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& chapter two

Introducing Chapter 2:
God'’s Plan for Your Life:
Single Life, Consecrated
Life, Marriage, and Holy
Orders

In the corner of the room, a spider treads a
tender tightrope. Outside, a bee flits from
flower to flower. The spider knows that
it must spin. The bee knows that it must
gather nectar. Neither asks, “Why am I
here?” or “What am I to do?” Those ques-
tions belong to us, to human beings. We
have others as well: “Where am I going?”
“What’s there to live for?” “What’s worth
dying for?” There are no easy answers.

We seek a plan. We want to plot a
course that’s meaningful and true. We
search for a way through life’s obstacles
and into life’s mysteries. As people of faith
we strive to discover God’s plan for us, to
hear clearly the divine call. In our seeking,
we learn an extraordinary truth: God’s
plan for us is no imposition but the way of
our own welfare. To follow God does not
diminish personality. It enhances it, open-
ing life to blessing and ultimate holiness.

In this chapter the students seek to
discern God’s will for them. They begin
to recognize that this is a life-long journey
that implies openness: to get in touch with
their fears, concerns, and gifts; to listen to
God’s word for them even when it is hard
to accept; to tear down barriers that pre-
vent them from hearing God’s call; and to
confront past failures with hope for the
future.

The students learn centering prayer
and begin to realize that often it is bet-
ter to shut up and let the Spirit be our
spokesperson, for the Spirit knows our
needs better than we do. They begin to
recognize that perhaps it’s best to become
awind instrument, empty of all sound and
impediment, and just let the heart receive
the music when it comes. Such prayer is a
hard but healthy exercise. And it leads to
discernment.

Discernment helps us distinguish
God’s voice and the promptings of divine
love from the tug of unmet needs and
fears, the cravings of personal desires,
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God's providence/directs us to perfection
not be reached until the fullness of the ki
revealed.

+ Rlsnemmuirnugh the
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A discernment elps us to prayerf
consider the many available vocational
in life.
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The sacraments of initiation and the

God's will,

Chapter Outline
 Findinga Calling
* Journeying to Perfection
e Discernment through the Ways of Prayer
© Exploring Christian Vocations

® Christian Discipleship: Serve One Another

Chapter Obiectives
The students will be able to:

¢ understand the differences between a career, profes-

sion, and a vocation

time

name some specific Christian vocations.

realize that perfection will only come in the fullness of

learn a method for discerning major life decisions
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the legitimate attractions and pleasures
of created goods, the weight of our own
rationalizations, and our overwhelming
urge to go-it-alone. Discernment can also
lead to vocation realized and lived to the
full, love purified, joy relayed, peace made,
forgiveness imparted, sufferings accepted,
and beauty conveyed—the sweetest music
in life’s polyphony.

Would you buy a suit without try-
ing it on? Purchase a car without a test
drive? Never. That’s why this chapter also
invites the students to investigate—“try

God'’s Plan for Your Life: on” or “test drive,” if you will—a number

4 . s of Christian vocations: the single life, the
Slngle Life, Consecrated I.'lfe' consecrated life, married life, and ordained
Marriage, and Holy Orders life. It does not ask the students to make

o2t open:wide;your hand and satiaty instant decisions with regard to a voca-

Yﬂ“ desire of every living thing. tion, but it does demand that they know

about these possibilities and ponder them
Z;“;m“:"‘:;:";'“" gl yousways, fofthizl o in their hearts as well as their heads.

Finally, the students gain a deeper ap-

:;’]";:‘:ﬁ:fy;:“;‘ ;’:;““ DR YO preciation of what it means to be a disciple

- of Christ: putting aside personal craving

Tl so that God’s will may be done; accepting

suffering when it comes our way—even

suffering leading to death; and reaching

out in service to others. These are the

steps to the kingdom.

vance Preparations

o Review resources for materials you may wish to provide for the students’ use.

© Make copies of the hand ded for these

e Optional: Arrange to have tecordings of “I Have Loved you” by Michael Joncas or “The Servant
Song” by Richard Gilliard and a player available for use in this chapter’s prayer service.
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Finding a Calling

& Bell-Ringers et

1. Re-teach: Use the Chapter 1 objectives e
to review the main content of the chap- Poe e mensianct

ter. Also, review the students’ copies of sl e g e e LR

the graded Chapter 1 Test. Take a mo- o v e i i i

ment to go through it with them and

answer any questions they may have.

Wi B Buses

. Write the following quote from Goethe
on the board: “Whatever you do, or
dream you can do, begin it. Boldness
has genius, power, and magic in it.”
Distribute card stock and markers. In-
vite the students to imagine themselves GRRR A SmNh i gou fly o3 fenhs who'

ten years from now. Tell them to create (e e e oo S i oo ki

a “business card” for themselves that e Tt R oot sl

notes their name, marital status, where e vt ioog: oo taidia e

they live, and who they’ve become. e T it sty i

Don’t give the students any further o o rti
of the following statements hest  aling

information. Mention, however, that career Tepresents how you will espond?
they may add anything else—words or Semobiayry | * Lvblsnabrbusionash  fon “odng ¢ tcson” A
pictures/symbols—they want to the}r bt .“::u Bt - il e o i B
cards. Allow about ten minutes for this o Tl o P e A
activity. Afterward, have the students e R T e e
ost their finished cards on a bulletin Twillnot it any major,as LBave Today, many studeuts enter college
ay, s

I 10 idea ot this time WHAL I Want  with'the thought of preparing for
oard. o focuson. career. Decisions are made bused on.

“Finding s caling" is much different
e

. You will return to the card display lat-
er; for now, simply read a few of the

Extending the Lesson

Print the following want ad on the board:

Wanted! Dedicated individual of any color, race, sex, or size to work hard to create a

just, peaceful, and enjoyable planetary future. Must be a self-starter but also someone

who enjoys working with others—a diversity of others. Long hours. Great benefits.
Refer the students to the “business cards” they created earlier in the lesson. Have them work in pairs to
determine whether what they wrote jibes with the want ad. Encourage them to ask themselves if they
need to make changes in their planning to respond positively to the ad.

