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God Forms a Family of Faith

Goals

The students will understand how God’s plan of salvation unfolded in the lives of the patriarchs.

They will become more aware of God'’s goodness and deepen their trust in God.

6 Abraham Is Our Father in Faith
The students learn that Abraham, a man
of great faith and deep trust in God,
responded to God’s call with wholehearted
generosity and prompt obedience. They
are encouraged to respond to God's calls as
Abraham did, thus giving witness to their
faith. Learning about God’s covenant with
Abraham, they are led to renew their own
baptismal covenant. They explore ways
of expressing their faith through prayer,
sacrifice, and service.

~

Jacob Is Chosen by God

The students become acquainted with the
story of Jacob, and they learn that they, too,
have been chosen by God at baptism, when
they received God'’s blessing and God called
them by name. They realize that they, like
Jacob, have received a mission: to continue
the life and work of Jesus as Christians
wherever they are.

8 The Israelites Journey to Egypt
The students trace the events in the life of
Joseph, the son of Jacob (Israel), and learn
how God brings good out of situations
that seem hopeless. They see how God's
providence nourishes hope and encourages
the people of God to look beyond the trials
of the present to the glory that is to come.
The students also explore the concept of
Christ’s prefigurement in Old Testament
people and events.

9 Unit 2 Review
The students review what they have learned
about the formation of the people of God
and their trust in divine providence. They
respond with praise in a celebration that
combines ritual and prayer.

T55



Faith Focus
Abraham made a covenant of faith with the one true God.

Reflecting on the Faith Experience

Take a few moments to reflect prayerfully before preparing the lesson.

Listening

Go forth from the land of your
kinsfolk and from your father’s
house to a land that I will
show you.

I will make of you a great
nation,
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
so that you will be a blessing.
Genesis 12:1-2

Reflecting

God’s call comes to each of us
throughout our lives in many
different ways. Each call is an
election and a promise: an election
to a particular work in God’s plan
of salvation, and a promise of
divine help and blessing if we have
faith in God and respond trustingly.
God awaits our response, for
though God is the Lord, the events
of history depend upon people’s
response to God's call.

Abraham is a model of fidelity

to God’s call. He unhesitatingly
left his home, his friends, and

his attachments to travel to an
unknown land of strange people—
all this in a generous response of
faith in God and trust in God’s
word. With the same unstinting
generosity, he was willing to offer
the greatest sacrifice, the life of his
only son, because he thought God
asked it of him. God rewarded
Abraham’s faith and love in many
ways, but especially by renewing
the covenant with him. God
promised again that through his
descendants “all nations would

be blessed.”

T56 uNiT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

As Christians we also have
received a special call—a call to
holiness, to sanctity.

This is the will of God,
your holiness.
1 Thessalonians 4:3

Through God'’s grace, received

in Baptism, we have been made
the new people of God and have
entered into a covenant with him.
We have been sanctified; however,
we are called to give witness to
that sanctification and bring it to
perfection in our lives. Just as God
encouraged Abraham to do his
will, so God encourages us through
words to Isaiah:

Fear not, for I have redeemed
you;
Thave called you by name:
you are mine.
When you pass through
the water, I will be
withyou. ..
When you walk through
fire .
the flames shall not
consume you.
For I am the Lorp, your God,
... your savior.
Isaiah 43:1-3

Am I now responding fully to a
particular call from God?

Responding

Heavenly Father, give my students
the grace to respond to your call as
Abraham did.

Scripture for Further Reflection

Genesis 12, 17,21-22
Abraham responded to God's
call, leaving behind the
security of his possessions
and his homeland in order
to experience the wonder

of God’s life-giving love.
When Abraham thought that
God wanted the sacrifice of
his son, he responded with
prompt obedience and
loving generosity.

Leviticus 26:1-13 God promises.
to bless those who obey his law.
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Preparing for the Faith Experience

Scripture in This Chapter

Genesis 12, 15, 17,22 Abraham
responds to God’s call.

Psalm 89:1-2,15-16,19,28 God's
faithfulness

James 2:14-24 Saint James speaks
about faith.

Catholic Social Teaching

¢ Family and Community
* Rights and Responsibilities
¢ Life and Dignity

Church Documents

Catechism of the Catholic Church.
The themes of this chapter
correspond to the following
paragraphs: 59-60, 144-146, 166,
762, 1080, 2100.

Before You Begin

1. The Jewish faith has its origin
in Abraham. God identified
himself to Moses as the God
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Through God's self-revelation,
Abram the shepherd became
Abraham, “Father of Many
Nations.”

