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4 The Church:
The Body of Christ

Overview of the Chapter

Vith the scandals in the Catholic Church hitting the
headlines and airwaves in an unprecedented way in recent
years, religious educators and others who have given their
lives to the Church often feel great sadness. But recall the
image of St. Boniface who compared the Church to a great
ship being pounded by incessant waves. The challenge is
not to abandon ship, but to work all the harder to keep it
on course. Catechists do their part to stay the course by
inviting students to become a vital part of the Church and
help steer it to the future. Our young people also belong
to the Church. They are its future. The gifts that the Holy
Spirit has showered on them will help the Church weather
its current problems.

The chapter begins by asking students to reflect on
their image of the Church. It then defines the Church as a
worshipping community, a local gathering, and the world-
wide gathering of believers—all of whom “belong to the
Lord” and are “called out” by him. Following the lead of
the Catechism of the Catholic Church (754-757), the
chapter then examines the Church as a mystery of God’s
love, which is, at the same time, a visible society and spiri-
tual community, organized hierarchically and the mysti-
cal body of Christ, an earthly community with heavenly
riches. Various images are presented as multifaceted ways
to begin to understand this mystery: Bride of Christ, pil-

The Church: The Body of Christ

Resources

grim, flock, and vineyard. But four images predominate in
this section of the chapter: Church as Sacrament, Church
as People of God, Church as Body of Christ, and Church
as Temple of the Holy Spirit.

Chapter 4 then turns to membership in the Church
(hierarchy, laity, those in consecrated life) and its vari-
ous ministries that derive from sharing in Christ’s role as
prophet, priest, and king. The prophetic role of the Mag-
isterium and papacy are discussed in some detail in this
section. Then, the ideal characteristics already present in

& Audiovisual Materials

AD
Re-creates the turbulent years following the Death of Christ. Acclaimed TV mini-
series depicts the years AD 30—-69. Comes with a 52-page study guide for a twelve:
week course (three tapes, 360 minutes, Ignatius Press).

Entertaining Angels
Tells the story of Dorothy Day’s life as an activist Marxist journalist who converted
to Catholicism and devoted her life to serving the poor (111-minute video, Ignatius
Press).

Faith 4

the Church but not yet fully revealed are d. These
are the four traditional “marks” of the Church: one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic (see CCC, 813-865).

The topic of ecumenism is a fitting way to conclude
this chapter. In this section, the Church’s teaching about
non-Christians and the Protestant and Orthodox Churches
is presented, including the question of salvation outside of
the Church. In many ways this section is the culmination
of the question guiding the entire chapter: what makes the
Catholic Church distinct from other communities, other
denominations, and other religions?

Chronicles the roots of the early Church after Jesus’ Resurrection. Details the lives:
of four Christian martyrs who lived in Rome during these years, including that of
St. Clement (52-minute video, Questar).

Great Souls: Mother Teresa
Shot on location and told from the viewpoint of those who knew Mother Teresa.
this inspiring story shows how God can use one person to do good in the most
troubling of circumstances (56-minute video, Ignatius Press).

Great Souls: Pope John Paul I
Traces the life and character of one of history’s greatest popes (56-minute video,
Ignatius Press).




You are the salt of the earth. ... You are the light
of the world. ... Your light must shine before oth-
ers, that they may see your good deeds and glorify
your heavenly Father.

& Audiovisual Materials continued

Inside the Vatican
A beautifully scripted and filmed inside look of how the Vatican works on a day-
to-day basis. Narrated by Martin Sheen. Students watch this excellent production
rather attentively (90-minute DVD, National Geographic Film, Critics' Choice,
Ignatius Press).

Malcolm X
A 1992 biographical film about African American activist Malcolm X
(202-minute DVD, Amazon.com).

Monasteries
Features seven Christian monasteries around the United States, depicting the life
of prayer of various orders of monks (45-minute video, Ignatius Press).

Peter & Paul
The acclaimed film that traces the adventures of these two towering figures.
Study guide is available (195-minute DVD, Amazon.com).

Remember the Titans
ARudy-like football film that shows how unity is achieved despite racial tensions
and diversity. Could exemplify the Church’s marks of oneness and catholicity
(114-minute feature film, Ignatius Press, Critics’ Choice, Amazon.com).

The Twelve Apostles
Who were these humble tradesmen Jesus chose? Depicts how the Twelve took
the message of Jesus around the world after the Resurrection (100-minute
video produced by the History Channel, Ignatius Press).

Chapter Outline

Where Christ Is, There Is the Church

What Is Church?

More Descriptions of Church

Membership and Ministries in the Church
Marks of the Church

Ecumenism: The Church and Other Religions

Advance Preparatlons
Assign the Ongoing Assi in the chap
the students enough time to complele their work.

Where Christ Is, There Is the Church (ST pages 96—

98)

*  Avideo clip on the persecution of the Church for the
Video Presentation on page 99.

‘What Is Church? (ST pages 98-100)

Religious objects and a paper bag for a game of
twenty questions for the Class Activity on page 100.
Magazines to be used to create a collage for the
Individual Activity on page 102.

A video clip of the Pope on his travels around the
world (e.g., Great Souls: Pope Jobn Paul II on page
96) for the Video Presentation on page 100.

puter lab for the
Rural Issues Background Information on page 101

More Descriptions of Church (ST pages 100-105)
Arrange for a guest speaker from the school
counseling department for the Guest Speaker activity
on page 104.

Copies of articles from the Catholic Relief Services
website (www.crs.org) for the Extending the Lesson
Group Discussion on page 104.

Membership and Ministries in the Church (ST pages

106-112)

e Arrange for a catechumen or recent neophyte to
speak to the class for the Guest Speaker activity on
page 109.

Abox for prayer i
on page 111.

Marks of the Church (ST pages 112-116)

e Art materials, including markers, crayons, and
magazines, for the Class Activity on page 116.
Apiece of music for the Prayer Experience on page 117.
Arrange for a guest speaker from a diocesan office,
a religious order, or a former lay missionary for the
Guest Speaker activity on page 115.

Ecumenism: The Church and Other Religions (ST

pages 117-120)

o Copies of Chapter 4, Handout 1 “The Church as
Sacrament Pop Quiz” (starting on page 285 and also
online at www.avemariapress.com) for the Individual
Assignment on page 119.

toallow

cessto

for the Prayer
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e Copies of phone books or other directories for
churches for the Class Activity on page 119.

e A clip from the movie Malcolm X for the Video .
Presentation on page 121. | WhereChristls, ki s Rl e

the Lord " This interesting word shows

Glmpwr 4 Test Lesson =* There Is the Church  that one of the most important things

Arecent cover o Chrstaity was 10 understand about the Chusch s that

» Copies of the Chapter 4 Test (starting on page 285 p g s o e o1 . el s it o

A cany on the Gospel mesege and work
and also online at www.avemariapress.com). S of Jesus Chis,our Lovd and Savir
e o ot and ESh pronin i iy s mporent

and has  role o play
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prior experience and understanding.
reflect on the obstacles that stand in the way of

Supper, the nigh befre

sharing the Good News. g ) hedied, hesliosshed ora _ The main way the Church fulfls
: e T e Cry e

. feeof i il Hethe Somaf God, lzation. The Church s sbe to do the
Preview howed what € means oseve, He setan

NN s
e : 5 i Thlogy” chalings: o e o i e i s
This section is an introduction to the chapter on the el o kil vl
Church. The chapter opener offers a thought-provoking e el e

ity that Jesus formed o continue his  us cary on his work. As St.Ignativs of

analogy of “Basin Theology” that should springboard a b ot A o e e

discussion of the obstacles to evangelization. This section Oy willwe be ik Jesus and gt down onour  Consider sgainhow  appropr-
of God's 5

Knoss o oben? e the umly image s when ppled t0
lays the groundwork for 2 more complete and theological S oot ek “This s an imporant choice be- the Church, Like our own family, the

cause cvery person has a role to play Church loves us, accepts us, and contrb-

i rch. o in Chris’s Chusch, Consider the word  utes t our developmear. The Church i
understanding of the Chu: e inCho s o deopmen

& Bell Ringers

* Writing Assignment: Have students list the names
of churches (Protestant and Catholic), synagogues,
mosques, or temples if applicable that they pass in
their everyday lives. What do they know about the
beliefs and practices of these places of worship? In For Enrichment

what ways are they similar to Catholicism? In what :

ways are they different? Do students have friends hoting Asﬁgn]l:ent i lh;‘:!mdmﬁt:;mm ! oi(pefople ey |

who worship in these places? Discuss their answers de‘pend onmhd@ e PG e sy mlfﬁoni )
ships of people cooperating to achieve goals. Explain that the Church is like

as a class. 2 y
Group Discussion: Assign the “Share the Good this, too, 2 network of people who help each other on the journey to God.