Have the students search the Scripture for other examples of calls. Have them apply the “Characteris-

tics Common to Vocations” to each one. For example, the call of Abraham (Gen 12:1-5), the call of Samuel
(1 Sm 3:1 ff), and the call of the first Apostles (Mt 4:18-22). K

For Enrichment

Just for fun, invite your students to find out what medieval career (e.g., minstrel, shepherd, knight, lady in
waiting) they might have had by completing an Internet quiz by the authors of the business-management
book Kingdomality. Have them check out www.cmi-Imi.com/kingdom.html.
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cards aloud, pointing out the diversity

o :QQ among the cards and commenting on
the thought and creativity that went

pofessionsl approsch; for example,  there i another deciion process e G :

Taking a list of advantages and dis.  should be involved in. It involves into making them.

o By G el
B i ot o the e werd e
B 1 oty o it s ki v th Lt swond ’

2 o sroas o ol mpor, e, which trapatn o all @ Teaching Approaches
B e

L e e 1. Draw attention to the four statements
g e e ople The regarding college majors on page 40.
i i i Read aloud. Have students who would
SRR et el [T choose the first statement to stand at
- et il %‘;‘"ﬁ;ﬁf | e the front of the classroom, those who
e e e e B e | LT wonld chioossithefsecond o staydjon
Chrnin oy, By i i one side of thf: room, those who would

N i of e s, B ot choose the third to stand on the oppo-

with teching,sancifing, and gor- site side, and those who would choose

erning the Church in the name of

Christ. Religious sisters, brothers, the fourth statement to remain seated.

and priets v out thei promises of g
sy, v and chaene Call on different students from the first
of engaging in missionary work a3 : ? 4

diected by the communitis. three groups to explain their choices. If
any of the seated students indicate that
they do not plan on attending college,
T e invite them to share their intentions
with the class, but don’t push.

Sad's Pl for Your U, Sngle Life. Consecrated Life Barrage. and Bol Brdsrs

3 . Write the words vocation, career, and
Parw il st e 4 petof e job on the board. Ask: “Are these terms
S ol i synonyms? Are they interchangeable?
it than Vhaniag 2,307 If not, what differentiates them from

“choosing a carer.
one another?”

grate. But s ae the rewards.
. Distribute copies of Handout 8, “Job?
Career? Vocation?” Have the students

Homework Assignment
* Have the students plete no. 1 of the Assi ‘Applications on page 68.
e Direct students to read “Journeying to Perfection” (pages 43-44).

Chapter 2 Additional Resource Suggestions

Printed Materials

Trustful Surrender to Divine Providence: The Secret to Peace and Happiness by Jean Baptiste Saint-Jur and
Saint Claude de la Colombiere is a classic book that underscores the grace and rewards that come when
one abandons his or her life completely to God. Available from Tan Books & Publishers (June 1983)

A variety of prayer forms are introduced in Anyone Can Pray: A Guide to Methods of Christian Prayer
(New York: Paulist Press, 1983).

A Guide to Religious Ministries for Catholic Men and Women is published annually by the Catholic News
Publishing Company (210 North Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10801). It contains information on most
religious communities in the United States and several diocesan vocation offices. It can also be accessed
at www.religiousministries.com.
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fill in the blanks, deciding whether the
statements refer to a job, a career, or a % w
vocation. Invite students to name some
jobs, careers, and vocations. List on the

board, under the appropriate headings. thec Moo oo i SoRT
Finally, refer back to the “business cards” s
the students created. Discover whether
any of the students mentioned a job, a
career, or a vocation on their cards.

B s B s

'S

. Briefly summarize the key points of the
feature “Life Strategies” on page 42 of
the text. Use the outline “Characteris-
tics Common to Vocations” on Hand-

out 8. Then divide the students into Cooasing & MagoR

two groups. Have them turn to Assign-

Former Notre Dame football coach Lou Holtz

ments/Applications on page 69 and call fhoe o deno o mll il 5 e
attention to no. 2. Assign one group to T e e
read and then work together to analyze e, dsemins sonenng
the call of Moses (Ex 3:1-4:17). Assign o -

the other group to do the same for the e
call of Mary (Lk 1:26-28). l}fterw'ard, et vt
have the groups present their findings S et O et
to one another. Usethis approachto determine an area of sty

(o) you might ke topursu i calege with the
. Have the students turn to the feature el e Ll
“Choosing a Major” on page 42. Read sl e e b ]
through it with the students and use the
questions in the text to discuss the ef-
fectiveness of the Coach Holtz system.

Finally, direct attention to the Jour-

w

nal/Discussion question on page 43.

Chapter 2 Additional Resource Suggestions

Videos

Fr. John Wijingaards presents a practical method of prayer for ordinary people in The Seven Circles of
Prayer that includes the seven circles: “the situation (silence and space), opening our eyes (seeing), en-
countering (suffering), and the importance of contact (touching and listening). The last circle is achieved
through reading the Bible and finally coming (face-to-face) with God.” This thirty-minute video is avail-
able from St. Anthony Messenger Press.

The classic film The Widow’s Mite tells the true experience of a young missionary in Hong Kong who
learns from an elderly convert the real meaning of evangelization; forms the basis for a practical discus-
sion of the call to missions that is the vocation of every baptized person. Produced by Teleketics (26
minutes).

50
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T

EN

604 i e Faur e gl . Eonsacrated e, Barruage.

(& journaldiscussion

o

& The percentage of never-married persons
aged twentyfive to thirty five has increased
by 20 percent in the past thirty years, sug-

Willyou be a lifelong single person?

your college major? What i the basisof

+Journeying to Perfection

ou are at an age when some major life
decisions are on the horizon. Besides
. el

Will you choose a relgious vocation as a sister or
brother?

 Religious vocations have risen in some devel-
However, in the

religious sisters decreased in the United

you will face broader life decisions involving
particular Christian vocation. For example,

Wil you be married?

» Marrisge is the most “popular” vocation in
numbers. Nearly 55 percent of adults over
the age of fifteen years old are married.

from 179, Y
ber of religious brothers from 12,271 to
5,451, Opportunitiesfor a lfe of radicalserv-
ice, discipleship, and excitement remain

those men and women willing

o take the phunge into reliious life

1fyou are a male will you pursue a calling to the

erdained pristhood?

& The total number of priests in the United
States has also decreased since 1965. By

to prayerfully consider 4 vocation to the

Devoting a life to any of these Christian voca:
tons requires many choices—both prior to the
inital commitment and through the challenges
of living out the vocation. Think sbout some of
the questions that are likely t arise for the var
ous vocations:

Whom will 1 marry?
What type of parent will 1 be?

Who wil take care of my parents when they
are older?

How will 1 get along with others in a reli
gious community?

Will I be able to keep a vow of celibacy?

Wil T be accepted into a seminary to study
for priesthood?

Encourage students to respond either
by sharing with a partner or simply by
writing in their journals.

Journeying to Perfection

&) Bell-Ringers

1. Call on volunteers to share their report
on college majors with the class. Ask if
they were surprised by discovering dif-
ferent interests or goals or by the way
their personal profiles matched up with
college course majors.

. Re-teach. Briefly review what the
students learned about perfection in
Chapter 1. Remind them that Christian
perfection means seeking deeper union
with Christ. Ask: “What are the three
steps that guide us to that union?”

® Sacraments

e Service

o Sharing Christ’s cross

Finally, stress that on the journey to
perfection, we do not travel blindly or
solely under our own power. Rather,
we do so under Christ’s watchful eye
and powered by the Holy Spirit.