N

. A covenant is a sacred
relationship—a kinship—that
God invites us to enter into.
Unlike a modern-day contract,
which is a legal agreement
between equals, our covenant
with God is an expression of
our total dependency on him.
However, the covenant is not a
matter of God’s imposing his
will upon us; rather, it is an act
of grace. God alone is capable

National Directory for Catechesis #51.
Children should be taught respect
for the continuing existence of
God’s Covenant with the Jewish
people and their faithful response
to God’s call.

Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church #39-#42 (Vatican II).

God calls everyone to holiness

of life and gives each person all
that he or she needs to be able to
answer that call with devotion and
generosity.

The Jewish People and Their Sacred
Scriptures in the Christian Bible #28
(Pontifical Biblical Commission). In
choosing Abraham, God revealed
his plan for blessing all the people
on earth.

Prayer at the Western Wall in
Jerusalem (John Paul II). Since
God chose Abraham to bring his

of perfect faithfulness to the
covenant. We can remain

faithful to the covenant only
through God'’s help. Likewise,
despite our unfaithfulness,
God'’s mercy continually invites
us to return to the relationship
he has established and to live
by the law of love, in order that
we may reap the benefits of the
covenant—eternal life.

b

Explain to the students that
because the events they will
be studying took place about
4,000 years ago and in foreign
countries, they may find the
customs and ways of thinking
strange. They may discover,
however, that they identify
with the Israelites, who
struggled with many of the
same questions we face today.

name to the nations of the world,
we should commit ourselves to
genuine brotherhood with Jews,
the people of the Covenant.

Music in This Chapter

For a list of all the music suggested
in this program, see page T405.

Enriching the
Faith Experience

Use the activities at the end of
the chapter to enrich a lesson or
to replace an activity with one
that better meets the needs of
your class.

4. You may wish to send home
with the students copies of
BLM 18A-B. These are parent
pages about the study of Unit 2.

[

. We tend to associate obedience
with a robotlike submission to
someone who issues random
orders. The word obedient
actually comes from a Latin
word that means “to hear or to
listen to.” In the Old Testament,
God called his people to listen
to his loving voice and to be
faithful—obedient—to the
Covenant. In the New
Testament, Jesus’ whole life
was one of obedience to the
will of his Father. Saint Paul
tells us in his Letter to the
Philippians that Jesus
“humbled himself, becoming
obedient to death, even death
ona cross.” (Philippians 2:8)

Abraham Is Our Father in Faith CHAPTER6  T57



Get-Ready Guide

Steps Learning Outcomes Action Plan Materials
The students will be able to
Centering + explain how the previous Pages 37-38 Bibles
=0 lesson relates to this one. + Do the trust walk demonstration. (T59) Journey logs
Tinttes + Review the previous lesson. Blindfold
+ Read and discuss God Forms a Family
TagE of Faith.
Sharing + retell the story of Abraham'’s Page 39 Song for Sharing #6, such
call and God’s covenant + Read and discuss God's Call and as “Yaweh, the Faithful
40_—55t @ with him. AbrarySResponse: Oneéfzm I*f;it}:r tsnw
minutes ¢ nor Gold or “Be No
pi=la thavetieleh Page 40 Afraid” from Earthen
Pages 39-44 Baptism we have entered s ek ity Me s Searen e
o God’ covenant. ption: Complete the activity Map Search. : a
tion: Pt d
+ explain that God asks for Page 41 Obt:; (f;zslh:r?:g "e 5):
the sacrifice of our wills. + Read and discuss God’s Covenant with i
[T
+ define the Words to Know. bt B G WEITSE ;
Abraham Page 42 T
covenant 4 Read and discuss Our Covenant with God
sacrifice and A Moment with Jesus.
See the Glossary for definitions. | 4 Option: Complete the activity Keeping
the Covenant.
Page 43
4+ Option: Discuss experiences of trust. (T64)
+ Read and discuss A Challenge to Abraham'’s
Faith and A Story of Trust.
+ Option: Discuss the sacrifice of will. (T64)
Page 44
+ Perform the skit Abraham’s Sacrifice.
+ Option: Complete the puzzle on the board.
Acting + examine their consciences. Pages 45-46 Option: BLM 19
5.10 + Option: BLM 19 Option: BLM 22 Quiz
bl Q}) + Option: Complete the Summary and
Review activities.
Fagesionto + Option: Complete the Chapter Quiz.
4+ Prayer

Additional Background

Canaan—land located between Syria and Egypt that
God promised to the descendants of Abraham

Chaldea—land through which Abraham journeyed
when God told him to move from Ur to Haran

Chosen People—the descendants of Abraham

Euphrates—river that flows through the Fertile Crescent

Haran—city to which Abraham

Islam—one of the three religion:

moved from Ur

s, along with Judaism

and Christianity, that profess belief in one God

Palestine—the land of Canaan given to Abraham’s
descendants by God; the Holy Land

Tigris—river that flows through the Fertile Crescent

which Abraham moved early in

Fertile Crescent—area of rich soil located between the

Tigris and Euphrates rivers

T58 uNIT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

Ur—city located in Chaldea (present day Iraq) from

life
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Centering

1. Ask for a volunteer to take a

“trust walk.”

