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The Meaning Ul
of the Kingdom : 2

esus taught us about our relation with God and
proclaimed the Kingdom of God. We are called to spread
the Gospel by living the values of the Kingdom of God.

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:3

Jesus compared

into the sea and
to a farmer who
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The Kingdom of God

In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray,
“Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven.” God’s Kingdom
is his Reign of peace, justice, and love.
Jesus began the Kingdom here on earth
by coming into the world. We prepare for
the coming of the Kingdom of God when
we treat others with love, compassion,
and mercy as Jesus taught us to do.

Activity

An American woman once wrote to Mother Teresa
to ask if she could come to Calcutta, India, to join
the Missionaries of Charity and serve the poor and

suffering. In response, Mother Teresa said that the Do one of the following.

woman should stay in the United States and serve 1. Have the members of your family decide on an
thelpaoriand suffering|there. activity to do together to serve the community
By being kind and loving to those around us, we in which you live.

prepare for the coming of God'’s Kingdom. Look 2. As a family, pray for the fulfillment of God’s
around your home, school, or community, find your Kingdom and for God to show each member of
own Calcutta, and get to work. your family how they are being called to serve.

#
Quotable '
Scripture ;
“This is the time of
fulfillment. The kingdom
of Grod is at hand. Repent,

and believe in the gospel”
—Mark 1:15

Simeon of Syria (390-459) was the
first stylite, an extremely religious
person who lived on top of tall,
narrow pillars. His preaching from
pillars, as high as sixty-six feet,
converted many to follow Christ.

i
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Tn the Time of Jesus : '
The Kingdom Parables The parables about the Kingdom of

Heaven (Kingdom of God) in Matthew’s Gospel teach us that faith is
interactive. We must be open to faith; we must respond rather than be

passive. We must put faith into action in our daily lives. Although God

brings about his Kingdom, he invites our own cooperation to prepare the
way for the coming of the Kingdom. Failing to live by the values of God's
Kingdom is failing to understand the meaning of Jesus’ parables and the

nature of the Kingdom.
Read Jesus’ parables about the Kingdom of Heaven in Matthew 13.

On Sunday

or famine.

On the Web

blestarewe.com

During the Prayer of the
Faithful, pray for people
throughout the world who
are victims of war, poverty,

el Visit our Web site for

\ the saint of the day

é and the reflection
question of the week.
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WEESLY PLANNER

Saint of the Week

‘ Saint Damien

Molokai (1820-1889)
Joseph de Veuster joined the
Fathers of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus and Mary and took the
name Damien. As a priest he
served lepers in Molokai, Hawaii.
He eventually contracted the
disease and faithfully served the
lepers until his death.
Patron Saint of: HIV and AIDS

patients

Feast Day: April 15

Lord, help us use our
gifts and talents to serve
others in a spirit of char-
ity. Through our actions,
may we show your love
to others and do the
work of your Kingdom
here on earth. Amen.

L
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5 The Kingdom of God
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g& ) % “You shall love your neighber as yourself.”
o Matthew 22:39
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Share

People in many countries face poverty, sickness,
and war. In the news, we often hear about people
who respond quickly to the needs of others and
take a stand against injustice. We hear about
organizations that send money, supplies, and volun-
teers to assist people who are suffering. Through
such volunteer efforts, people are making a differ-
ence in creating a just and peaceful world.

Activity

In the box below, list some of the injustices that exist in our society.
Then select one of the injustices you listed, and write a change that
could be made to help create a more just society.
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What does
Jesus teach us
about God's
Kingdom?




Hear & Believe
n Scripture Parables of the Kingdom

4 parable is wstory that teaches o moral or re
Jesus often spoke in parables to help p

ings. In order to pass ow Jesus’ wess y
some of Jesus’ greatest parables. Sowme of
, ] p /, 1wt 2

s us of the
b L

Throughout his ministry, Jesus told parables The Kingdom of Heaven is like a tiny mustard
to help people better understand his teachings. seed. It eventually grows into a large bush and the
Parables often use everyday events and objects, birds make it their home.
especially from nature, to explain important truths. 5 e 1
In the following parables, found in Matthew’s ’_l‘he.ngdnm AL tr.easure 5

i % buried in a field. When a person finds it, they hide
Gospel, Jesus describes the Kingdom of Heaven, B . i "
orthe S e ] it again. Out of joy they sell everything else they
r the EEHs ] have and buy that field.

The Kingdom of Heaven may be likened to a
man who sowed good seed in his field. While
everyone was asleep, his enemy came and sowed
weeds all through the wheat, and then went off.
When the crop grew and bore fruit, the weeds
appeared as well.

The slaves asked, “Master, do you want us to
go and pull up the weeds?”

He replied, “No, if you pull up the weeds you
might uproot the wheat also. Let the weeds and
wheat grow together until harvest. At harvest time
1 will say to the harvesters, ‘First collect the weeds
and tie them in bundles for burning. Then gather
the wheat and put it in my barn.”

He who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the
field is the world, the good seed the children of the
kingdom. The weeds are the children of the evil
one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil.
The harvest is the end of the age, and the
harvesters are angels.

