas 210 Imperial Israel
169 The Conquest Begins 211 Map: Solomon’s United Kingdom
171 Map: Canaan at the Time of the Conquest 212 The Wisdom of Solomon
172 Sidebar: Jericho 213 Solomon Builds the Temple
172 Map: The Route of the Spies 215 Sidebar: Building Materials for Solomon’s Temple
173 Joshua's Covenant with Israel 216 Solomon'’s Pride and Apostasy
174 Sidebar: The Right Time to Attack 217 Sidebar: The Idol Gods of Solomon’s Wives
174 Map: The Invasion of Canaan 218 Supplementary Reading
175 Chart: Early Israel and Her Neighbors 218 Long-Term Assignment
175 Map: The Capture of the Ark 219 Vocabulary
176 The Judges 219 Study Questions
177 Chart: The Judges of Israel 220 Practical Exercises
178 Samuel the King-maker
180 Saul, the Anointed One 221 Chapter 12: The Divided Kingdom
180 Sauls First Big Mistake 221a Chapter Planning Guide
181 Map: The Kingdom of Saul 221c Chapter Objectives
182 Saul's Second Big Mistake 221c Keys to This Chapter
184 The Man After God's Own Heart 221d  Key Ideas
185 Supplementary Reading 222 The Torn Kingdom
186 Vocabulary 224 Map: The Divided Kingdoms of Israel and Judah
186 Long-Term Assignment 225 Back to the Golden Calf
187 Study Questions 226 Good and Bad Kings
188 Practical Exercises 226 Jonah
SSE

"




228
230
231
232,
233
234
234
235
236
2387
238

239
239
239¢
239¢
239d

241

244

245

246

247

249

250

252

2538

254

256

258

259

259

260

260

261
261a
261c
261c
261d

262

264

264

265

265

266

267

268

269

270

Zih

Elijah and Jezebel

Elijah at Sinai

Map: The Journeys of Elijah and Elisha
Elijah and Elisha

The Assyrian Threat

The End of Israel

Map: The Downfall of Israel
Supplementary Reading
Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

Chapter 13: Conquest and Exile
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

The Great Prophet Isaiah

Sidebar: Hezekiah Defends Jerusalem
The Wicked King Manasseh

The Great Reform

Jeremiah Sees the End of the World
Map: The Fall of Judah

The Impossible Promise

The Exodus Reversed

Map: The Babylonian Empire

The Babylonian Exile

Daniel: Heroic Stories of the Exile
Supplementary Reading
Vocabulary

Long-Term Assignment

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

Chapter 14: A Remnant Returns
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

Belshazzar's Feast

Cyrus the Messiah

Sidebar: Rulers of the Persian Empire
Map: The Return of the Exiles
Beginning The New Jerusalem
Trouble with the Samaritans

Ezra the Scribe

What God Really Wants

The Promise Unfulfilled
Supplementary Reading
Vocabulary

271
e
e

273
273a
273c
273c
273d

275

276

747

277

278

279

280

281

283

284

285

285

286

286

287

287a
287c
287c
287d
288
289
290
291
291
292
293
294
294
295
296
297
298
298
300
301
302
303
303
304

Study Questions
Practical Exercises
From the Catechism

Chapter 15: Revolt of the Maccabees
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

Only One World to Conquer

Map: Conquests of Alexander the Great
Jerusalem in the Middle

The Final Desecration

Amazing Success of the Maccabees
Map: The Hasmonean Kingdom

Chart: Maccabees Family Tree

What the Jews Believed

Sidebar: The Story of Hanukkah
Supplementary Reading

Vocabulary

Long-Term Assignment

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

Chapter 16: The World

of the New Testament

Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key ldeas

The Prophecies Fulfilled?

The Pharisees

Sidebar: Judaism in New Testament Times
The Sadducees

After the Maccabees

Herod the Great

Chart: The Herod's Family Tree
When the Time Had Fully Come
Religion in the Roman Empire
Map: Herod's Sons Inherit His Kingdom
The Spread of the Jewish Religion
Map: The Roman Empire
Proselytes of the Gate

Judea and Galilee

The Samaritans

Supplementary Reading
Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

viii




341
343
345

Chapter 17: The New Testament
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

How the New Testament Is Organized
The New Law: The Four Gospels
Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

History: The Acts of the Apostles
Wisdom: The Epistles

Prophecy: The Revelation
Supplementary Reading
Long-Term Assignment
Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

Chapter 18: The Incarnation
Chapter Planning Guide
Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

The Son of David

Chart: Family of David

Hail Mary

The Birth of Jesus

Map: The Journeys of Jesus
Nunc Dimittis

The Epiphany

The Holy Innocents

Map: The Flight into Egypt
Teaching the Teachers
Supplementary Reading
Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

Chapter 19: What Jesus Did

Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

John the Baptist Makes Straight the Way
Jesus Baptized

The Temptation in the Wilderness

347
348
350
351
352
858

355
356
356
357
358
359
359
360
361
361
362

363
363a
363c
363c
363d

378
378

379
379
379
379c
379d

380

382

384

385

Water into Wine

Cleansing the Temple

The Land of Zebulun and Naphtali
Map: Jesus' Galilean Ministry
Healing the Sick

Who Sinned?

Casting Out Demons

Eating with Sinners

Women and Samaritans

The Twelve

Map: Jesus' Journey to Jerusalem
Hosanna to the Son of David
Supplementary Reading
Long-Term Assignment
Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

Chapter 20: What Jesus Taught
Chapter Planning Guide
Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

Teaching with Authority

Parables

The Kingdom of God Is at Hand
Born from Above i
The Letter of the Law Is Not Enough
The Last Shall Be First

The First Shall Be Last

Love Your Enemies

God's Grace Is Undeserved

Pray Without Ceasing

Jesus Is the Bread of Life
Supplementary Reading
Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

Chapter 21: The Cup of Consummation
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

The Missing Cup

In Gethsemane

Jesus Arrested in Gethsemane

Peter’s Denial




386
387
388
388
390
394
394
397
398
400
401
401
402
403
403
404

405
405a
405¢
405¢
405d

408

409

411
411
411
412
413
414
415
415
416
416

417
417a
417c
417c
417d

419

420

421

422

423

424

Blasphemy!