News” feature (pages 97-98). First, read through
the eight descriptions of Church with the students.
Next, call on several students to share which two
descriptions of Church best fit their idea of Church s
and explain why. Finally, have the students work in Background Information

triads to write their definition of Church. Call on The Church Was Foreshadowed from the World's Beginning
representatives to share definitions with the class. God created the world for the sake of communion with his divine

Record a sampling of the definitions, working toward life, a communion brought about by the “convocation” of men in

a class definition of Church. Note its comparison Christ, and this “convocation™ is the Church. (CCC, 760)

with the fieﬁm‘tj.on of Church on page 96. 2 The Church throughout the World

e DlS.CIJSSlOI'l: Of",nm,“ the class'definition of The Vatican I document Dogmatic Constitution on the Church says
Cl.lurch wuh e dentdonn fie ”““1"5" of Church “all the faithful scattered throughout the world are in ¢ jon with each
with a missing “u.” In what way does this analogy fit
into the context of their definition?

47). The word Charh that s Chusch purtures and sustains s theough

other in the Holy Spirit so that ‘he who dwells in Rome knows those in most
distant parts to be his members™ (Chapter II, #13).
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@ Teaching Approaches

e Class Discussion: Read or summarize the
introductory text on pages 96-97. Ask one of
the students to describe the meaning of “Basin
Theology.” Discuss which group most teens fall

e, e vl ! into: Pilate, who washed his hands and dodged

R it e : g ] responsibility, or Jesus, who washed his disciples’

i e o i o . v s e o v i T e datien

- Cf;m e e Direct Instruction: Relate the opening quotation

3 from Matthew 5:13—14, 16 with the definition of

For Reflection evangelization on page 96. Ask the students how

" o et evangelization involves letting their “light shine”

+ Howdoyoufind the Church e a home? before others (page 102).

* Journal Assignment: Review the feature “Share
the Good News” about St. Paul, the “Apostle to the
Gentiles.” Have students read this section and then
choose two ways of sharing the Good News that they
are doing well and two that they could improve.
Remind the students of the concept of “Basin
Theology” and ask them to relate this concept to the
activities described in this feature.

just like Pilte did. Nevertheles,Jesuspresence in the  ccample, Mystey, Sacrament Peopl of God, Body of
i o i

ultimate success. Tt is the Holy Spirit who encourages  membership, it minisric, its marks (one,holy,ctholc,
i > 2 i 2 e

Extending the Lesson

Video Presentation: Show a clip of a video on the
persecution of the Church (see, for example, Faith Un-
conquered, on page 96). An understanding of the scope
of persecution throughout history is helpful for students
who are challenged to spread the Good News today. It also
reveals the resiliency of the Church.

Homework Assignment

Read the text section “What Is Ch
Note all the Ongoing Assignments
participate in Assignment 5 with ]

of the other assignments individually.

Background Information
The Unity of the Church

The Church knows that she is joined in b d
who are honored by the name of Christian, but do not profus
the Catholic faith in its entirety or have not preserved unity or
communion under the successor of Peter. Those “who believe
in Christ and have been properly baptized are put in a certain,
although imperfect, communion with the Catholic Church.”
With the Orthodox Churches (ital. in CCC), this communion is
so profound “that it lacks little to attain the fullness that would
permit a common celebration of the Lord’s Eucharist.” (CCC,
838)

4The Church: The Body of Christ




What Is Church? (pages 98-100)
Objectives

In this lesson, the students will:

explain the ways in which the Church is a mystery.
illustrate and describe the meaning of the images of
the Church.

evaluate definitions of the Church.

@ Preview

This section introduces students to some of the defi-
nitions of Church. Because Church is a mystery, there is
no one definition or image that can completely describe its
‘meaning. This section provides a foundation for the more
specific and theological discussion of Church to follow.

5 Bell Ringers

e Class Activity: Play a game of twenty questions
related to items associated with being Catholic or
with a Catholic Tradition: for example, rosary beads,
a holy card, a parish bulletin, a book about a saint,
a religious medal. Hide the item in a paper bag.
Divide the class into two sides of the room. Show the
item to one team and allow them to field “yes or no”
questions from the other side. Score points based
on the amount of questions it takes to guess the item
(e.g., twenty points if guessed after one question to
one point if guessed after twenty questions).
Class Discussion: After the activity, discuss with the
students how some of these items reveal the richness
of the Tradition of the Catholic Church. Note that
many of these items are called “sacramentals”
because they represent a deeper reality that is a part
of the Church’s faith but not quite fully sacraments,
which actually bring about what they represent.

eTeaching Approaches
e Direct Instruction: Review the opening paragraph
descriptions of the word Church as “family of the Lord”
or “belonging to the Lord.” Highlight the three ways
CAthuhcs use the word Church today on pages 98-99:
The Church is a community of Catholics who as-
semble to worship.
The Church is a local gathering of Catholics in a
particular neighborhood.
The Church is a worldwide gathering of those who
have faith in Jesus Christ.

o Journal Assignment: In many parts of the country,
geographic parish boundaries are no longer
observed as closely as in the past. Ask students to
write in their journals about their family’s decision
to belong to a parish, if their family participates in
parish life. Why did their family choose that parish?
What do they see as the strengths of their parish?

§

{

1858
‘iﬁ

e Wm me always.
sword of the Spit,which s he word o God. I incerly desi o know more about my

»

What Is Church? (ccc. 751-752.777)
Recall that the word e is deived from the
Grek wordsforthe “family of the Lord Anocher way
10 tranlate this same word s “belonging o the
T i 0 ape desciption when we consides that Jesus
Chrst s the head of his Bods,the Chuch, and
its members. We "belong o the Lord” because we ae
stcached o him the way an am s o the body: As the
Head ofthe Charch Jesus gives his Body direction and
vison. A s the Holy Spirt who s th soul of he
Church.

Churh sl tanslaes” the Greek word. ek,
meaning *those called out, convocation, or assembly.”
OW Testament authors used this term for God's Cho-
sen People. Being choscn means having a special task or
mision, Chrisians ar chosen to worship and to pro-
chim Jesus Christ 25 Lord, o v a sacramenal ife of
holiness, and tojoin n  fe of fellowship and service or
the sake of God's Kingdorn.

“ s going to church."*My church s St. Paricks”
“We are the Church.” These thrce cxpresions reveal
how Catholcs se the word churh oday. Each of these

I 1k

shem the gift we ncd t be ol alve,and Chiistike
Todeed, withootJesus Chvistand the Holy Spi,there
‘would b no Chrch.

*The Church s the communicy of Cathalics who as-
semble to worship, Catholicsdo thisina superb way
when they come together tocelebrte the Eucharist.

Extending the Lesson

Video Presentation: Show a clip of a video of the Pope on his travels
around the world (e.g., Great Souls: Pope John Paul II on page 96). Footage
of a World Youth Day event can also be particularly powerful for students. Help
the students reflect on the presence of the Church in the larger world, including
people of almost every country on earth.

Guest Speaker: If you have a peer ministry program at your school, invite
a peer minister to speak to your students. You might also invite a junior or
senior who is active as a leader in his or her home parish. Ask them to include
the idea of ekklesia, or being called out with a special mission, as part of the
presentation. How did the young person decide to be a leader? How does he
or she see this as a part of being a follower of Jesus, 2 member of the Church?

For Enrichment

Student Presentations: Many parishes began as ethnic parishes,
a haven where immigrants could find support and speak their own lan-
guage. In many cities, Catholic churches were built close together, each
parish serving a different immigrant group. This is why many parishes are
forced to close or consolidate today. As immigrant groups moved to the
suburbs, the inner-city ethnic parishes dwindled in numbers. Have stu-
dents research more about their parish or church’s foundation and history
and present their findings to the class.

OUR CATHOLIC FAITH TEACHER'S WRAPAROUND EDITION




If student families are not involved in a parish, the
same question can be asked about participation at
the school.

