TABLE OF CONTENTS

Foreword
The Bible . . .

THE OLD TESTAMENT

UNIT 1

IN THE BEGINNING

Creation of the World . . 16
Creation of the Angels ole K
Creation of Man . . . . . 23
UNIT II
SIN AND ITS EFFECTS
The Fall of Adam and Eve . 28
Cain and Abel. . . . . . 31
The Wickedness of Man 35
@he Flood i o @ 588
UNIT III

A SECOND BEGINNING
AND ITS FAILURE

The Sacrifice Offered by

Noe
The Sons of Noe . . . .
The Tower of Babel . . .

2-1519

44
45

UNIT 1V

THE TIME OF ABRAHAM

God’s Promise to Abraham
Melchisedech . . . . . .
The Cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah .
Abraham’s Sacrifice . . .
Isaac Marries Rebecca . .
Esau and Jacob
Jacob’s Ladder
Jacob’s Sons . 2
Joseph Explains Dreams o
Joseph Reunited with His
Brothers. . . . .
Jacob Goes to Egypt . . .

Chl
53

UNIT V
THE MAKING OF A NATION

The Rescue of Moses. . .
The Burning Bush . . . .
The Ten Plagues. . . . .
Crossing the Red Sea . .
The Ten Commandments .



The Golden Calf . . . . . 85
The Twelve Spies . . . . 89
A Wandering People . . . 91
The Death of Moses . . . 93

UNIT VI
IN THE PROMISED LAND

The Israelites Reach the

Promised Land . . . 97
The Fall of Jericho . . . 99
The Conquest . . . . . . 101
The Division of the Promised

PO IR S S 103
Gideon'v. s LL G el 105
Samson i s ool 107
Ruth=2:. . . . . o« o o o 109

UNIT VII

ISRAEL RULED BY KINGS

Samuel, the Last of the

Judges == .o 113
Sanl .. ... 000117
R O S 121
Polomon’ 1 . . ... 0125

UNIT VIII

GOD’S JUDGMENT
FALLS ON ISRAEL

The Division of the King-

lom™ LT, LY 130
(Toblasals=or S8 08 SR M 3T
el fomae o 568 50 135
Esther ot 0 - 137
JabS et S SR 139,
Eliag e s S es RS 143
Tsaias | o o 'a o - o o 145
Jeremias . . . . . . . . 147
EzechielfS et o s 149
Daniel e SN SR 15T
Janas SRR 5

UNIT IX:

ONCE MORE ISRAEL FINDS
FAVOR WITH GOD

The Return of the Exiles . 157

Aggeus and Zacharias . 159
Esdras and Nehemias. . . 161
Malachias . . . . . . . 165
The Machabees . . . . . 166

God and the Old Testament 167

THE NEW TESTAMENT

The Annunciation . . . . 175
The Visitation . . . . . . 177
The Birth of Jesus . . . . 179
The Shepherds . . . . . 181
The Presentation . . . . . 183

The Three Wise Men . .
The Flight into Egypt
Jesus Is Found in theTemple

185
187
189

Jesus Is Baptized . . . . 191
The Devil Tempts Jesus . . 193
The First Disciples . . . . 195

The Wedding Feast at Cana
The Sellers in the Temple

197
199

Jesus at Jacob’s Well. . . 201
The Miraculous Draught of
Fishes . ... ... 203

The Sermon on the Mount 205
The Son of the Widow of

Naim' e o oo o o0 209
The Sinful Woman at Si-

mon’s House . . . . 211
Calming the Tempest. . . 213

The Daughter of Jairus . . 215

The Miracle of the Loaves
and the Fishes . . . . 217

Jesus Walks on the Water 219



Jesus Tests the Faith of His

Followers . . . . . . 220

The Promise of the Blessed
Sacrament. . . . . . 223
Jesus and the Pharisees . . 225

Peter Is Made Head of the
Church
The Transfiguration
The Cure of the Man Born
Blind . . .
Jesus, the Good Shepherd

227
oo 229
231
235

The Good Samaritan . . . 237
Martha and Mary . . . . 239
The Our Father . . . . . 241
The Prodigal Son . . . . 245
The Ten Lepers . . . . . 247
The Pharisee and the Publi-
Can’. So it Lo sy 249
Christ Blesses the Little
Children N 251
The Rich Young Man. . . 253

The Raising of Lazarus from

theiGrave '\ it & 255
W acchaeus:. 'oiis Gl S 259
Mary Anoints the Feet of

Jesusintidy el aiaEs 261

The Triumphal Entry into

Jerusalem .
The Betrayal
The Washing of the Feet .
The Last Supper .
Prayer for His Followers .
The Agony in the Garden
Jesus before Annas and Cai-

phas
Peter Denies Jesus . . .
Jesus before Pilate .
Jesus Is Scourged . . .
“Behold the Man” . . .
On the Road to Calvary s
Jesus Dies on the Cross . .
The Burial
The Resurrection . . .
The Two Disciples . . .
Jesus Appears to the Apos-

The Ascension
The Descent of the Holy

Spirit .
The Catholic Church . .

