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{ Jesusl

) How was your name chosen? What do you know about
the meaning of your name?

Names are very important. They can tell us many things
about a person. In the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, we
hear the story of an angel announcing the Savior’s birth and
revealing that he is to be given the name Jesus.
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the
holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her.
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.”
Marmew 1:20-21

2 What do you think the name  Jesus means?




Faithfulness is one of
the Fruits of the Holy
Spirit.The Fruits of the
Holy Spirit are twelve
signs that we are
cooperating with the
grace of the Holy Spirit.
When we are faithful, we
live according to God’s
will. We put into practice
the teachings of Jesus,
the Scriptures, and the
Catholic Church.

Madonna and Child

From the beginning of the Church, Christian artists have
expressed the Church’s devotion to Mary, the Mother of
Jesus, through art. They have done this in many ways. They
have created paintings, icons, mosaics, frescoes, sculpture and
wood carvings.

The Christian devotion to Mary and her son, Jesus, is
often expressed through the portrayal of Mary holding the
Christ Child. These works of art are called “Madonna and
Child.” The word 7adonna means “my lady.”

Mary Trusted God

God asked Mary to be the Mother of his Son, Jesus. Mary
trusted in God and said yes to his will with her whole heart.
Mary is our model of a faithful disciple. She teaches us to
love and obey God and to trust in his will for our lives. When
we see the image of Madonna and child, we are reminded of
Mary’s love and faithfulness.

2 What are some of the qualities of Mary that you see in
this art?




We Honor Mary i pi "

In the United States, where Mary
is the patron Saint, she is called
Mary, the Immaculate Conception.
In Washington, D.C., the Church
built a basilica to honor Mary. A
basilica is a special type of church.
This church is called the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception. This -
national shrine is the largest .
Roman Catholic church in the
United States and one of the
largest in the world.

£ Inwhatwaysdo youshow ‘ o PR GV
that Mary is important in |
your life?

: Look at the art of the Madonna and Child. Share
what they tell you about the faith of people in Mary
and her Child. Check the one you like best. Write a few
sentences to explain what it tells you about Mary.




FAITH FOCUS

What does it mean that
Jesus is both Son of God
and Son of Mary?

FAITH VOCABULARY
Christ

A title for Jesus that
states that he is the
Messiah, the One whom
God promised to send fo
save his people.

Lord

A title for Jesus that
states that Jesus is
truly God.

Son of God, Son
of Mary

In Matthew’s Gospel we are rold that an angel appeared to
Joseph, telling him that Mary would give birth to a son whom
he was to name Jesus.

Now this is how the birth of the Jesus Christ came
about. [B]ehold, the angel of the Lord appeared

to [Joseph] in a dream and said, “Joseph, ... it is
through the holy Spirit that this child has been
conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to
name him Jesus, because he will save his people from
their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord
has said through the prophet:

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child
and bear a son.
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means “God is with us.”
Marew 1:18, 20-23

In the Bible, a person’s name often describes the role they
play in God’s plan of Salvation. The Hebrew name for Jesus
means “God saves.” The very name of Jesus reveals that he is
the Savior of the world. All of God’s promises in the Bible
come true in Jesus. Jesus is the center and heart of God’s
loving plan of Salvation. Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Lord
and the Savior of the world.

What does Jesus’ name reveal about him?




Titles for Jesus

There are also several important titles for Jesus used in

the Gospels and by the Church. These express the faith of the
Church in who Jesus is and the work the Father sent him to

do. Three of these titles are Messiah, Christ, and Lord.

Messiah. Throughout the Old Testament, God
promised to send a messiah. The title messiah means
“anointed one.” The messiah would be a king who

Christ. The English word Christ is used for the Hebrew
word messiah and for the Greek word kristos. Jesus is
the Christ—the Messiah or Anointed One.

Lord. The Israelites used the word Loro for God in place
of the name YHWH. The letters YHWH of the Hebrew
alphabet are the letters of the name by which God
identified himself to Moses (read Exodus 3:11-15).

When we call Jesus “Lord,” we are professing the faith
of the Church, that Jesus Christ is truly God. He is the
Son of God, the Second Divine Person of the Holy Trinity.
Jesus is frue God and true man.