Judas Repents

Pilate Examines Jesus
Crucify Him!

Jesus Crucified

Behold Your Mother

The Last Cup

Sidebar: Pontius Pilate
Sidebar: The Crucifixion Psalm
Sidebar: The Jews
Supplementary Reading
Long-Term Assignment
Vocabulary

Study Questions
Practical Exercises
From the Catechism

Chapter 22: The Resurrection
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

The Women Who Met the Risen Lord
The Road to Emmaus:

Jesus Revealed in the Eucharist

The Power to Forgive and Retain Sins
Doubting Thomas

Back to Galilee

Peter’s Redemption

Map: The Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus
Supplementary Reading

Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

Chapter 23: Jesus Fulfills the Old Testament
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

Fulfilling the Law and the Prophets

The Church Before Jesus

1. Jesus Fulfills the Covenant with Adam

2. Jesus Fulfills the Covenant with Noah

3. Jesus Fulfills the Covenant with Abraham
4. Jesus Fulfills the Covenant with Moses

424
425
425
427
427
428
428
429
429

431
431a
431c
431c
431d

433

433

434

435

436

437

438

439

440

441

442

442

443

445
4453
445¢
445¢
445d
446
448
449
450
451
451
453
453
454
455
455
456

The New Exodus

Jesus the Passover Lamb

5. Jesus Fulfills the Covenant with David
Supplementary Reading

Long-Term Assignment

Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

Chapter 24: The Birth of the Church
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

Restoring the Kingdom

Map: Judaism at the Time of Christ
The Election of Matthias

Sidebar: The Upper Room

Pentecost

Peter’s Authority

The Martyrdom of Stephen

What the Early Christian Community Was Like
Supplementary Reading

Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

Chapter 25: Reaching Out to All Nations
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to This Chapter

Key Ideas

Philip Baptizes the Ethiopian

Map: Early Spread of “The Good News"”
Saul the Persecutor

Saul’'s Conversion

Are Christians Jews?

The Council of Jerusalem
Supplementary Reading

Long-Term Assignment

Vocabulary

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism




457 Chapter 26: Paul, An Apostle 493 Eucharist
457a Chapter Planning Guide 494 Penance
457c Chapter Objectives 495 Anointing of the Sick
457c Keys to This Chapter 496 Holy Orders
457d Key Ideas 497 Matrimony
459 Peter and Paul in Acts 498 Supplementary Reading
460 Apostle to the Gentiles 499 Vocabulary
461 The Law Was Our Custodian 500 Study Questions
462 Sin Brings Death Through the Law 500 Practical Exercises
463 St.Paul's Doctrine of Justification 501 From the Catechism
465 Map: Paul's First Journey
466 St.Paul's Travels 503 Chapter 29: The End of History
466 Map: Paul's Second Journey 503a  Chapter Planning Guide
467 Map: Paul’s Third Journey 503c  Chapter Objectives
468 Map: Paul's Journey to Rome 503c  Keys to This Chapter
469 Supplementary Reading 503d Key Ideas
470 Vocabulary 504 What Jesus Taught About the End of History
471 Study Questions 505 The End of the Old Covenant
471 Practical Exercises 507 Map: The Siege of Jerusalem
472 From the Catechism 508 The Vision of the Heavenly Liturgy
509 The Liturgy of the Word
473 Chapter 27: The New Kingdom 512 The Heavenly Eucharist
473a Chapter Planning Guide 514 The Beasts
473c Chapter Objectives 516 The New Jerusalem
473c Keys to This Chapter 516 The Warning and the Promise
473d Key Ideas 519 Map: Christian Churches and Communities
475 The Son of David 520 Supplementary Reading
477 The Riddle: How Can David's Son Be David's Lord? 520 Long-Term Assignment
480 The Church Perfectly Fulfills the Davidic Covenant 521 Vocabulary
480 The Davidic Covenant: Seven Primary Features 521 Study Questions
482 The Davidic Covenant: Three Secondary Features 522 Practical Exercises
484  Supplementary Reading 522 From the Catechism
485 Vocabulary
485 Study Questions 523 Chapter 30: How to Read the Bible
485 Long-Term Assignment 523a Chapter Planning Guide
486  Practical Exercises 523c  Chapter Objectives
486 From the Catechism 523c Keys to This Chapter
523d Key Ideas
487 Chapter 28: The Catholic Church in Scripture 525 The Bible Is Literature
'a Chapter Planning Guide 526 Spiritual Senses
487c Chapter Objectives 527 Look to the Church for Guidance
487c Keys to This Chapter 528 What to Read First
487d Key Ideas 529 Pray
488 Organization of the Church 530 Supplementary Reading
489 The Primacy of Peter 531 Vocabulary
490 Councils of the Whole Church 531 Study Questions
491 Sacraments 531 Practical Exercises
492 Baptism 532 From the Catechism

492 Confirmation

-




The Lines of
Cain and Seth
(pp.68-71)

OBJECTIVES

(3 The character of the line of
Cain

[ The character of the line of
Seth

[ Why God came to “regret”
having created mankind

BASIC QUESTIONS

{3 What was the character of the
descendants of Cain?

[ What was the character of the
descendants of Seth?

[ Why did God “regret” having
created mankind?

KEY IDEAS

[ The descendants of Cain sought
personal glory in a world of
sin and violence, reaching their
peak in the seventh generation
(Lamech).

3 In contrast, the descendants of
Seth worked for God's glory.

{1 The descendants of Seth were
corrupted by the Cainites,
and the two lines, thereafter
intermarried, spread evil
throughout the world.