Chapter 2 Additional Resource Suggestions

Internet

The students may do a web search on “career planning” or explore the website of a college they are consid-
ering for articles on “choosing a major” or careers related to particular academic majors. See for example:

* www.careerplanning.about.com
* www.mapping-your-future.org
* www.princetonreview.com/cte

The article “Vocation Education” from America (July, 2002) can be
.org/gettext.cfm?articleTypelD = 1&textID = 2012&issuelD =377

d at: www.ameri

Frequently cited Church statistics in areas like total numbers of priests, deacons, religious, seminarians,
as well as areas like Mass attendance can be found at the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate
(CARA) website at www.cara.georgetown.edu/index.htm.
The article “The Our Father in the Catechesis of Teens” by Tom Richard, DFF provides strategies for
ence ing a deeper ding of the Lord’s Prayer among teens. It can be accessed at www.catholic
.net/rce/Periodicals/Faith/1998-01-02/catechesis.html.
The Office of the Catechism offers quizzes on the Lord’s Prayer. See:

o www.uscch.org/catechism/quizzes/ourfather1.htm
hism/qui ourfather2.htm

e www.uscch.c
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@ Teaching Approaches

1. Write the word journey on the board.
Tell the students you realize that the
phrase “Life is a journey” has almost
become a cliché. Likewise, the phrase
conjures images of people trudging
doggedly and glumly up some unforgiv-
ing mountainside. That’s too bad. Such
an image implies that a journey has
only two crucial elements: the begin-
ning and the end. The part in between?
Boring, drudgery, unimportant. Not so
for Christians! Why else would we be
called a “Pilgrim People,” a “People of
the Way”? Remember John 14:6? Note
the term “people.” Journeying to perfec-
tion is not a solo act. We have traveling
companions. We call them the Church.
And journeying with us is Jesus him-
self—Jesus, the WAY, who promised to
be with us always on our way. Not bad
company, that!

Distribute copies of Handout 9, “Whom
Do You Trust?” Allow time for the stu-
dents to fill in the blanks. Afterward,
share responses.

3. Have the students turn to page 44 in
their texts. Point out the vocabulary
phrase “divine providence.” Ask one
of the students to read it aloud. Write
the following Scripture references on
the board: Jeremiah 31:3; Isaiah
49:1; and Ephesians 1:4. Have the
students look them up in their Bibles.
Ask how each speaks to us about God’s
providence. Conclude by assuring the
students that no matter how little or
how much trust we have in others, we
can be certain of our trust in God, who
guides us on our journey to perfection.

. Seek First the Kingdom. Summarize
the main points in this text section:

o

'S

® God has a plan for us, a plan that
can be accomplished only with our
cooperation.

We need to strive to live in a way
that demonstrates that coopera-
tion—both in what we do and in
why we do it.

52

s s b B

iough the median age s getting
older for commitment to each of
these vocations (e, twenty-seven
for males and twenty.five for females
getting married for the first time), the
likelihood is that in the next ten
yeusyou il e e »comit

Seeli First the imgdom

Jesus spoke to his disciples about
their anxiousness for their lives on
earth. Ho sai

Sodonot worry and sy, “What

ou could

siveady bo martied, a pareat  pro-

fessed relgions, o a priet before the = g

you need

g8 ottty them all But seek irstthe king-
3 forGod]

bring foelings of. i
E pation, excitement, and more. But

any unidue concern ahout your future

. should be liminated when you come
0 an understanding that God is in

control of your lifo and that God

iven you besides. (Mt 6:31-33)

Jesus seems to be telling us that we
hould oot oy shnt out e,
But what else is t
e s practially as

tional choices for your lfe?

As the Catechism teaches,
“Creation has ts own good:

Essentially, Jesus tels us to put our

reat
toward an ultimate perfection meeds. In fact, trusting God me

that hasn't yet been eached. The that we depend on him for every

ways that God guides his creation detail of our lives.

toward perfection s known as 3

e v God is the mastes of his plan of cre

divine providence
God'sinterestand
actionin guiding his
creation o perection

It s comforting to know that God
loves and cares for us so much that  plan he
he has a special plan
fdes s 0 3t As the book of
erbs teaches: God is the first cause who
operates in and through sec

use of our coopern.

Many are the plans in a man's ondary causes:
e bttt chion o work in you, both to will and
the Lord that endures. (Prv o work for his good pleasure.”
18:21) (CCC, 308 quoting Phil 2:13)

Background Information

Straining Forward
The fathers of the Church, in particular Gregory of Nicea,
spoke of the soul’s journey toward Christ and heavenly per-
fection as something in which we must consistently engage.
They referred to this process as epektasis—an unending
“straining forward,” as Saint Paul calls it in Philippians 3:13
(“Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heav-
enly ca]] of God in ChnstJesus”] Epektasis is going forward,
spiritual hing out to God and others,
and straining with hope. Epektasis begins in this life and ex-
tends into the next, for eternity. Thus, even eternal life is part
of—not the end of—our journey.
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God will always work in us and with us as

“unconscious ~collaborators” of his will

x, we can enter even more completely

into the divine plan when we consciously align
actions, prayers, and,

Applying this to your immediate and long:term
future, it i wise to create a life that first of all
imvolves God in every facet and in every motiva-
son. For cxample, i you primary motivaion or

Imagine if the clisiatic seasons, the animals of
ok oy b gt i il -

1 wil rather than being guided by it.
B e gt 1 v s
regular motion. Yet often people do resit the will
of God for their lives:

& Mary, a high school junior, has never felt
closer to the Lord than after a school retrea.
jowever, when Siser Catherine invites her

beinga
b o o 5 o e et
8 e kvt oo S

of following God's will. Remember the
Sery of King Solaman fve the OW Tesament
When God said to Solomon, “Ask something of
2ol oniere (11g:3) Solomon
frst chose the God
i el

sou have asked for_this—

‘among kings there is zot your like."
(1Kgs $:11-12a,13)
llowing God's will for our ives brings us bless-
D 1 Nl lears e i s f
natural creation allows God to guide them.

her community's vocation director, Mary
“Me, a nun?” She does not
the invitation.

 Patrick has been told often by his teachers
would “make.

and friends
be a priest?” he wonders. But he never asks
them.

Kendra, a high school snior, i the youngest

be encouraging
oy ~M.¢m 1 should try it. It might be

the teenagers mentioned abos

et ection exlen e o th waye
to connect with

Thy Will Be Done:

1o fallow the will of God each time we
e o Pagen iy gl oome; By
will be done on carth as it is in heaven.” God!

e Following God’s will brings both
blessing and holiness.

5. Divide the class into three small groups.
Assign one of the dilemmas on page
45 to each group. Have small group
members work together to create and
present an alternative ending to their
dilemma, one that demonstrates coop-
eration with God’s will. If your class
is comfortable with role playing, have
them act out their solutions rather than
simply explaining them. Afterward, in-
vite the class to suggest other dilemma
situations in which people their age
might find themselves resistant to God’s
will for them. Discuss these dilemmas
as a class. Finally, be sure to address the
questions in the final paragraph of this
section (page 45).

