— TEACHER'S MANUAL -

IFatiida ane IReveleiben
Knowing God Through Sa%sed Scipture

&
>
'\() N

Author: Rev. Peter V. Armenio
General Editor: Rev. James Socias

MTB

MIDWEST THEOLOGICAL FORUM
Woodridge, Illinois



Xi
T197
T205
T210

14

17
18
18
18
19
20
20
ee
23
28
e
30

CONTENTS

Abbreviations Used for 31

the Books of the Bible

Chapter 2:
Divine Revelation and Supernatural Faith

General Abbreviations S| e Pla(zni(zg Guide
31c Chapter Objectives
Foreword 31c Keys to this Chapter
Overview 31d Key Ideas
) . 33 Truths Revealed by God
Catholic Prayers and Devotions 34 God Draws His People to Himself
Art and Photo Credits 35 How Supernatural Truths Can Be Known
Index 36 The Truthfulness of Divine Revelation
36 Sideb otives of Credibility
37 cles
Chapter 1: 38 S{debar Test All Things
Knowing God Through Natural 4 (& Prophecies
Revelation, Reason, and Faith %g’ @Vist Satisfies the Highest Human Aspirations
Chapter Planning Guide O @The Life of the Church
Chapter Objectives ;l? Personal Dispositions Needed
Keys to this Chapter & RS @ ccept Divine Revelation
Key Ideas 4@4 tvine Revelation Leads to Faith

v
\\OQ

Knowing God Through Reason
Sidebar: Wisdom 13:1-9

@

a7

Knowing God Through Natural Re 47
Sidebar: St.Thomas Aqumas and i@& \ 48
Science and Reason O \ 0.) 50
Sidebar: Principal Errors O 52
the Existence of God 53
God Makes Himself n 54

Natural Revelati glo@%ns

to Fully Kn

Only Throug alth Can We RR

Understand God's Revelation
Sidebar: The Dialogue Between Faith and Culture
The Necessity of Faith in Knowing God

Faith and the Divine Plan of Salvation —
Faith and the Way Leading to Faith ggg
Sidebar: Faith: The Center of Divine Revelation 554
Faith Seeking Understanding 58
The Faith [s Understood in Prayer
Conclusion 59
Supplementary Reading 61
Study Questions 62
Practical Exercises 63
From the Catechism
64
65

66

o

Sidebar: Steps of Divine Revelation

The Motive and Object of the Act of Faith
Conclusion

Supplementary Reading

Long-Term Assignment

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

Chapter 3:
The Church Transmits the Revelation
of Jesus Christ Through Sacred
Tradition and Sacred Scripture
Chapter Planning Guide
Chapter Objectives
Keys to this Chapter
Key ldeas
The Church Transmits the Revelation
of Jesus Christ
Sidebar: What Is an Ecumenical Council?
The Magisterium: The Church Teaches Infallibly
Sidebar: Apostolic Succession
Sacred Tradition
Sacred Tradition and Human Traditions
Sources of Sacred Tradition
Sidebar: Fathers of the Church




67
67

68
68
68
69
70
72
72
72
74
74
75
75
77
77
77
79
84
85
86

89

89a
89
8%
89f
92
93
93
94
96
98
98
99
100
102
102
104
105
106
106
107
108
108
109

Sacred Scripture
Inspiration: God Is the Principal Author
of Sacred Scripture
The Supernatural Content of the Bible
The Truth of Sacred Scripture
The Sanctity of Sacred Scripture
Interpreting Sacred Scripture
Literary Forms in Sacred Scripture
The Different Senses of the Bible
The Literal Sense
The Spiritual Sense
How to Read the Bible
Look to the Church for Guidance
What to Read First
Sidebar: How to Interpret the Bible
Pray
Faith
Conclusion
Supplementary Reading
Study Questions
Practical Exercises
From the Catechism

Chapter 4:

Sacred Scripture: The Inspired Word of G
Chapter Planning Guide
Chapter Objectives
Keys to this Chapter

Key Ideas @ \O

The Old Law Prepared the Wa the

The Books of the Old Testank
The Law @ §
Sidebar: J, E, D, an
History
Wisdom
Sidebar: What Is Wisdom Literature?
Prophecy
Sidebar: What Is Prophetic Literature?
The New Testament
Sidebar: Finding the Date
The Gospels
The Gospel of St. Matthew
The Gospel of St. Mark
The Gospel of St. Luke
The Gospel of St. John
The Acts of the Apostles
The Epistles
Sidebar: The Names to Designate
Sacred Scripture