68 The Early World

Understanding the Scriptures

Chapter 4

The Early World

Read

The Evil Line or Cain

* The descendants of Cain sought only personal glory in a world of sin and violence.
* Seven generations from Adam, the line of Cain reached its evil peak in Lamech.

frer Cain was punished by God, he was banished from the land and he went to the land of “Nod."
which means “wandefing” There he had a son named Enoch. After that. he built a city and
named it after Enoch.
In fact, Scripture credits Cain's line with inventing most of the things that make civilization possible,
Another descendant of Cain, Tubal-cain, was the inventor of metalworking. And Tubal-cain’s
half-brother Jubal “Wwas the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe.”*
But the descendant of Cain who got the most space in this list is Lamech. He came
seven generations down. Seven is not only a covenant number: seven often
is a symbol of perfection in the Bible
Lamech had two wives—the first record of bigamy or polygamy in
the Bible. And in Genesis 4:23-24, we hear a little song Lamech
made up for them.
Lamech said to his wives,
“Adah and Zillah. hear my voice,
You wives of Lamech,
hearken to what I say:
1 have slain a man for wounding me.
a young man for striking me.
If Cain is avenged sevenfold.
truly Lamech seventy-seven-fold.”

‘T frst murder: Cain kiled Abel out o envy—one ofthe
traditiona seven deadlysins, and one of the most dangerous:

ANTICIPATORY SET

Have each student work with a partner to analyze the illustration “The Body of Abel Is
Found by Adam and Eve" by William Blake (p.69). and then lead a class discussion using
the following question:

[ How did Blake illustrate the psychological impact of Cain's fratricide?

Eve appears completely broken by grief. Adam looks at Cain as if asking himself, “What
have | done?” Cain seems insane with horror and guilt. The bleak, volcanic landscape is on
fire and the red sun is setting as if for the last time.
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B S i God's will The marriage covenant is the primary covenant. a holy institution

B S But Lamech treated women as if they were objects to be possessed. And he treated

. kiling them whenever he felt like it

W S other people as images of God. Lamech and his followers lived in a world of wars

Seven generations down from Adam through Cain, the line of evil has reached

of revenge was exactly the opposite of God's intention. In the Septuagint, the

of the Old Testament used by the New Testament writers, “seventy-sevenfold”
y times seven.” Jesus would turn the song of Lamech on its head when he

jamous questiol

W came up and said to him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and 1

Mges Bim? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, I do not say to you seven times,

B sewenty times seven.” (Mt 18:21-22)

e Sord said; “hat fave you done? e voice of your brather s Blood'is crying
ta e fram the ground v pow you are cursedfrom the graund; which as opensd
its mouth o receive your brather's Blood from yaur hand. * (G #: 10~11)

1 FOCUS QUESTIONS

'} J What infamous distinction does Cain’s descendant Lamech have?

J What was similar about the way Lamech treated women and men?
He viewed both women and men as objects to be used. He broke his marriage covenant
and killed men who offended him in any way.
| 1 How is Christ’s ethic of forgiveness opposed to Lamech’s ethic of revenge?
When a Christian is struck he is supposed to turn the other cheek, and he is to
forgive a brother who sins against him not seven times but “seventy times seven.”
(Seventy-seven and seventy times seven are different translations of the same
phrase.) Conversely, Lamech would slay a man for wounding or even striking him;
whereas Cain took ld Lamech took “ y fold.”

He is the first man recorded to have had two wives, the first bigamist and polygamist.

GUIDED EXERCISE

Conduct a think/pair/share
to determine the different
occupations of three of Cain’s
descendants:

1 Jabal

Shepherd

0 Jubal

Musician

 Tubal-cain

Metal smith

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

The Regret
of Adam and Eve

The ultimate consequences of
sin—any person’s sin—are rarely
seen. Adam and Eve could not
have foreseen their sin would
result in one of their children
having slayed the other. Might
Adam and Eve have resisted

temptation if they had understood
how they were to change the lives
of all their descendants until the
end of time? Part of the mystery
of sin is the extent to which it is
the result of ignorance.

Though the Bible does not say, it
is safe to assume Adam and Eve
lamented the loss of both of their
sons: one physically, the other
morally. Like Adam and Eve, it

is important for every person to
consider the great effect of both
good and bad actions on everyone
else and acknowledge every action
will one day be judged by God.

The Early World 69




GUIDED EXERCISE

Lead a class discussion using the

following questions:

[JJ What would the world have
been like without sin?

[ How can you reduce sin in the
world?

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

The Lines of Cain and Seth

Sin turns people away from God
and leads them fruitlessly to seek
happiness in other ways. There are
countless examples of “successful”
people who have fallen away from
God and cannot find happiness.
This was true in the case of Cain
and his descendants; though many
important inventions came from
their efforts, their human success
was never able to bring them out
of their sinful ways. Thus, another
dimension of the mystery of evil

is how, throughout history, evil
acts often accompany temporal
success.

What would the world have been
like without sin? How can people
reduce sin in the world? These
are two important questions to
consider (cf. Guided Exercise,
p.70.)

When two families are united

in marriage, there is, to some
degree, a mixture of cultures.

A critical facet of every family’s
culture is its relationship with
God. When Seth’s descendants
intermarried with the Cainites,
they were tempted by evil
customs; as a consequence, many
righteous people fell away from
their relationships with God.

It is important for everyone to
consider the impact of his or

her relationships and friends;
people should avoid situations and
relationships that can lead to sin
(“occasions of sin”).

Understanding the Scriptures

The Righteous Line or Seth

© The descendants of Seth worked for God's glory instead of their own.
© The People of God are his children, just as Seth was Adam's child.

eanwhile, Adam and Eve had another son named Seth. Now we hear about his line—the
faithful followers of God.
When Seth had a son, he named him Enosh. “At that time men began to call upon the name of the
Lorp” (Gn 4:26)
That phrase “to call upon the name of the Lorp" means to worship God. Notice the difference
between Cain's line and Seth's line. Cain named a city after his son to make a name for himself. But
when Seth has a son, his work is not for himself but rather for God. The men of Cain’s line cared only
about their own glory. But Seth’s descendants, God's people, put the glory of God first.
This is where the City of God begins and God's covenant family finally begins to progress. We start
almost with a new beginning in Chapter 5: “When God created man, he made him in the likeness of
God." Then Adam fathered a son, Seth, again “in his own likeness, after his image.” In other words,
Seth was Adam's son in the same way that Adam was God's son. God is not just our Creator. God is
our Father as well.
Here we see two completely contrary cultures. The family of Cain reached its evil completeness in
the murderous tyrant Lamech, whereas the family of Seth was built on worshiping God, “calling upon
the name of the LoRD."