S e s B o gt Cuimtp s Direct Instruction: Continue with ~the ~text
57 S s SPLER e CREY e e b subsection “The Chur.ch asa MYS'ff_ry_of God’s Love”
DGt ebolpinined Py e Ty (pages 9}100). Review !he descriptions of mystery
hood. For most ofus, this means our  tecost o make. the % and Trinity from the previous chapter. Note roles of
e MR R i the each Person of the Holy Trinity in establishing
P Ty St s Gl Moot S / the Church.
Lo ool ';‘";;v';;f‘m":vt‘jﬂ \ Class Discussion: Direct students to the For
o B et s Do Rgmes o = " Reflection questions on page 100. Possible points of

TheChurchasaMyneryuf e 4 4 discussion may include:
o kel ke ] + The Catechism of the Catholic Church says,

i i e
ot ;“M:ﬁf\j:;’;"‘m“;:’;:f A 3 Ey “Grace is favor, the fiee and undeserved help that
ity both revea and conceal God's ways, P - E God gives us to respond to his call to become chil-
which re ot ourwapyet i these mys- and of 12 P =
i Gﬂ:xd’l‘.‘u;:mzh;;b;ueé:vt’(h - dren of God, adoptive sons, partakers of the divine
herthofhisdivine pln. The Churchis . :
oot oo s Shenbots NeSaomiinccl nature and of eternal life” (1996). The Church is
" Triityhad s role i the planning of the one of the concrete ways in which God helps us re-
ot o the Blessd Ty was ivolved  Church an i hr coming ino histos- - i z
e G g spond 10“:115 call, encouraging and supporting us,
vty e e P poining he vay (0 f ved with God.
ot Ty retion,theeoe, il i od idien prevcoce Bt S RE EE The Church is made up of human beings, inspired
e o O Tl gt n the Chch he - et by God and trying to follow God. Some concrete
men s when be cled Abrbam 2 snd the o, e il ey (SCCREEEERINERS ways in which the human and divine meet are the
nd formed & peopl. oalwas the sga £hst e ca s song with the pies-
of the Church that was to come. ey g G Wi | SO sacraments, where God touches people, often at
e the Son _the &7 f fith,we prochi tht i the pedpie
0 accomplish his plan of Salvation. As Lm«né:im;mw:mmmmmh- critical times in their lives; the teaching of the
N e U e Church, where the Holy Spirit inspires, particular-
ing the coming of God ign snd his  communiy infalli i g
o Pkl Moy of efldlovs B+ s s gl hkmticly Iy through the infallible teachings of the Pope; the
it mpifelodis i e il corporal and spiritual works of mercy; and work
the oy Eucharis. The Chiuch,bult by with heaeny rihes. for social justice, bringing the reign of God into

present-day life.

Class Discussion: Review the image of Church as
the Bride of Christ. Have students brainstorm the
qualities of a good marriage. Invite students to tell
stories about people they know who have strong
marriages. Ask students to explain ways in which
Read the text section “More Descriptions of Jesus’ relationship with the Church is similar to the
105). relationship between spouses (love, care for one
Begin a log of the sufferings—big and 1 another’s welfare, knowing the other person well,
daily. Keep the log for one week. See “The Te: g being willing to sacrifice for the good of the spouse,
Documents” feature on page 102. lifelong commitment, etc.).
Journal Assignment: Review the image of
Church as pilgrim. Explain the idea of pilgrim
and pilgrimage to students. Ask them to list in the
journals the ways in which we would live differently
if we were conscious of being pilgrims. How would
Background Information ﬂqs awareness chmse our attitude tt.)wurd material
things? Success or failure in academics or careers?

Researching Rural Issues What makes it difficult for us to remember this image
Your county extension agency, or other Web-based resources, can be useful in our society?

in providing information on farming and gardening in city schools where stu- Direct Instruction: Review the image of Church
dents have limited access to this information. If you have access to a computer as a farm. Brainstorm with students all the tasks
lab, students could search for information on these topics as a class. Knowledge that are involved in tending a garden in your area.
of rural issues is important for urban students in future work on caring for the If anyone in the class has experience with a farm,
environment and other aspects of Catholic social teaching. have them describe the work involved in growing

Complete the For Review questions on page
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and cultivating crops. What are the qualities a farmer
or gardener needs to be successful (e.g., diligence;
hard work; knowledge of plants, soil, and climate;
love for the work; patience; etc.)? How are these
similar to the qualities God shows in caring for the
Church?

Class Discussion: Review the image of Church as
avineyard. Those who tend vineyards and orchards
also need to prune in order to bring about maximum
yield. Pruning involves cutting away excess growth in
order to open a plant or tree to light, to make better
use of nutrients, and to produce larger, but perhaps
fewer, fruits. Ask students for examples of times
when God does similar work in our lives, perhaps
taking away something in order to make room for
something more important to grow.

Individual Activity: Have students create a collage
of the images of the Church on page 100 using
pictures from magazines or the Internet. On the back
of their collages, have them describe the meaning of
each of the images. You might suggest that they begin
each description with something like, “The Church
islikea. .. because. ..” You might also suggest that
students create an illustrated mind-map to describe
the images of the Church.

For Review Answers (page 100)

s

Students should include both the idea of the People of
God and the specifically Catholic belief in  group led

by the hierarchy. “Church” as a term used to designate
abuilding or a worship service is spelled in lowercase

sacament
Anoutward (viol) s of

Becawse the Church is & mys- 50 much that he gave his ife for her
tery where the human and divine e, He will care for her (the Church)
Scripture uses many vivd images to de-  forever
Chateh Brideof + TheCl
Chest,pilgrm, God's buiding and farm,
the flock of Christ, Christs vineyard,
Gods family and our mother, Each of +
4ds 0 our understanding and ap- s that Jesus Chris has planted his
precition of the mystery of the Church.  disciples and that he seil cultvates
For cample. the Church like s farmer tending his

the Church s # commuity on its
way to 3 fiml destination—bheaven.
The buiding and furm imsges remind

crope.
* TheChurch
saceifcng Good Shepherd. I s his

* Tntheimageryof St Paul the Church

iina In
chis union, ClrstJesus s the bride-
groom; the Church & the Bride of  ¥oice we must lisen 10 in onder to

remain sae from peils

+ The vingard imag
Chist alone gi
ness o the bra

sreses that
e and friefl-

2. Whyls the Chuch calleda mystery?
3. Nameand explan any twa images ofthe Chuch.

For Reflecti

use to describe the Church never com-
pltely answer the question of what the
individually or even
timately, the Church
never flly explained

More Descriptions
of the Church
T additon o the mages of the

Church related to mystery the Catechom y
s or defincd.

R ponts Thsterm apples o
Chist e the i
Godélove foug o e Church.
s contling pesence ncur
wordand o

Praple o God, Bdyof Christ, and Tempie THE Chuirch Is a Sacrament
of the Haly Spirit. Following i  briefdis- 4-776

Mysery. and
matly connected
| hem dfines the Chrch, The mg

ihe Seven Sac-

ramentim, The term, cefes o3

Background Information

letters.

‘The Church is 2 mystery because it is a reality—God’s
presence among us—that exceeds our ability to
understand. While we can see the people and the
actions of the Church, God's action in guiding and
inspiring the Church is beyond our ability to grasp in

More on the Mystery of the Church

The Second Vatican Council document Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church (Lumen Gentium) states that “all men are called to this union with
Christ, who is the light of the world, from whom we go forth, through whom
we live, and toward whom our whole life is directed” (Chapter 1, no. 3).

its entirety.

Images may include:

Family — the Church is intimately connected as a
family is connected.

‘Marriage—Christ will care for the Church forever, as
a bridegroom cares for his bride,

Pilgrim — the Church is a community on its way to
Heaven.

Building and farm — Christ planted his disciples
and continues to cultivate the Church today:

Flock — the Church is led by Christ, the Good
Shepherd.

Vineyard — Christ is the source of life for the
branches (the Church).

