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Man’s Vocation
from the Beginning

(Pp.2-6)

LESSON OBJECTIVES

[ The Church as present in
creation from the beginning

[ God'’s creative act
[J Man’s vocation

BASIC QUESTIONS

(1 Why do we go back to God's
creative act to understand the
Church?

[J What does the creation account
in Genesis tell us about creation
and man’s place in it?

[d What is man’s original vocation
in relationship to God?

KEY IDEAS

(1 Because God had the Church
in mind from all eternity
and gradually unfolded her
meaning, it is necessary to
study God’s plan for creation
from the beginning.

[ God created the universe as a
perfect work with man as its
pinnacle, creating him in God’s
own image.

[ Man'’s primeval vocation is
communion with God in a filial
relationship.

FOCUS QUESTIONS

[ What are some of the names of the Church?
The Family of God, the People of God, the Mystical Body of Christ, the Kingdom of
Heaven, the Temple of the Holy Spirit, the Bride of Christ, and the Sacrament of
Salvation.

[d What makes the Church entirely Christ-centered?
Apart from her communion in Christ and her intimate sharing in the Divine Life of the
Blessed Trinity, the Church has no life.

[ What are the two natures of the Church?

The Church is a divine institution as the Mystical Body of Christ. She is also a human
institution, incorporating men into herself through Baptism.

ANTICIPATORY SET

Have the students work with a
partner to identify some of the
seemingly extraordinary claims
that Christians make for the
Church, based on CCC 760.

¢ God created the world for the
sake of the Church.

* The Church is the goal of all things.

*The Church is the salvation of all
men.




FOCUS QUESTIONS

[1J How did God bring creation
into being?
By the power of his Word.

(1 In Sacred Scripture, what
does the number three
connote?

Perfection or completeness.

[d Why does the creation story
divide the act of creation
into two corresponding
three-day periods?

It is a way of saying that the
act of creation was complete
and perfect.

(1 What forms are created on
the first three days?
(1) day and night, (2) sky
and sea, and (3) dry land and
plants.

[ What rules over day and
night?
The sun and moon.

[d What rules over sky and
sea?
Birds and fish.

(1 What rules over dry land and
plants?
Animals and man.

(1 What rules over everything
in creation?
Man.

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

story in Genesis.

Have the students complete the following table to better see the structure of the creation

life to plants

Day Creation of Forms Day Creation of Life to Rule over Forms
1 Created light and 4 Created the sun and moon to rule
separated day and night over the day and night
2 Separated the waters, 5 Created birds and fish to rule over
creating sky and sea the sky and sea
3 Created dry land and gave 6 Created animals and man to rule over

the dry land and plants
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FOCUS QUESTIONS
(4 According to CCC 1, why did God create man?

To make him share in God’s own blessed life.

(1 What does “image and likeness” mean when it is used in relation to Seth?
Seth received his nature from Adam his father.

[ What does this tell us “image and likeness” means in relation to Adam?

Adam received his nature from God. Unlike the rest of creation, Adam was a beloved
son of the Father.

GUIDED EXERCISE

Have the students work with a

partner to create a bullet-point
list of ideas that “created in the
image of God” means.

*The ability to understand, to
make choices, and to love.

e Intimate friendship with God.
e Created for God.

*Fundamental orientation to
God, which is the basis of human
dignity and of the inalienable
rights of the human person.

*Non-subservience to any worldly
system or finality.

* Sovereignty within the cosmos,
capacity for social existence, and
knowledge and love of the Creator.

CLOSURE

Have the students write a
paragraph explaining how man is
the pinnacle of God’s creative act,
according to Genesis.

HOMEWORK
ASSIGNMENT

[ Study Questions 1-4 (p.32)
[d Workbook Questions 1-7, 28

[ Read “God Prepares His People
for the Church” through “A Plan
for Restoration” (pp.6-10)

ALTERNATIVE
ASSESSMENT

Have the students choose one of
the bullet-points from the guided
exercise (p.5) on man'’s creation in
the image of God and free write
for a few minutes on it, going
deeper into the meaning of that
idea.

Briefly share results.