N s
Seth was fidam's son i the same way that fidam was God s son.
God is not just our Greator. Godis our Father as well.

FOCUS QUESTIONS

[ When Seth had a son, Enoch, what does it mean to say men began to “call upon

the name of the Lord"?
It means people began to worship God.

[ How are Seth's descendants different from Cain’s?

While Cain named a city after his son to make a name for himself, Seth's descendants
put the glory of God first.

[ What conclusion should be drawn from Seth having been Adam'’s son in the

same way Adam was God's son, each in the respective “image and likeness"?
God is not just the Creator of human beings, he is their Father as well.
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The Sons orF God
and the Daughters or Men

[0 e of Seth is tempted by the sinful practices of the Cainites.
Wisking the marriage covenant, they spread evil throughout the world.

S s — the Calnites and the Sethites —had to live on the same earth. As long as there
S and injustice, there will be no harmony.
of Cain saw the whole world in terms of wars and personal glory. On the other
Sesedans of Seth, although they worshiped God, still had the seeds of sin in them that
S Adam and Eve.
% the beginning of Genesis 6, “When men began to multiply on the face of the ground,
were born to them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were fair and they

Adem in his own image and likeness, and Adam fathered a son named Seth in his
4 Bkeness. The “sons of God.” then, must be the family of Seth. that family of God
%t up. calling upon the name of the Lord. In other words, they are the original Church,

of men,” on the other hand, are the descendants of Cain. We know that in the
esesation of the wicked Cainites, Lamech became a polygamist. taking however many
%% wanted Now the descendants of Seth were tempted by that same sin. They “took to wife
B8 W & they chose.” implying that polygamy has entered into the line of Seth, the covenant
of God
B Secoming institutionalized. We will find, as we get further into the Old Testament, that
S marriage covenant always brings God's judgment every time. In fact, the very next verse
B s s that God decided then to shorten our lives.
"W the Lorp said, ‘My spirit shall not abide in man forever,
W% B s flesh, but his days shall be a hundred and twenty years.”
S S & o stop the spread of evil. The book goes on to tell us, “The Nephilim [or “glants’]
P S e canth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters
S el they bore children of them. These were the mighty men that were of old. the men of
—
Seew “the men of renown’” is literally “the men of shem.” the men of the “name"— which is what
I8 Seed “shem” means. They were wicked tyrants who were making a name for themselves. As the
S o Seth and Cain intermarried, the whole world came to be dominated by the descendants of
SS — unjust, violent men, building a culture of pure evil.
B e the result in Genesis 6:5-6.

“The Lown saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
\sasination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lorp was sorry
e he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart.”

FOCUS QUESTIONS
J Who were the sons of God?

J Who were the daughters of men?
They were the descendants of Cain.
J Why did God shorten the lives of men?
He punished men for their marital infidelity.
'J Who are the Nephilim, or giants?
They are wicked tyrants trying to make names for themselves. They are men of renown,
meaning literally, “the men of Shem.”

They were the descendants of Seth before having intermarried with Cain’s descendants.

GUIDED EXERCISE
Conduct a think/pair/share
using the following question:

[ What was the state of the
world by the time of Noah
(cf. Gn 6:7)?

Men were wicked and God
“regretted” having made them.

CLOSURE

Have each student write a
paragraph comparing the persons
of Seth’s and Cain’s lines.

HOMEWORK
ASSIGNMENT

[ Study Questions 1-8 (p.83)
[ Practical Exercises 1-2 (p.83)
[ Workbook Questions 1-13

[ Read “The Flood" through
“Another Story of the Flood"
(pp.72-75)

ALTERNATIVE
ASSESSMENT

Have each student free write for
five minutes about the harm done
to the descendants of Cain and
Seth by the wounds of Original
Sin.
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Noah and the Flood
(pp.72-175)

OBJECTIVES

O Why God sent the great Flood
to destroy humanity

0 The universality of deluge
stories in early cultures

0 God's covenant with Noah

[ The Flood as a type of Baptism

BASIC QUESTIONS
13 Why did God send the Flood?

{3 Are there other flood stories in
early cultures?

[0 What covenant did God make
with Noah?

[J How is the Flood a type of
Baptism?

KEY IDEAS

0 Because of the wicked violence
of the human race, God sent
a great Flood, saving only one
righteous man and his family
along with representatives of
every beast and bird.

 Flood stories are found all over
the ancient world, and there is
archaeological evidence that an
event of this kind occurred.

I God created a new covenant
with man through Noah never
again to destroy the world by
flood, the sign of which is the
rainbow.

[ The Flood is a type of Baptism
because, through the waters of
the Flood, Noah was given life
anew; similarly, through the
waters of Baptism, a person is
given new life.

Understanding the Scriptures

The Flood

® The wicked violence of the human race provoked God to send a great flood.
© One righteous man was saved, along with his family and representatives
of every beast and bird.

Wl(h the lines of Cain and Seth integrated.
almost the whole world had gone over to.
the side of evil. Genesis tells us that ‘the earth was
filled with violence."s There was one righteous
family left: Noah, his wife, his three sons, and their
wives. “Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his
generation” (Gn 6:9).

S0 God decided to make a new beginning, starting the
human race over again with Noah as the founder. ‘T
will blot out man whom 1 have created from the face
of the ground, man and beast and creeping things and
birds of the i, for | am sorry thar [ have made them.”
Noah. therefore, was instructed to build an "ark”—a
giant boat capable of carrying his family and enough
animals to repopulate the earth. God would send
a great flood, but Noah would be saved, and God
promised. “T will establish my covenant with you"
(Gn 6:18).

We see the number seven throughout the story
of the Flood. Noah took seven pairs of each clean
animal, seven pairs of each bird, and one pair each
of all the rest and they followed him into the ark.
Then God shut the door behind them. After seven
days. the flood came.

The rain poured down from the sky, and water came up from the deep. For forty days and forty
nights it rained. Forty is another important symbolic number in Scripture. Periods of trial and
repentance often come in forties in the Bible; later we will see how Israel wandered forty years
in the desert, and how Jesus fasted forty days. Even now, the season of Lent, our yearly time of
repentance and fasting, takes up forty days in the Church calendar.