The mystery of the holy Church is manifest in its very foundation.
The Lord Jesus set it on its course by preaching the Good News,
that is, the coming of the Kingdom of God, which, for centuries,
had been promised in the Scriptures: “The time is fulfilled, and
the kingdom of God is at hand." In the word, in the works, and in
the presence of Christ, this kingdom was clearly open to the view
of men. The Word of the Lord is compared to a seed which is
sown in a field; those who hear the Word with faith and become
part of the little flock of Christ, have received the Kingdom itself.
Then, by its own power the seed sprouts and grows until harvest
time. The Miracles of Jesus also confirm that the Kingdom has
already arrived on earth: “If I cast out devils by the finger of
God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.” Before all
things, however, the Kingdom is clearly visible in the very Person
of Christ, the Son of God and the Son of Man, who came “to serve
and to give His life as a ransom for many.” (Chapter 1, no. 5)
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very special Kind ofsgn or symbol. An ordinary symbol
s something concrete (something we can perceve wit
our senses) that poiars to another relity: For cxample,
1 st0p sgn uss shape,color, and a word 10 it the
idea of stoppiag. However, the stop sign does not caue
a driver 0 stop. Let's say you school mascot is 4 ti-
s iligoce midvit

1. People from all over the world come together in
the Church to be united to God. In the Holy Spir-
itythe Church i oined to Jesus, who takes us to the

Because we come togethe in the Catholc Church,
the Church is aso a sign of the unity ofall human-

e for pesce. L

i

Aacrament s aso  symbol,but one different from

and embodiestheveryrelitythat i sepresens. Henee, 3

cach othee The Chusch is a sign that poiats to that
finalunion.

God uses the Church 55 an instrument to bring
sbout Salvation to the eatire world. Morher Tere-

ierpresents
“Thus it is accurte o say tha Jesus i e prime suc-

benself as 3 pencil in
God's hand. The Church is aso an nstrument God
wes o bring sbout the uniy, Salvation, and holi-
s he desire for all his people. Here is where the

God. He ot only symbolizes Gods love;he s Gods
love. He s what he represes. He s the st and most
importat scrament of ll. "Whoever s secn e has
secn the Fathe” (Ja 149). He makes concrte Gods
Tove for s, Jesus takes us t the Father by remainiog
with s in is By the Church,

seven individual sacraments come into play. They
arc the special signs that help bring God's saving
love to us. They ot only point o the spiriual reli-
tiesof Salvation—healing, forgiveness, communion
with God, and the ike—but they also ctully bring

den but very active by the powe of the Holy Spirit
A sacrament;because itis  mystery has both visible
and invisible aspects o i This i trae of the Seven Sac-
raments: each sacrameat s visible or outward sign of
Gods grace. Sacraments both point t 2 spiritual eality
‘and actally bring it about. For example, the Eucharist
Risen Lord and

s signs.

People of God (ccc, 7af-725 802604
war-e54)

Pepl of Gl i othet description ofthe Church
from the Catecbiom, The People of God is marked by

one another, it really accomplishes i. When we receve
the consecrated bread and wine—the Body and Blood
of Christ—we come into eal union with the Lord and
are united n bim with one another.

“This term sacrament alo applies o the Church.Be-
cause of the presence of Jesus and his Holy Spist in the
Church, it 00 # sacrament,  meeting place of Heaven
and carth It  specia signthat both contains and com-

1. Itisof God, ot the property of any one people.
2. One becomes a member ofthis Peopl not by physi-

3
7
children of God.
5. The Law the People of God ae obliged o follow is
the new liw oflove: 0 love 15 Chis loved.”

musicats the invisble, divine eality to which it pois.

A famous quote from the Second Vatcan Counclsys

it s way: “The Church i Chiistis ke a scrament—

the arth and the lightofthe world, beacon of Sal-
vation for all.
ik

——

and of unity among all mer
the Church, No 1, quoted n CCG,775).
‘Three important truths sce revesled here by our un-

“The People of God are those who are baptized and
acknowledge that Jesus Chiist i Lord and Savior This

derstanding of C1

Resources

More Descriptions of Church
(pages 100-105)

Objectives

In this lesson, the students will:

list and explain the images of Church as Sacrament,
People of God, Body of Christ, and Temple of the
Holy Spirit.

recognize that mystery and sacrament are intimately
connected.

describe the tasks and challenges of the Church as
People of God.

explain the image of the Church as the Body of Christ.
describe how the Church is the Temple of the Holy
Spirit.

@ Preview

‘This text section is likely to be challenging to students

because the images used are quite abstract. For some
students, they may also be unfamiliar. The section also
provides an opportunity to review and reinforce some of
the lessons on the Trinity and the Holy Spirit taught in the
previous chapter.

@ Bell Ringers

@ Internet Links see www.avemariapress.com

Resources

@ Printed Materials

University Press, 1992.

Burns, Robert A., O.. Roman Catholicism: Yesterday and Today. Chicago: Loyola

Direct Instruction: Check the students’ answers to
the For Review questions on page 100. Collect and
record as appropriate.

Class Activity: Randomly assign each student the
name of a classmate. Have them write a description
of the person they have been assigned to, beginning
with vague points (“He has brown hair.”) and
ending with more specific points (“She volunteers
at the homeless shelter once per month.”). Then,
have a few students read their descriptions out loud.
Ask the class whether that description completely
describes the person. Point out that no matter how
we try, we can never completely capture a person in
words. In the same way, descriptions of the Church
are an attempt to convey the reality of the Church, but
they can never completely capture the complexity or
beauty of the Church.

Good analysis of some contemporary developments in the Church by looking at the
history of the past four centuries. Balanced treatment.
Cunningham, Lawrence S. The Catholic Faith: An Introduction. New York: Paulist
Press, 1987.
A college-level text that provides a sound introduction to the Catholic faith.
Dues, Greg. Catholic Customs & Traditions: A Popular Guide. Revised and expanded
edition. Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third Publications, 1992.

o Writing Assignment: Have students turn to the For
Reflection feature on page 105. Read about the two
images presented in the quotations from St. Boniface
and the Catechism. Have the students create five other
similes to describe the Church as they see it. Have the

students share their similes in groups or as a class.
Make sure your school library has a copy of this book. You may wish to assign "
short research projects out of it and similar books. ’TeaChl ng Approaches
Dulles, Avery, S.J. Models of the Church. Expanded edition. Garden City, NY: Image .
Books, 1991.
A classic work on ecclesiology. If there is one book to read on this topic, this is it.
continued on page 109

Writing Assignment: Have the students develop
an outline of the main points of the subsection “The
Church Is a Sacrament” (pages 100-102). When
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they have completed the assignment, allow them to
get into pairs to compare their outlines and clarify
any misunderstandings.

Direct Instruction: Note the definition of sacrament ein conseened I bt ety swell. i acton—s communiy dhat cnually

Therefore, each person n Christ’s Church lives it fith, hope, and love. A loving

aity
on page 104 and the connection to mystery. Also e o e gy e v . ot o e gt i e
point out how a sacrament is an ious symbol. R Sl e 8 s e
Have the students share an example. Ask the students Ol o e ghaet e D sy okl e
to explain how the term “sacrament” applies to both e et R o i i
Jesus andthe Chtrch, ;i 5 521 e . e ey b

T gy o] s 2 Gl e

Class Discussion: Have the students name the : x T
especillytheleatinourmidet Caholics

Seven Sacraments. For each, have them write the y tht st imitate Chrit, who washed. his
dncplerfotatthe Last Supper andgave

symbols used to celebrate the sacrament and the e L
important reality each symbol represents. (See Mesage especilly when C:
) i ord nd decd. Even n todays word  hat Jeus wlked—a way of bedience,
below for a basic chart.) of mass éommemaications, some. prople siupliit, povery, sne self-seeificiog
; s R sl it have ot heard the Good News of God’s love eve o death
Discuss waysin wirsy e o Cho e b st Wi Wontl i o bl &0+
bring about a new reality as well as showing the only in' gubled way The Church must  mision tht God gives us eveything:

never cease o prochim that Jesus s our very lfe and all the many gifs he

reality that exists. Ask the students to identify how Lot

midst hat we must repent,beleve, and  praise, adoration, and gratinude. When

the Church fits into this framework based on the text. urgea ceebraton Sehuit T ok g kv b o e ol
They should identify a united people as the symbols e o dp i e Sl g s ok
of Heaven, salvation, and communion with God. bty hene o i essolei
Direct Instruction: Focus on the text section “The

People of God” (pages 101-103). Introduce the @The Teaching of the Documents
characteristics of the People of God on page 101. . AL
Group Discussion: Form four groups for a jigsaw
discussion. Give each group responsibility for
detailing ways that teenagers can best handle the four
tasks and challenges of being a People of God on
pages 102-103: message, community, service, and
worship. Encourage them to make their suggestions
specific to their peer groups. When they finish, have
one member from each group join members from
each of the other groups to form a group of four.
Have them share with their small group what was S— — -
discussed in their larger group. Baptism Water, salt, chrism New life in grace
Direct Instruction: The description of the Church
as the “Body of Christ" may be more familiar to the
students. Point out the various types of examples Eucharist Bread and wine Nourishment, unity with Jesus
included in this section (e.g., vine, 1 Cor 12:12—13;
Christ as the Bridegroom).