+ 1 would like someone to take
a walk with me. You will be
blindfolded, but | promise |
will lead you carefully and
make sure no harm comes to
you. You will have to believe
what | say and trust that | will
keep my promises.

+

Blindfold the student and gently
turn him or her around two or
three times. Lead the student
around the room. Then remove
the blindfold and ask the student
how he or she felt during the walk,
whether he or she felt afraid, and
why or why not. Emphasize how

important it was for the blindfolded

person to believe and trust.

Explain to the students how
this lesson relates to what
they learned about in the
previous unit.

You have learned that God
promised to have mercy on the
human race after the first sin.
Today you will meet the person
who began the fulfillment of this
promise. His entire life was like a
trust walk.

3. Invite a volunteer to read aloud

the title of Unit 2 and the
Scripture quote on page 37.

4. Invite volunteers to read aloud
God Forms a Family of Faith

on page 38.

God Forms a Family of Faith

IN THIS UNIT, you will be learning about how God formed his

family of faith, beginning with Abraham.

Abraham Is Our Father in Faith
Abraham was a man of great faith who
trusted in God. When God called Abraham
to leave his homeland, Abraham responded
with a generous and obedient heart. Like
Abraham, you are being called by God. You

ods covenant
think about your own baptismal covenant with
God. Throughout this unit, you will explore
ways of expressing your faith through prayer,
sacrifice, and service to others.

Jacob Is Chosen by God
Isaac, Abrahams son, had two
sons: Jacob and Esau. You will
read about the story of Jacob.
Just as Jacob received God's
blessing, you received God's
blessing at Baptism. Like Jacob,
you have received a mission: to
continue the life and work of
Jesus wherever you go.

UNIT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

The Israelites
Journey to Egypt
You will trace the events in the lfe of Jacobs
son Joseph and learn how God brings about
good in situations that seem hopeless. We call
this Gods providence. You will learn how
Godss providence helps us to be hopeful and
encourages us to look beyond the difficulties of
the present. You will also learn how Christians
have come to see people and events in the Old
Testament as hints of the salvation that we find
in Jesus Christ.

Abraham Is Our Father in Faith cHAPTER6 T59



Sharing

1. Have the students read
independently and discuss
God’s Call and Abram’s
Response on page 39.

+ Read the first paragraph. [Pause]
Why do you think the ancient
people worshiped the forces of
nature? (Possible answers: Nature
is powerful, as a god should be.

The ancient people did not see how
the forces of nature worked, so they
thought these forces were
controlled by unseen gods.)

+

Why didn’t these people know
the one true God? (God wasn't yet
fully revealed to them.)

4

Read the rest of the section.
What did God ask Abram to do?
(leave his father's home and his
country and travel to Canaan)
Until this time, Abram didn’t
know much about God, who was
just beginning to reveal himself.

+

+

In those days, moving was not
easy. For Abram, it meant
traveling with his whole
household, which included
relatives, servants, and the
families of those who traveled
with him. It meant moving flocks
of animals, household goods,
clothes, and weapons. There were
no moving vans, no maps, and no
roads as we know them. Moving
was difficult and dangerous. Also,
Abram was no longer a young
man. How old was Abram?
(seventy-five)

+

Why did Abram’s move require
faith? (Possible answers: He didn't
know the land to which God
directed him or the people who
lived there. The journey would be
long and difficult)

What would his spiritual journey
lead him to? (a deeper and clearer
faith in the one true God)

+

T60 uniT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

Abraham Is Our
Father in Faith

God's Call and Abram’s Response

based on Genesis 12

Have you ever been in awe of the power of the
sea, the beauty of sunlight, or the strength of
the wind? Many centuries before the coming
of Christ, people wondered about these
things. Nature impressed them greatly. Each
element was a mystery to them. Many people
worshiped the forces of nature as their gods.
They offered prayers and sacrifices to these
gods. They did not know the one true God.
Faith is a supernatural gift of God that helps
people to believe in him.

In those times lived a man named Abram.
God chose to reveal himself to the world
through Abram. Early in his life, Abram had
traveled with his family and relatives from
Urin Chaldea to Haran. There he settled

as a shepherd. One day, when Abram was
seventy-five years old, God called him to
make a journey to the distant, unknown
land of Canaan.