The Kingdom of Heaven is also like a net
fishermen throw into the sea. Fish of every kind
get caught in the net. When fishermen pull it onto
the shore, they put the good fish into buckets a
throw away the bad fish.

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant
searching for fine pearls. When he finds a pearl of
great price, he goes and sells all that he has and
buys it.

Based on Matthew 13:24-30, 37-39, 4748, 31-32, 45-46

920
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God’s Plan for His Kingdom

The Kingdom of God, or Heaven, is God's reign
of peace, justice, and love. Jesus announced the
Kingdom of God. The Church is the beginning of
God’s Kingdom. We continue Jesus’ work by follow-
ing his example, and God'’s Kingdom grows within
us like a tiny mustard seed.

Only at the end of time will the Kingdom of God
be fully realized. Jesus Christ will judge how well we
have served God and others. The angels, spiritual
creatures who glorify and serve God, will separate
the good from the bad. Those who follow Christ
will enjoy everlasting happiness. The parable about
the weeds among the wheat illustrates how Jesus
will gather his followers into his Kingdom.

The Church, a Sign of God'’s Kingdom

The Church is a sign of God’s Kingdom. Christ,
the head of the Church, teaches us to reach out to all
people, especially those who are poor or suffering.

He showed us how to prepare for the coming of
the Kingdom by treating others with love, compas-
sion, and mercy. He admonishes us to not allow

the “anxieties and riches and pleasures of life”
(Luke 8:14) to lead us away from God.

As members of the Church, the Body of Christ,
we are united to one another. Each member of the
Church has differences, yet we join together to work
for the Kingdom. We have the responsibility to use
our unique talents to bring about God's Kingdom of
justice and mercy. All Salvation comes from Christ
through the Church. God both willed and destined all
creatures for the good of humanity and God’s glory.

Peqcfeﬂ wjustice: BV E:.,
Activity

Jesus compared the Kingdom of Heaven to
things that were meaningful to his audience.
If Jesus preached at your school today, what
comparisons might he use?

b\\stid’o- OV E:-,
{Esﬂm ; .aaea&

% 8 )% SRRt RTTE

—_— - C——
Faith Words

parable A parable is a type of story that teaches a
moral or religious lesson. Parables often use every-
day events and objects to explain important truths.

Kingdom of God The Kingdom of God, or the
Kingdom of Heaven, is God's reign of peace,
]ustice and love, initiated on earth by lesus and

we work for
the Kingdom?

-
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Hear & Believe

Saint Damien of Molokai

God calls and gives each baptized person the
grace to build up the Church and to prepare for the
coming of the Kingdom of God. Father Damien—
Joseph De Veuster, a Belgian priest—lived the
values of the Kingdom—peace, justice, and love—
by volunteering to serve isolated victims of leprosy
in Hawaii.

Leprosy is a bacterial disease that causes open
sores and severely disfigures its victims. Highly
contagious, it was one of the most feared diseases
in the world in the 1870s.

Molokai is one of the Hawaiian Islands. In
Father Damien’s time, lepers of the Islands were
captured and sent away to live isolated in a leper
colony on a small peninsula on Molokai. The
wretched conditions at the leper colony had driven
away other workers, but Father Damien volunteered
for the assignment, and was transferred to Molokai
in 1873. He ministered to the people of the colony,
treating them with compassion and dignity. In 1885,
Damien learned that he had contracted leprosy. He
continued to work among the lepers, ministering to
their needs and building clinics and churches, until
his death in 1889.

Father Damien is an example of living the values of
God’s Kingdom. He treated every person, even those
who were outcasts, with God’s unconditional love.
The Church declared Father Damien “Blessed” on
June 4, 1995. On October 11, 2009, Blessed Damien
was canonized, or named a saint, by Pope Benedict
XVI. The Church celebrates his feast day on May 10.

A (TOSTER LOOK

The Mustard Seed

The mustard seed is a very small seed. In Jesus’
time it may have been the smallest seed
known. In Palestine, one variety of mustard
seed could grow into a tree comparable to
the dogwood in size. The idea of the small,
insignificant mustard  seed
growing into a large tree was
a familiar image that Jesus
could use to explain the growth
of God’s Kingdom.

——6—©—

Our Church Teaches

Out of love, God created the universe. He keeps it
in existence through his Son, Jesus Christ, and the Holy
Spirit. God created all creatures to
share in his truth, goodness, and love.
As a sign of his love, God made an

all his descendants. Then he called

We Believe
bt Winn United in Christ, the
everlasting Lovenant with 01 ¢ e mbers of the Church

promises of his Covenant by sending Jesus Christ, who
saved us from sin. Always faithful to the Covenant,

God continues to guide and protect
us as we do the work of preparing for
the coming of the Kingdom.

We do the work of the Kingdom
through the Church, especially when

Abraham and made the Covenantwith  us€ their varied talents e care for the poor and the suffering.

him and his descendants. As a sign of
the Covenant, God revealed his Law
through Moses. God fulfilled the

922

to serve others,
particularly the poor
and the suffering.