Writing Assignment: Have the students examine Matrimony Vows Union in marriage
St. Paul’s treatment of the Church in his letters. Refer
to the Knowing Christ through Scripture feature on Holy Orders Imposition of hands Priesthood in the Church
page 104. Have students read each passage and
answer the questions on notebook paper. Collect
and review their responses as a class.

Guest Speaker: Arrange for a guest speaker from i
the school counseling department to speak to Extending the Lesson

students about talents and challenges in the areas Group Discussion: Catholic Relief Services is the international aid or-
of academics and career. Ask the speaker to give ganization for the Catholic Church. They have an excellent website (www.crs
students some concrete advice about recognizing .org), which is frequently updated. Catholic Relief Services is an impressive
and developing their interests and talents, such as example of how the Church is a force for love and peace in the world today.
thinking outside the box and listening to the feedback Duplicate one or two articles from the site that illustrate the Church’s pres-
of others while still being true to their own desires. ence in Asia, Africa, or South America and have students react to them in
Journal Assignment: In response to the speaker or groups.

the

—Dogmatic Consitution o the Church, No.7.

Penance Confession, absolution Forgiveness, reconciliation

Confirmation Imposition of hands Full life in the Holy Spirit

Anointing of Sick | Anointing, oil Healing of spirit and body
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“work of the public”) God's work of Sabation takes
plce in th lnurgy specially in the Eucharst, which
both celebates and creates the Church. Liurgy is the
soutc of our union with the Lord and cach other. It s
the wellspring of our lov. It nspirs s to
be other Chiiss, “to become in deed what
we proclaim in creed”

Body of Christ (ccc. 787-79%;
805-808)

Wele il apecoce he e o
4 goup oming gt el v

for  common gosl, or o support one an-
other aftr 3 tragedy. Human soldaricy s
important. Common and shared efforts by
2 group of ike-minded people can accom-
plish much; on the other hand, each in-
dividual has  role to play with his or her
unique talente.

The Chusch s also 2 communion of
peaple with God, 2 “mystical commrion,”
the Body of Christ. At the Last Supper
Jesus used this vivid image: T am the vine,

15:5). The vine gives I 1 it branches
s Christ gives lf to his disciple. By the
power of the Holy Spii,Jous is united
losly with the Church. Thisuniy is achicved ina spe-
il way in the holy Enchars. Through he Euchais,
hrst ives in us and we in him, We recive the Body
1nd Blood of Chrst Jess to ke him int the workd o
other

“The Body of Cheistimager for the Charch was also
e by S Pal When Pal (who v o kw33
Saul befor his conversion) was on his way to Damas
cus o pencente Chrstians the Risen Lord sppeated 0
i and ssked,“Sau, S,

baptized into one body, whethe Jews or Greeks,
slaves o fre persons, and we were all given 0
drink of one Spiit. (1 Cor 12:12-13)

(Chst i the head ofthis body, the Church. We are

s members. Baptism incorporates us into the Body.
of Chis. The Holy Spirit unites us into  singl body.
where each of us s an important rol to phy regard-
less of ace, colo, nationalcy and sex. Beiog a part of
‘Christ's Body,the Chorch, stresses th grea digity, val-
. and worth esch of us has. St. Paulalso wrote, Now.
etk oy od il o (1 Cox
12:27), Because of inked 10 one am(h:v
e P o i

am Jesus, whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:4-5).
By hunting doen followers of Chs, e had been per-
secuting the Lord hirself. Manyyears afte his conver-
son, Paul wroteto the Chaisian converts in Cornth:

‘people.“Christ and his Ch ke up
et (06,795
Each Catholic i important (o the health of the

as an assignment on its own, have students journal
about what they envision their role to be within the
Body of Christ. What do they have to offer the world
on behalf of the Church? What special skills do they
bring to spreading the Good News?

Class Discussion: Check the students’ progress
on the log of sufferings they have experienced in
the past few days (from the Homework Assignment
on page 100). Point out that there are often
lessons in suffering, which are missed if we simply
push through it or try to ignore it. Acceptance of
unavoidable suffering helps us to be at peace even
in the midst of pain. Some students may reveal
exceptionally difficult or risky situations in response
to this assignment. Be prepared to respond and refer
the student to professional resources if appropriate.
Direct Instruction: Review with the students their
notes on the Holy Spirit from Chapter 3. Then read
or summarize the text subsection “Temple of the
Holy Spirit” (page 105).

Extending the Lesson

Journal Assignment: Have the students write
in their journals about the gifts they see in themselves.
Bramstorm ﬁrs( with students about “categories” of gifts:

1 hip, physical, musical/artistic, moral,

Bodyof Christ »
e techr, balr, s, adminisrtors, s 1o
.

g it has many pars, and
all the parsofthe by, though many e onc:

o
actians. Thoagh we are onc with Jesus, b i seil distinct
from us. e s th s the C

body soslso Christ. Fo

etc. Facilitate a discussion with the students about what
they are doing to develop their gifts.

Work with students on the difference between a
practical, logical approach to recognizing gifts and the
spiritual process of discerning gifts. Discerning involves
praying in an open manner, asking God to reveal some-
thing to us. Encourage students to take some time in
prayer as a way of recognizing their own, perhaps hidden,
gifts to the world. Affirm the validity of both the practical
and the spiritual app ; they are compl Y
not mutually exclusive.

Atruly Christian exercise of gifts involves consciously
acknowledging that our gifts have been given to us by God
the Father and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
to develop and share them. Have students reread the as-
signed text concerning Jesus’ commissioning for public
ministry. Lead a prayer dedicating the classes’ gifts to God
and asking for strength. The prayer could be:

God,
Thank you for the gifts and talents you have given me,
Both recognized and yet unknown.

For Enrichment
: Please give me the courage and generosity
Smden! Presentation: Have students attend Mass in a parish that To develop my gifts and share them with those around
serves an immi lation or a with a different ethnic me.
background from theu‘ own. Have the students prmnt to the class their Send me mentors and examples
observations about similari d differences in their worship To show me how I can use them to serve you.
1 ask this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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KNowiNG CHRIST THROUGH SCRIPTURE

Background Information

More on the Sacramental Character of the Church
In The Face of Christ in the Face of the Cburcb (available online at www
.vatican.va/roman_curi; rc_con_csaints
.doc_20021210_martins- mslo-de—cnslo en.html), the sacramentality of the
Church and the role of the People of God are explained this way:
The Dogmatic Constitution Lumen gentium begins by affirming two
basic teachings: “Christ is the light of all nations. Hence this most
sacred Synod, which has been gathered in the Holy Spirit, eagerly
desires to shed on all men that radiance of his which brightens the
countenance of the Church. This it will do by proclaiming the Gospel
to every creature” (Lumen gentium, n. 1). The Conciliar document
emphasizes the sacramental character of the Church: she “in Christ,
is a kind of sacrament or sign of intimate union with God, and of
the unity of all mankind.” In speaking of the People of God, the text
returns to this concept: “God . . . has established . . . the Church,
that for each and all she may be the visible sacrament of this saving
unity” (ibid., n.9). (2)
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Temple of the Holy Spirit (CCC, 747;
797-801;809-810)

T Holy Spirtdwells nthe Church,the Bodyof
Chst to give i . He i present i the Risen Lord
Jesus, the head of the Body of Christ, and in each in-
dividol membes The Holy S i the sou of the

is*the sacrament ofthe Holy Trinity’s communior with
s (CQC, 747); tht i, because the Holy Spric dwells

sbout God's presence and his union with his people. The
Church i th place in which God's people ae uaited to
‘God and become ‘perfect,jut 15 yous heavenly Father.
i perfect” (Mt 5:48). The Church is a people brought
into ity from the uaity of the Fither, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit’(CCC, 810).

“The Holy Spirit works through the Church and it
mermbers to continue the work of Salvation. The Spirit
s the sacraments, holy Seriptur, and various graces

the Magiserium t build up the Body of Chist

For Review Answers (page 105)

1

A sacrament is an outward sign of an invisible grace.
Both Christ and his Church are sacraments because
they are visible and tangible, they point us and draw
us toward a reality that is invisible, and because in
themselves they hold that reality—God's presence in
the world.

‘The Church, as the People of God, must preach the
Gospel message, be active in the community, serve

in the Charch,the Charch boh symbolize and brings
others, and worship God.