111
111
112
112

113
114
115
115
115
115
115
116
117
117
117
118
119
122
124

é@\i

The Book of Revelation
The Canon of Sacred Scripture
Canon of the Old Testament
Sidebar: Deuterocanonical Books
of the Old Testament
Canon of the New Testament
The Original Texts and Languages of the Bible
Translations of the Bible
The Septuagint
The Hexapla
The Vulgate
The New Vulgate
Sidebar: St. Jerome
Printed Editions
Protestant ions of the Bible in English
Catholic QF§$15 of the Bible in English
Conclusj
Sup ntary Reading
Lo Assignment
dy Q@%ﬁons

l Exercises

th Q@techlsm

erS

@ﬁe Old Testament:
{\ od Reveals Himself to His People

aé

127e
127f
129
129
130
131
132
132
133
133
134
135
135
136
137
137
141
142
142
142
143

Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to this Chapter

Key Ideas

Part I: The Promises to Adam
Creation Is Good

In the Image of God

Discovering the Fatherhood of God
The Covenant in Salvation History
The Fall

The First Gospel

The Curse

Evil

Part II: The Promises to Noah

A New Beginning

The Tower of Babel

Part III: The Promises to Abram
God Reveals Himself to Abraham
The Twelve Tribes of Israel

Part IV: The Covenant Through Moses
The Birth and Rescue of Moses
God Reveals His Name to Moses
The Passover

vi




144
145
146
147
148
149
149
150
150
151
151
152
153
154
155
155
156
156
157
158
158
159
160

161
162
163
163
164
164

165
175
176
177

179

179a
179e
179e
179f
182
183
183
184
184
185

Escape from Egypt

God Reveals His Law

Sidebar: The Ten Commandments
Divine Worship Revealed

After the Fall

In the Wilderness

The Tabernacle: Heaven on Earth
The Nation of Israel

The Conquest of Canaan

Part V: The Promises to David
Samuel the King-Maker

David: A Man After God's Own Heart
Bringing the Ark to Jerusalem

The Promises to David

Imperial Israel

The Wisdom of Solomon

Wisdom Literature

Solomon Builds the Temple

King Solomon’s Pride and Apostasy
Prophets

The Assyrian Threat and the End of Israel
God'’s Word Rediscovered

Revelation of Suffering and Hope:
The Promise of a New Covenant \

Sidebar: 1saiah’s Prophecy of the Mess$ (\
Persian Rule \O
Beginning the New Jerusalem \

Ezra Edits the Scriptures

The Promise Unfulfilled @ o \00’
Conclusion: God Prepareigu Q,

for the Fullness of Rew < \(\
Supplementary Reaq@g é

Study QuestlonsOQ @ §

Practical Exerﬁs;s
From the Catechism

Chapter 6:

Jesus Christ:

The Fullness of Divine Revelation
Chapter Planning Guide
Chapter Objectives
Keys to this Chapter
Key Ideas

The Pharisees

The Sadducees

The Essenes

Herod the Great

Judea and Galilee

The Samaritans

185
186
187
188
189
189
190
191
191
192
193
194

Setting the Stage for Christ

The Spread of the Jewish Religion

Mary, the Mother of God

Sidebar: Titles of Mary

Sidebar: Mary as the Ark of the New Covenant
The Birth of Jesus

The Epiphany

Sidebar: The Magi

Jesus in the Temple

St. John the Baptist Makes Straight the Way
The Baptism of Christ

Miracles

195 Sidebar: Miracles of Christ

197 Sidebar: The Beatitudes

198 Eating Witk Sinners
198 The Tinglve
198 r: The Twelve Apostles

199 «Sidebar: The Our Father
1,98) h eath, Burial, and Resurrection
of @esus Christ
@e Last Supper
p of Consummation

O llate Examines Jesus
Condemned to Death
7 St. Peter and Judas

Jesus Crucified
Sidebar: Capital Punishment, Roman Style
It Is Finished
The Burial of Christ
The Women Who Met the Risen Lord
Fulfilling the Law and the Prophets
1. Comparison with Adam
2. Comparison with Noah
3. Jesus Fulfills the Promise to Abraham
4. Jesus Fulfills the Covenant Through Moses
5. Jesus Fulfills the Promises to David
The New Kingdom
The Davidic Promises: Primary Features
The Davidic Promises: Secondary Features
Conclusion
Supplementary Reading
Long-Term Assignment
Study Questions
Practical Exercises
From the Catechism

vii



233

233a
233e
233e
233f
235
236
236

237
239
240
240
242

244
245
246
247
247
248
249
250
250
251
252
254
254
259
260
264
264
266
271
272
273

Chapter 7:

The Church Transmits God’s Revelation
Chapter Planning Guide

Chapter Objectives

Keys to this Chapter

Key Ideas

Jesus Bestows His Authority on the Apostles
Doubting Thomas

The Road to Emmaus:

Jesus Revealed in the Eucharist

St. Peter's Redemption in Galilee
Restoring the Kingdom

The Election of St. Matthias

Pentecost

The Riddle: How Can David’s Son Be David's
Lord?

