CECECCECECCLdddddddddddddddd

Introduction to the Program

ProgramiStrugtuteind Lemon S dhin lax OV-10
Plafining Calerdary et b amas sy . o OV-14
Scope and Sequence........... OV-16
Unit 1
God Reveals a Plan of Love T1
Noteto Familles T8 ..U EENE. . B Tla
Chapter 1 The Bible Reveals God's Saving Love .... T2
Day One  Let the Son Shine In T4
Day Two  Let's Get Acquainted T7
Day Three Invited by God 9
Day Four A Bible Journey Log T13
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T1S
Chapter2  Scripture Is God’s Saving Word ... Ti6
Day One  God's Revealing Love T18
Day Two A Sacred Library T21
Day Three Sharpening Bible Skills T25
Day Four  God Speaks to You T26
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T29

Chapter3  Everything God Created Is Good ...
Day One  Creation Is a Sign of God's Love
Day Two  Our Dignity and Our Duty.
Day Three Caring for God's Creation
Day Four  Celebrating God's Creative Love
Day Five  Extending the Chapter
Chapter4  God Offers Love and Mercy ...
Day One  Sin and God's Response
Day Two  Relationships in Conflict
Day Three A Forgiving Heart
Day Four  Peacemakers
Day Five  Extending the Chapter

T30

T32
T35
38
T40
T4

..T42

T44
47
T49
51
53

Chapter’5:  Unit 1. Review SEmmeniiset’ Soiiels T54
Day One Salvation History T56
Day Two  Review 58
Day Three Unit 1 Test Tl
Day Four  Celebration of God's Word T62
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T63

Unit 2

God Forms a Family of Faith T65

Chapter6  Abraham Is Our Father in Faith......... T66
Day One  Abraham, Father of All Believers Te8
Day Two A Test of Abraham’s Faith T74
Day Three Faith Expressed Through Prayer T77
Day Four  Faith Expressed Through Sacrifice T79
Day Five  Extending the Chaprer T81

Chapter7  Jacob Is Chosen by God.. ..T82
Day One  How Jacob Was Chosen T84
DayTwo  How We Were Chosen T88
Day Three Living Our Mission T91
Day Four  Remembering That We Are Chosen T93
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T95

Chapter8  The Israelites Journey to Egypt......... -T96
Day One  Joseph in Trouble T98
Day Two  Divine Providence T102
Day Three The Meaning of Trust T105
Day Four  Joseph and Jesus T107
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T109

Chapter9  Unit2 Review............... 2110
Day One A Memorial Stone T2
Day Two  Review T4
Day Three Unit 2 Test T7
Day Four  Celebrating God's Presence T8
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T120

v



Unit 3
God Guides the Chosen People T121
Chapter 10 God Rescues the Chosen People
FEOMISIAVOTT oottt s ik Ti122
Day One  Moses, a Great Leader T124
Day Two  Exodus—Escape from Egypt T129
Day Three We Celebrate the New Covenant T132
Day Four  Passover and the Eucharist T134
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T137
Chapter 11 God Gives Us the Law ............... T138
Day One  Struggles in the Wilderness T140
Day Two A Covenant with the LORD T143
Day Three A Spiritual Hike T145
Day Four A Time to Give Thanks T147
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T149
Chapter 12 We Live the Commandments Today... T150
Day One A Heart of Love T152
Day Two  Honoring God T157
Day Three A Heart for Others T159
Day Four  The Mind and Heart of Jesus T162
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T164
Chapter 13 Learning God’s Way.................. T166
Day One  Learning to Live as God's People T168
Day Two  In Times of Decision 71
Day Three You Decide T174
Day Four Intercessory Prayer T75
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T177
Chapter 14 God Forgives Us ....... . T178
Day One  Power to Heal and Forgive T180
Day Two  Reconciliation in Our Lives T183
Day Three The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation T185
Day Four A Celebration of Reconciliation T187
Day Five Ex[endmg the Chap[er T189
Chapter 15 God’s Chosen People Enter
the Promised Land ................... T190
Day One  Two Leaders of God's People T192
Day Two ~ The Promised Land at Last T195
Day Three Respecting Our Leaders T197
Day Four  Becoming Good Leaders T199
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T201

vi

Chapter 16 Unit 3 Review.

Day One A Bible Scroll T4
Day Two  Review T206
Day Three Unit 3 Test T209
Day Four  Celebrating God's Guidance 70
Day Five  Extending the Chapter ne
Unit 4
God Leads
the Chosen People T213
Chapter 17 The Period of Judges ..................... T214
Day One  Problems in the Promised Land 216
Day Two  Judges, Heroes, and Heroines ™19
Day Three Media Influence T223
Day Four  Media Influence T223
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T226
Chapter 18 The Kings of Israel............... T228
Day One  The Israelites Request a King T230
Day Two  Anointed for Service T234
Day Three Catholic Leaders Today T237
Day Four Who Rules Your Life? T238
Day Five  Extending the Chapter 241
Chapter 19 David and Solomon ..................... T242
Day One  David, a Great King T244
Day Two  Solomon, a Wise King T247
Day Three The Temple, a Place of Beauty and Worship 1250
Day Four  Praying the Psalms T252
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T254
Chapter20 Unit4 Review.................. T256
Day One A Talk Show T258
Day Two A Talk Show 258
Day Three Review and Celebration 2%
Day Four  Unit 4 Test T263
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T264

%27



ettt aad

Unit 5

Prophets Prepare the Lord's Way T265

Chapter 21  Elijah and Amos Speak for the Lord T266
Day One  Prophets—God's Mouthpieces T268
Day Two  God's Call for Justice 271
Day Three Called to Social Justice T274
Day Four  Missionary Work T276
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T279

Chapter22 Isaiah Proclaims the

PromisedMessiahi....... .. ooiniinan T280
Day One Isaiah: God's Holiness T282
Day Two  Dreamersand Planners T286
Day Three Tracing the Promise: A Play T289
Day Four  Signs of the Messiah T291
Day Five  Extending the Chapter 1292

Chapter23  Prophets Proclaim God's

Everlasting-iove ..............oovvmennnens T294
Day One  Prophet of a New Covenant T296
Day Two  Exile in Babylon 1301
Day Three Prophecies of Jeremiah T303
Day Four  Opposing Evil Today T304
Day Five  Extending the Chaprer T307

Chapter24 The Savior Is Jesus, the Son of God ... T308

Day One  John, the Last Prophet T310
Day Two  The Promise Fulfilled T314
Day Three Giving Joyful Praise with Mary T318
Day Four  Preparing the Lord's Way 1320
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T323
Chapter25 Unit5Review............................ T324
Day One  Preparing to Celebrate T326
Day Two  Celebrating the Prophets T327
Day Three Review 1329
Day Four  Unit 5 Test 1333
Day Five  Extending the Chapter T333

Special Seasons and Lessons

The Year in Our Church .......... f
1 Feast of All Saints November 1 ........... 3
2Advent ..o

EEH T Crmmtipen s oo MR SR
4 O S s s e i S ety T354
STHOIAWEEKE K. ... b BN G
6Easter.. .o i s G A L
7 Pentecost,. .. .. vis st