God said to Abram:

“Leave your country, your family, and your
fathers house for the land I will show you.

Twill make you a great nation; 1 will bless
and make your name so famous that it
will be used as a bessin

Abram could ot fully
understand these words. He
only knew in his heart that
he must obey them at once.
As Abram set out
from Haran
on his journey.
to Canaan,

he was also
beginning another
kind of journey, a
spiritual journey.
‘This journey would
lead him to'a deeper
and clearer faith in
the one true God.

Abraham >
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2. Option Have the students

complete the activity Map
Search on page 40.
+ What area does the map show?
(the Middle East in the time

of Abram)

What is the shaded area?

(the Fertile Crescent)

Why do you think it is called

the Fertile Crescent? (Cuide the
students to the following response:
Fertile, because the soil there is rich
and crops grow well; crescent,
because of its shape—something
like a quarter moon)

+

+

+

Why do you think this area is so
fertile? (Guide the students to the
following response: The Tigris and

Euphrates rivers flow through it.)

+

Find Ur, where Abram originally
lived. From Ur, where did Abram
move? (Haran) Locate it.

Where did God ask Abram to go
next? (Canaan) Abram probably
settled somewhere between

the Jordan River and the
Mediterranean Sea.

+

Which countries now exist in the
area where Abraham traveled?
(Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait)

+

+

What events in the news are
related to any of these areas?
(Answers will vary.)

o5

Use the following information to
explain how this region of the world
is predominantly Islamic:

+ Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
consider Abraham to be an
important person. Islam was
established by the prophet
Mohammed, who founded the
first Islamic community around
A.D. 610 in Mecca, which is now
Saudi Arabia. In addition to
professing the faith of Abraham
and adoring the one God,
Muslims revere Jesus as a prophet
and honor his Mother Mary; they

i e
Haran, and Ur

Fertile Crescent

Tigris, Euphrates

The white lines o

; y
located in the area where Abram journeyed.

@ UNIT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

prize the moral life; they worship
God through prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving. There are five duties
(often called pillars) by which
Muslims live:

. faith in one God
formal prayer five times a day
giving alms to the poor

e O

fasting during the month
of Ramadan from daybreak
to sunset

w

. a pilgrimage to Mecca once
in one’s lifetime if possible.

+

Point out that Islam is a religion of
peace and that people who claim
to kill in the name of Islam distort
the message of Islam for political
reasons. Explain that throughout
history, some Christians have also
distorted the message of the Gospel
in order to commit violence for
political reasons.

Abraham Is Our Father in Faith cHAPTER6  T61



3. Direct the students to read
God'’s Covenant with Abram
on page 41.

+ Have the students underline each
promise that God makes to Abram.

+

What is meant by descendants?
(a person’s children, their children,
and their children’s children)
[lllustrate on the board]
parents
N3
children
N
grandchildren
v

great-grandchildren

+

God was pleased with Abram’s
faith and made a covenant with
him. What is a covenant?

(a solemn agreement)

+

God made promises to Abram.
What were they? (a great reward,
descendants as numerous as the
stars, the land of Canaan, a son
named Isaac)

To what did God change Abram’s
name? (Abraham) This name
means “father of many nat

+

@

To what was Sarai’s name
changed? (Sarah) In ancient times,
names not only identified a
person, but they told what kind
of individual that person was.

A change in a name meant a
change in the person.

+

In which important ceremonies
might people change their names
today? (at Confirmation, marriage,
and religious profession) Why do
people change their names for
these ceremonies? (Possible
answer: to signify that they are

new people)

+

As a sign of this covenant, Abram
and all his male descendants
were to be circumcised. [If the
students ask about circumcision,
explain that it is the cutting of a fold
of skin on the penis. This operation
is done on all Jewish male infants

in a religious ceremony. Today it is
also done on many non-Jewish

male infants)

T62 uNiT2 Cod Forms a Family of Faith

God'’s Covenant with Abram
adapted from Genesis 15,17

i s iy God

e o

e e GERei 5

“Fear not, Abram I am your shield; your
reward will be very great.”

Abram believed God, but he did not

understand how all of God's promises could

happen. He told God his problem:
“O Lord God, what good will your gifts be?
You have given me no offspring, so one of my
servants will be my heir”

God took Abram outside and said:
“Look up at the sky and count the stars,
you can. Just so shall your descendants be”

Abram again believed God, and God was

pleased with Abram’ faith. Then God made

a very solemn agreement, called a covenant,

with Abram. God said:

“No longer shall you be called Abram; your
name shall be Abraham, for | am making
you father of many nations. I will give to you
and to your descendants the whole land of
Canaan, and I will be their God. As for your
wife Sarai, do not call her Sarai; her name
shall be Sarah. I will bless her, and I will give
youa son by her. You shall call him Isaac.”