For 150 days® there was nothing but water. Then at last the waters started to recede, and in the
seventh month the ark came to rest on Ararat, a mountain in what s today eastern Turkey.”

But what condition was the rest of the world in? Noah sent out a raven to see whether there might
be dry land yet. The raven. which did not return, "went to and fro until the waters were dried up from
the carth." Then he sent out a dove, and the dove returned to him. After seven days, he sent out the
dove again. and this time the dove came back with an olive branch. Now Noah knew the waters had
begun to go down. The next time he sent out the dove, seven days later, it did not come back®
Finally Noah released his passengers, and the animals spread out to repopulate the earth. Then
he built an altar to offer sacrifice to the Lord. Like Adam, Noah would be the priest for his whole
family—which, after the Flood., was all that was left of humanity.

fong, 50 cubts wide, Tradiional pictres of the ak show
something shaped Iike a boat. However, the Hebrew word for “ark” s *tebah,” meaning “box” or“chest” and may suggest the actualshae ofthe
i [ narratve, considering the nature of the delge.
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FOCUS QUESTIONS
[J Why did God decide to start the human race over with Noah?

The earth was full of violence except in Noah, who was the only “righteous man.” God
decided to “blot out” all living creatures, having become “sorry” he had made them.

[ What is the importance of the number seven in the story of Noah?
Noah took seven pairs of each clean animal and seven pairs of each bird. Seven days
after God shut the door of the ark, the Flood came. The number seven in Scripture
symbolizes perfection.

[J What is the importance of the number forty in Scripture?
The number forty symbolizes trial and repentance. For example, the Deluge was fueled
by water for forty days. Israel wandered for forty years in the desert. Christ fasted
for forty days in the wilderness before his temptation.

ANTICIPATORY SET

Read aloud the selection from

St. Augustine’s City of God
(p.102), and then lead a class
discussion to explain “anger” and
“repent” when attributed to God.

rly World




Early World

the Flood Really Happen?

e, Bible scholars tried o prove that there had been a flood over the whole earth, while
simoly ignored the Bible story. But more recently, scientists and Bible scholars have been
t0 agreement, Many geologists and archaeologists now thirk that the story of the Fiood refers
| gwstogical event. Meanwihile, anthropolagsts point out that similar stories of a disastrous flood—and
who sunvived it—are found in cultures all over the Middle East and Europe.
point out that Mesopotamia, the part of the Middle East where civilization first developed,
west through terrible floods. A layer of flood deposit at Ur, one of the most ancient cities in
showed that the city had been wiped out in some great disaster. Later n the Book of Genesis,
{#at Abranam, the ancestor of all the people of Israel, came from Ur. He and his family might easily

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

The Flood

From the beginning of creation,
the Lord has preserved a remnant
of his people to start over. The
first example is Noah; it is an
account of God's punishment for

the true story of the Flood at Ur with them when they moved west.

¥ most interesting theorles puts the Flood
Sk than that. In a book called Noah's Fiood,
schasologists point oLt that
Ses vwas an isolated lake until @ few
years ago. Some of the first steps toward
were taken around that lake. When the
Sea broke through (perhaps during
‘s, the water came in 5o suddenly and
"Wy st il the towns and villages were under
& S days. We know from other evidence
‘Tradition can preserve a story accurately
of years. The book suggests that this
Sea flood was the source of the story of Noah
(B o 8 e other flood stories. Since the book was
surveys have found whole towns on the
o4 9 Black Sea.

S of the N
"W swose of the Bible. The Hebrew word transiated
" e in the Flood story could also mean

| Sy.” 50 the sacred writers might
W et that the land as far as anyone could ses
- mmerged.

98 ourse. the question of whers the story came from Is not really important to understanding the Bible.
S smpertant thing is to understand what the story says about our relationship with God.

sin and mercy and love for his
people. Though God could have
Jjust given up, he always offers
another chance. This is one reason
nobody should never give up on
the spiritual life; no matter what
anyone has done, God will always
take him or her back through

the Sacraments of Baptism and
Penance.

Through the Flood and the
subsequent covenant with Noah,
God offered people a chance to
start over, as he does for each
person in Baptism: sin is washed
away. God saved Noah and his
family and commanded them, “Be
fruitful and multiply.” This new
beginning is expressed by the sign
of the rainbow.

Mount Ararat, he taflest peakin

northeast Turkey, 10 miles westof
Iran and 20 miles south of Ameni,
e mountain ises 16,945 feet above.
the surrounding plains.The Book of
Genesis dentifes this mountain as
the restng place of Noahi's Ark ater
the great flood
a2 wion oo e
“Urarty” from the Hebrew
it by Moses Wi ooynlded
the consonants *rit”

FOCUS QUESTIONS

J Are the Israelites the only people with a flood story?
No; similar stories are found in cultures all over the Middle East and Europe.
Extension: There are similar stories found all over the world.

J What story might Abraham have brought with him from Ur?
Ur was once destroyed by a great flood; he may have brought this story with him.

J What thesis is argued in the book Noah's Flood?
Noah's Flood argues the various flood stories originated from an actual geological
event that took place only a few thousand years ago. Because of the rise in sea level
of the Mediterranean Sea due to melting glaciers, the Mediterranean broke through
the Bosporus a few thousand years ago, turning a large, freshwater lake into the Black
Sea, flooding whole towns in just a few days.
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GUIDED EXERCISE

Conduct a think/pair/share
using the following question.

[2 After the Flood, why did God
decide not to curse the ground
any more because of man?

God decided not to curse the
ground because of man not
because the line of Noah was
without sin but because it was
sinful: “the imagination of man's
heart is evil from his youth.”

GUIDED EXERCISE

Have each student complete
a paragraph shrink on the
paragraph “Christians see the
Flood..." (p.74).

The Flood is a type of Baptism in
which a person’s sins are washed
away; he or she is made into a new
creation. The new Christian is

blessed by God, but he or she still
carries the potential for sin.