A A S\ A\ S\

m Titles for Jesus

Catholics
Believe

Christmas Customs

Catholics all over the
world express their
faith in the Incarnation
in different ways. In
Brazil, families create a
Presépio, or a manger
scene. In Mexico,

Las Posadas, which
begins on December
16, recreates the search
of Mary and Joseph
for shelter. Christians

in Uganda greet

one another, saying,
Atuzariiware, or "He's
been born for

]

Jesus is the Savior and Lord. He is the Christ, the Messiah promised by God.

Solve this crossword puzzle to find out more about Jesus.

DOWN

created us.
. The Risen Jesus appeared |2 |
to the ;
. Jesus is the . the Anointed One.
5. is frue God and true man.

ACROSS

2. is a title that expresses our
belief that Jesus is fruly God.

4. JesusisbothGodand .

6. To have faith is fo 1

7. Jesus is our because he saves

:
3
:
w




FAITH FOCUS
What is the meaning of
the Incarnation?

FAITH VOCABULARY
Incarnation

From the Latin word
meaning “putting on
flesh,” to have a real
body; the Son of God
“putting on fiesh,” or
becoming man, while
keeping his divinity.

The Annunciation

The announcement of the coming birth of Jesus was a
special moment in the life of the Virgin Mary. We call this
moment in the life of Mary the Annunciation.

The angel Gabriel brought Mary a message telling her that
God had chosen her to be the mother of his Son. Gabriel said
to the Virgin Mary that she would conceive and give birth to
a son and name him Jesus. When Mary asked how that was
possible because she was a virgin, Gabriel replied,

“The holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power

of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore

the child to be born will be called holy, the Son

of God.” Luke 1:35

After the birth of Jesus,
Luke’s Gospel tells us that
an angel of God appeared to
shepherds, proclaiming the
Good News of Jesus’ birth. The
angel said to them,

“Do not be afraid; for
behold, | proclaim to you
good news of great joy
that will be for all people.
For today in the city
of David a savior has
been born for you who is
Messiah and Lord.”

Luke 2:10-11

2 Why did the Son of God

become one of us?




The Incarnation | F[llth-FIlled Q X

The Church names the mystery of the Son of God | Peu Ie

becoming man the Incarnation. The word incarnation means p

“putting on flesh.” This word names our belief that the Son Saint Matthew and

of God, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, became fully Saint Luke, Evangelists
human without giving up being fully God. Jesus Christ is true {

Matthew was a tax
God and true man.

collector and one of
Each year during the Christmas season, we remember and the first Twelve AP?‘“‘”eS-

celebrate this great mystery of faith. From the Solemnity of Ldee wdsd phygcmr;
the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day) to the Solemnity of gnedsompenion o
i inh il i d s Paul the Apostle. It is

e Epip any of the Lord, churches, omes, and communicies onlyinthe Gospelof
are filled with the sights and sounds of Christmas joy. The l  Matihew andiinthe
story of the birth of Christ is told through the whole world. I Gospel of Luke that we
Jesus Christ is the Lord and Messiah, the Savior of the world. read the account of the
birth of Jesus.

How would you explain the meaning of the Incarnation?

Tell a classmate.

Complete the sentences below. Then decode the secret message.

1-.2.3 4 §5§'6 7 8 9 10 1112 13M4N15516
MieaYin St faromurtuf e (]

The Incarnation is the

Withoutgiving _ _ being fully
8 13 14

Decode the Secret Message




FAITH FOCUS Mother of God, Mother of All

Why do we call Mary the
Mother of God? The four Gospel accounts do not tell us much about the

childhood of Jesus. His life was probably very much like the

lives of other Jewish children in Nazareth. Mary and Joseph
shared the faith of the Jewish people with Jesus. They taught
him the customs and practices of their religion.

Mary is truly the Mother of God because Jesus is true
God and true man. We remember and celebrate this truch
about Mary each year on January 1, the Solemnity of Mary,
the Holy Mother of God. This feast of Mary is a holy day of
obligation for Catholics in the United States of America.

Mary is our Blessed Mother. She is the Mother of the
Church. When Jesus was crucified, Mary, several other
women disciples, and John were there with him.

As he was dying on the Cross, Jesus said to Mary,

“Woman, behold your son.” Then he said to John,
“Behold, your mother.” And from that hour the
disciple took her into his home.

JoHn 19:26-27

The Church, from the very beginning
understood in these words that Mary is our

mother, the mother of all Jesus’ disciples, the
Mother of the Church. We too are called to
take Mary, our mother, into our homes and
into our hearts as the disciple John did. We
trust that Mary cares for us and wants us to

grow closer to her son, Jesus.