Within a year Sarah gave birth to a son, even
though she and Abraham were very old.

Abraham was the first patriarch, or father
and ruler, of the Chosen People. He was the
man selected to receive God's promises and

descendants. The name
“father of maoy nations”
Abraham's and Sarahs name changes were
signs that they were beginning a new way of
life. Because of his faith and trust in God, we
honor Abraham with the title Father of Believers.
Like Abraham, who accepted his responsibility
to care for and protect his family, we too are
called to accept our responsibility to care for
and protect others.

In God We Trust

We are believers. Because Abraham is truly
our father i faith, e are called to express our
faithas he did: with prompt obedience and
‘wholehearted generosity. We are also called to
recognize that as a family of faith, we are all
brothers and sisters. If we live this way, then
‘we will be open to receiving the blessings that
God has promised to those who love him.
When we place our trustin God as Abraham
did, we are living the First Commandment,
calls us to believe in God, to hope in

i
him, and to love him above all else.

Abraham s Ou ather i Faith CHAPTER (41)

+

+

+

+

How did God begin to fulfill his
covenant? (Sarah and Abraham
had a son, Isaac)

As the father and ruler of the
Chosen People, Abraham has a
special title. What is it? (patriarch)
Isaac was the first of Abraham’s
descendants—those who
descended from the family of
Abraham.

Why is Abraham called the
“Father of Believers”? (because
of his faith and trust in God)

Invite a volunteer to read
aloud In God We Trust

on page 41.

* Family and Community

Which commandment calls us

to believe in God and to place

our trust in him alone? (the

First Commandment)

TqQaqaaoqaaqaaqaaaqaaqaeeqPPPRPPQ
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5. Direct the students to read

Our Covenant with God

on page 42.

+ Just as Abraham made a journey
of faith, so do we. When did we
begin our faith journey?

(at Baptism)

+

Through our parents and
godparents, what did we promise
God at our Baptism? (to renounce
Satan, to believe in God, to live as
Catholic Christians)

+

How do we renew our covenant
with God and grow in our
relationship with him? (by praying,
celebrating the sacraments, and
giving witness to our faith in
Christlike words and actions)

+

What are some examples of
witnessing to your faith? (Possible
answers: doing good works, helping
to spread Jesus' message)

6. Option Have the students
work independently on the
activity Keeping the
Covenant on page 42.

4 Think how you can witness your
faith today. Write something you
will do to live out your covenant
with God. The answer is between
you and God.

+ As they work, play a recording of a
song that expresses the relationship
of Abraham and God.

7. Invite a volunteer to read
aloud A Moment with
Jesus on page 42.
Allow time for the students to
pray quietly.

Our Covenant with God

We are free to believe in God. We are also
free not to believe in God. Faith is a gift given
freely by God, which we can accept or reject.
God made a covenant with s when we were.
baptized. He promises to give us eternal life.
if we believe in him and live according to
those beli i, we promise to

renounce Satan, to believe in God, and to
live as Catholic Christians.

Baptism was the beginning of our journey
of faith. We make this journey with God and
with the whole Christian community. On the
way, we live out our baptismal covenant with
God and grow in our relationship with him
and with one another. We do this whenever
we pray, give witness to our faith in Christlike
‘words and actions, or celebrate the sacraments.

A Moment with Jesus

In Baptism, you were given the gfc of fah and entered inco
a new life with Christ. Take a moment to thank Jesus for the

Keeping the Covenant

Write something you will do to
live out your baptismal covenant
with God. The Holy Spirit, who
helps us believe, will assist you.

sk him to help yor

1 will celebrate your love forever, LoRo, Age after age:
‘my words shall proclaim your faithfulness;for | claim
that love is built to fast forever and your faithfulness
founded firmly in the heavens. Happy the people
who learn to acclaim you! Loro, chey willlive in the
light of your favor;they will rjoice in your name all
dayand exultin your righteousness. Once you said,
I will keep my love for him always. My covenant with
him stands firm-*

adapred from Psalm 89:1-215-1619.29

s,

@ UNIT 2. God Forms a Family of Faith

giftof your
0 God’s law of love. Pray the words of the following psalm:

Presonee

Abraham Is Our Father in Faith cHAPTER6 T63



8. Option Ask the students to
tell about times when they
were asked to trust someone
or to trust God in a difficult
situation, and everything
turned out all right.

bd

10.

Option Recall Abraham’s faith.
How did Abraham show his faith in
God? (Possible answers: Abraham had
to trust God as he obeyed God'’s call
to journey to an unknown land.

