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GoDp CREATES

THE WORLD
(Genesis 1:1-31)

n the beginning, there was only -
God. Everything was dark be
God created heaven and earth.

Then God said, “Let there be
light,” and there was light. He
called the light “day,” and he
called the darkness “night.”
This was the first day.




=%

Second, God niade the beautiful
sky, and he separated it from
the world below.

' Third, God created water
and land. He made many

~ plants and trees, too, and

they grew wonderful fruit.

Next, God made the sun, the
moon, and the stars, and put
them in the sky. God looked
~ at what He had done and
saw how great it was.



MOSES AND THE

GREAT ESCAPE
(Exodus 1-14)

fter the death of the kind pharaoh who

became Joseph’s friend, an evil man took
his place as leader of Egypt. This pharaoh
was very jealous of Joseph's descendants, the
Israelites. He made them slaves of the
Egyptians and told his soldiers to kill all their
baby boys.
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One mother hid her baby boy from the sol-
diers. She put him in a basket at the edge of
the river, where he would be safe. Soon, the
pharaoh’s daughter came to the river and
found the baby boy. She decided to take him
home and named him Moses, which means
"pulled out of the water.”

Moses grew up in the pharaoh'’s palace,
strong, healthy, and good. Because he had a
loving heart, Moses grew angry when he saw
one of the pharaoh’s soldiers hurting an
Israelite slave. He told the soldier to stop
hurting the man, but the soldier didn’t listen.
To save the slave, Moses killed the soldier.
Moses knew the pharaoh would punish him
for this, so he ran away to a different land
and became a shepherd.

Moses was out in the field caring for his
sheep one day when he saw a burning bush
and went to investigate. To his surprise, even
though the bush burned, the leaves stayed
green! Then he realized that God was speak-
ing to him.
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Kigng Saul was very sad. He had not been a
ood king for the Israelites, and he had
disobeyed God. Saul asked his (
servants to find someone to
cheer him up.

Saul's servant brought Jesse’s
son David, a young shepherd



boy who often sang to his sheep to keep
them quiet. David sang and played music for
Saul, which made him very happy.

At this time the Israelites were fighting anoth-
er group called the Philistines. The Philistines
had a very strong, very large soldier named
Goliath. Goliath thought he could beat any-
one, so he told the Israelites to send a man to
fight him. But the Israelites were afraid of the
giant.

David was delivering food to his brothers on
the battlefield when he heard Goliath roar out
his challenge. David did not like to see the
Israelites so frightened by the giant, so he
said he would fight him.

“No,” said King Saul. “You are but a youth,
and he has been a man of war.”

But David was not afraid. “The Lord who
delivered me from the paw of the lion, and
from the paw of the bear, will deliver me from
the hand of this Philistine.”



Sadly, King Saul agreed to let the brave
young boy fight. He gave him a sword and
the clothes of a soldier. But David did not like
the soldier’s clothes and the sword. Instead he
chose a slingshot and five smooth stones.

As the giant raced toward David with his
mighty sword, David used his slingshot to
shoot a stone at Goliath. The rock hit the
giant smack in the middle of the forehead and
knocked him down at once.
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THE BIRTH OF JESUS:

A KING Is BorN
(Luke 2:1 20)

t was almost time for Joseph and Mary’s
baby to be born, and their little home was
ready. Joseph had made a cradle for the baby
to sleep in. Mary had made some little clothes

for the baby and some blankets to wrap him




But Mary and Joseph were sad. They had to go
on a very long trip soon, and they were wor-
ried that the baby might be born before they
returned home.

Their home was a part of the Roman Empire, a
land ruled by a man named Caesar Augustus.
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“Be not afraid; I bring you good news of a
great joy which will come to all the people;
for to you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”




LoAvVES AND FISHES
(Matthew 14:15-21, John 6:1 -14)

rowds of people had been listening to

Jesus teach all day near the Sea of Galilee.
It was almost time for dinner, and everyone
was growing very hungry. Jesus pointed this
out to his friends, the apostles.
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“How are we to buy bread, so that
these people may eat?” Jesus asked
Philip. Philip replied that they
didn’t have the money to buy
enough for everyone to have
even a little. But Jesus had a
plan.

Andrew told Jesus there was a
boy in the crowd who had five
barley loaves and two fish. “But

what are they among so many?”
Andrew asked. He didn’t think that lit-
tle bit would make any difference.

Jesus smiled and told his apostles to ask
everyone to have a seat. Then Jesus took the
two fish and the five loaves of bread and
looked up to heaven. He blessed the food and
told the apostles to begin feeding the people.

Because they believed in him, the apostles did
as Jesus asked. They were surprised to see
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Jesus DiEs oN THE CROSS
(Matthew 27, Mark 15,
Luke 22-23, John 18-19)

]esus prayed in a garden after his last supper
with his friends, the apostles. He told God
that he hoped he might not have to die on
the cross, but that he would do whatever God
wanted.

Soon, the Roman soldiers came to the garden
and took Jesus prisoner. They took him to the
chief priest, who asked Jesus if he thought
he was the Son of God. Jesus said, “You

say that I am.” Others who had heard
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Jesus preaching said that Jesus called God his
Father. This was against the law. The chief
priest said Jesus was guilty and would have
to die. The people spit on him and hit him.
They took him to the Roman governor,
Pontius Pilate.




Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the
Jews?” But Jesus only said, "You have said
S0."

Pilate said Jesus was not guilty. He asked the
people whether he should let Jesus go, or let
Barabbas, a murderer, out of jail. The people
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