8Our Lady of Guadalupe Decerber 12
9 March: The Month of Saint Joseph March 19..... T386

10 May: The Month of Mary..................... T390
1| Jonah: A Fish:Story i it s ausineal 21895
12 Judith: A Brave Woman................... ceren.... TA00
13 Job: A Man of Suffering........................ ... T404
14 Esther: Queen of Courage and Faith.............. T409
What Catholics Should Know T415
Prayerand HOWWePTay. ... ..o oumeser e T417
What Is Prayer? T417
The Five Basic Forms of Christian Prayer T417
Blessing T417
Petition 417
Intercession T418
Thanksgiving T418
Praise T418
We Meditate and Contemplate T418
We Get Ready to Pray T418
We Avoid Distractions T418
An Ancient Language of Prayer T419
TOEROSALY: s s i ittt RS T420
Praying the Rosary T421
Mysteries of the ROSAIY........ccoooeiiveriiisienanes . T422
The Joyful Mysteries T422
The Luminous Mysteries T422
The Sorrowful Mysteries T422
The Glorious Mysteries T422
vii



Stations of the Cross MR, ..............cc0cne

Formulas of Catholic Doctrine.........................
The Great Commandment
The New Commandment
The Golden Rule
The Beatitudes
The Ten Commandments
Precepts of the Church
The Four Last Things
Virtues
Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit
Works of Mercy

Celebrating and Living Our Catholic Faith..........
The Mystery of Faith Made Present
The Seven Sacraments
Sacraments of Initiation
Sacraments of Healing
Sacraments at the Service of Communion
Holy Days of Obligation
Order of the Mass
Making Good Choices ...
The Morality of Human Acts
An Examination of Conscience
How to Make a Good Confession

FREBIblert 2 so et mis vy SORRSYL IO FREHONG SRS Y
How the Old Testament and the New
Testament Were Put Together

Showing Our Love for the World. .....................
Call to Family, Community and Participation
Rights and Responsibilities
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
The Dignity of Workers and the Rights of Workers
Solidarity
Care for God's Creation

Student Book Cover Prayers

viii

Saints and Feast Days

Calendar of Saints and Feast Days............
Introduction
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August

The Catechist’s Handbook T455
The Catechist’s Handbook...............................T455
Profile of a Sixth Grader T456
Areas of Growth T457
The Catechist T458
Tips for Good Catechesis T460
What the Catechism Says to Catechists T461
Techniques and Tools of Teaching T462
Creative Activities T468
Teaching Students with Special Needs T470

Multiculeural Awareness

Assessment

Carechist’s Resources
Parent-Catechist Meeting. .
MuBICRIBE oo

ENEECtOBOESUPPIOTS . 1ot srrnsroinss = rmsalth

ORINERESOUTCES . ... .. kil s rslieiinl . e T489
A e S S e S I v T491
B o i T503
SETIPEUTSINACK ok bbb oasisiiasbio suisiodiidh ol Gads T507

2%



CCCCCCCCCEECEECddddddddddddd

N

God Forms a Family of Faith

Goals

The students will understand how God'’s plan of salvation unfolded in the lives of the patriarchs.

They will become more aware of God’s goodness and deepen their trust in God.

6 Abraham Is Our Father in Faith
The students learn that Abraham, a
man of great faith and deep trust in God,
responded to God’s call with wholehearted
generosity and prompt obedience. They
are encouraged to respond to God’s calls as
Abraham did, thus giving witness to their
faith. Learning about God's covenant with
Abraham, they are led to renew their own
baptismal covenant. They explore ways
of expressing their faith through prayer,
sacrifice, and service.

7 Jacob Is Chosen by God
The students become acquainted with the
story of Jacob, and they learn that they, too,
have been chosen by God at baptism, when
they received God'’s blessing and God called
them by name. They realize that they, like
Jacob, have received a mission: to continue
the life and work of Jesus as Christians
wherever they are.

8 The Israelites Journey to Egypt
The students trace the events in the life of
Joseph, the son of Jacob (Israel), and learn
how God brings good out of situations
that seem hopeless. They see how God’s
providence nourishes hope and encourages
the people of God to look beyond the trials
of the present to the glory that is to come.
The students also explore the concept of
Christ’s prefigurement in Old Testament
people and events.

9 Unit 2 Review
The students review what they have learned
about the formation of the people of God
and their trust in divine providence. They
respond with praise in a celebration that
combines ritual and prayer.
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Abraham Is Our Father in Faith

Faith Focus

Abraham made a covenant of faith with the one true God.

Reflecting on the Faith Experience

Take a few moments to reflect prayerfully before preparing the lesson.

Listening

Go forth from the land of your
kinsfolk and from your father’s
house to a land that I will
show you.

I'will make of you a great
nation,
and I will bless you;
I'will make your name great,
so that you will be a blessing.

Genesis 12:1-2

Reflecting

God’s call comes to each of us
throughout our lives in many
different ways. Each call is an
election and a promise: an election
to a particular work in God's plan of
salvation, and a promise of divine
help and blessing if we have faith in
God and respond trustingly. God
awaits our response, for though God
is the Lord, the events of history
depend upon people’s response to
God's call.

Abraham is a model of fidelity

to God's call. He unhesitatingly

left his home, his friends, and his
attachments to travel to an unknown
land of strange people—all this in

a generous response of faith in God
and trust in God’s word. With the
same unstinting generosity, he was
willing to offer the greatest sacrifice,
the life of his only son, because he
thought God asked it of him. God
rewarded Abraham'’s faith and love
in many ways, but especially by

T66 uNiIT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

renewing the covenant with him.
God promised again that through
his descendants “all nations would
be blessed.”

As Christians we also have received
a special call—a call to holiness, to
sanctity.

This is the will of God, your
holiness.

1 Thessalonians 4:3

Through God’s grace, received

in Baptism, we have been made
the new people of God and have
entered into a covenant with him.
We have been sanctified; however,
we are called to give witness to
that sanctification and bring it to
perfection in our lives. Just as God
encouraged Abraham to do his
will, so God encourages us through
words to Isaiah:

Fear not, for I have redeemed

you;
Thave called you by name:
you are mine.
When you pass through the
water, I will be with

you...
When you walk through
fire ...
the flames shall not consume
you.
For I am the Lorp, your God,
... your savior.
Isaiah 43:1-3

Am I now responding fully to a
particular call from God?

Responding

Heavenly Father, give my students
the grace to respond to your call as
Abraham did.

Scripture for Further Reflection

Genesis 12, 17,21-22 Abraham
responded to God’s call,
leaving behind the security
of his possessions and

his homeland in order to
experience the wonder of
God's life-giving love. When
Abraham thought that God
wanted the sacrifice of his
son, he responded with
prompt obedience and loving
generosity.

Leviticus 26:1-13 God promises

to bless those who obey his
law.

PPPPPPPPPPPP?
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Preparing for the Faith Experience

Day One
Abraham, Father of All
Believers

Day Two
A Test of Abraham’s Faith

Day Three
Faith Expressed Through
Prayer

Day Four
Faith Expressed Through
Sacrifice

Day Five
Extending the Chapter

Scripture in This Chapter

Genesis 12, 15, 17,22 Abraham
responds to God's call.