He had to trust God to keep God's
promise to give him many descendants
even though he and Sarah were too
old to have children.) Next, you will
study how God put Abraham'’s faith
to a supreme test.

Guide the students in reading
A Challenge to Abraham’s
Faith on page 43.

+

+

+

+

Read the first three paragraphs.
[Pause.] Why was Abraham’s life
difficult after he left Haran? (He
had to adjust to a new land and a
new people)

How did the Canaanites worship
their god? (They offered their
firstborn child in sacrifice for
abundant crops and herds and for
blessings on their families.)

Read the rest of the section.
[Pause] Why would it be difficult
for Abraham to sacrifice his son?
(Possible answers: Isaac was the son
of Abraham's old age. Abraham
loved Isaac very much. If Isaac were
killed, it would seem that God
would not keep the promise to
Abraham of many descendants.)
The main lesson of this chapter
is that God looks for the sacrifice
of our wills rather than for
human sacrifice.

Invite a volunteer to read
aloud A Story of Trust

on page 43. X Life and Dignity
What are some examples of ways
that we might sacrifice our wills?
(by saying no to things that would
harm us and others; by saying yes to
loving actions)
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A Challenge to
Abraham’s Faith

based on Genesis 22

When Abraham accepted God's call
to leave Haran for Canaan, he did not
know what the future would hold.
God had chosen him, and that was
enough.

Abraham's journey to Canaan meant
anew beginning, He had to leave his
homeland and his friends. He had

to adjustto.a new land and a new
people. It was a great risk. When he
first went to Canaan, his knowled;

of God was limited. In the years that
followed, Abraham came to know
God better, He expressed his faith in
God and looked for ways to worship
and serve him more generously.

Abraham saw how the Canaanites
worshiped. They knew that life was
mysterious and they believed that

it had tobe a gift from a powerful

being. To honor this unknown source of life,

in which they killed
born

z

sacrifice. They did
this in petition for
abundant crops, for

strong herds, and for
blessings on their
families.

When Isaac was born, Abraham might have

wondered if God expected him to sacrifice his

son the way the Canaanites sacrificed their
children. Sacrificing Isaac seemed impossible

for Abraham. He loved Isaac, the son of his old
age. And if he sacrificed Isaac, how would God

keep his promise of making him the father of
many descendants? Even so, Abraham was
ready to do anything for God

ious

AStory of Trust

The story of Abraham's trust in and love of
God at this time in his lfe is told in the skit
on page 44. The story has been told for many
generations since the time of Abraham. It
teaches the Chosen People that all human life
is sacred and must be treated with dignity. It
also teaches that the one true God looks for a
sacrifice of our wills rather than for a sacrifice
of a human. We sacrifice our wills by saying
10 to things that would harm us and other
people and by saying yes to loving actions.

Abraham s Our e in it CHAPTERe (43)

12. Option Clarify the meaning
of sacrifice of will.

+

+

Share with the students the
following situations and ask: Did
[name] sacrifice his or her will?
How? If not, what should he or
she have done? Invite the students
to suggest other incidents.

Alexis received an invitation to a
sleepover at Julie’s house. Before
Alexis had a chance to tell her
parents about the invitation,
they told her that they planned
an evening out on the same night
as the sleepover. Alexis knew that
her parents would expect her to
baby-sit her younger brothers,

+

which meant she'd miss the
sleepover. She was disappointed
but knew how much her parents
were looking forward to their
night out. She quickly told them,
“You won't have to worry about
the boys and me. We'll be fine.”
Tyler was stretched out on his
bed, enjoying the most recent
issue of his favorite sports
magazine. After a few minutes,
he heard his mother calling his
name. He knew that she probably
had an errand for him to do. He
called back, “I'll be therein a
minute, Mom,” but he continued
to read his magazine.
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13. Ask volunteers to read each
part of the skit Abraham’s
Sacrifice on page 44. Have
volunteers read aloud or
perform the skit for the class.

How do we know that God was
only testing Abraham’s faith? (An
angel stopped Abraham before he
killed his son.)

What sacrifice had Abraham
made even before he reached the
mountaintop? (the sacrifice of his
own will)

God rewarded Abraham for his
obedience with a promise of
blessings. Would someone read
aloud the lines of the skit that
contain these blessings?

At Mass, in the Eucharistic
Prayer, we pray that God will
accept our offerings as he
accepted “the sacrifice of
Abraham, our father in faith.”

In what ways was Isaac like Jesus?
(Possible answers: He was to be
sacrificed on a mountain; he carried
the wood for his sacrifice; he
accepted the will of his father.)
Why was Abraham rewarded?
(because of his faith)

How was Isaac a patriarch? (God’s
promises were passed on through
Isaac and his descendants.)