263
265
267
270
273
276

281

. 285

286

. 291
. 293
< 295

297
299

. 301

305

308
311

312

. 316

1



16

THE CREATION OF THE WORLD

Genesis 1

od, a living Being, all-sufficient and happy in
Himself, had no beginning. He always was.
Nothing existed but God alone. And then
according to His plan, God’s goodness broke
out in a creative act and at that moment time was born.
As the Bible describes this moment it pictures an unform-
ed mass of earth, waste and empty, and darkness hanging
over the abyss. And above the waters moved the Spirit

of God like a mighty wind.

God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
God saw that the light was good. God separated the
light from the darkness, calling the light Day and the
darkness Night. And there was evening and morning,
the first day.

Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the
midst of the waters to divide the waters.” And so it was.
God made the firmament, dividing the waters that were
below the firmament from those that were above it. God
called the firmament Heaven. And there was evening
and morning, the second day.

Then God said, “Let the waters below the heavens be
gathered into one place and let the dry land appear.”
And so it was. God called the land Earth and the assem-
bled waters Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then
God said, “Let the earth bring forth vegetation: seed-
bearing plants and all kinds of fruit trees that bear fruits
containing their seed.” And so it was. The earth brought
forth vegetation, every kind of seed-bearing plant and
all kinds of trees that bear fruit containing their seed.
God saw that it was good. And there was evening and
morning, the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament
of the heavens to separate day from night; let them
serve as signs and for the fixing of seasons, days and
years; let them serve as lights in the firmament of the
heavens to shed light upon the earth.” So it was. God
made the two great lights, the greater light to rule the
day and the smaller one to rule the night, and He made
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THE RESCUE OF MOSES

Exodus 1-2
fter several centuries the Pharaohs were no
longer kind to the Israelites. The Jewish popu-
lation had increased so, that Pharaoh feared for
the safety of Egypt.

First he tried to reduce their number by working
them to death. That plan failed, so he tried another. He
issued an order that all male children born to the Israelites
were to be thrown into the Nile River.

The persecution had now reached its height. God
had brought the Israelites to Egypt; now that they were
being persecuted, He would provide for their delivery.

A son was born to an Israelite woman. She managed
to hide him for three months but to do so longer was not
possible. With some hope for the boy’s safety she placed
him in shallow water at the edge of the Nile River in a
covered, watertight basket.

As was her custom the king’s daughter came to the
shore to bathe. Inquisitive about the strange basket
resting so peacefully in the waters, she had her maid
open it. A child, a baby boy! At once the princess loved
it and wanted it. Miriam, the baby’s sister, had been
watching. She lost no time. She inquired if the princess
cared to have a maid for the baby. Yes, a nurse was
needed. Miriam called her anxious mother. All things
worked out well for the baby boy. He was named Moses.

After he had grown up, Moses was brought to Pha-
raoh’s palace and given an excellent education. And
under the guidance of his mother, Moses was also well
instructed in the religious traditions of his own people.
At heart he was a true Israelite.

It did not seem long until Moses had grown into
young manhood and understood the sufferings of his
people. He was grieved at the cruel treatment they were
receiving. One day, witnessing the lashes given by an
overseer to one of his fellowmen, his anger was deeply
aroused. Moses struck and killed the Egyptian.

Moses knew that Pharaoh would be enraged against
him. He left Egypt at once. He joined a caravan on its
way to Madian. Here he lived with Jethro and later mar-
ried one of his daughters. Moses had become a humble
shepherd. 75






DAVID

1 Samuel 17-30

Ithough Saul had fallen from his high purpose,

the great Lord of Israel did not forget His people.

He had chosen the man they needed, one who

was brave, tender of heart, and great of mind.

Long before Saul’s death, the Lord had inspired Samuel

to go to the house of Jesse in Bethlehem to anoint David
the shepherd boy, the future king of Israel.

Events show that God was always David’s strong sup-
port. In his youth, all unknowingly, David was being
prepared for the great work God wished him to do. His
life as shepherd made him gentle toward his flocks and
strong against wild, ding animals. Later as king
he was both gentle and valiant. Gifted with musical talent
and having the opportunity to play to his heart’s content
in God’s open country, David became an expert harpist
and a singer of psalms to God. Eventually his skill on
the harp brought him to the royal house of Saul where he
learned courtly manners and later secured posts of honor.

The Lord continued directing David’s life toward
His ends. The bravery David showed in his gallant and
successful combat with Goliath never died in the hearts
of Israel’s warriors. He had saved them. He was their
chivalrous hero. And now that there was no king, it was
only natural that the elders looked to David. At Hebron
he was publicly anointed king of Juda, and there, accord-
ing to the Lord’s counsel, he began his royal work.

Meanwhile, Abner, commander of Saul’s army,
brought Isboseth, Saul’s remaining son, forward and set
him up as king of the remaining tribes of Israel. For a
long period there was a struggle between Saul’s line and
David’s followers. The conflict went on for seven and
a half years, but ever the fortunes and powers of David
advanced while the cause of Saul’s adherents became ever
weaker.