Call attention to the first Journal /Dis-
cussion question on page 47. Either
allow time for the students to write
responses in class or assign it as home-
work.

Thy Will Be Done. List on the board
St. Claude’s ways to pray for God’s will
to be done:

® Ask for what we want.

e Ask to be delivered from evil,
recognizing that God can help
us bring good out of the evil that
comes our way.

Ask to accept all God grants us
as blessings.
Invite the students to think of a time
Jesus prayed these three ways at once:
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Then they came to a place named
Gethsemane, and he said to his disci- OOQ -
ples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took

il Kinglom il rsch sl oy tings, M. sharod s othr

with him Peter, James, and John, m?#fmanm:,,m.ikw;..wnvi ;ﬁnum}nhnww.,r.;:o.c'u.ri
: Siperiance, and ek or 1 s il o e e

and began to be troubled and dis- now. We do tis by ollowiag the pan ! 7

a e e M God has ntendad for s, o Fecon g o iy hat e

tressed. Then he said to them, “My o por vk Ga o, g ot s s

- e s v o ot e bt e, Sl e

soul is sorrowful even to death. Re . Whes we it Godla s o must peay 1o thioge 5n e
main here and keep watch.” He ad- e I SR

: s e

vanced a little and fell to the ground R e e e

s 2 God i en el e god fom,

and prayed that if it were possible - i

o msterale 5. o 1 et can

the hour might pass by him; he said,
“Abba, Father, all things are possible
to you. Take this cup away from me,
but not what I will but what you
will.” (Mk 14:32-36)
Point out that real prayer never hap-
pens apart from life, life that is frustrat-
ing as well as fulfilling, troubled as well
as trouble-free. Prayer is more than

increase our dependence on G
1fwe suffered these things, would
we seek out God much more tha
swe do? What benefit would that
be for our sanctfication?

froe will

God's gift that alows

o Wecan pray to accept all of God's

selves to the goodness
ot ntends. tempt for it that I o longer want
it
When we cooperate with God we are
exercising his great gt of froe will
With the angels, people journey to
the ultimate destination of perfection
by free choice and by loving God and
others. Becanse this choice s free, the

ouring out the fullness of our hearts SantFrancis desies  possibility of going astray and com-
p
S : 4 miting mora i exiss. God is ot
to God. Rather, it is our free choice to e i o e i G ok o 1 i o
E lhoe it . because . respecs our
respond to God’s will for us whether S ¥ ol wil oo Bt a0 Bty Toows
5 ety o o O o e gt o
our hearts are full or empty—just as el
JCSUS dld ‘e also makes use of his creatures’ E
3 cooperation” (CCC, 06), Only at the end, when our
: 55 partial knowledge ceases,
8. Call attention to the second Journal/ e wo com oy S Cladoly hem e Eoies
: y : . e e g e e
Discussion question on page 47. Ask Sy e i Yol which-—eres g
volunteers to respond. Be careful not to hing we need. even the smallet G has uided biscreation to

make any judgments.

Extending the Lesson

Do a trust exercise with the students. Have them form two lines, facing one another, creating a corridor or
gauntlet. Direct the students to extend their arms straight in front. Tell them that their arms should inter-
sect, overlapping by about a hand, with arms of people opposite them. Explain that the student at one end
of the line will peel off and walk down the corridor. In order to let him or her pass, everyone else raises and
thenlower their arms, creating a “wave” effect—a ripple through which the student is walking. The student
then joins in again at the end of the line. Then the next student, peels off, walks, down, and so on. Be sure to
take part yourself to demonstrate your trust in your students. Finally, as the class becomes more confident,
invite students to walk quickly, run, and then sprint down the corridor. If you wish, for a finale, have the
students in line chop their arms up and down, only pausing to allow the corridor-runner through. It works.
Just trust. Afterward, take time to process the experience with the class. Ask what was comfortable/uncom-
fortable. What concerns, if any, did they have when in line? When walking/running the corridor?

Homework Assignment

® Have the students complete no. 4 of the Assignments/Applications on page 69 and read “Discern-
ment through the Ways of Prayer” (pages 47-48).

¢ Direct students to write responses to the Study Questions on page 47.
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PR e Life, G

that defnitive sabbath rest for which he
ed (ccc,314)

tod i, B

attention to God. We direct our thoughs to the
i

In the meantime, we coninue to delve decper in
B 0 e s e Bt ]
. Discernment is a process that helps

are many different ways (o pray. Jesus
D e e e

( é dyquestions

What does it mean to say that we are created
by God "ina stateofjourneying?

2 Define divine providence.
How can we become conscious colaborators
with God?
What did King Solomon firt ask fo in prayer?
What was he given?
How do we advance toward perfection?
What did Saint Frances de Sales say about
perfection?

7. Definefree il
‘Why does God permit moral evi?

(tpblomuuis:ussion

How have you resisted God's wilfor your lfe?
What was the result? How have you accopted.
God's wil? What happened then?

1 you could have any prayer answered, fow
would you answer 12 How might your answer
be different than God's to you prayer?

+ Discernment through
the Ways of Prayer
ally eveals Wimaef o us and

A !ud< 15 to know more about our own
, the way we reciprocate to him is

ple,
io the humble and lowl (sec Lk 1021), He

i the perfect model of prayer. He prayed before

all of the important decisions of his life; for
xample, in the desert before beginning his pub-
lic ministry, before choosing his Apostles, before
the

v peyer. Sfnt ot
prayer as “the raising of one’s mind and heart to
God.” When we pray we consciously pay

‘ime of his Transfiguration. His final words were
aprayer of trust: “Father,into your hands I com-
mend my spiri” (Lk 23:46).

9. Invite the students to create prayer pe-
titions to use in a prayer service to con-
clude class.

o Direct them to begin with a request
for something they want: To become
more patient with my parents,

Then a request for deliverance from
evil: to refuse to complain even when
I feel they're being unfair,
Finally, a prayer to accept all as
blessing: and to recognize that the
decisions they make are made out of
love for me, let us pray . . .
Have the students write out their peti-
tions.

10. Gather the students around a lighted
candle. Tell them that the response to
each prayer petition is “Thy will be
done.” For example:

To become more patient with my
parents, to refuse to complain even
when I feel they're being unfair,
and to recognize that the decisions
they make are made out of love for
me, O, Lord, we pray . ..
All: Thy will be done.
Invite the students to offer their peti-
tions one at a time. Conclude by joining
hands and praying the Lord’s Prayer.

Page 47 Study Question Answers
. We are always “on the march” to perfection, always moving toward perfection in God.

. Divine providence is God’s abiding interest and action in guiding all creation to perfection.
. We can become conscious collaborators with God by choosing to trust in God and depending on him

for every detail of our lives.