Psalm 89:1-2,15-16,19,28 God's
faithfulness

James 2:14-24 Saint James speaks
about faith.

Catholic Social Teaching
¢ Family and Community

* Rights and Responsibilities

¢ Life and Dignity

Church Documents

Catechism of the Catholic Church.
The themes in this chapter
correspond to the following
paragraphs: 59-60, 144-146, 166,
762, 1080, 2100.

National Directory for Catechesis #51.
Children should be taught respect
for the continuing existence of
God’s Covenant with the Jewish
people and their faithful response
to God’s call.

Dogmatic Constitution on the Church
#39-#42 (Vatican II). God calls
everyone to holiness of life and
gives each person all that he or she
needs to be able to answer that call
with devotion and generosity.

The Jewish People and Their Sacred
Scriptures in the Christian Bible #28
(Pontifical Biblical Commission). In
choosing Abraham, God revealed
his plan for blessing all the people
on earth.

Prayer at the Western Wall in
Jerusalem by John Paul Il. Since
God chose Abraham to bring his
name to the nations of the world,
we should commit ourselves to
genuine brotherhood with Jews,
the people of the Covenant.

Music in This Chapter

For a list of music suggested in this
program, see page T481.

Enriching the

Faith Experience

Use the activities at the end of
the chapter to enrich a lesson or
to replace an activity with one
that better meets the needs of
your class.

Bulletin Board

A suggestion for a bulletin-board
design for this chapter is pictured.

ABRArI‘-IAM %&ﬁé

Father - \<NATIONS
of *

Believers ‘

DESCENDANTS
b~
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Day One Abraham, Father of All Believers

LEARNING OUTCOMES

The students will be able to

.

describe how God calls his people
and how we should respond.
retell the story of Abraham’s call
and God's covenant with him.

explain that through Baptism
we have entered into God’s
covenant.

explain that Islam professes the
faith of Abraham.

Words to Know
Abraham

covenant
sacrifice
See the Glossary for definitions.

Key Terms

Canaan—Iland located between
Syria and Egypt that God promised
to the descendants of Abraham

Chaldea—land through which
Abraham journeyed when God told
him to move from Ur to Haran

Chosen People—the descendants
of Abraham

Euphrates—river that flows
through the Fertile Crescent

Fertile Crescent—area of rich soil
located between the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers

Haran—city to which Abraham
moved from Ur

Islam—one of the three religions,
along with Judaism and Christianity,
that profess belief in one God
Palestine—the land of Canaan
given to Abraham’s descendants

by God; the Holy Land

Tigris—river that flows through
the Fertile Crescent

Ur—city located in Chaldea
(present day Iraq) from which
Abraham moved early in life

T68 uNIT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

Student pages 37-4

.
S

Materials

¢ BLM 18A-B (optional)

¢ Blindfold

¢ Journey logs

¢ Song for Sharing #5, such as
“Yaweh, the Faithful One” from
Neither Silver nor Gold or “Be Not
Afraid” from Earthen Vessels
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Before You Begin

1. The Jewish faith has its origin in
Abraham. God identified himself
to Moses as the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. Through God's
self-revelation, Abram the
shepherd became Abraham,
“Father of Many Nations.”

i

A covenant is a sacred
relationship—a kinship—that
God invites us to enter into.
Unlike a modern-day contract,
which is a legal agreement
between equals, our covenant
with God is an expression of
our total dependency on him.
However, the covenant is not a
matter of God imposing his
will upon us; rather, it is an act
of grace. God alone is capable
of perfect faithfulness to the
covenant. We can remain
faithful to the covenant only
through God’s help. Likewise,
despite our unfaithfulness,
God’s mercy continually invites
us to return to the relationship
he has established and to live
by the law of love, in order that
we may reap the benefits of the
covenant—eternal life.

o

. Explain to the students that
because the events they will
be studying took place about
4,000 years ago and in foreign
countries, they may find the
customs and ways of thinking
strange. They may discover that
they, however, identify with the
Israelites, who struggled with
many of the same questions we
face today.

'S

. You may wish to send home
with the students copies of BLM
18A-B. These are parent pages
about the study of Unit 2.

POUOOOIOIIOI0383333333300000d094d0

Getting Started

Day One

God Forms a Family of Faith

IN THIS UNIT, you will be learning about how God formed his.

family of faith, beginning with Abraham.

Abraham Is Our Father in Faith
Abraham was a man of great faith who

trusted in God. When God called Abraham

to leave his homeland, Abraham responded
with a generous and obedient heart. Like
Abraham, you are being called by God. You
can give witness to your faith by responding as
Abraham did. God established a covenant—a
sacred agreement—with Abraham. As you
learn about Gods covenant with Abraham,
think about your own baptismal covenant with
God. Throughout this unit, you will explore
‘ways of expressing your faith through prayer,
sacrifice, and service to others.

Jacob Is Chosen by God
Isaac, Abraham's son, had two
sons: Jacob and Esau. You will
read about the story of Jacob.
Justas Jacob received God's
blessing, you received God's
blessing at Baptism. Like Jacob,

ou have received a mission: to
continue the life and work of
Jesus wherever you go.

@ UNIT2 God Forms a Family of aith

The Israelites
Journey to Egypt
You will trace the events in the lfe of Jacob's
son Joseph and learn how God brings about
good in situations that seem hopeless. We call
this God's providence. You will learn how
God's providence helps us to be hopeful and
encourages us to look beyond the difficulties of
the present. You will also learn how Christians.
have come to see people and events in the Old
Testament as hints of the salvation that we find
in Jesus Christ.

Centering

1. Ask for a volunteer to take a “trust walk.”
1 would like someone to take a walk with me. You will be blindfolded, but |
promise | will lead you carefully and make sure no harm comes to you. You
will have to believe what | say and trust that | will keep my promises.

2. Lead the volunteer on a trust walk.
Blindfold the student and gently turn him or her around two or three times. Lead
the student around the room. Then remove the blindfold and ask the student how
he or she felt during the walk, whether he or she felt afraid, and why or why not.
Emphasize how important it was for the blindfolded person to believe and trust.

3. Explain to the students how this lesson relates to what they learned

about in the previous unit.

You have learned that God promised to have mercy on the human race after
the first sin. Today you will meet the person who began the fulfillment of this
promise. His entire life was like a trust walk.

4. Invite volunteers to read aloud God Forms a Family of Faith

on page 38.
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Day One

Sharing

1. Have the students read
independently and discuss
God’s Call and Abram’s
Response on page 39.
4+ Read the first paragraph. [Pause]

Why do you think the ancient
people worshiped the forces of
nature? (Possible answers: Nature is
powerful, asa god should be. The
ancient people did not see how the
forces of nature worked, so they
thought these forces were controlled
by unseen gods)

3

Why didn't these people know the
one true God? (God wasn't yet fully
revealed to them,)

Read the rest of the section.
What did God ask Abram to do?
(leave his father's home and his
country and travel to Canaan)
Until this time Abram didn’t
know much about God, who was
just beginning to reveal himself.