Undes

anding the Scriptures

The Covenant with Noah

© Noah and his family after the Flood are the beginnings of a new creation.
© Christians see the Flood as a “type” of baptism.

t was a new creation. The human race was founded again, with a righteous man as its progenitor.

But had the Flood eliminated sin? Nol He might have been righteous, but Noah was not perfect.
Like every human, he inherited the sinful nature of Adam and Eve.
God knew, of course, that we would sin again. “I will never again curse the ground because of man,”
God said after Noah's sacrifice—not because the line of Noah was without sin. but for exactly the
opposite reason: “for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth."
Then God blessed Noah and his
family, saying to them. “Be fruitful
and multiply. and fill the earth.”s
Those are the same words God
spoke to Adam and Eve at the
dawn of creation. As he did with
Adam and Eve. God gave Noah and
his family dominion over the living
things of the world.
In fact, the story of Noah and the
story of Adam are so similar that
we can see a literary genius at work.
The inspired author uses literary
parallelism to leave us no doubt that
the Flood begins a new creation.

> Bod's covenant with Noah and al creaton
After Noah's sacrifice, God estab- the rainbon, touches the plain at the footof Mount Araat.

lished his promised covenant with

Noah and his family. God gave them the earth and all its goods, to have dominion over them. But
there were conditions. A covenant goes two ways:  blessing for abiding by its conditions, and a
curse for breaking them. “For your lifeblood 1 will surely require a reckoning: of every beast I will

require it and of man; of every man's brother I will require the life of man. Whoever sheds the blood
of man, by man shall his blood be shed: for God made man in his own image.”

God promised Noah that he would never again destroy the world by a flood. As a sign, he placed the
rainbow in the sky. When the rainbow appears after a storm, God told Noah, “T will look on it and
remember my covenant which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh that is
upon the earth.” The rainbow is a universal sign. By making the rainbow the sign of the covenant,
God shows that this covenant ultimately applies to all creation—as did the covenant with Adam.

God made an everlasting covenant with Noah and with all living beings (cf. Gn 9:16). It will

remain in force as long as the world lasts. (CCC 71)

Christians see the Flood as a “type’—a symbolic precursor in history—of Christian baptism. The
story in Genesis tells us in a symbolic way what happens when a Christian is baptized. Our old world
of sin is washed away, and we are created anew, reborn in the waters of baptism. Like Noah, we still
carry the potential of sin with us after baptism. but we have received God's blessing and his promise
that he will not destroy us.

FOCUS QUESTIONS

[ What is the parallel between the blessing God originally gave creation and
the blessing he gave Noah and his family?
In each blessing, God said, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.”

[ What positive and negative features does a covenant contain?
A covenant contains a blessing for abiding by it and a curse for breaking it.

[ What is the significance of the rainbow in the covenant God made with Noah?
The rainbow is the sign of the covenant and a promise God will never again destroy the
inhabitants of the whole world by flood.




Chapter 4: The Early World

Story or the Flood

hen archagologists found ancient Babylonian tablets that told a

familiar-sounding flood story, the whole world seemed to be in an
uproar, Here, as part of the Epic of Giigamesh, was a flood story many cent
older than the oldest Bible manuscripts. Yet the story it told was clearly similar
1o the story of Noah. Right away, some people jumped to the conclusion that the
story of Noah must be “derived” from this older fiood story.
Of course, a few moments’ thinking is enough to show that their conclusion
would not hold water. The story of Noah in its present form was written down
later, that is true. But it could well be the record of an oral tradition that goes
back thousands of years. The flood story in Gilgamesh might just as easily be
derived from oral traditions of the Noah story.
What the story does prove, however, is that some story of a worldwide flood
was known all over the Middle East. In fact, anthropologists have found Flood
stories, and flood heroes like Noah, all over the world. It seems that every
culture preserves the memory of some great catastrophe long ago.
In the Gilgamesh story, the gods have decided to destroy humankind with a
great flood. But one of the gods rebels and decides to save one man and his
8% s Utanapishtim, the man who takes the place of Noah in the story, to build a boat, and to

easts of the field into the boat.

e horible storm, and everything is wiped out except Utanapishtim and his boat. The

% 50 horible that even the gods are quivering

ays. the storm subsides, and the
%5 rest on a mountain. To see
iy fand about, Utanapishtim
& Sove. but the dove comes back.
s out a swallow, but the swallow
% # well. Finally he sends out a
At e raven does not come back.
st the waters have gone down,
releases all the animals and
seriice o the gods.
s 1 2 version of the same

W% sspricious tyrants battling against
« and they bring on the flood for no.
&0, (In one version of the story, the gods
4 desiroy humanity because people make
I Seh noise, and the gods cannot get any sleep at
- W Wssnapishtim is saved mostly because one of the
“-xs 1o undermine the other gods. In the Noah story, it
5 wckedness of human beings that brings justice from the one
"W e and Noah s saved because of his righteousness.
S &t ractionaly dentied it the ancient King
S o Ui from the patace of Sargon I, ca. 720 BC.

Clay tablet withthe flood sty from the
Epic of Gigamesh, one of seven tablets which were n the
‘callection of the Assyrian ing. Ashturbanipal,seventh céntury BC

G P ia N v i 1l

4 What does the story of Gilgamesh prove?
Gilgamesh proves a story of a worldwide flood was known all over the Middle East.
4 What detail suggests the Epic of Gilgamesh contains a version of the same
Flood presented in the Book of Genesis?
Birds were sent out to see if the waters had receded.
J How is the biblical Flood profoundly different from the Epic of Gilgamesh?
The biblical story is moral. The wickedness of men called forth the justice of the one
true God, who saved Noah because of his righteousness.

CLOSURE

Have each student write a
paragraph describing the Flood as
a type of Baptism.

HOMEWORK
ASSIGNMENT

1 Study Questions 9-13 (p.83)
[ Workbook Questions 14-24
[ Practical Exercise 3 (p.83)

[J Read “The Curse on Canaan”
through “The Real Tower of
Babel” (pp. 76-80)

ALTERNATIVE
ASSESSMENT

Have each student free write
for five minutes comparing the
story of the flood in the Epic of
Gilgamesh with the biblical Flood.
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Ham and His
Arrogant Children
(pp.76-80)

OBJECTIVES
[ The sin of Ham

(3 The origin of the enemies of
Israel

3 The aim of the Tower of Babel

BASIC QUESTIONS

I3 What was the sin of Ham?