. Solomon first prayed for wisdom. God granted him not only wisdom but also glory and vast wealth.

. We advance toward perfection by following God’s will for us.

. St. Francis de Sales declared that the greatest perfection lies in loving God with all our hearts.

. Free will is the divine gift that allows us to shape our own lives and direct ourselves to the goodness

God intends.

. While God is not the cause of moral evil, God permits it so that we can make our own decisions, and

so that God can derive good from it.
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Discernment
0 Bell-Ringers =

Constant and consistent prayer is 8 find a place and time to be quict. Is

. Check the students’ answers to the Study e there ever a time around your home

et - o s 1o s b
Questions on page 47 against those giv- el s o el
en on page 55 of this text. Either col- £t % L Ao
lect answers or make sure students have i e s ety
written them in their journals. Remind G e et s g 0a e et Slon
the students that these answers will e e o g o Ml e g
serve them well in reviewing the chap- ofthealloving God. i

ter and studying for the chapter test. Discernmentisthe name foxaprocess Listening to God

of prayer that incorporates many of

. Invite any student who wishes to share e e e i g
some of the “wants” he or she listed Do gl & ok 1 S St on e

while completing no. 4 of the Assign- fi':;n;'.:‘,z., Dimment mxlvz;
ments/Applications on page 69. i y

5 Ve centering prayer acting on i, and evaluating it
. Introduce this lesson by writing the Amethod of prayer = AT N

word feelings on the board. Check the o Ifl".f.d’.‘,‘. ':;",L’L”,;’L”.;'.'f,ﬂ,’;“ﬂ?..‘.’,‘i
students’ feelings on random current

quieingowspitto | s o ot et
events/topics by pointing to a student allow God torest s 5w
and saying something like the follow- = i v oo, iy, ontent
ing: “(Student’s name), how do you feel ey St e
about (current event)?” After calling Betiugiig oy fieirutient orosuis’ - daucs with God's will cannot. be
on a number of students, explain to the oy Pt
class that naming our feelings is very ey Tlleck o i o (T s Ot o o o
important when it comes to making el P e e O
sound choices about God’s will for us. bbbk Lp SRS L S

@ Teaching Approaches
. Pass out copies of Handout 10, “Nam-
ing Feelings.” Call on a student to read
the opening paragraph aloud. Point out
the instructions at the bottom of the
page and have the students respond to
the first two. Share some responses.

. Afterward, have the students get into
the same small groups they were part
of last class when they presented al-
ternative endings to the dilemmas on
page 45. Have group members work on
the same dilemma to name the feelings
its main character might have had and
then present their conclusions to the
class. Ask small group members to ex-
plain their answers.

. Point out and ask the two questions
on Handout 10. After the students
respond, tell them that in addition to
naming feelings, we also need to claim
feelings. That means taking responsi-
bility for them. Explain that because
feelings just are, we can’t blame or
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hold anyone else responsible for the
way we feel—likewise, we can’t be re-
sponsible for the way other people feel.

E Claiming feelings simply means being
m:: -ﬁﬂw&'&“ﬁ:‘;‘w + Step Two: ater s mimte r s, select responsible for what we do with the

thero can be 1o greater objective than simply hislove. Recita this word over and over. The. feeling—how we react to it.
eing uned i to God's presenceinyourifeand epetition il help you to keep dsractons
. et stk . To help the students understand how
. e * g .
Bt s o i o syt A . ::u o L naming and claiming feelings can act as

clve sl emun signals about what is happening around

o sador e lfe way us, ask:
Alter a shart time you can stop reciting the

o If you were driving down the high-

o efocus on God and his loving way and suddenly a pickup crossed

i M b the median and headed straight for

i i you, how might you feel? (fright-
b L oL i L ened, terrified, shocked)

< et sl S s yons B o What might that feeling(s) signal

iy n..m'.fﬂl’m"!’lﬁ" X rix you to do? (Get out of the way! or

/ detomine a vocation. Thisproces is vy simic int
centeing prayer is an effective way to quiet o7 12 ¢ 9% g;;“;:" 2 by Sain s Faint.)
(o e o e If someone told you that you were
+ Step One: rnd et lace o ey D249 e who v wounded in b a terrific soccer player, how might
iy, he
et aee () seen s that malke you 1617 (Rappy oroud)

where you can be without noise and distrac-

tion. Relax by siowly inhaling and exhalnG. i, The only books the nuns wereabe o pro- inspired)
vide were

et it by ot ey T P I e What sort of signal might that feel-
e e R e e ing give to you? (It might tell you
e S bl e L °‘“f’ that you’re doing well and encourage
e e B ) || e SR e SR .ol you to keep it up OR It might give you
a big head and encourage you to act
like a hot shot.)
Finally, direct the students to com-
plete the sentence at the bottom of
Handout 10 so that it reads, “Feelings
can be named and claimed but never
blamed.”

. Distribute copies of Handout 11, “The
Christian Discernment.” Use it to re-
view the text section “Discernment
through the Ways of Prayer” (page 47)
with the students. Go through the steps
of discernment with them one step at a
time, making sure the students under-
stand each step before moving to the
next:

1) Name the problem/decision to be
made. (What’s happening here?)

2) Name and claim responsibility for
how you feel about the problem/de-
cision. (How do I feel about it?)

3) Through prayerful reflection, ex-
amine alternatives. (What is God
inviting me to do?)
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Exploring Christian
Vocations

o Bell-Ringers

. Ask a variety of students to share the
“surrendering” prayers they discov-
ered. (See the feature “Abandonment
to God’s Will” on page 51.)

. Check the students’ answers to the
Study Questions on page 53 against
those given on page 59 of this text.
Afterward, either collect answers or
make sure students have written them
in their journals.

. Re-teach. Review the students’ expe-
rience with centering prayer at home.
Ask:

e Were you able to spend some time
in centering prayer?
e What problems, if any, did you
have?
o What strategies did you use to over-
come distractions?
Use the following to lead the students
in an abbreviated centering prayer. Be
sure to pause at the places indicated.

Sit comfortably . . . Close your eyes
. Quiet yourself outside and in-
side . . . Breathe slowly and deep-
ly and know that God’s breath
breathes in you . . . Pray: “Be with
and within me, loving God.” Now
choose a sacred word—Jesus, Fa-
ther, Spirit, Love, Savior, Way. Re-
cite the word over and over silent-
ly as a symbol of your intention
to consent to God’s presence and
action within. Give yourself over
to the presence of God at the cen-
ter of your being. If you become
aware of distractions, return ever-
so-gently to the sacred word.