+

+

+

In those days moving was not
easy. For Abram it meant traveling
with his whole household, which
included relatives, servants, and
the families of those who traveled
with him. It meant moving flocks
of animals, household goods,
clothes, and weapons. There were
no moving vans, no maps, and no
roads as we know them. Moving
was difficult and dangerous. Also,
Abram was no longer a young
man. How old was Abram?
(seventy-five)

+

Why did Abram’s move require
faith? (Possible answers: He didn't
know the land to which God
directed him or the people who
lived there. The journey would be
long a difficult)

+

What would his spiritual journey
lead him to? (a deeper and clearer
faith in the one true God)

T70 unit2 God Forms a Family of Faith

od’s Call and Abram’s Response

based on Genesis 12

Have you ever been in awe of the power of the
sea, the beauty of sunlight, or the strength of
the wind? Many centuries before the coming
of Christ, people wondered about these

things. Nature impressed them greatly. Each
element was a mystery to them. Many people
worshiped the forces of nature as their gods.
They offered prayers and sacrifices to these
gods. They did not know the ane true God.
Faith is a supernatural gift of God that helps
people to believe in him.

In those times lived a man named Abram.
God chose to reveal himself to the world
through Abram. Early in his life, Abram had
traveled with his family and relatives from
Ur in Chaldea to Haran. There he settled
as a shepherd. One day, when Abram was
seventy-five years old, God called him to
make a journey to the distant, unknown
land of Canaan.

God said to Abram:

“Leave your country, your family, and your
father’s house for the land 1 will show you.
Twill make you a great nation; 1 will bless
you and make your name so famous that it
will be used as a blessing”

Abraham Is Our
Father in Faith

Abram could not fully
understand these words. He
only knew in his heart that

he must obey them at once.

As Abram set out
from Haran
on his journey
to Canaan,

he was also
beginning another
of journey, a
spiritual journey.
T e
lead him to a deeper
and clearer faith in
the one true God.

Abraham >
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' Have the students complete
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the activity Map Search on

page 40.

4+ What area does the map show?

(the Middle East in the time of

Abram)

What is the shaded area? (the

Fertile Crescent)

4+ Why do you think it is called the
Fertile Crescent? (Guide the
students to the following response:
Fertile, because the soil there is rich
and crops grow well; crescent,
because of its shape—something
like a quarter moon)

2

+

Why do you think this area is so
fertile? (Guide the students to the
following response: The Tigris and

Euphrates rivers flow through it))

+

Find Ur, where Abram originally
lived. From Ur, where did Abram
move? (Haran) Locate it.

Where did God ask Abram to go
next? (Canaan) Abram probably
settled somewhere between

the Jordan River and the
Mediterranean Sea.

4

+

Which countries now exist in the
area where Abraham traveled?
(Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait)

+

What events in the news are
related to any of these areas?
(Answers will vary.)

+

Use the following information to
explain how this region of the world
is predominantly Islamic:

+

Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
consider Abraham to be an
important person. Islam was
established by the prophet
Mohammed, who founded the
first Islamic community around
610 A.D. in Mecca, which is now
Saudi Arabia. In addition to
professing the faith of Abraham
and adoring the one God,
Muslims revere Jesus as a
prophet and honor his mother
Mary; they prize the moral life;
they worship God through
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.
There are five duties (often called
pillars) by which Muslims live:

4 i
Haran, and Ur
Fertile Crescent

Crescent
Tigris, Euphrates

it the
located in the area where Abram journeyed.

Lebanon Saudi Arabia

Kuwait

@ UNIT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

Day One

+

faith in one God
formal prayer five times a day

giving alms to the poor

SR RS

fasting during the month of
Ramadan from daybreak to
sunset

w

. a pilgrimage to Mecca once in
one’s lifetime, if possible.
Point out that Islam is a religion of
peace and that people who claim to
kill in the name of Islam distort the
message of Islam for political
reasons. Explain that throughout
history, some Christians have also
distorted the message of the Gospel
in order to commit violence for
political reasons.
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Day One

3. Direct the students to read
God’s Covenant with Abram
on page 41.

4 Have the students underline each
promise that God makes to Abram.

+

What is meant by descendants?
(A person’s children, their children,
and their children’s children)
[llustrate on the board:]

parents
N2
children
N2
grandchildren
0%

great-grandchildren

+

God was pleased with Abram’s
faith and made a covenant with
him. What is a covenant? (a solemn
agreement)

+

God made promises to Abram.
What were they? (a great reward,
descendants as numerous as the stars,
the land of Canaan, a son named
Isaac)

To what did God change Abram’s
name? (Abraham) This name
means “Father of Many Nations.

+

+ To what was Sarai’s name
changed? (Sarah) In ancient times,
names not only identified a
person, but they told what kind
of individual that person was. A
change in a name meant a change
in the person.

+

In which important ceremonies
might people change their names
today? (at confirmation, marriage,
and religious profession) Why do
people change their names for
these ceremonies? (Possible answer:
to signify that they are new people)

+

As a sign of this covenant, Abram
and all his male descendants
were to be circumcised. [If the
students ask about circumcision,
explain that it is the cutting of a fold
of skin on the penis. This operation
is done on all Jewish male infants in
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God's Covenant with Abram
adapted from Genesis 15,17
ter Abram’s arrival in Canaan, God

continued to strengthen his trust and
confidence. God said to him:

“Fear not, Abram! I am your shield; your
reward will be very great”
Abram believed God, but he did not
understand how all of God's promises could
happen. He told God his problem:
*O Lord God, what good will your gifts be?
You have given me no offspring, so one of my
servants will be my heir”
God took Abram outside and said:
“Look up at the sky and count the stars, if
you can. Just so shall your descendants be”
Abram again believed God, and God was
pleased with Abrans faith. Then God made
T e e
with Abram. God sa

“No longer shall you be called Abram; your
name shall be Abraham, for I am making
you father of many nations. I e to you
and to your descendants the whole land of
Canaan, and I will be their God. As for your
wife Sarai, do not call her Sarai; her name
shall be Sarah. T will bless her, and 1 will give
you a son by her. You shall call him Isaac.”

Within a year Sarah gave birth to a son, even
though she and Abraham were very old.

Abraham was the first patriarch, or father

and ruler, of the Chosen People. He was the
man selected to receive Gods promises and
pass them on to his descendants. The name
Abrahiam means “father of many nations.”
Abraham's and Sarah's name changes were
signs that they were beginning a new way of
life. Because of his faith and trust in God, we
honor Abraham with the ttle Father of Belicvers.
Like Abraham, who accepted his responsibility
to care for and protect his family, we too are
called to accept our responsibility to care for
and protect others.

In God We Trust

e are believers. Because Abraham s trul
our father in faith, we are called to express our
faith as he did: with prompt obedience a
wholehearted generosity. We are also called to
recognize that as a family of faith, we areall
brothers and sisters. If we live this way, then
we will be open to receiving the blessings that
God has promised to those who love him.
When we place our trust in God as Abraham
did, we are living the First Commandment,
which calls s to believe in God, to hope in
him, and to love him above all else.