[ What is the origin of all the
enemies of Israel?

[J What was the aim of those who
organized the Tower of Babel?

KEY IDEAS

[ Ham's sin of disrespect toward
his father, Noah, brought a
curse on his son, Canaan.

[ All the enemies of Israel are
descendants of Ham.

[ By undertaking the Tower of
Babel, the Hamites usurped the
covenant authority of Shem.

ANTICIPATORY SET

Read aloud the Catechism,
no.2259 (p.84), and then lead
a class discussion using the
following questions:

13 Is man the enemy of man?

13 Are anger and envy the most
powerful motivators of evil?

GUIDED EXERCISE

Conduct a think/pair/share
using the following question:
[ How was Original Sin
manifested in Noah and Ham?
Noah got drunk and fell asleep in
his tent. Ham showed disrespect
0 Noah by looking at his naked
father and then telling his
brothers about Noah's condition.

rly World

Understanding the Scriptures

The Curse On Canaan

© Sin was not washed away by the Flood.
© Ham's sin brought a curse on his son Canaan, ancestor of the Canaanites.

Once the flood waters receded. Noah and his family had to start from the beginning. They had
to find food for themselves and their animals. Noah became a farmer, and one of his crops was
grape vines. At harvest time, he made wine from the juice of the grapes. In Geness 9:20-27, we read
the result of Noah's drunken celebration:
“Noah was the first tiller of the soil. He planted a vineyard: and he drank of the wine, and became
drunk, and lay uncovered in his tent. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father
and told his two brothers outside.10
“Then Shem and Japheth took a garment. laid it upon both their shoulders, and walked backward
and covered the nakedness of their father; their faces were turned away. and they did not see their
father's nakedness. When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his youngest son had done to
him, he said:

“Cursed be Canaan;

a slave of slaves shall he be to his brothers.”
He also said, “Blessed by the Lorp my God be Shem;
and let Canaan be his slave.”11

In spite of the universal Flood, sin was not destroyed in the world. Noah and his sons were all
descendants of Adam; they carried Original Sin with them. Ham's disrespect undermined his father's
authority at a time when his was the only authority.
His sin eamed a curse on his descendants—in
particular on Canaan, regarded as the father of the
Canaanites, hated enemies of Istael.
Noah therefore gave his blessing to Shem—one of
two cases In Genesis where the firstborn son didn't
succumb to pride and end up being passed over in
favor of his younger brother. (The other case would
be Abraham)
The role of the firstborn is always very important
in a patriarchal society. When the family is the main
unit of society and the father is the leader of the
family, what happens when the father dies? Human
mortality would create a crisis of leadership in every
generation. The firstborn is the natural mediator
between the father and the rest of the children—the
one who teaches the others what the father's rules
are. When the father dies. he is in a natural position
to be the leader of the family

But God chooses his servants according to his wisdom, not according to our rules. One of the
recurring themes in Genesis was the preference for a younger son as heir instead of the firstborn.
It started right at the beginning, when Seth becomes Adam's heir instead of Cain. That is why Shem
and Abraham stand out: they are the only two firstborn sons in Genesis who fit the “usual” pattern.
Shem's family would be the foundation of the People of God. Remember that the word “shem”
means “name” in Hebrew.

‘Above: The Drunkenness of Noah by Giovani Belin, ca. 1515

FOCUS QUESTIONS

[ What is the role of the firstborn son in a patriarchal society?

The firstborn son is the natural mediator between the father and the rest of the
children, the one who teaches the others the father’s rules. Upon the death of the
father, he is in a natural position to lead the family.

[ What is the usual biblical pattern with respect to firstborn sons as leaders?
Because God chooses his servants based on his own and not human considerations,
the biblical pattern is to choose younger brothers, for example, Seth as Adam’s heir
instead of Cain.

[ Compared to the rest of Genesis, what is unusual about Shem and Abraham?
They are firstborn sons in the Book of Genesis who follow the usual human pattern of
leading their families upon the death of their respective fathers.




~Japheth—
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Magog
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Tubal
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Tiras

Cush

Mizraim —
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Asshur
Arphaxad —
Lud
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Ashkenaz
Riphath
Togaramah

Elishah
Tarshish
Kittian
Dovanim

Seba
Hayalah
Sabtah

Raamah

Sabtechah
Nimroo

Ludim

Anamim

Lehabim
Naphtubian
Pathrusion
Casluhim (Philistin)
Caphtorim

sivon
Heth
Jebusite
Amorite
Girgasite
Hivite
Arkate
Sinite
Arvapite
Zemarate
Hamathite

Shalah == Eber

Sheba
Devan

Ashur

TABLE OF NATIONS according to Genesis 10

Adescendant of Ham, King Naram-Sin,
fourt King ofthe Semite dynasty of
A and grandson of Sargon, clmbs:
‘amountain 1o pay homage o the
Adadian sun god. The Victory Stele of
Naran-Sincommemorates s victory
over the mountain psople, the Lulub,
Mesopotami, ca. 2230 BC, ink
sandstone, 67" al

Almodad
Sheleph
Hazarmaveth
Jerah

Peleg | Uzal
Joktan—{ Oiklah

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

The Curse on Canaan
and the Arrogance
of the Children of Ham

The effects of Original Sin are
passed on by human generation.
Though Noah was a good man, he
was not free from the inclination
to sin (concupiscence), which

is an effect of Original Sin. The
same was true of his children; for
example, Ham sinned by showing
disrespect to the authority of

his father. Though it has been
said many times, it is always and
everywhere necessary to stress
the importance of the Fourth
Commandment and to recognize
God is the origin of all authority.

The genealogies in the Book

of Genesis affirm the spread

of Noah's descendants across
the earth. As in the time of
Abraham, having a great number
of descendants was considered a
divine blessing.