+ Exploring
Christian
Uocations

he sacraments of initiation:

L ot ot s

Two other sacraments—Holy Orders
and Matsimny e
and salvation

e
who are married help one

salvation of others.

pas
on the faith to thei children, thereby
‘extending the People of God well into.
the future. Because of their focus on
others, the Sacraments of Holy
Orders and Matrimony are called

raments at the Service of
Communion.

news. Most
often we are prophetic when we

e b
the Sacraments at the Service of

par
ular mission in the
Church and serve to
build up the People of
God® (CCC, 1534).

understanding Christian vocations.

dom to v out Christ's mission as

share our fith
daily conversations and actions with

come in contact. Lay
pate in Christs ingi omee iy
ing to remove sinfulness in secular

g ]
people share in Christ's priestly
B iy St o

Callings involving the many different
charisms of rligious lif, the commit-
singe life, a5 wel a priesthood

ross and by
‘et pacicipaton it Saceifce of
the Mass. Lay people share in the
prophetic office by teaching and

evanelizing, spreading the Gospel of

Christian Baptism, The Sacrament of
Matrimony provides an additional
source of consecration for the duties
of marriage and parenthood. The
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for Your Life Single Uife. Consecrated Uife, Rarriage. andbol Brders.

ok pietiod of Hithops wad prens
Hkewise has its

ends. They can contribute gratly o the

Tho miisterial prcsthnsd serves he cumticn
prieihood. The ministrial pristhood s *a
means by which Christ unceasingly builds up
‘and leads his Church” (CCC, 1547).

Though there i exemplary value in taking vows

(ccc, 2231)
s i ey et
ife, both

i carcer.
mﬂmum«uldmgnndmmm

God's Kingdom, God calls us to holiness in many
different ways. As Saint Paul wrote to. the
Corinthians:

wWho produces all of them in everyone.
(1.Cor 12:4-6)

“I loye my work. The rewards are great,” Tim
shared. “Early on I realized that to continue in the
would
me, at loast, being an effective husband and
thec.”

‘Single persons have a grea
tunity for silence and solitude

time to consider prayerfully the way to holiness
10 which God is calling you. Learn about several
specific Christian vocations, including ones
described in this text.

Committed Smgle Life
Probably the main reason that the lm.ﬂe h[z |5

20t ot thnght 0 be
‘ocation like marriage, Vﬂmhwd e

prager life. Amy, thi
spends the first hour every
before work in quict

also have the time to develop talents
in creative areas fike writing, poetry, and art
that imprors te ey f i i the word for

‘mitment to the single life due to the fact that
nsitions through the single I

themselves roturning to the

ses, embracing it as o
new calling. The Catechism of the Catholic
Cha i the

might choose to remain single:
‘Some forgo marriage in order 1o care for
their parents or brothers and sisters, to

give themselves more completely 10 &
profession, or 1o serve other honorable

‘e married, ordained, o religious. Because they
are not committed to any one person, single per-

‘component of their relationship—one that out-
tass their carthly ife.

Ofth chulnge red by singe persocs oo
ness

nsola-

or she experiences a

o n the job, or o share the joy of &
oS bl g o
important for single people to cu
Insting friendships with other Catholics commit-
ted to the same lifestyle. Also, living a chaste life

Allow at least five minutes for silent
prayer before moving on. Conclude by
inviting the students to repeat each of
the following lines after you:

Caring Creator, thank you for

your power and presence.

Lord Jesus, thank you for your

saving love. Show me how to love

in return.

Abiding Spirit, be with and with-

in me now and always.
Before moving on, remind the students
that centering prayer is not a replace-
ment for other kinds of prayer. Rather,
centering prayer helps us put all the
rest of our prayer into a new and deep-
er perspective. Centering prayer allows
us to consent to God’s presence and
action within. Other forms of prayer
move our attention outward to discov-
er God’s presence everywhere else.

@ Teaching Approaches

1. Call on volunteers to read the first two
paragraphs of text on page 54 aloud.
Note the sacraments of initiation and
the sacraments at the service of com-
munion, and their differences. Then
ask the students to underline or make
note of the first three sentences in the
third paragraph.

. Write the words Priest, Prophet, and
King on the board. Ask: How often do
you think of yourselves as a priest? A
prophet? A member of the royalty? Ex-
plain that as a Church, we are all called
to be priest, prophet, and king—to wor-
ship and bless, to preach and teach, to
lead by service. For example:
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® As a “priest”—someone who leads
the community in blessing and ~
oD skl is s on o e
are you a blessing to others? What e s, Sociy and e p,:i there i more 1 tan it e

do you do to make certain that our %?H?T;F':g-w! inioi mmm«mmdw
worship is alive and meanmgfu] to o e e i o e il e
gIbers s ik g bt e
As a “prophet”—someone daring e e i‘:‘;.‘i:.:«,:‘.:“;.:.,;".y o i
and willing to risk speaking for s | e o i S o e )
and about God—ask: Could any- and obedience A vocation o the singe tfe must be

one recognize that you are a Catho- :
lic Christian by listening to you?
By observing the way you act? Are
you continuing to wear your faith
on your sleeve?

As a “king”—someone who leads e i Gt sl B el
the Church all the while under-

standing that the Church is not
for itself but for the world, and &mmmmwmm
that leadership is not lording over ,,d,ﬁm..,..‘,, e
others, but helping others love the e i
Lord—ask: What sort of example G el o 1 e
are you to those who look up to s e

you? What leadership roles in your A e L‘ﬁi’é,"ﬁ ﬁﬁﬁ,&ﬁl’;ﬂ,‘f
parish, school, or community are M

Consecrated Life

Church include living in comamunity
with others (sisters or brothers). This

available to you? Have you stepped © [ ings,  Characteristics of Religious Life
< the

You are probably most famifi

into any of those roles? Could you s i i God o oving S s
i thase

other people. The example o brothers, some of whom may be or

create others?

3. Draw attention to the first sentence of
the fifth text paragraph: “The Church
does not teach that one Christian voca-
tion is better than another.” Have the
students underline this sentence or
copy it in their journals. Remind the
students that every vocation is a life
Jjourney with Jesus, and since we’re all
known by the company we keep, we’re
all in good company, no matter the di-
verse paths we might tread.
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have been your teachers. Teaching
‘and the operation of Catholic clemen-
sy andigh ol s e o of
‘minitris of relgious in
ks Sis Brsghont the
aution'shistory. Generationsof
A Cuthlcs et e
religious women and men

50 fiomicd zud em oot
countless schools. More commonly,

ing. Today's religious, responding to
Teeds are imvlve iy any

women and children to

S oy ot ofstees
‘and sick and suffering cowor

‘st common characteristic of
g e s beonging w4

ity This lifestyle has roots in the
Gonp and. I God himal: Josun
ninisured to thers i communiy
‘with both men and wor

nship of Persons: Father, Son,
12 ity Spi. oligous commcn.
ties often mirror the lifestyle and

e e
Religious women traditional

or
direct programming for Christian
evangelization.

‘Whil it i true that there has been a
decrease the el
ife in recent years, some religious

lived in monasteries or rectories.