The Church is the Body of Christ because of the
close unity members share with Christ and with one

| another. The image of the body reminds us of the
diversity among members, such as arms, legs, and
eyes, while at the same time maintaining unity through
our source, Christ. Our union with Christ gives us the
guidance and strength to do many things we would be
unable to accomplish on our own.
The Church is the Temple of the Holy Spirit because
by the Spirit’s presence the Church is a source of
grace to the world. The Holy Spirit works through the
Scripture, gifts, and graces to transform
the members of the Church and to make the Kingdom
of God present.

2
comnisson.

3
Chrstan?
4. Howls the Chuch the Temple ofthe Holy Spi?

For Reflection
Considet the following two quotations:

t02bandon ship but0 keep her cn her course
St Boniface (ca 640-754)

Ther i
the maon.all s ight reflected fiom the sun

— Catechism of the Cathole Church 735

@ Homework Assignment

Complete the journal log of experiences of la

Complete the For Review questions on page
Read the text section “Membership and Mini
(pages 106-112).

Continue working with classmates on As:
Assignments (pages 121—122). Also, continue

Extending the Lesson

Group Discussion: Divide the class into small groups. Ask students to develop a list of qualities and behaviors that a school would have
if it was truly functioning as a Christian community. Have them include all members of the ity in their list: teachers,
parents, and coaches, as well as students. What do they see as their school’s greatest strengths? What do they see as the areas where the school
needs to grow? What can they do about the areas of growth? Invite students to make a commitment to take one step toward bringing about
better community, by either affirming a strength that already exists or addressing a weakness. Have students report on their commitments at
a future date.
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Membership and Ministries
in the Church (pages 106-112)

Objectives

In this lesson, the students will:
compare and contrast teams or clubs and the
Church.
define the terms hierarchy, laity and consecrated,
and religious life.
explain the requirements for being a member of the
Church.
describe the roles of Church as priest, prophet, and -
king and apply them to the life of the Church today. o M_er{\be_fs'[ip‘&; QLS Sty el
identify misunderstandings about the teaching of il b S
s i urch (ccc 871-873; i

papal nalibily. sl L e
@ Preview P e o

once 3 member,what privieges and e-

This section introduces students to the structure of Sommrdd i

the Church and members’ participation in the life of the Church aethos bapized Chrsians

Church. Information on the role of the hierarchy, laity, Snibapelpeatias

and vowed religious forms a foundation for later work on (5 Tp e e i e

vocation and answering God’s call in one’s own life. The ooy e

section describing the roles of priest, prophet, and king e R

merit particular care, since students may not be aware Lrbidezali scconding tothei sitvation in . Those in merated o raligious e
of their participation in those roles and need encourage- Il . e e e e bt i ot
ment to see the practical implications for their lives.  elmelediied R ity
T s

Extending the Lesson

Guest Speaker: Invite 2 member of a religious order to speak to the
class. Ask the speaker to talk about his or her discernment of religious voca-
tion, the difference between men and women religious and diocesan priest-
hood (the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, community life) and the
work they currently engage in.

Background Information

Electing a New Pope

When a pope dies there is a period of mourning. The cardinals from
around the world gather in Rome and seclude themselves during the selec-
tion process. A secret vote is taken. If there are not enough votes to select a
new pope, the ballots are mixed with straw and then burned; the gray smoke
escapes through a special chimney. When a new pope has been selected, the
ballots are burned alone, producing a white smoke for the crowd waiting
outside. The new pope chooses a name and appears at a window, blessing the
crowd. This event played out in April 2005 with the passing of Pope John Paul
11 and the election of Pope Benedict XVI.
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5 Bell Ringers
*  Direct Instruction: Check the students’ answers to
e T —— the For Review questions on page 105. Pay particular
il bl They e e oy eyt Jemus Chre the High attention to the students’ understanding about the

wimess t the Londs union with b Piest. Jeus brought Godto s and ke :
Chh md phvr iy e L Church as Body of Christ.
hat Gods Sabvaon s taking phce in s Death and Resurction i goif- student : call on

Pr )

our midst, Other distnctve taits of p
those in consecrated life ar their public  Hloly Spiric He is th perfet medistor from small groups working on Ongoing Assignment
of poverty chastity nd obedience ther _ter o Hebrews says of Jesus, the Son of 5 (small service project, page 121) to report on

pofosion f the evangaical couaseybetwesn God an humunkind. The b

comismeat 1 i cibbuation; Gk fie

o e b igh i their 8roUp’s progress. Record on the hoar(! some of
i S the experiences the students have had to this point.

with our weaknescs, but one
fee o i i sl Guest Speaker: Invite a catechumen or recent
‘hare n Chrith ol s et PP, evry s e withoutsin. So .

e fexcing) i gy o) > Sy o he neophyte to speak with the class on (1) why they
ninisties s all emential for buildingup  {1one of grace to receive mercy

i Body and g s v, o g or iy . chose to enter into full communion with the Catholic
il e i Church, (2) the qualifications for membership in the

i shse thin offies i sl vt By “Thgh s sy B
Bepticm, you thr n the presiood of i v (5 Hity Ol by ;
O T e s T R R Church, and (?) the occasions when he or she first
:“;"\’"f:j;’:;"f::;f‘;_:;;:‘;f;f’:f 1o holines. We are great in God's yes felt welcomed in the Catholic Church.
iy by beoring wimeses of Chrieh s
o theword Aod i your vt
iy . e o Ceslh g oty e
Jin withthe ry- 3 z

alyofhis sffeing o the cos

Euch ofthes miities s camined

g school work, Gty 1, proyes
iovalvement i sports and oths -
in more deal i he subsecions et reyiona civie,ad evn your dis-
follow. appointments to Christ. When offered

: wchasist, the ac-
Priest

S i
ood; s work of mncifiation. Joms -
0 o o ino Fiendeip with

e Bl T t g 0 i of
love and oo When e founded the - Sy
Chisch, b fomed 1 pricdly pepl to
bring Sulvton t0the ende ofte eath.
Our veaton a1 members of Chiisth
oy i o help bring et Chris,

Whicis s eiess At e i i e coutag
o oo o pre A i OF oyt Kimse i
Fenmciets God Apisepepeope ofove

@Printed Materials continued from page 103

Haughton, Rosemary. The Catholic Thing. Springfield, IL: Templegate, 1997.
Rosemary Haughton is one of the most brilliant and insightful Catholic theologians on the scene today. This book will give you a sense of what it means
to be a Catholic while preserving the notion of Church as mystery.

Higgins, Gregory C. Twelve Theological Dilemmas. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1991.
One of the issues Higgins addresses in this fine book is a chapter related to Christianity and world religions. Includes a great deal of background
information to elicit views on both sides of twelve issues.

Koch, Carl. 4 Popular History of the Catholic Church. Winona, MN: St. Mary’s Press, 1997.
Easy-to-read overview of Church history.

Kresta, AL Why Do Catholics Genuflect? Ann Arbor, MI: Servant Books, 2001.
The Catholic radio broadcaster answers questions asked about Catholic beliefs, practices, and customs. Popular apologetics.

Madrid, Patrick. Pope Fiction: Answers to 30 Myths and Misconceptions about the Papacy. San Diego, CA: Basilica Press, 1999.

McBrien, Richard. The Church: The Evolution of Catholicism. San Francisco: HarperOne, 2009.
Fr. McBrien offers a thorough ination of the study of i with a special treatment on the Second Vatican Council.

0'Collins, Gerald, S.J., and Mary Venturini. Believing: Understanding the Creed. New York/Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1991.
Theological and personal reflections on the Apostles’ Creed. Engaging style where the authors react to each other’s insights. Fr. 0Collins is a noted
theologian; Mary Venturini is a journalist and mother.

Perko, Michael, S.J. Catholic & American: A Popular History. Huntington, IN: Our Sunday Visitor, Inc., 1989.
Relies heavily on Hennesey and Dolan, but also contains many interesting and novel insights. Fr. Perko, a professor of educational history, sketches
some wonderful portraits of leading American Catholics, notably, Junipero Serra, Charles Carroll, John Carroll, Sister Blandina Segale, John Ryan, and
Dorothy Day.

Pichler, Tony, and Chris Broslavick. Service Projects for Teens: 20 Plans that Work. Dayton, OH: Hi-Time/Pflaum, 2001.