Abraham s Ou Father inFith CHAPTER (41)

+

+

+

+

a religious ceremony. Today, it is also
done on many non-Jewish male
infants]

How did God begin to fulfill his
covenant? (Sarah and Abraham
had a son, Isaac.)

As the father and ruler of the
Chosen People, Abraham has a
special title. What is it? (Patriarch)
Isaac was the first of Abraham’s
descendants—those who
descended from the family of
Abraham.

Why is Abraham called the
“Father of Believers”? (because of
his faith and trust in God)

4 Invite a volunteer to read
aloud In God We Trust

on page 41.
% Family and Community
Which commandment calls us to
believe in God and to place our
trust in him alone? (the First
Commandment)
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5. Direct the students to read
Our Covenant with God on

page 42.

+ Just as Abraham made a journey
of faith, so do we. When did we
begin our faith journey? (at
Baptism)

+

Through our parents and
godparents, what did we promise
God at our Baptism? (to renounce
Satan, to believe in God, to live as
Catholic Christians)

+

How do we renew our covenant
with God and grow in our
relationship with him? (by
praying, celebrating the sacraments,
and giving witness to our faith in
Christlike words and actions)

+

What are some examples of
witnessing to your faith? (Possible
answers: doing good works, helping
to spread Jesus’ message)

6. Have the students work
independently on the activity
Keeping the Covenant on
page 42.

Think how you can witness your
faith today. Write something you
will do to live out your covenant
with God. The answer is between
you and God.

7. As they work, play a recording
of a song that expresses the

Day One

@ UNIT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

Our Covenant with God

We are free to believe in God. We are also
free not to believe in God. Faith is a gift given
freely by God, which we can accept or reject.
God made a covenant with us when we were
baptized. He promises to give us eternal life
if we believe in him and live according to
those beliefs. In return, we promise to
renounce Satan, to believe in God, and to

live as Catholic Christians.

Keeping the Covenant
Write something you will do to
live out your baptismal covenant
with God. The Holy Spirit, who
helps us believe, will assist you.

Baptism was the beginning of our journey
of faith. We make this journey with God and
with the whole Christian community. On the
way, we live out our baptismal covenant with
God and grow in our relationship with him
and with one another. We do this whenever
we pray, give witness to our faith in Christlike
words and actions, or celebrate the sacraments.

A Moment with Jesus

In Bapeism, you were given the gif offaich and entered into.

2 newife with Chrst. Take a moment o thank Jesus o the-

8if ofyour Baptism. Ask him to help you to remain fathful
$ of i

Iwill celebrate your love forever, Loro. Age after age.
‘my words shallproclaim your faithfulness; for | claim
that love s built to last forever and your faithfulness.
founded firmly in the heavens. Happy the people
who learm to acclaim you! LoRo, they willive in the
light of your favor; they will ejoice in your namesll
dayand exult in your righteousness. Once you said,
I will keep my fove for him always. My covenant with
i seands firm.”

adapted from Psalm 89:1-215-1619.29.

relationship of Abraham and
God.

Acting
1. 777 Invite a volunteer to read
aloud A Moment with
Jesus on page 42.
Allow time for the students to pray
quietly before concluding the session.

2. Have the students enter the
terms patriarch, covenant,
Abraham, Chosen People, and
Canaan into the vocabulary
section of their journey logs.
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CHECKPOINT

(A

Were the learning outcomes
achieved?

Do the students show a desire
to respond to their baptismal
covenant and to witness their
faith?

Abraham Is Our Father in Faith CHAPTER 6
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Day Two A Test of Abraham’s Faith

Student pages 43-44

LEARNING OUTCOMES
The students will be able to

explain that God asks for the
sacrifice of our wills.

describe Abraham’s faith and
obedience in being willing to
sacrifice his only son.
evaluate their own ability to
practice obedience.

Word to Know

sacrifice
See the Glossary for definition.

Materials

¢ bean bag
e BLM 19

Centering

1.

~N

T74

Share with the students the
following story:

+ Once, aman fell over the side of
a cliff. On the way down, he
managed to grab hold of a tree
that was growing out of the side
of the cliff. Dangling from the
branch, he called out, “Help!”
Finally he heard a reply, “This is
God. I'll help you. Just let go.” The
man paused a while and thought.
Then he shouted, “Is there anyone
else up there?”

Why didn’t the man do as God
told him? (He didn't trust God.)

+

. Ask the students to tell about

times when they were asked to
trust someone or to trust God
in a difficult situation, and
everything turned out all right.

uNIT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

e Puzzle on the board (for

Sharing #5):
J ISR TR

SAPUNIR ) FEEIP TR 8

Before You Begin

1. We see the idea of obedience
repeated over and over in the
Bible. For many of us, this
can be a difficult virtue to
understand because We tend
to associate obedience with
a robot-like submission to
someone who issues random
orders. The word obedient
actually comes from a Latin
word that means “to hear or to
listen to.” In the Old Testament,

w

Recall Abraham’s faith.

How was Abraham like the man in
the story? (Possible answers: Abraham
had to trust God as he obeyed God's
call to journey to an unknown land.
He had to trust God to keep God's
promise to give him many descendants
even though he and Sarah were too
old to have children.) Today you will
study how God put Abraham’s faith
to a supreme test.

N

. Review the last session.

+ Toss a bean bag to a student and
ask him or her one of the following
questions. Then have that student
toss the beanbag to someone else
o answer the next question.
Continue until all questions have
been answered.

+

What is a patriarch? (the father or
ruler of a Jewish tribe)

N

God called his people to listen
to his loving voice and to be
faithful—obedient—to the
Covenant. In the New Testament,
Jesus’ whole life was one of
obedience to the will of his
Father. Saint Paul tells us in his.
Letter to the Philippians, that
Jesus “humbled himself,
becoming obedient to death,
even death on a cross.” (2:8)

. The skit Abraham's Sacrifice on

page 44, which is to be read in
Sharing #4, can be dramatized
or mimed. Consider assigning
roles before class and allowing.
time for the students to practice
prior to the teaching of this
lesson.

o

‘Who was the first person to
whom God revealed himself as
the one true God? (Abram)

To what did God change Abram’s
name? (Abraham)

What land did God promise
Abram? (Canaan)

+

+

+

How many descendants did God
promise Abram? (as many as the
stars)

Who was Abraham'’s wife? (Sarah)

+ 4+

Why was the promise of a son to
Abraham so remarkable? (he and
Sarah were very old)

+

What do we call an agreement
between God and a person or
group? (a covenant)

What virtue did Abraham
especially show? (faith)

+

Who was the son of Abraham
and Sarah? (Isaac)

+
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Sharing

1. Guide the students in reading
A Challenge to Abraham’s
Faith on page 43.

+ Read the first three paragraphs
independently. [Pause] Why was
Abraham’s life difficult after he
left Haran? (He had to adjust to a
new land and a new people)

+

How did the Canaanites worship
their god? (They offered their
firstborn child in sacrifice for
abundant crops and herds and for
blessings on their families.)

+

Read the rest of the section
independently. [Pause] Why
would it be difficult for Abraham
to sacrifice his son? (Possible
answers: lsaac was the son of
Abraham’s old age. Abraham loved
Isaac very much. If Isaac were killed,
it would seem that God would not
keep the promise to Abraham of
many descendants.)