‘However, today, because of a variety

of different ministries that may

e & g o Je wprind
nity, some

sy n.vu(.h they T B

Tovo other characteristics of religious.
e are the acive and mntmplanv(

ety oftheir days i sobude

alone. Hermits most often live on the

adeep intimacy with
Christ through
silence, prayer, and
penance.

tage.
‘The monks or nuns bring the hermits

4. Committed Single Life. Put a student
“on the spot,” and have him or her
stand and explain in his or her own
words how he or she understands the
committed single life. Correct any mis-
conceptions. Go on to ask volunteers to
name some of the pros and cons of a
vocation to the committed single life, as
well as the human characteristics that
would prove helpful in living out this
vocation. List on the board. Conclude
by suggesting that perhaps one of the
charisms of the committed single life-
style is its carpe diem—its “seize the
day”—outlook on life that calls the rest
of the Church to recognize and appre-
ciate the grace of the present moment,
the now of the Good News.

See to it that the class understands
that making a decision to be a commit-
ted single person doesn’t make either
the desire or the possibility for physi-
cal intimacy (marriage) go away. Stress
that it is important for someone in the
committed single life to have authen-
tic rel hips with others includi
family, friends, and classmates or co-
workers. In fact, tell the students that
finding our vocation in life means an-
swering two crucial relationship ques-
tions. Write the following on the board:
“Whom do you want to be with?”
and “How do you want to be with
them?” Distribute index cards. Have
the students copy these two questions
on the card. Suggest they keep the card
in a place where they can see it—lock-
er, bathroom mirror, night stand, dash-
board—and ask themselves the two
questions every day.
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6. Consecrated Life. Tell the students
that those called to the consecrated life
help us to recognize Christ present in
our lives and, with Him, to take up the
cross which is our salvation. Distribute
copies of Handout 13, “The Consecrat-
ed Life.” Have the students read the
passage from the Code of Canon Law,
which provides a description of the
vocation to the consecrated life. Then,
have them work in pairs to respond
to the eight questions and to list their
responses in the grid on the bottom of
the handout. Finally, have the students
use the answer in the grid to look up a
Scripture passage that speaks powerful-
ly to who and whose we are. The grid,
with correct answer, is as follows:

14 PsE TEEEREDY O
A 'BYG DVEI PG H

The Scripture passage reads: “You are a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a con-
secrated nation, a people set apart to
sing the praises of God, who called you
out of the darkness into his wonderful
light.” Ask the students to read it aloud
as a group.

. Distribute Handout 14, “Another
Vocation Equation.” Read aloud the

food o dink: By deoing et e o conten:
Pt prayer, thse rligious emindthe

oF et whea ueryuns wil b caught wp in
Contemplation of God

i s sl e ey
live in community. He these sisters and
Toitls i out v 0 d paricpaing in
of the active Pt e
M are missionaries, munug =i
evangelize cither in foreign missions in other
countries or in home missions in their own
countries.

Other Types of the G

living in the United States working as account.
university professors, doctors, fire-ighters,
and in many other professions.

el e ek
single lay people and diocesan
il e g
lic vows and do not five in community. Secular
institutes usually take on. a special focus; for
i, the Mission of Our Lady of Bethany,
founded in 1968 In Prancs, works sod preys s
bring God'love i the ot e of ety
including prostitutes and prisones
over thirty rec it e it
Unitd Ses. Some ar for men nly or women

Tay men, lay.
ixhay

equire a person t0 be a fully professed member
of a eligious community:

One example is consecrated virgins. These are
‘women who live  lfe of perpetual virginity but
emein oy women ani sappot themelvs.

ted by their Tocal bishop to

Taditonally, the
of virginity. Sant Agne, Seint
e, it Ta, ek Satoe oA

Also standing alongside the consecrated life are
socities of apostolic i, whose members do ot
take public vows but engage in many good
reh. One familiar example is the
of Columbus,

Haven, Connecticut, in 1882 by Father
kel 1 vy he Koights of Coumbn
yasintended topr

Catholics

afforded to u.m 1o the workgae du o gty

‘The Knights o

e Vo e o s ot
uises within the Church.

Background Information

In the World

In the Church

Committed Single Life

Christian Marriage

Consecrated Life
Active Religious

Holy Orders
Bishop

(sisters/brothers) Priest

Consecrated Virgins

Deacon

Secular Institutions
Apostolic Societies

Monastic
Hermitic
Contemplative
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excerpt from Pope John Paul II's apos-
tolic exhortation, Familiaris Consortio.
Ask the students if they agree with the
“yocation equation” on the page and
have them explain their answers. Use
both Handout 13 and 14 to summarize
the material on the consecrated life,
including the subsections “Character-
istics of Religious Life,” “Other Types
of Consecrated Life,” and the feature
“Formation for the Consecrated Life,”
on page 59. Use the chart on Handout
14 to demonstrate how the vocation
to consecrated life, as well as that of
Holy Orders, is love lived out in a life
of commitment in the Church, while vo-
cations to committed single life and to
Christian marriage are more love lived
out in a life of Christian commitment in
the world (see Background Information,
page 66).

. Marriage. Brainstorm about the word
“marriage.” Have the students simply
say whatever words come to mind. List
as many as you can on the board. Then
have them work in small groups of
three or four to write terse definitions
of marriage, using—or based on—the
brainstormed words. Allow time for
this exercise, then invite sharing. Have
the class decide which, if any, of the
definitions is best. Then ask: Does our
definition jibe with the description of
marriage in the text (see page 60)?

. Go on to help the students understand
that when we declare that the vocation
of marriage springs from God’s love, we
are asserting our faith that:

| For Enrichment

| Assign students to research the way marriage is portrayed on prime-time television. Have them watch at
| least four different programs and report whether the married people in the programs evidence the traits
| and qualities outlined on page 60 of their text.

' Extending the Lesson

‘}“ Consider showing the video The Sacrament of Marriage by Dr. Kathleen Chesto (25 minutes), available
from Twenty-Third Publications. Conclude by singing a song of vocation and service, for example “Will
" You Come and Follow Me?” (Bell, lona Community).

67
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God lives in loving relationship
(Trinity).

Since we are made in God’s image,
we can’t disown the God-given im-
pulse to connect and commune, to
be “God-like.”

God gave us marriage—a mutual,
lasting relationship—to help us
become more loving—more like
God—who is love.

. Distribute copies of Handout 15, “Get-
ting Ready for Marriage.” Call on vol-
unteers to read the quotes about love
and marriage. Direct the students to
rate themselves on the five practical
ways to prepare for a vocation to mar-
riage. For each of the five statements,
have the students circle the response
that best applies to them (see page 60).
Afterward, suggest to the students
that they work on developing plans to
improve themselves with regard to any
quality for which they circled “Terri-
ble,” “ Not so Good,” and even “Fair.”