Abner, quietly and discreetly, sent word to David
offering him the land and rule of Israel. At the same
time he assembled the elders of the tribes and proposed
a change. He said to them, “The outcome of this conflict 121
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THE BIRTH OF JESUS

Luke 2

everal months after the return of Mary to Naz-

areth, Joseph brought Mary, his promised wife,

to live with him. Joseph knew from the message

of an angel that Mary carried within her the
Lord of heaven and earth Who in time would be born of
her. Mary’s heart and all the thoughts of her mind were
fixed on God and the great blessings which had come to
her. The months passed quietly and serenely in their
modest home.

And then one day the peace of the town was dis-
turbed. Cesar Augustus, the great emperor of Rome,
through his governor Cyrinus, announced that a census
would be made. For it, each citizen was to go to the town
of his birth and register there. It did not matter that
traveling was inconvenient to Mary. God’s will was ex-
pressed through the exact demand of the law. In obe-
dience, then, to the imperial decree, Joseph and Mary
gathered together a few necessities for the journey and
set out. After weary traveling of four or five days, they
reached Bethlehem. Joseph immediately sought for
lodging, but there was none to be had. There was no
room for them in the inns.

Night had already fallen when Mary and Joseph
found shelter in a cave. Here in the midst of the silent
night Mary brought forth the Babe Who was Christ the
Lord. Mary knelt in deepest adoration before her Son
Who was the great God of heaven and earth. Joseph
joined Mary in silent prayer. God had come, a tiny Babe,
to live among men. The Word, the Promise of God the
Father, was made Flesh and dwelt among us.

179
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Taking the dead child’s hand, Jesus said, “Child,
arise.” She arose immediately. All were astounded at
Christ’s power and love. He commanded all present not
to speak of what had taken place.

THE MIRACLE OF THE LOAVES AND THE FISHES

Mark 6:30-44
t Capharnaum Jesus awaited the return of the
apostles who had been on their first missionary
journey, preaching in neighboring towns and
villages. After they had returned and related
all things that they had done and taught, Jesus said,
“Come apart to a desert place and rest awhile.” Jesus
had planned to take them across the lake to a desert land
near Bethsaida.

The people about Capharnaum seeing whither the
boat was heading, kept it in sight as they walked around
the shore of the lake. The crowd grew larger and larger.
When the boat stopped near Bethsaida, the crowd looked
to Jesus for attention. He did not disappoint them; they
looked like sheep without a shepherd. The apostles’
well-deserved rest was forgotten; the day turned out to be
a busy one.

Jesus spoke at great length to the multitude who were
most attentive to His every word. The time for noon re-
freshments had long since passed and the apostles became
uneasy. Finally they approached Jesus asking Him to
send the crowd into the village to buy food. Jesus an-
swered, “Give you them to eat.”

The command astonished them. How could they?
They knew that the money they had could not buy enough
even to give each person a little. But Jesus knew what
He would do and asked, “How many loaves have you?”

Andrew said there was a boy in the crowd that had
five barley loaves and two fishes and added, “But what
are these among so many?”

Jesus said, “Bring them to Me and make the people
sit down.” 217
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JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS

John 19:25-37

hen the cond d men reached the top of
the hill they were offered a cup of wine mixed
with a substance called myrrh which acted
as a drug and deadened the sense of pain,
but Jesus refused it. The victims were then stripped. And
now came the awful moment. Jesus was stretched upon
the cross and the hands that had always blessed and the
feet that walked the roads of Palestine to bring peace
and joy, were nailed with heavy blows to the hard wood
of the cross. A wooden tablet bearing the inscription
“Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews” was fastened above
His head. His cross and those of the two thieves were then
raised upright and settled down with a jolt into the holes
which had been made for them. Christ hung between

heaven and earth with thieves to His right and left.

When at last the Scribes and the Pharisees and the
leaders saw Jesus secure on the shameful gibbet and suf-
fering His death-agony, they were satisfied. As the soldiers
finished their work and moved to a distance, the leaders
and rabble moved toward the cross and in boastful,
discordant jeers cried out, “If you are the Christ, the Son
of God, come down from the cross.” “Destroy the
temple and in three days build it up again.” “He saved
others, Himself He cannot save.”

Jesus, looking from the scoffing mob to the heavens,
called to His Father in mercy, “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they are doing.”

The crucified thieves joined the mob in ridicule
against their Fellow-Sufferer. But the thief to the right
of Jesus was finally impressed with the patience and for-
giveness of this so-called “King,” and touched by grace,
asked Jesus to remember him in His kingdom. Jesus
promised not only a remembrance but paradise itself
that very day.

At noon a darkness began to spread over the earth.
Little by little the scoffers became quiet and moved away.
Some went, striking their breasts. A stillness settled on
Calvary. The Blessed Mother and Saint John and the
other had been ding beyond, away from the 297
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