St. Peter’s Authority

The Martyrdom of St. Stephen

Early Christian Worship

Sidebar: The Precepts of the Church

St. Philip Baptizes the Ethiopian

Saul the Persecutor

Saul's Encounter with Jesus

Are Christians Bound by the Mosaic Law?
The Council of Jerusalem

What Jesus Taught About the End of Histo@

The End of the Old Covenant
The Vision of the Heavenly Liturgy

The Liturgy of the Word @
The Heavenly Eucharist \é\, \Q
The Beasts QO (&
N
The New Jerusalem Q

Conclusion: The End of@Q tomy
Supplementary Rea@;g

Study Questions

Practical Exercises

From the Catechism

STUDENT WORKBOOK

Student Workbook
T1 Chapter One
T9 Chapter Two

T17 Chapter Three
T27 Chapter Four
T37 Chapter Five
T59 Chapter Six
T75 Chapter Seven

RESOURCE MATERIALS

<°

Chapter Tests

T90 Chapte%@

TO6 Chap

T102 Ch%@r ee

T108 ERapte é’]

T11 Q @Flve
&‘@1‘ 6 &s ptel(S ven

Ch&)”c &b zes
N apter One

Chapter Two
‘b’ p

3 Chapter Three

\O 49 Chapter Four

T155 Chapter Five
T162 Chapter Six
T168 Chapter Seven

Vocabulary Reviews: Crossword Puzzles
T176 Chapter One

T179 Chapter Two

T182 Chapter Three

T185 Chapter Four

T188 Chapter Five

T191 Chapter Six

T194 Chapter Seven

viii







OBJECTIVES

Learning Experience

OPENING & CLOSING
ACTIVITIES

[d Course goals and instructional procedures

GUIDED EXERCISES

HOMEWORK

Reading

d Knowling God
through Natural
Revelation, Reason,
and Faith (pp.2-3)

d Knowing God
through Reason
(p-4)

[ Sidebar: Wisdom

13: 1-9 (p.5)
Learning Experience Anticipatory Set Partner Activity Textbook
(1 Natural religion (1 Class Discussion: (4 Knowing God (1 Study Questions 1-5
[ The Natural knowledge of through rea .2) (p-28)
fundamental God in Wisdom (p. 3) Graphic Orga é’ Workbook
ways of Closure Q Four %(gg’fenstlcs (1 Questions 1-8
knowing God [0 Write about the of the Khowledge of Reading
natural desire for S)\' 2 Knowing God
God (p.5) ritingy> through Natural
Alternative Assessment Of the

[ Class Discussion:
Natural ability to
know God (p.5)
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Revelation (pp.6-9)

(4 Sidebar: St. Thomas
Aquinas and the Five
Ways (pp.7-8)

Learning Experience

(d The natural
knowledge of
God

(4 The Five Ways
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5\ St. Thomas and

.,\ the modern
understanding of the
universe (p.8)
Graphic Organizer

1 St. Thomas’ Five
Ways (p.30b)

Textbook
(1 Study Questions 7-8

(p.28)
(d Practical Exercise 2

(p-29)
Workbook

[ Questions 9-13
Reading

[ Science and Reason
(pp-9-10)

or (p.8) [ Sidebar: Principal
Errors regarding
the Existence of God
(p-11)
Learning Experience Anticipatory Set Think/Pair/Share Textbook
(1 Science as a [ Class Discussion: [ Limitation of science [ Study Questions
restriction of Science and reason (p.9) 9-12, 24 (p.28)

reason
(1 Scientism

(1 Modern science
and God

[ Principal errors
regarding the
existence of God

(p-9)

Closure

(1 Write about being
a scientist and
believing in God
(p-11)

Alternative Assessment

(1 Class Discussion:
Why atheism is on
the increase (p.11)

(d Reason contains
science (p.9)

Graphic Organizer

(d Principal errors
regarding God’s
existence (p.30a)

(1 Practical Exercises 1,
3, 5-7 (p.29)

Workbook

[ Questions 14-18

Reading

[ God Makes Himself
Knows to Man
(pp. 12-17)

(1 Sidebar: The
Dialogue between
Faith and Culture
(p-17)




Introductory Lesson
(for first day of class)

INSTRUCTION

[ Give each student a syllabus for
the course and review it with
the class. This should include the
overall goals of the course and
the breakdown of the content
by semester, quarter, and week
of instruction. It should include
major projects and tests.