. Priesthood. To sum up the key points

0
RNE

Marriage

Marriage is a vocation founded

‘The vocation of mar.

thas
springs from God's
A man and

‘marriage o duplicate

ps slowly and is caltivated by a
growing friendahip that leads o inimate shar-
ing. AX the time of the celebration of the Sacra-
ment of Matrimony, the husband and wie

iage vows with
‘and on each other, In fact, the man and woman
are the ministers of this sacrament; the priest or

Rsinse e i Daess

& Respect and Honor. Both of these qualities
demand giving other people their due and
acknowledging their worth and goodness

fou can practice these skills now in the way
‘you treat your family members and friends of
both sexs.

Listening, Successful married couples are
adept at good conversation. Good

tion involves excellent istening skils as one.

Histening skils that involve give and take and
ipromises when
experience conflcts with family and friends

Commitment Marriage demands faithful and
umbroken commitment. Re 3

mate bond between a husband and wife is
intended 1o represent the same bond that
Jesus shares with the Church. It is an
‘unbreakable bond; this is the reason that the.
Church does not recognize divorce. You can
‘practice commitment in your schoolwork, an.
after-school job, in your partiipation on a
team or other extracurricular activity, and to
your family and friends.

(Chastity. In marriage a husband and wife are
futhful o each other physically. This is how
they observe the counsel of chastity for their
state in lie. For you, chastity means refrain-
sex until marriage. Remaining
chaste until marriage is the best gift you can
give your future spouse on your wedding.

tive of the Church.

Lving in Gt Gl g us 0 imgine
and prepare for marriage. Witnessing the loving
example of parents, grandparents, and neighbors
in marriage is a way to begin to plot out a style

‘@ Love Married people have a particular, exclu-
siv love for one anohe: Thy lso have an
for all per
ilhei t imagne the excubs ovs ot
il on daybeyour i you mar, bt

as  husband or wife, and as a parent. Besides

s
mu dch love for God through prayer,
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Much more on the preparation for marriage, the
tite of Matrimony, and the challenges and
rewards of marciage wil be covered in Unit 2.

vocation to marriage. For example, you can
work on:

in this text section (page 61), begin by
having the students open their Bibles
to John 13:1-15. Explain that this
passage is the Gospel reading for Holy

Page 62 Study Question Answers
1. Holy Orders and Matrimony are called sacraments at the service of the communion because both sacra-
ments are directed to the holiness and salvation of others.
. A lay person lives out Christ’s mission of priest, prophet, and king by uniting themselves to Christ’s
sacrifice and celebrating the Eucharist, by teaching and evangelizing, and by striving to eradicate sin-
fulness in secular institutions.

. A person may choose to live a committed single life in order to care for relatives, to give himself or
herself more completely to a profession, or to serve other worthy ends.

. Probably the greatest challenges to living the committed single life are loneliness and the difficulty of
living chastely.

. A life d to God is cl
chastity, and obedience.

. Religious life shared in community is rooted in the Gospel and in the community of the Trinity itself.

. The active and ive forms of rel life are the same in that both pray, do penance, and live
in community. They are different in that “contemplatives” spend most of their time in solitude apart
from the world. “Active” religious are out in the world, participating in a variety of ministries.

. Consecrated virgins are women who choose to live a life of virginity, to support the clergy through
sacrifice and prayer, but do not become part of a religious order. Secular institutes are groups of single

ized by the promise to live the evangelical counsels of poverty,
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Thursday, when Jesus commanded his

RO i it o B apostles to act as ministers “in memo-

Priesthood

to the vocs-

heaven. The sacrament is received in three
degrees—bishop, priest, and deacon. These
ordained ministers serve the Church by teaching,
by,

tion of priesthood may not take. P ooty

logical or sequential steps. 1t is lkely that each

priest has a unique story about how his vocation

vas first awakened. Some of the sigas that a man
ing called to priesthood may include:

« other people telling him he would make a

a desice to pray;

going to Mass more than usual and imagin-
ing himselfas presider:

trying out some of the ministries associated
T e

their gove

1y of me.” Stress that Jesus’ example of
washing feet demonstrates that above
all else, ordained ministers—bishops,

it m cenmple, e Jesuts o th Peaacicens,

The difference is that the religious priest is
orsind and s brothr s no. Diocesen prists
reliious communites They
rve in 4 particul
ing abedience to the local Sitop. The aioisan
priost makes promises of ey slong ith the
promise of obedience. However, he does not typi-
EAR5 ke vowofpovecy, Mt ofeas e
priestis assigned to work in a par

Unit 3 offers more information on each degree of
ordained ministry on the preparation men typi-

cally undergo on the road to priesthood, and on
their life and ministry s priests.
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Organize and help with the planning

i posers and collagestha empha-
i word ke cal prayer, vcaton

ment as well as the particular Christian
vocations and dsplay them around your school

sick, counseling others)
“The Sacrament of Holy Orders confers a sacred
power on the priest for the service of the faithful
The sacrament is conferred only on baptized
men, following the example of Jesus and the
early Church, who only called men to be
postles and bishops. In the Roman Catholic
Church, prists live celibate Tives and promise to
remain celibate a5 a witness to the kingdom of

on the specifc preparation and practices of
vocations like marriage, feligious lf, ords
tion, and the committed single e
Plan a prayer service or Mass with the theme of
Vocation awareness.

Organize a standing committee that wil con-
e with vocation-themed events thioughout
the year.

d , and priest: d to be ser-
vants, people whose first priority is
to build up the people of God through
service to all. Ask the students to tell
whether their home parish is served
by religious-order priests or diocesan
priests. Ask them to explain what is
the difference between the two.

. Vocation Week. Call attention to the

feature “Vocation Week” (page 61).
Read the opening paragraph aloud.
Make this a class project by having the
students volunteer to serve in one of
three groups: (1) publicity; (2) speaker
organization; (3) liturgy planning. Be-
gin working on the Vocation Week by
deciding on a schedule and timetable.
Let the groups come up with their
own job descriptions and tasks, but be
ready to help out. Be sure each group
sets a time to meet again before leav-
ing class today.

people and/or priests who profess the evangelical counsels but don’t take public vows or live in com-

lic life are or

‘munity. Societies of ap

The purpose of marriage is to further the human race and to aid the wife, husband, and their entire

family to attain eternal happiness with God.

ions, such as the Knights of Columbus, whose members
don’t make vows but do engage in good works for the Church.

10. The man and woman celebrating the sacrament of Matrimony are its ministers.

11. A religious-order priest takes the same vows as other members of the order (religious community). A
diocesan priest serves a particular diocese under the auspices of the local bishop, and takes vows of
celibacy and obedience, but not poverty.

‘Homework Assignment
© Have the students choose one of the following Assignments/Applications to work on: nos. 6, 7, 8,
or 9. Explain that they will need to complete their work in time for their review lesson.
o Direct the students to journal their responses to the Journal/Discussion statements and questions
on page 62.
* Have the students write responses to the Study Questions on page 62 and read “Christian Disciple-
ship: Serve One Another” (pages 62-66).
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