Rasmussen, Martha. The First 2000 Years: A Popular Survey and Study Guide to Church History. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2003.

continued on page 118
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OTeaching Approaches

Class Discussion: Facilitate a discussion about
what it means to belong to a specific community.
For example, when people belong to a team, they
show up for practices together, share the goal of
winning and improving as players, follow the coach’s
instructions, and try to do their best to conmbute

1F you should marry, the love you have for your
spouse will be united to Jesusin the Sacrament of Mat-
rimony: Your marrage can be a great source of hliness.
IRe it it &

{ature Chureh in which moms and dads have 1 unique
minitr o lesd their childen o the pathofholines.
L

to the team. Some players are more
than others, but they are all members of the Ieam

cerain ministries. For cxample,they can read the Holy
Scripture 1t Mass or serve s special ministers of the
oly Escharie

i

Have the students compare Church l
with membership on a team or in a club. What are
the similarities? What are the differences? Refer the
students to the privileges and responsibilities of
Church membership on pages 106107 of the text.
Point out that:
¢ Similarities include friendship, common goals and

activities, the opportunity to be coached and to im-

prove skills and abilities, potential for disciplinary

action, etc.

Differences include the lack of divinely inspired

leadership and the goals of competing and win-

ning.
Individual Assignment: Quiz the students on the
roles in the Church: hierarchy, laity, and consecrated
life. Have students number a sheet of paper 1-10.
Have the students identify which of the three groups
each of the following falls into (answers are on page
111 of this text):

Pope

Fr. [insert name of a priest they know]

married couples

deacons

monks

young children

nuns

Bishop [insert name of the local bishop]

hermits

. you, the teacher

ablished the ministeral The

3 Mother Teresa of

A ctoe it ‘Holy Orders

“The ministerial priesthood serves the common pries-
hood and s dicete at nfolding the baptismal grace of
ll Chritans. It s the means by which Chiis bilds up
and leads his Church.

“The Churchis ruling office shows the way to serve:
Chist with humilcy aod love.
ofthe bishops and their coworkee priests o espond to

e he Euchi

oweves, it is the role

ovan, who left  comfortable lfe o serv the poor in EI
Sulvadar. For her prophetic witness, she and the reli
gious sisters were maryred.
“The Pope, bishops, and prists have ben given  spe-
l pophes ke Tt ke i dply conmecidwith
Church Tradition. Jesus gave the Church the duty o
teach authearically and prochim truthfuly the Gospel

help the poor and outcast, and forgie sns in his name.

Prophet

868697 636-939, 04-906, 35, 942

Because Baptism gives us @ share in Chris’s tesch
ing (prophetic) ministry cach member of the Church
is called 0 be a prophet, that i, one who prochims the
Gospel in both word and deed, Teens ulfil this pro-

phetc call in many ways. For example, n opportunity 108, §ove

may presn itelf when  pect wonders why you do not

both Scriprure and Traditon. The word
eradition means “handing on.” When he established the
Church on Pete,Jesus himself promised to be with his
Church in 3 special way until the end of ime. As the
founder Jesus s the source of ministry in the Church,
He is the one who gives the Church its authoriy,mis-
sion,orienttion, and goal
At the same time, Chais established 3 hiccarchy of
leadenhip to guarantee that the essatial jobs of teach-
ening, and sanctificaion would rake place in
his Church, The hierarchy s scred leadership that re-
rd himelE The

speaks volumes. L

d deacons do not act on their

form of Gospel )\nuhmg S Prani of A s el

Po
own authoricy: They continue the service of Peter and

ited with saying, “Preach . Use words
i necessary”

of Salvasion. Thei role i o preserve authentic radition
3 h

In y aspe-
cial way by tining to be s catechistor religion wacher.
1f you become a parent, you will ave the resporsibil

ity to passon the Good News of Jezus to your cildren.

e Pope has 2 unique role in the Church because
e s the successorof Peec. e is a symbol of unity and
s primacy over the whole Church. The Holy Father s
the Vicar of Christ. W b Chis’s

Of the arth (see Me 26:19-20). Thi makes us all
sionasies. The history of Chisinity

Jesuits

Franciscans
Dominicans
Benedictines
Crosiers

Christian Brothers
Resurrection
Sisters of St. Joseph

aftr Peter prochimed that Jesus is the
in ofthe Living God:

models of how to preach Christ

For Enrichment

Individual Assignment: Assign students to research one religious
order. Some possibilities are:

Students should research the founder, the particular charism of the
order, their current work, and their projected future. This can also be an
opportunity for students to learn about the challenge of supporting elderly
members of religious orders as numbers of religious decrease across the
country.
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e Direct Instruction: Continue with the text
subsection “Priest” on pages 107-108. Make sure
to explain the differences between the Christ-given

Blesed ax you, Simon son of Beumenical councit The Pope and

Jonah. For flcsh and blood has o s e Cotgeof

Bishops. The bishops must truthflly

preach the Gospel n union with the

Pope and exch other. The bishops

authority comes from Chiist and

the ate ofthe necherworkd shal can only be cxrcised in union with

ot prevai against it L wil ive the Popesnce he is Peer'ssucessor

you the ke o the ingdom of and the hesd of the Collge o Bish-

e, Whatever you bind on ops. Ecumentcal (worldvid) coun

carth shall be bound in heavers il bring the Pope and bishops -

e you b ether The

shall be loosed in bewven. (Me Pope has 3 spcil ol 1 thesgn of

1617-19) unity when the bishopsspee s one.

Asthe Bishop of Rome, etes suc-

cssor must b ving sign of iy

prophetic (teaching) tole in the follow o Cauio or the teercl Churcy

s g both for the bishops'and all God's

1. Magiuerial taching The Pope snd People. Hs wice with the bishops”

bihopsusally teachthroughtheor- s Chaists own voice teaching the
dinary Magiserum of the Church
Recalthat Magierium efrs o the
teuing oficeof e Chuch. The

sk of the Magisteium s to pro- 6 the end of time. Thercfore, when

o oy o ] i

loveand serviceandse 10 the prop= and monle,the Church s inilli-

e sdninistation of the sacruments e, Infliilty meanstht  cexin

‘The Pope and bishops exercse their

Guidd by the Holy S the Col-
e found in encyclicals, pastoral e legeof Bshops, i

e, sermons, and the fike. Because A excrcise the gif n
Chit gave he hirarchy the right (<hng about or potecing Chris
e . tvelaron on mattr of bl o morl
snt o magisteial teaching through 0 The do this in 8 pocal way when
e ing o oo tey gathes ogehe and each withthe

Symbol of the Church:
Keys of the Kingdom

y
of i

history of this symbol.

Roles in the Church Answers (page 110 of the TWE)

memrdly

Extending the Lesson

vocation (call) to Holy Orders and the vocation of all

the baptized to holiness. Explain to students some of

the functions that currently belong to:

*  ordained priests: celebrating the sacraments of
Eucharist and Penance; being pastor of a parish.

ordained priests and deacons: preaching at Sun-
day liturgies; witnessing the Sacrament of Matri-
mony; administering the Sacrament of the Sick.
bishops: administering the sacraments of Holy
Orders and Confirmation; being the pastor of a
diocese.

lay people: under special circumstances, admin-

istering the Sacrament of Baptism; participating in

the Sacrament of Matrimony.
Point out that bishops, for example, can perform
all the functions of lay people (except to receive
the Sacrament of Matrimony) but that lay people
cannot perform the functions reserved for priests or
bishops.
Writing Assignment: Review the concept of the
family as the domestic Church. Ask students to
list ways in which parents can help their children
to develop a strong faith in God. Ask them also to
describe strategies that they think are not helpful
in encouraging faith or that were appropriate when
they were younger but are not as effective today. How
would they try to pass their faith on to their own
children?

Prayer Experience: One role of a priest s to be a mediator between God and people. An important way in which all people can perform
this function is by praying for one another. Place a box for prayer intentions in the classroom. Invite students to place prayer intentions in the
box. Some students may place confidential intentions in the box that they would not mention aloud in class. Include prayer for the intentions
in the box into class prayer. If the school has a chapel, the intentions could be transferred to a place in the chapel on a regular basis. Periodi-
cally invite students to share answers to prayer, to encourage and affirm the serious role of interceding for one another.