@ How do Catholics show their devotion
to Mary? How can you show Mary your
love for her?

X

Mary and the Child Jesus, anicon
at the Church of Mary Magdalene

in Jerusalem, Israel >
)




Each year the Church celebrates the events of Jesus’ life. Yo
celebrate God's love for you, for your family, and for all pe_oplc
The Holy Spirit invites you to celebrate that love through living
alife of faithfulness and sharing your faith in Jesus with others
each and every day.

SHARING THE GOOD NEWS

Create a Web home page. Use words, pictures, or symbols that
tell others about your faith in Jesus Christ.

Pray, “Heavenly Father, help me to become a more faithful
follower of your only Son, Jesus, my Lord and Savior. Amen.”




TO HELP YOU Cha p'l'er Review

REMEMBER

. Jesus is the Christ, Recall

theidesiai Wite the fitle of Jesus next fo its meaning.

. Jesus Christ is Lord.
He is true God, the Jesus Christ Llord Messiah Savior
Second Person of
the Holy Trinity, who
became true man

without giving up 1. Anointed One
being God.

Meaning Title

3. The Virgin Mary is the 2 iy eed
Mother of God. 3. (CodiSaves

Complete the following senfences.
4. Christwascalledthe =~ who would save
God'’s people.

5. Jesus’ name meansthatheisthe__ ofthe
world.

Reflect

Why do we call Mary the “Mother of God“when she is the
Mother of Jesus?

Describe the meaning of the word Incarnation
with a pariner. Share your thoughts with the class.




Jesus’ Holy Name

Pray this prayer of petition from the Litany of the Holy Name of Jesus. In
this kind of prayer, we ask, or petition, God for his grace fo live a life of
faithfulness fo him.

Leader: God, our loving Father, out of your love and mercy, you sent
us your only Son. Send the Holy Spirit to strengthen our faith
in him.

Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

All: Glory to you, O Lord.

Reader: Now there were shepherds in that region living in the
fields and keeping the night watch over their flock.
The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
struck with great fear. The angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for behold, | proclaim to you good news
of great joy that will be for all the people. For today
in the city of David a savior has been born who is
Messiah and Lord.” Luke 2:8-11

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Leader:  Let us ask Jesus fo help us know him better.
Jesus, Son of the living God, %

All: have mercy on us. ‘
Leader: Jesus, Son of the Virgin Mary, :

All:

i
L1

have mercy on us. - 4 =

Leader: Jesus, Good Shepherd,

All: have mercy on us. ~ i

Amen.
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With My Family X_

This Week . . .

In Chapter 5, “Jesus Christ, Son

of God,” your child learned:

» The name Jesus means “God
saves.” It reveals to us that
Jesus is truly the Savior of the
world.

» Titles for Jesus, such as Christ,
Lord, and Messiah help us
understand who Jesus is and
the work God the Father sent
him to do.

» The mystery of the Son of
God becoming fully human
while remaining fully God is
called the Incarnation.

» Mary, the Mother of Jesus,
is fruly the Mother of God
because Jesus is the Son
of God.

P Faithfulness is a quality
that shows that we are
cooperating with the
grace of the Holy Spirit.
For more about related teachings
of the Church, see the Catechism
of the Catholic Church, 422-451,
456-478, 484-507, and the United
States Catholic Catechism for Adults,
pages 77-87.

M Sharing God’s Word

Read together the Bible story
about the birth of Jesus at

the beginning of the Gospel
according to Matthew and
the Gospel according to Luke.
Emphasize what the Gospel
accounts of Jesus’ birth tell us
about who he is and the work
he was sent fo do.

M We Live as Disciples

The Christian home and

family is a school of discipleship.

Choose one of the following

activities to do as a family, or

design a similar activity of

your own.

» The angel Gabriel told Mary
to name her child Jesus.
Names are very important.
Talk about how each family

| member’s name was chosen.

»r

P Jesus showed his love for his
mother. It is very important
to show our love for family
members. Be sure to do
special things this week
to show your love for one
another.

Our Spiritual Journey

Showing reverence for the
name of Jesus is an expression of
our faith in him, the Son of God
and the Son of Mary. Bowing our
heads slightly when we speak

or hear the name “Jesus” is a
long tradition of the Church.
Encourage one another fo use
this expression of reverence

and faith when you speak or
hear the name “Jesus.” In this
chapter, your child prayed a
prayer of petition. Read and
pray together this prayer on
page 75.

BeMyDisciples.com -
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