3

The main lesson of this chapter is
that God looks for the sacrifice of
our wills rather than for human
sacrifice.

2. Clarify the meaning of sacrifice
of will.

+ Share with the students the
following situations and ask: Did
[name] sacrifice his or her will?
How? If not, what should he or
she have done? Invite the students
to suggest other incidents.

+

Alexis received an invitation to a
sleepover at Julie’s house. Before
Alexis had a chance to tell her
parents about the invitation,
they told her that they planned
an evening out on the same night
as the sleepover. Alexis knew that
her parents would expect her to
baby-sit her younger brothers,
which meant she'd miss the
sleepover. She was disappointed
but knew how much her parents
were looking forward to their
night out. She quickly told them,
“You won't have to worry about
the boys and me. We'll be fine.”

I AR A AR R R R R RRRRRRRRNNNNN RN CX/

A Challenge to
Abraham’s Faith

based on Genesis 22

When Abraham accepted God's call
o leave Haran for Canaan, he did not
know what the future would hold.
God had chosen him, and that was
enough

Abraham's journey to Canaan meant
anew beginning. He had to leave his
homeland and his friends. He had

to adjust o a new land and a new
people. It was a great risk. When he
first went to Canaan, his knowledge
of God was limited. In the years that
followed, Abraham came to know
God better. He expressed his faith in
God and looked for ways to worship
and serve him more generously.

Abraham saw how the Canaanites

worshiped. They knew that life was

mysterious and they believed that

ithad to be a gift from a powerful

being. To honor this unknown source of life,
the Canaanites
followed a practice

in which they killed

their firstborn

children in a religious

sacrifice. They did
this in petition for
abundant crops, for

strong herds, and for

blessings on their
families.

hen Isaac was born, Abraham might have

wondered if God expected him to sacrifice his

son the way the Canaanites sacrificed their

children, Sacrificing Isaac seemed impossible
for Abraham. He loved Isaac, the son of his old
age. And if he sacrificed Isaac, how would God
keep his promise of making him the father of

many descendants? Even so, Abraham was.
ready to do anything for God.

Day Two

A Story of Trust

The story of Abrahams trust in and love of
God at this time in his life i told in the skit
on page 44. The story has been told for many
generations since the time of Abraham. It
teaches the Chosen People that all human life
sacred and must be treated with dignity. It
also teaches that the one true God looks for a
sacrifice of our wills rather than for a sacrifice.
of a human. We sacrifice our wills by saying
10 to things that would harm us and other
people and by saying yes to loving actions.

Abraham Is Our Father in Faith CHAPTER 6

1
&)

4+ Tyler was stretched out on his
bed, enjoying the most recent
issue of his favorite sports
magazine. After a few minutes,
he heard his mother calling his
name. He knew that she probably
had an errand for him to do. He
called back, “I'll be there ina
minute, Mom,” but he continued
to read his magazine.

3.F% Invite a volunteer to read

aloud A Story of Trust
on page 43. % Life and Dignity
What are some examples of ways
that we might sacrifice our wills?
(by saying no to things that would
harm us and others; by saying yes to
loving actions)
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4. If you have not already done so,
ask for volunteers to read each
part of the skit Abraham’s
Sacrifice on page 44. Have
volunteers read aloud or perform
the skit for the class.

+ How do we know that God was
only testing Abraham’s faith?
(An angel stopped Abraham before
he killed his son.)

What sacrifice had Abraham
made even before he reached the
mountaintop? (The sacrifice of his
own will)

God rewarded Abraham for his
obedience with a promise of
blessings. Would someone read
aloud the lines of the skit that
contain these blessings?

+

+

-

At Mass, in the Eucharistic
Prayer, we pray that God will
accept our offerings as he
accepted “the sacrifice of
Abraham, our father in faith.”
In what ways was Isaac like Jesus?
(Possible answers: He was to be
sacrificed on a mountain; he carried
the wood for his sacrifice; he
accepted the will of his father,)
+ Why was Abraham rewarded?
(because of his faith)
+ How was Isaac a patriarch? (God's
promises were passed on through
Isaac and his descendants.)

+

5. Direct the students to complete
the puzzle on the board:
This puzzle can be filled in with
words that describe Abraham’s
virtues. Invite volunteers to write the
answers in the puzzle. (Answers: love,
sacrifice, faith, obedience)

T76 uNiT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

Abrahaw's Sacrifice
‘based on Genesis 22

Characters God  Abraham  Angel
ac  Narrator

Narrator: Abraham had lived for many
‘years in friendship with God. One day
God called him.

God: Abraham, Abraham, where are you?

Abraham: Here I am, Lord.

God: Abraham, take your son Isaac and go
to the land of Moriah. When you arrive,
g0 to the mountain I point out o you and
offer Isaac to me as a burnt-offering sacrifice.

Narrator: Although Abraham was saddened
by God's command, he rose early the next
morning, He saddled his donkey a..d went
out with Isaac and two servants. On the
third day of travel, Abraham saw e

Narrator: When they reached the top of the
‘mountain, Abraham built an altar and
arranged the wood onit. He then tied up his
son and put him on top of the wood. Just as
Abraham reached out and took the knife to
kill Isaac, an angel of God called out:

Angel: Abraham, stop! Do not harm Isaac,
for now I know you fear God. You have not
refused him your son.

Narrator: With great relief Abraham looked
up and saw a ram caught by its homs in
a nearby bush. Abraham knew that God
did not want him to sacrifice Isaac. He
took the ram and offered it in place of

his generous obedience, the Lord made
this promise to him.

God: Tswear by myself—it is Yahweh
‘who speaks—because you have done this,
because you have not refused me your only.
son, Twill shower blessings on you. I will
make your: as the

appointed place in
tohis servants.

Stay here
with the donkey
while Isaac and
Tgoto the
mountaintop to
worship.

. Narrator: Isaac
carried the wood
on his back.
Abraham carried
the flint and knife
as they set off.

o

4 the knife,

wood, but i

ﬁ is the sheep for the

sacrifice?

¥ -, God

. o _ \’ wi pmvld!(he
Jacques Tisso haac Bearsthe  sheep for the
Woodor i Sacfice sacrifice, Isaac

@ UNIT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

stars in the heavens and the sands of the
seashore. In them all nations of the earth
shall find blessing—al this because you
obeyed my command.

Narrator: By not allowing Abraham to
sacrifice Isaac, God taught his Chosen
People that he did ot want human sacrifice.
He also showed that those who believe and
trustin him are rewarded with abundant
blessings. Abrahans faith in God was
shown in his trust, God had led him toa
new land, chosen him to be the father of
his people, and given him a son. Abraham
Knew that God loved him, and he trusted in
God's goodness. God rewarded Abraham's
faith and trust with a renewal of his
promises.

Isaac would later marry Rebekah and have two

sons, To them he would pass on the promises of

‘God that he had received from Abraham.

Eventuallya descendant of Abraham would be

the Savior of the world. Through him all nations

would be blessed.

Acting
1. JETREEH Direct the students to

use BLM 19 How Am I Like
My Father Abraham? as an
examination of conscience.