4 The Church: The Body of Christ




e Direct Instruction: Continue with the text
subsection “Prophet” (pages 108-110). Explain
the three ways listed in the text that the pope and

bishops exercise their prophetic teaching: Bt el oI & e ot el e
s = ual ishops can o prochim Chiiss lc of some dvine o Catholc ruth i

+ Magisterial teaching tescing inillibly when theyteich col- e
lectively around the workd,avays united Tfullibilty doss not mean tha the
: i i 1o the Holy Facher Pope s fee from s or mistakes, e s
*  Ecumenical councils Pusel iy b0t s et il s e e
it il gife given o the Pope a8 the su- 1o fit,for cxample, if he wer 1 pro-
+  Infallibility e Lt SN ks b e
furch, He exeries this giftwhen he  debte o confic between two ratons.

i tcxches o cubdrs (fom the chai” The Pope proral opiions, ke ary-
Question the students on each of these areas and of S P, tha i wing i i one ety ca e e, oy e

have them explain more about their meanings. e i o

D cent iustmetion;ghointouijthe dlysiratinyof oY e o o e v e
the “keys of the kingdom” on page 109. Explain trine petining to fith or morls, and _confision among belevers, The purpose
to students that the references to the keys and W bl
to binding and loosing refer to the Sacrament of e B e e e e
Penance. Through this sacrament, God has given R e e i i

clergy the grace to forgive sins through the power of B ke UL G
Ui HAy e ol e b D
Class Discussion: Have students summarize 4 King s one who is e, rgen,and
the text, clarifying their understanding of papal { ey e
infallibility. Question the students as to their P b

understanding of which teachings of the Magisterium LSy iibid oyl g
o S “Th ol purpose for the Churchs
would be candidates for infallibility. For example, et
“Jesus is fully human and fully divine” is a matter i o z?.:‘:“c"::«ﬁ:';;‘;‘:;;:::“m“.::
of faith; the Pope’s position on a specific war being A% o Cetolo i e i men
) s of Ch Body.Cathalicsgve -
fought in the world would not be. A spectful obedicace o these Church laws,
26wl ¢ 0 thelegitimate commands of

the Popeand bishps.
Jeus, the Good Shepherd s the
model of the kingly e taken on by
Holy Spirt and ot e i sty k- Charch leadrs: | am the good shep.

e

lible satements. Recal that an obstnate  for the sheep” (Jn 10:11). At the Lase

Background Information

The Relationship between the Laity and the Ordained
The Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (Lumen Gentium) address-
es the connectedness between the laity and the ordained:

Though they differ from one another in essence and not only in
degree, th priesthood i d the ministerial
or hierarchical priesthood are nonetheless interrelated: each
of them in its own special way is a participation in the one
priesthood of Christ. The ministerial priest, by the sacred power
he enjoys, teaches and rules the priestly people; acting in the
person of Christ, he makes present the Eucharistic sacrifice,
and offers it to God in the name of all the people. But the faithful,
in virtue of their royal priesthood, join in the offering of the
Eucharist. They likewise exercise that priesthood in receiving
the sacraments, in prayer and thanksgiving, in the witness of a
holy life, and by self-denial and active charity. (Chapter I, no.
10)

OUR CATHOLIC FAITH TEACHER’S WRAPAROUND EDITION




Supper he told his Apostles, I 1, therefore, the master
and teacher,have washed your fct, you ought to wash
one anothers feet” (J 13:14). Humble service, even
unto death, i the idea for those exercising authority in
the Church.

sl share in Christs kingly minis-
try. Catholics are t0 engage in works ofself-denial (for

xample fasting) o help become masers of sin in our-
seves and n the world sround us, Laypeople arealo to
engage in works of justice to help exend God's King-
dom on earth. When imited by bishope or pricts, they

R
6 ey B, e e o g
Charch can funetion more smoothly

wExplaining Your Faith

Gan non-Catholics get to Heaven? (CCC, 846-848)

Jesus Chvst s present in his Body,the Church.

‘The Church teaches that honest seekers after

ha

way:
s there any other name under heaven glven tothe

&
atheists wh, "ithout blame on their part. have,
butwho

bim the
Church Crvist will
becauselt s the

“The Holy Spit

Konow it

Jests i 1t hat pople ncd it and
Baptism (Jn33). Bec

and God in b’ (1 1n416).

“that

thiough Jesus Christ, land) would refuse 10 enter

recognize and accept the necessity o the Church
forSalvation

No.14).

(Gospel preached o them? Or what about those

reecting Chist himself,esus himselfaught,"Who-
Whoever rejects

be saved?

‘onewho sent me” (LK 10:16)

Class Activity: Distribute copies of the following
quotation or post it on the board. Suggest that this
statement is a response to the question “Is the Pope
infallible?” on an online questions forum like Yahoo!
Answers. “Yes, the Catholic Church teaches that
only the Pope is infallible. He is divinely inspired
so that everything he teaches is God's truth. This
is a manmade fallacy since the Pope is a sinner
like everyone else in the world. Everything that the
Catholic Church teaches is wrong since it comes
from a man.” Make sure the students can point out
the following misunderstandings:

The Pope is not the only one who can teach in-

fallibly. The College of Bishops, in union with the

Pope, can also exercise the gift of infallibility.

Everything the Pope teaches is not infallible. He
exercises the gift of infallibility when teaching ex
cathedra, as the pastor of the faithful, on matters
of faith and morals, and when he intends to use his
full authority in an unchangeable decision.

Yes, the Pope is not free from sin, but this does not
affect his ability to teach infallibly.

Infallible definitions are rare, so to reject the en-
tire Catholic Church’s Tradition based on the infal-
libility of the Pope is going too far.

Class Di: i ginning the text subsection on
“King” (pages 110—111) and the Church’s authority,
have the students consider the value of authority in
their lives, in their local communities (including
their families and schools), and in the world at
large. Ask the students to suggest examples in each
of these areas of the positive value of authority.

ﬁ Homework Assignment
1. Complete the For Review questions on pag
2. Read the text section “Marks of the Chureh’

Extending the Lesson

Class Activity: Have students enact a simulation of a Church council.
Select a topic of current Church concern for the council to consider, or se-
lect an issue that is under discussion at your school. Divide the class into
groups (“dioceses”) and select a “bishop” to come as a representative of
each group. Each small group will have a discussion, and then the “bishop™
will prepare to join the council. Remind the students that councils are a dis-
tinct form of democracy in that the bishops today are not elected. Bishops
‘may invite groups to advise them on an issue, but they are not bound by the
advice of these groups. Select a person to act as “Pope” and preside over the
council. Seat the “bishops” in the center of the room, and have them briefly
discuss the topic at hand. Conclude with a general discussion about how the
process is similar to how Church councils function.
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For Review Answers (page 112)

1. People can be members of the Church as hierarchy,
By popl, v o, The ierrcy chdes
‘priests, bishops, cardinals, and the Pope. Vowed: 1. Lt thethee categores of membershp nhe Church By descibe
religious have made solemn promises of poverty, e G
chastity, and obedience, and live as members of S
religious communities. Lay people are all married and A

single members of the Church.

Priestly ministry refers to the work of bringing people
to holiness, prophetic ministry involves teaching, and
kingly ministry refers to governance within the Body
of Christ. The members of the hierarchy have special
responsibility for these roles, but lay people share in
these privileges and responsibilities as well.

In Matthew 16:17-19 Jesus tells Peter “upon this rock
T will build my Church . . . T will give you the keys to
the kingdom of Heaven.”

Infallibility is the principle that when the Pope speaks
on essential matters of faith and morals, with the full
authority of his role, the Holy Spirit will protect him

Synori i e ; et

they also challenge the Church to v up.
o hes true identity They pont to Christ
and the Holy Spirt working in the

For Reflection

rch has four characier-
fstcs or marks to help us understand
more about wht the Church s, who
she includes, and what her mission
5. These. marks—one, holy, cath

Marks of the Church (pages 112- PhE Aol

i andapostic:

onbelievers to the Church.

116)

Objectives

In this lesson, the students will:
identify and explain the four marks of the Church. Extending the Lesson
recognize that the Blessed Trinity is the source of
unity in the Church.

explain that Christ and the saints are the model for
the Church’s holiness.

recall the four ways that the Church is catholic or
universal.

describe three ways the Church remains apostolic.

@ Preview

This text section explains the essential marks of the
Church as one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. The intro-
duction reminds us of the “already but not yet” nature of
the Kingdom; the Church is called to embody these four
qualities, but in reality is yet imperfect.

Class Activity: Explain to students that before the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, Mass was celebrated in Latin everywhere on earth. A Catholic could go to
Mass anywhere and experience essentially the same liturgy as in his or her
home country. The unity of expression was powerful; the disadvantage was
that few people understood Latin. If available, play a recording of liturgical
music recorded in another language.
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