The story of the Tower of Babel is
related directly to events that took
place in Mesopotamia. The story is
not told primarily to indicate the
origin of languages, although many
have drawn that conclusion. Some
have suggested it is fundamentally
about the pride of human beings
who try to make names for
themselves apart from God's will.
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GUIDED EXERCISE

Have each student read silently
the Catechism, no.57 (p.78), and
then lead a class discussion using
the following questions:

[ Why did people want to unite
at Babel?

[ How does God want the unity
of people to come about?

[ What does it mean to say “the
idolatry of the nation and of its
rulers"?

[ To what extent is making gods
of one’s country and its rulers
the story of the twentieth
century?

The Early World

Understanding the Scriptures

The Arrogance or the Childbren or Ham

o All the Israelites’ enemies were said to be descendants of Ham.
© By building the Tower of Babel, the Hamites were again trying to usurp
the authority of Shem.

he section that follows (Chapter 10 of Genesis) is what Bible scholars cal the “Table of Nations.”
because it tells which nations came from each of Noah's sons. The most interesting list is the
descendants of Ham. Egypt, Canaan. Philistia, Assyria, and Babylon all come from Ham's line. In
other words, all the nations that were the enemies of the Israelites are descendants of the wicked
Ham. The people of Israel would see this list as a rogues’ gallery of evil oppressors.
On the other hand, the descendants of Shem would be the ancestors of the People of God. His
great-grandson, Eber, gave his name to the Hebrews.

N = mm  After the genealogies comes another of
| the most famous stories in Genesis—the
story of the Tower of Babel. The descen-
dants of Ham who settled in the Plain of
Shinar (ancient Mesopotamia, which is
modern Iraq) decided to make a name
for themselves. “Come, let us build our-
selves a city, and a tower with its top in
the heavens, and let us make a name for
ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad
upon the face of the whole earth"12
Again, that word “name” in Hebrew is
“shem.” The Hamites were saying they
intend to make a “shem” for themselves,
In other words, they were rebelling against
the covenant authority of Shem. the
firstbor son of Noah. The towerbuilders
thought they can reach Heaven by them-
3 selves, without following God's way.
Of course, God intervened to put a stop to their scheme. God had swom a covenant oath never to
destroy the world by a flood again. Instead, he confused their language.
Before this time, the Bible tells us, all people had spoken the same language. But suddenly they
could not understand each other. They had to give up the project. The city they had started to build,
however, remained. It would be known as Babel or Babylon, and it would become the symbol of
everything that was evil and decadent.
This state of division into many nations is at once cosmic, social, and religious. It is intended
to limit the pride of fallen humanity (cf. Acts 17:26-27). united only in its perverse ambition
to forge its own unity as at Babel (cf. Wis 10:5; Gn 11:4-6). But, because of sin, both
polytheism and the idolatry of the nation and of its rulers constantly threaten this provi:
sional economy with the perversion of paganism (cf. Rom 1:18-25). (CCC 57)

Meanwhile, the people of Shem went on worshiping God properly. Finally, after a few more
generations, we come to one of the central figures of the Old Testament. His name was Abram, and
through him God was about to perform the impossible.

Above: The Tower o Babel by Pieter Bruegel

FOCUS QUESTIONS

[ What is the Table of Nations?
Biblical scholars have given this name to the genealogies of the peoples that sprang
from each of Noah's sons. It is found in Chapter 10 of the Book of Genesis.

[ What does it mean to make a name for oneself?
The Hebrew word for name is shem, which is the name Noah gave his firstborn son. To
make a name for oneself means to rebel against the covenant authority of Shem.

[ What did Babylon symbolize for the Israelites?

Babylon lized everything evil and d




GUIDED EXERCISE

#h€ Real Tower of Babel Have each student read silently

st impressive thing in any Mesopotamian city would have been its ziggurat, a huge the selection from Dei Verbum
Seid-like structure with a temple on top. about the Old Testament (p.81),
W meiogists tell us that these temple-mounds were more than high buildings. They were and then lead a class discussion

\Ssstations of the mountains where the gods were believed to live. The ziggurat was an artificial 2
‘S of the gods. By building the ziggurats, the Mesopotamians thought they were literally reaching to apply it to the content of this
S

chapter.

s e sggurats were soimportant
% e seigion that, in Mesopotamian
gy, the cities and their ziggurats
St Before human beings were
—

Wy scholars believe that the

Wy o the Tower of Babel refers

% B huge ziggurat that was built

W Batyion. Like the Hamites in the.
‘W o Babel, the people who built
W sgurats thought they could
S & tower to Heaven

The zigguratof Urin southern
Irag dates 102100 B0,

FOCUS QUESTIONS

J What is a ziggurat?
It is an artificial mountain representing the place the gods were thought to live.
1 What did Mesopotamian mythology posit about the ziggurats?
They existed before human beings were created.
1 What is the likely relationship between the Tower of Babel and the Babylonian
ziggurat?
Many scholars believe they are one in the same.
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CLOSURE

Have each student free write for
a few minutes about why it makes
sense for the descendants of

Ham to have been enemies of the
descendants of Shem.

The descendants of Ham would
have resented the curse of their
ancestor. They also suffered
from the natural effects of having
wicked forebears. Later, the
Canaanites would be enemies of
Hebrews because they were living
inthe land God had promised to
the descendants of Shem.

HOMEWORK
ASSIGNMENT

3 Study Questions 14-19 (p.83)
I3 Workbook Questions 25-34

ALTERNATIVE
ASSESSMENT

Building the Tower of Babel

was possible because of the
development of technology.,
namely, fired bricks and bitumen
mortar.

Have each student work with a
partner to brainstorm examples
of the use of other technologies
for wicked purposes.

Briefly share responses.
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Scriptures

nohg e wppellucse  wicua dée o nolg oo
. I i

Bxcancae foci
e
solise i aibi bore wibardly rrmm

[ G waited avother seven days, and again hiesent forth the deve aut of the ar;
[ and the dove came Back t fim i the evening, and &, i e mouth a frashly plicked”
alive aaf; so fiaf fiew that the waters fad subsided fram the earth. "
(Gr8: 10-11)
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