Tell the students to answer truthfully.
Encourage them to consider ways they
mightimprove.

End by inviting the
students to pray the Our
Father, emphasizing the words
“thy will be done, on earth, as it
is in heaven.”

Were the learning outcomes
achieved?

Do the students realize how great
Abraham’s faith was?
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Day Three Faith Expressed Through Prayer

G Summary

LEARNING OUTCOMES

The students will be able to
review key concepts from the
chapter.

identify prayer as a primary way
to express faith.

work cooperatively in small
groups.

Key Terms

communal prayer—praying with
a group or community using the
same prayer

private prayer—praying by one’s
self in various forms or types of
prayer

Materials

BLM 20

Large paper stars, one for each
student

String and paper clips or tape
(optional)

Prayer song for Acting #2, such
as “Find Us Ready” from Spirit
and Song, Vol. 3

Before you Begin

Abraham’s response to God was
one of perfect faith, a faith shown
through true worship and prompt
obedience. Guide the students to
understand that because we believe
in God, we try to communicate
with God through prayer.

We Remember

Student pages 45-46

We Respond

“True faith in God leads to complete trust in his
‘goodness and prompt obedience to his call
What did God promise Abraham?
God promised Abraham land and many
descendants. He promised that all nations
would be blessed through him.
What does it mean to sacrifice our wills?
It means that we say o to things that
would harm us or other people and say
yes toloving actions.

Words to Know
Abraham covenant sacrifice

1. Share with your family the story of Abraham.
Stories about him can be found in Genesis
131-13 and Genesis 182033, What do you
learn about Abraharm from these accounts?

. Work with your family to st qualies that
make a good and loyal fiend. Talk about
which of these qualies Abraham showed
in his relationship with God. Discuss which
qualties you show toward your fiends and.
family.

. Abraham wasa man

Things to Do at Home

In your journey log, write your thoughts about
what it means to celebrate God's love and to live
in the light of God's favor.

about tmes when they each were called upon
0 practice great faith

. Make a covenant with a member of your
family. Each of you should agree to doa
certain favor for the other, Aftera few days,
check to see how well each person has kept
his or her part. How is your covenant Similar to
the covenant between God and Abram? How
isit diferent?

5. Wiite the scory of Abraham and lsaac as seen

hrough Sarah your story with

S

0 God' call with generosity and prompt
obedience. Ak your famiy i

your family

Vst wwnechristourlife.orgfamilyfor more family resources.

Centering

1. Guide students to make a connection to the last session by allowing

time for them to complete the Summary and the Review activities,
pages 45-46. Help students understand how these activities relate to
the discussion during the previous session.

Abraham might have said.

2. Distribute the stars and have the students write on them a prayer

Abraham had no prayer formulas or printed prayers. He prayed from his
heart. On one side of the star, write a few lines that Abraham might have

said when he spoke to God.

3. Invite volunteers to share their prayers.

Today you will see how we express our faith through prayer, a form

of worship.
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Day Three

Sharing

1. Divide the class into small
groups.
Appoint leaders or have each group
select its own. Assign each group a
meeting area.

Pass out copies of
BLM 20 Expressing Faith
through Prayer.

Have small groups do the following:

« Independently read the first column.

» Cooperatively answer questions
Tto8.

« Discuss questions 9 and 10. Be
prepared to present a summary of
this discussion to the class.

« Beable to explain the terms at the
bottom of the page.

3. As a class, brainstorm a few
principles for the groups to
observe in order to make their
work time profitable.

Write these on the board. Direct the
groups to take their places and begin.

4. Have the class reassemble.
Have volunteers from each group
answer the questions. The answers
should include the following:

1. By giving attention to God;
offering all that we have; trusting
God's goodness; listening to God's
inspirations of grace

2. Praying by ourselves; morning prayer,
night prayer, prayer at other times

3. Praying in a group; public worship, as
at Mass; celebrating the sacraments

4. When we celebrate the Sacrament
of Reconciliation

5. The Creed

6. By saying "Amen” to “Body of Christ"

7. The Sacrament of Confirmation

8. When we are sincere and honest in
our prayer

9. Answers will vary. Possible answers:
to show my faith in God, to ask
God's help, to gain strength to
carry out God’s will

10. Agree. The body needs air to live.
The soul needs prayer because
through prayer we grow in grace,
which is the life of the soul.

T78 uNiT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

CHAPTER

The Man of Faith  Use the clues below to
write the missing lecters in the puzzle.
Across

4. Weenter into a covenant with God when

5. Abraham was willingto. his son
t0God

7. Asol people make

o]

apromiseis calleda____

Abraham was the first and greatest
of the Chosen People.

Down

was the wife of Abraham.

was Abraham's son, who carried on
the covenant with God.

We honor Abraham as the Father of

God called Abraham to___ and
promised this land to his descendents.

Promises, Promises List four
promises that God made to Abraham.

1

NEBO|

o

ETaln]1)

cln)

DaDanEEEG

Bonus Name two waysin
which Isaac was like Jesus.

1 I ly

David Teniers he Younger, Abraham gving
thanks for having spared hisson saac, 1653

1. by 3

of many son.

descend, sacrificed.

the stars or

shore.
2, Heand Sarah would He

havea son. (Canaan). God

sacrificed. He
with him. humbly submitted

(46)

5. Work with the class to evaluate
how well the groups observed
the principles and standards
that were established for
cooperative group work.

Acting

1. Direct the students to write
their own prayers on the other
side of the stars. The stars can
be hung from the ceiling or
arranged on the bulletin board
to spell the word FAITH.

2. Have the students sing or listen
to a prayer song.

3. At the end of class, have the
students tear out and take home
pages 45-46.

= CHECKPOINT &) |

Were the learning outcomes
achieved?

to his father.

Do the students understand the
importance of prayer?

Can the students identify
different ways to pray and why
each way is important?

Do the students seem more
determined to pray as a sign of
faith?
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LEARNING OUTCOMES

The students will be able to

explain that faith is expressed by
sacrifice and service.

identify opportunities for
sacrifice and service.

demonstrate an understanding
of the key concepts in this
chapter.

Materials

Bibles
BLM 21
BLM 22, Chapter 6 Quiz

CD player or similar inexpensive
electronic music device with
dead batteries or no batteries
(optional)

Witness song for Sharing #5,
such as “Speak, Lord” from Child
of God

Centering

Ilustrate the necessity of a power
source to make something work
effectively.

+ Suppose you receive as a gifta
new electronic music device,
such as a CD player or an MP3
player. [If one is available,
demonstrate with a CD player or
other inexpensive example] You
try to listen to your favorite
music—and nothing happens.
What's wrong? (Possible answers:
There aren't any batteries in it or the
batteries are dead. It needs to be
plugged in or charged)

* Song for Acting #3, such as
“Here I Am Lord” from Here [
Am, Lord

¢ Journey logs

Before You Begin

1. St. James tells us that faith
without good works is dead.
The questions “what makes us
holy?” and “can I make myself
holy through good works?”
have long been debated. This
debate was at the heart of
the Protestant Reformation.
However, in 1999, in a Joint
Declaration on the Doctrine of
Justification, Catholics and
Lutherans came to agreement
on the following understanding
of justification (that which makes
us holy): “Together we confess:
by grace alone, in faith in
Christ’s saving work and not
because of any merit on our

+ What has to be done before it
will work properly? (Put new
batteries in; plug it in or charge it.)