(1 Explain how the lessons of this
text will be taught. Explain
to the students the cycle of
instructional lessons, review
lesson, and test day.

(1 Give each student an
instructional policy for this class
and go over it with them. The
instructional policies are your
classroom behavior and academic
policies, including policies for late
work, missing work, academic
honesty, neatness, and so on.

[ Pass out student texts and
Bibles, and any other materials
you are providing.

(1 If you wish students to read
ahead, present the Objectives of
tomorrow’s first instructional
lesson, and let them begin the
Homework Assignment if any
time remains.

HOMEWORK d
ASSIGNMENT

(1 Read Chapter 1 through
“Wisdom 13: 1-9” (p.5)

FOCUS QUESTIONS

(1 According to the Catechism,
no. 33, what are some of the
signs by which a person can
perceive he or she possesses
a spiritual soul?

They include openness to truth
and beauty, a sense of moral
goodness, freedom, the voice
of conscience, and longing for
the infinite and for happiness.

GUIDED EXERCISE

Have each student work with a partner to read
Supplementary Reading 1 (p.23) and then write a bullet
point summary of what St. Paul teaches in regard to (1) a
person’s ability to know God through reason and (2) the
consequences of his or her refusal to see God.

*Since the creation of the world, God’s invisible nature,
namely, his eternal power and deity, can be clearly
perceived in the things that have been made.

*Because they did not acknowledge God, people became
futile in their thinking, worshiped idols, and lived lives of
sexual impurity.

FOCUS
QUESTIONS

[ What inborn capacity
do human beings
possess that no
other creature in
material creation
has?

They have an inborn
capacity to know God
and to be in communion
with him.




Knowing God
through Reason

(pp.2-5)

LESSON OBJECTIVES

[d Natural religion

[ Fundamental ways of knowing
God

BASIC QUESTIONS

[ What is natural religion?

[ What are the two fundamental
ways of knowing God?

KEY IDEAS

(1 Each human being is born with
a natural desire for God, which
is answered in the natural
capacity to know God through
reason.

[d The fundamental ways to know
God are through reason and
Revelation.

FOCUS QUESTIONS
[J What is the natural desire for God?

Each person has this yearning for God in his or her human nature.
[ How does Pope Benedict XVI see the natural desire for God evident in Plato?

Beauty causes a certain kind of suffering— a nostalgia and longing — in each person
that keeps him or her from being satisfied with ordinary life.

[d How does St. Augustine describe man’s natural desire for God?
“You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.”

ANTICIPATORY SET

Incorporate the passage from the
Book of Wisdom (p.5) into the
class’s opening prayer, and then
lead a class discussion using the
following question:

[ What does this passage reveal
about natural knowledge of
God, that is, knowledge anyone
can obtain through reason and
experience?

People ought to be able to see
God through the things he made
rather than see created things
as gods. Idolatry is perhaps
understandable because people
are distracted by the power and
beauty of creation, but idolatry is
foolish and inexcusable because,

if men can perceive the power and
beauty of created things, they
should also be able to perceive the
much greater power and beauty of
the God who created them.




FOCUS QUESTIONS

(1 What is the supernatural
counterpart to a person’s
natural desire for God?

It is God’s desire for us.

(1 What is God’s supernatural
desire for each person, and
what is the result of this
desire?

God wants people to live in
communion with him, so he
reaches out and enables them
to find him.

(1 What does it mean to say
each person is—by nature
and by vocation—a religious
being?

People come from God and seek
and desire God.

(1 What are the two ways one
can come to know God?

One can know God through
Revelation and human reason.

(1 What is the overarching
subject of the textbook?

Faith and reason work together
to help understand God’s
Revelation.

[ Even without the help of
Divine Revelation, what can
human reason lead a person
to realize about God?
Human reason can lead one to
realize God exists. It can even
tell us some about his divine

nature. C

(1 According to the Catechism,
no.31, what is the nature of
the proofs reason can give in
regard to God’s existence?
They are proofs for the
existence of God not in the
sense of proofs in the natural
sciences but in the sense of
“converging and convincing
arguments.”

(1 What did the pagan
philosophers Plato and
Aristotle conclude about God?
Using reason alone, they
concluded there must be one god.
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FOCUS QUESTIONS

[J What is Aristotle’s First Cause?

Despite his polytheistic culture, Aristotle reached the philosophical conclusion there
is one god.

[1J What attributes of God did Aristotle discern by reason?
He reasoned God must be eternal and perfect.

[ What did St. Thomas Aquinas do with Aristotle’s arguments about God?
He clarified and extended them in the thirteenth century.