Option Direct the students
to complete the puzzle on
the board.

This puzzle can be filled in
with words that describe
Abraham'’s virtues.

Invite volunteers to write the
answers in the puzzle. (love,
sacrifice, faith, obedience)

Abrahaw’s Sacrifice

based on Genesis 22

Characters God  Abraham  Angel
fsaac  Narrator

Narrator: Abraham had lived for many
years in friendship with God. One day
God called him.

God: Abraham, Abraham, where are you?

Abraham: Here Iam, Lord.

God: Abraham, take your son Isaac and go
o the land of Moriah. When you arrive,
£0 10 the mountain I point out fo you and
offer Isaac to me as a burnt-offering sacrifice.

o o )

Narrator: When they reached the top of the.
B
the wood oniit. He then tied up his
sonand put him on top of the wood. Just as
Abraham reached out and took the knife to.
Kl Isaac, an angel of God called out:

Angel: Abraham, stop! Do not harm Isaac,
for now I know you fear God. You have not.
refused him your son.

Narrator: With great relief Abraham looked
up and saw a ram caught by its horns in
anearby bush. Abraham knew that God
did not want him to sacrifice Isaac. He
took the ram and offered it in place of
his son, Abraham had responded to
God's command with faith, Because of
his generous obedience, the Lord made
this promise to him.

God: 1 f—itis Yahweh

y

morning, He A went
out with Isaac and two servant. On the
third day of travel, Abraham saw the

P ¥
because you have not refused me your only
son, 1 will shower blessings on you. I will

sppointed pl
tohis servants.

Abraham: Stay here

mountaintop to
worship.
Narrator: [saac

carried the wood
on his back.

make your asthe.

stars in the heavens and the sands of the

seashore. In them all nations of the earth

shall find blessing—all this because you
ed my command.

Narrator: By not allowing Abraham to
sacrifice 1saac, God taught his Chosen
People that he did not want human sacrifice.
He also showed that those who believe and.
trust in him are rewarded with abundant
blessings. Abraham’s faith in God was
hown i his trusk God had ld him toa
newl

the flint and knife.
as they set off.

Isaac: Father, we have
the knife, flint, and.

his people, and given him a son. Abraham
knew that God loved him, and he trusted in
God's goodness. God rewarded Abraham'’s
faith and trust with a renewal of his
promises.

he

wood, but where
sacrifice?
S - > : God
ey A provide the
Jacques Tisso, saac Bearsthe  sheep for the.

Waod forhis Sacrifice. sacrifice, Isaac.

() N2 ot torms iy f i

sons. To them he would pass on the promises of
God that he had received from Abraham.
Eventuallya descendant of Abraham would be
the Savior of the world. Through him all nations
would be blessed.
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Acting

1. Option Direct the
students to use BLM 19 How Am
1 Like My Father Abraham? as
an examination of conscience.
Encourage the students to consider
ways they might improve.

2. Option Have the students
complete the Summary and
Review activities, pages 45-46.

3. Option Distribute
and administer BLM 22
Chapter 6 Quiz.

Use this opportunity to assess the
students’ understanding of the main
concepts in the chapeer.

4. 7 End by inviting the
students to pray the Our
Father, emphasizing the words
“thy will be done, on earth, as it
is in heaven.”

5. At the end of class, have the
students tear out and take home
pages 45-46.

[ CHECKPOINT &) |

» Were the learning outcomes
achieved?

Do the students show a desire

‘We Remember ‘We Respond
What does true faith in God lead to? Pray the prayer of faith from Psalm 89 on Page 42
ith i inhis journey log, wite you

dness and i all.

What did God promise Abraham?
God promised Abraham land and many
descendants. He promised that al nations
‘would be blessed through him

‘What does it mean to sacrifice our wills?
It means that we say o to things that
would harm us or other people and say
yes to lovingactions.

in the light of God's favor.

Words to Know
covenant

Abraham sacrifice

Thingsito Do at Home

1. Shate with your family the story of Abraham about times when they each were called pon
Stories about him can be found in Genesis 0 practice great faith,
131-13 and Genesis 18:20-33. What do you 4. Make a covenant with a member of your
learn abe family. Each g
2. Work with your family to st qualices that certain favor for the other. Afer a few days
make a good and loyal friend. Talk about check to see how well each person has kept
which of these qualities Abraham showed his or her part. How is your covenant Smilar £0.
i hisreacionship with God. Discuss which the covenant between God and Abram? How:
qualities you show toward your friends and isit different?
family. 5. Wiite the story of Abraharm and Isaac as seen
3. h h Sarahis eyes.Share your story vith
0 Gods call with generosity and prompt your family.