+

Our faith is like that music
player. It needs a source of power
to make it effective. In our last
lesson, we discussed one source

of power. Do you remember what

it was? (prayer) Today we will

consider another source of power

that keeps our faith working.

Day Four Faith Expressed Through Sacrifice

N

w

part, we are accepted by God
and receive the Holy Spirit,
who renews our hearts while
equipping us and calling us to
good works.” To be justified is to
be saved, vindicated, and made
righteous through God’s grace.
St. James’ point is well taken—
faith and good works cannot be
separated.

. In this lesson the students read

the letter of St. James and try to
apply his message about faith
and good works. They conclude
the lesson with a witness service
and prayer for the strength to
truly live their faith.

When planning today’s lesson,
keep in mind that Day Four is
when the students take the quiz
for this chapter. Reserve time

at the end of class for this
assessment. The quiz can also
be administered on Day Five.
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Day Four

Sharing

1. Have the students read in

their Bibles what the apostle

James had to say about faith

(James 2:14-24).

+ Itisn’t enough to express our
faith through prayer and worship.
We must live it. St. James the
Apostle wrote a letter to the
early Christian communities
about this. Find James 2:14-24
and silently read what he had to
say. [Pause] What would you say
the main idea of James’s letter is?
(Faith without good works is dead.)

+

James tells the early Christians,
and us, that faith is expressed not
only by believing but also by
doing. Everything we do, if it is
done with the intention of
pleasing God, can be an act of
faith. We can express our faith by
obeying God’s command to love
one another as God has loved us.
That command means that God
expects us to be willing to
sacrifice our own plans and ideas,
to sacrifice our very selves if
necessary, to bring God’s love
and goodness to others.

2. Discuss James’s reference to

Abraham’s sacrifice.

+ What does James say about
Abraham and his sacrifice? (Faith
and deeds were working together;
faith became perfect by his action.)
As with Abraham and the
sacrifice of Isaac, the opportunity
to sacrifice may be a test of our
faith—a challenge to prove that
we really mean what we say in
our prayers.

+

3. Recall that Jesus gives the most
perfect example of sacrifice.
Sacrifice is another way to
express our faith—to help us live
it. Who gave the best example of
sacrifice? (Jesus Christ)

+

T80 uNIT2 God Forms a Family of Faith

4.

b

+ Jesus was always ready to do his
Father’s will—at any time and
in any place: at Bethlehem,
Nazareth, the Last Supper, in
the Garden of Gethsemane, on
Calvary. In fact, he told us he was
born to do his Father’s will. The
sacrifices God expects of us each
day are usually small ones and
may go unnoticed by others, but
they seem large to us because
we are giving up our own wills.
Let's consider some of the
opportunities we have to make
sacrifices.

Distribute copies of
BLM 21 Expressing Faith
Through Sacrifice and Service.
Have the students read aloud each
situation. Ask volunteers to tell what
the person should do if he or she really
wants to live the faith. Some situations
may be role-played.

Hold a brief “witness” service.
Ask the students to think of a time
when they gave witness to their faith in
ways similar to those discussed. Have
them write an account of it in their
journey logs. Ask for volunteers to
share their experiences and to tell how:
they felt after they had given witness.
Conduct the witness service in the
following manner or adapt it
specifically to your situation:
o Play “Speak, Lord” or a similar song
selected by the students.
« Invite student “witnesses” to share
their experiences.

« Pray together the Act of Faith.

Distribute and
admlmater BLM 22, Chapter 6
Quiz.

Use this opportunity to assess the
students’ understanding of the main
concepts of the chaprer. If there is not
sufficient time for the students to
complete the quiz, consider moving it
to Day Five.

Acting

1.

2.

3.

Recall the words of St. James:
“What good is it, my brothess,
if someone says he has faith but
does not have works?” (214).

7 Lead the students in
reflective prayer.
Think about the words of James and
what they should mean to you—
today. [Pause] Let's ask God for the
strength and courage to live our
faith. [Pause for silent prayer]

Have the students listen to a
recording of “Here I Am, Lord”™
from Lord of Light or a similar
song.

S CHECKPOINT )

Were the learning outcomes
achieved?

How do the students react to
situations that call for sacrifice?
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Day Five Extending the Chapter

Use the following activities to
create an additional lesson for Day

Five, to enrich a lesson, or to replace

an activity with one that better
meets the needs of your class.

1. If you haven't already done so,
remind the students to take
home pages 45-46 to share
what they have learned with

their families.

2. Incorporate any unused BLMs
from the week'’s chapter.

3. Consider the time of the
liturgical year and use the
appropriate Special Seasons
and Lessons. SSLs begin on
page T335.

4. Visit www.christourlife.org to

find additional activities for
Extending the Chapter.

5. Use activities from Enriching
the Faith Experience.

6. Guide the students ina
prayerful discussion of
Sunday’s Scripture readings.
Visit www.christourlife.org
for more information.

Chapter 6 Enriching the Faith Experience

Use the following activities to
enrich a lesson or to replace an
activity with one that better meets
the needs of your class.

1. Use Web BLM
Chapter 6-A Getting Better
Acquainted with Your
Forefather (available at
ChristOurLife.org) to extend
the students’ knowledge of

Abraham.

2 Review the story of
Abraham through the choral
poem on the Web BLM Chapter
6-B Our Father Abraham
(available at ChristOurLife.org).

3. Have the students find in the
Bible the following verses to
learn what Jesus said about
faith. Have them write a
summary of each verse in their

journey logs.
Matthew 6:30
Matthew 7:11
Matthew 8:26
Matthew 9:22
Matthew 9:29

Matthew 14:31
Matthew 16:16
Matthew 21:21
John 3:36
John 14:12

4. Direct the students to write a
news article or present a news
report on the travels of
Abram. Assign them to work

7. Have each student choose a
saint that he or she does not
know much about. Allow time
for the students to research

independently or in two teams, their saints and to write short

to write either about Abram’s
leaving Haran in the Haran
Herald or about his arrival in

reports about how their saints
lived their faith and sacrificed
their wills. Invite students to

Canaan in the Canaan Chronicle. present their reports to the

Students should include some

basic facts in both presentations

but from different points of
view.

5. Have the students create an
acrostic for the story of
Abraham and Isaac, using the
word sacrifice. Instruct them to
write the puzzle on one side of
sheet of paper and the answers
on the other side. Allow time
for the students to exchange
puzzles and work them out.

6. Direct the students to write
journal entries describing the

sacrifice of Isaac before, during,

and after the event. They can
write as Abraham, Sarah, or
Isaac.

class.

Have the students work

together in groups to make
a list of people (professions) who
have responsibility to care for
and protect the needs of others.
Have them report to the class
and make a list on the board.
a Remind the students that
Abraham accepted the
responsibility of caring for and
protecting his family. Then
brainstorm as a class ways that
the students are showing or can
show responsibility for caring
for others.
X Rights and Responsibilities
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