By using our abilities to serve the
needs of others, we grow in faith and
live the joy of God's Kingdom.
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Activities

1. In Father Damien'’s time, lepers were excluded from society. What kinds of people in
our society are cut off from the community? Are there individuals or groups in your
school who are treated as outcasts? Write a short paragraph describing how you think
Jesus or Father Damien would treat these individuals or groups.

2, We carry out the work of preparing for the coming of the Kingdom by living the
Kingdom values of peace, love, and justice to all people. List the things you do in your
life that reflect the values of God’s Kingdom.

Who can teach
us to live the
values of God's
Kingdom?

ey
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Respond

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary

Throughout the Church'’s history, many people
have heeded Jesus' call to “Go, sell what you have,
. .. then come, follow me” (Mark 10:21) and have
given up their wealth and served the poor. One
such person is Saint Elizabeth of Hungary.

Saint Elizabeth, the daughter of the king of
Hungary, was born in 1207. Growing up in the
castle court, she was known for her kindness,
goodness, modesty, and generosity to the poor. Once,
when the land was ravished by a severe famine,
she took all her money and also emptied the
castle’s grain reserves and gave it to those people
who were suffering most severely in the famine.
Although the people in the court criticized her
severely for this generosity to the poor, her husband
defended her, saying, “Her charities will bring upon
us the divine blessings. We shall not want so long
as we let her relieve the poor as she does.”

Elizabeth devoted her life to relieving the poverty
of the people of Hungary. She was always guided
by the spirit and example of Saint Francis of Assisi.
After her husband died while fighting in the Crusades,
she left the court, gave up all of her possessions,
arranged for the care of her children, and joined
the Third Order of Saint Francis. In 1228 she built
a hospital at Marburg, in modern-day Germany, and
devoted herself to the care of the sick, poor, and
outcasts of society until her death in 1231.

Activities

1. How does Elizabeth of Hungary’s example describe ways that people treat one

another in the Kingdom of God?

2. Describe ways that people you know or have heard about have reflected God's

Kingdom.
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3. Explain how the Kingdom of God is like a treasure buried in a field.

4. Jesus announced and inaugurated God's Kingdom of peace, justice, and love
on earth. Name two or three situations in today’s world that show people
working toward the coming of the Kingdom.

5. What three activities can you do on a regular basis that will help
prepare for the coming of the Kingdom of God? How does each
one reflect the values of God’s Kingdom?

How can we ask
for God's help
in doing the
work of his

A Kingdom?

-




¥ Prayer Celebeation

A Prayer for the Kingdom

When we join together to promote justice, we become a powerful
force in doing the work of God’s Kingdom.

Group 1: Thank you, God our Father, for sending your
beloved Son to proclaim the good news of your
Kingdom. May we always receive Christ’s
message with loving hearts.

Groups 1 and 2: May your seed of love and unity grow in our
hearts and transform the lives of those around
us. Help us make a difference so that through
us others may know your love.

Groups 1, 2, and 3: Guide us in doing the work of your Kingdom
here on earth. Help us be aware of the needs
of the poor and the suffering, the young and
the elderly. May we use the talents with which
you have blessed us to bring your joy and love
to others. We pray with joy and hope for the
fulfillment of your Kingdom. Amen.
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o Complete the sentences with words from fulfillment

the box. truths
: s : 4 unconditional
1. Standing against injustice and assisting the suffering are some
parable
ways that we can create a and peaceful charity
world. Kingdom of God
just
2, Saint Elizabeth of Hungary helped prepare for the coming of
the Kingdom of Godbyher ___ to the sick, poor, and outcasts.

3. Father Damien of Molokai saw the value in treating all people with God's

love.

4 A isastory that teaches a moral or religious lesson. It often

uses everyday events or objects to explain important " =
5.The___ isGod’s reign of peace, justice, and love, initiated on

earth by Jesus and reaching perfect at the end of time.
Respond to the following.

1. Name three ways young people today can help create a more just and peaceful
world in their own communities.

2. When you pray to “do the work of the Kingdom,” what are some of the things
you are asking for?

ﬂ blestarewe.com Chapter Review 97



e Circle the letter of the best answer.

1. In the Parable of the Weeds and the
Wheat, the good seed represents
a. the Bible
b. the children of the Kingdom
c. Jesus’ Resurrection
d

. forgiveness

2. Jesus used the image of the to
explain the growth of God's Kingdom.
a. loaves and fishes

b. unforgiving servant
c. lost sheep
d. mustard seed

w

. In his parables, Jesus uses a buried
treasure and a priceless pearl to
represent
a. the faith of his followers
b. the wisdom of the Bible
c. the Kingdom of Heaven
d. the glory of the angels

Q Explain how the Church does the work of the Kingdom and how

you participate in that work.

4. Father Damien of Molokai ministered
to people who were 3
a. homeless because of a tidal wave
b. victims of leprosy
<. orphans because of war
d. in prison for stealing food

5. We do the work of the Kingdom
through the Church especially when
we

a. attend Mass every Sunday
care for the poor and suffering

c. go to school

d. read the Bible

Chapter Review
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