Vst wwwchristourlife.org/family for more aml resurces.

to respond to their
covenant and to witness
their faith?
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Chapter 6
Enriching the Faith Experience
Use the following activities to enrich a lesson or to replace an activity with
one that better meets the needs of your class. For additional enrichment
ideas, such as preparing for the Sunday Scripture readings or using
activities on the Christ Our Life Web site, see page T400. For activities
related to the liturgical season, see Special Seasons and Lessons, which
begin on page T265.

1. JEMIETH Pass out copies of BLM 20 Expressing Faith Through Prayer.

+ Tell the students to do the following:
1. Read the first column and then cooperatively answer questions 1to 8.

2. Discuss questions 9 and 10. Be prepared to present a summary of this discussion
to the class.

3.Beable to explain the terms at the bottom of the page.

+

When they are finished, have volunteers from each group answer the questions.

The answers should include the following:

1. By giving attention to God; offering all that we have; trusting God's goodness;
listening to God's inspirations of grace

2. Praying by ourselves; morning prayer, night prayer, prayer at other times
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3. Praying in a group; public worship, as
ar Mass; celebrating the sacraments

4. When we celebrate the Sacrament
of Reconciliation

5. The Creed

6. By saying "Amen” to “Body of Christ”

7. The Sacrament of Confirmation

8. When we are sincere and honest in
our prayer

9. Answers will vary. Possible answers:
to show my faith in God, to ask
God's help, to gain strength to
carry out God's will

10. Agree. The body needs air to live.

The soul needs prayer because
through prayer, we grow in grace,
which is the life of the soul.

28 Distribute copies of
BLM 21 Expressing Faith
Through Sacrifice and Service.
Have the students read aloud each
situation. Ask volunteers to tell what
the person should do if he or she really
wants to live the faith. Some situations
may be role-played.

3. Use Web BLM

Chapter 6-A Getting Better
Acquainted with Your
Forefather (available at
christourlife.org) to extend the
students” knowledge of
Abraham.

4. Review the story of
Abraham through the choral
poem on the Web BLM Chapter
6-B Our Father Abraham
(available at christourlife.org).

5. Have the students find in the
Bible the following verses to
learn what Jesus said about
faith. Have them write a
summary of each verse in
their journey logs.

Matthew 6:30 Matthew 14:31
Matthew 7:11 Matthew 16:16
Matthew 8:26 Matthew 21:21
Matthew 9:22 John 3:36
Matthew 9:29 John 14:12

6. Direct the students to write
anews article or present a
news report on the travels of
Abram. Assign them to work
independently or in two teams
to write either about Abram’s
leaving Haran in the Haran
Herald or about his arrival in

CHAPTER

The Man of Faith  Use the clues below to
write the missing letters in the puzzle.

Across

4. We enter into a covenant with God when

5. Abraham was willing to s son

0 God.

Gch ey ane A ppeyae
apromiseis calleda

8. Abraham was the first and greatest
of the Chosen People.

Down

1 was the wife of Abraham,

2 was Abraham's son, who carried on
the covenant with God.

We honor Abraham as the Father of

God called Abraham to_____and
promised this land to his descendents

Promises, Promises Lt four
promises that God made to Abraham.

=]
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Bonus  Name two ways in
which Isaac was like Jesus.

1 be the father 3,

1 i ‘s only

o

son. He was called to be

sacrificed.

the scars or the sands on the

shore.

2. Heand Sarah would He

d 2, He carried the wood on

havea son.

which he was to be.

David Teiers the Younger, Abraham giving
thanks for having spared hisson Isaac, 1653,

with him.

®

Canaan in the Canaan Chronicle.
Students should include some

basic facts in both presentations
but from different points of view.

7. Have the students create an
acrostic for the story of Abraham
and Isaac, using the word
sacrifice. Instruct them to write
the puzzle on one side of a sheet
of paper and the answers on the
other side. Allow time for the
students to exchange puzzles
and work them out.

8. Direct the students to write
journal entries describing
the sacrifice of Isaac before,
during, and after the event.
They can write as Abraham,
Sarah, or Isaac.

9. Have each student choose a
saint that he or she does not
know much about. Allow time

10.

sacrificed. He

for the students to research their
saints and to write short reports
about how their saints lived
their faith and sacrificed their
wills. Invite students to present
their reports to the class.

Have the students work

together in groups to make
a list of people (professions)
who have responsibility to care
for and protect the needs of
others. Have them report to the
class and make a list on the
board. Remind the students
that Abraham accepted the
responsibility of caring for and
protecting his family. Then
brainstorm as a class ways that
the students are showing or can
show responsibility for caring
for others.
X Rights and Responsibilities
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