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Beginning the Year.

Unit 1: Revelation

@ God OurCreator................6

‘We can come to know God through all that
he has created and through human reason.

Fi, }’]scmpruaz )

Genesis 1:1—2:4; 1 John 1:5, 4:6

@ Knowing God
Through Scripture................. 18

God speaks to us and tells us about
himself and his plan for us.

{ iE SCRIPTURE

John 1:1-14

@ Jesus, Sign of God’s Love .......... 30

Jesus is the fulfiliment of the law and he
perfectly reveals God the Father to us.

ﬁh SCRIPTURE )

John 3:1 atthew 26:26-30;
Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy 5:6-21

Care for God's Creation

Unit 1 Revi 46

Unit 2: Trinity

e God Is Trinity ... as

As Catholics, believing in the Blessed
Trinity is central to our faith.

S SCRIPTURE
Matthew 28:16-20; John 10:31-38

© )esus, Word of God............. 60

Because Jesus is the Son of God, truly
divine and truly human, he saves us and
brings us back into relationship with God
the Father.

John 1:1-14; Matthew 1:18-23

@ Holy Spirit, Comforter
and Guide

The Holy Spirit is our Advocate, guiding
and comforting us, strengthening us to
know and live by the truth.

Eéﬁi SCRIPTURE

Luke 22:14-20, 11:13; Matthew 26:26-29, 26:38-40;
Mark 14:22-25; John 13:1-17, 14:15-17; Philippians 2:1

Faith in Action ..

Catholic Social Teaching Principle:
Life and Dignity of the Human Person

..84

Unit2 Review ... 88



Unit 3: Jesus Christ

G Incarnation ...
CATHOLICS BELIEVE

Jesus is the Son of God who became one
of us to show us the way to live and the
way to the Father.

John 14:6; Luke 11:9-13; 1 Timothy 2:5-6

@ Jesus, Model of Wisdom ........... 102

As Catholics, we turn to Jesus as our
source of wisdom.

John 3:2; Matthew 5:3-12, 7:24-29;
Luke 6:20-26

@ Christ Our Savior.................c..... 14

Jesus the Christ is our Savior, Redeemer,
and Messiah.

SCRIPTURE

1John 4:10-11; John 1:49, 4:25-29,
11:20-27; Matthew 16:13-20

Catholic Social Teaching Principle: Rights
and Responsibilities of the Human Person

Unit3 Review..... ... 130

Unit 4: Church

CATHOLICS BELIEVE

We are disciples of Christ together,
following Jesus' example by believing,
learning, praying, and reaching out to others.

John 1:43-51, 8:12; Luke 8:1-3;
Mark 1:16-20; Matthew 9:9-17

@) The Body of Christ................... 144

The Church is both visible and spiritual,
made up of people with many gifts and
talents who together work to continue

Jesus' mission in the world.

Matthew 18:12-20; Acts 9:1-5; John 15:4-5

® Source of Life............ccccooooce. 156

The Church has a mission to bring all
people to believe in God and to be baptized.

SCRIPTURE
Matthew 6:9-13, 28:19-20

Faith in Action! . 168

Catholic Social Teaching Principle:
Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers

Unit 4 Review.

Unit 5: Morality

(®) Freedom and Responsibility.... 174

We are free to choose, responsible for
our choices, and guided in our moral
decision making.

Matthew 6:2-4, 7:12

@ ValuinglLife .. ... .= 186

As the People of God, we know that all
human life is sacred and a gift from God.

SCRIPTURE

Psalm 139:13-16; Matthew 5:38-48;
John 19:23-24



. . . .
@ Being Virtuous 198 = Unit 6 Review . 256
CATHOLICS BELIEVE
We are called to strive for what is right,
st o e g Unit 7: The Kingdom of God
Philippians 4:8, 13 @ cCalled by God...........cco.ccoc. 258
CATHOLICS BELIEVE
Fﬂﬁﬁ h A@m ....................................... 210 We share a common call to glorify the Lord
Catholic Social Teaching Principle: by our lives. The Church helps us respond
Solidarity of the Human Family to our unique call.
|FLScRiPTURE )
UniESReview .~ .. ... ... 214 Luke 2:41-52, 10:2; Proverbs 3:5-6
@ Act with Justice 270
Unit 6: Sacraments
L CATHOLICS BELIEVE
Jesus made justice a priority. It was the
@ ChristwithUs_._________ 216 Peartof s message o the kingdom
toward which we all work.
CATHOLICS BELIEVE Fﬁﬁ@
We know that Christ continues to be with
us and take care of us in the sacraments. Luke 4:14-22, 18:18-30; Matthew 13:31-32
|scRiPTURE )
John 2:1-11, 14:1-10, 21:15-17; Matthew 8:1-4, @ OurR for Hope 282
16:19, 28:15-20; Luke 22:4-20; Acts 2:1-4 CATHOLICS BELIEVE
By his death and Resurrection, Jesus
€D Initiation in Christ . 228 makes it possibl for belevers t have
eternal life—Tlife with God forever.
(ATHOIC BELIEVE ﬁ\’:@
As Christ first welcomed and fed his
followers, we are welcomed and belong John 11:1-44; Matthew 25:31-46
to the Church through the three
Sacraments of Initiation.
Faithin Actionl ... 294
c:ﬂ@ Catholic Social Teaching Principle:
Galatians 3:26-28; Luke 15:1-2, 19:1-10, Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
22:21-23; Matthew 9:9-13
! : UnitTReview: ... ... ... 298
(@) Forgiveness and Healing......... 240
CATHOLICS BELIEVE o
God heals us spiritually, emotionally, cathollc Source Book
and sometimes physically in the P
Sacraments of Healing. v 300
(-Jff') SCRIPTURE Creed 301
Matthew 9:35-38, 18:21-35; James 5:13-15 l_ifurgy 302
Morality 305
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Call to Family, Community, and Participation Words of Faith Glossary. .310



FAITH FOCUS

® The Trinity is a mystery that can never be
totally understood by the human mind, but
can be approached through faith. The Father
sent the Son and the Holy Spirit to help us
know him and to quide us to him.

® The love that the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit have for each other shows us
what our own relationships should be like.

m God has a plan of loving goodness for all his
people and offers the gift of grace so that
we can become more like him. This sharing in
divine life helps us trust in God, have faith in
him, and work for his kingdom.

CATECHISM

For more background on chapter content, refer
to paragraphs 261, 267, 455, 314, 316, 320, 743,
1890, 2248, 2254, and 2680.
Visit www.osvcurriculum.com for a
correlation to the Compendium of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church.

NATIONAL DIRECTORY
FOR CATECHESIS

The faith that we profess as Christians is an
explicit faith in the Holy Trinity. All catechesis,
no matter what its subject matter or immedi-
ate goals, should have belief in the Trinity as
its foundation. (see NDC, 25)

RENEWING THE VISION

One of the essential faith themes for
younger adolescents is teaching about the
Holy Trinity as an “introduction to God's
unique self-revelation as three in one and
some implications for living Christian faith
and spiritual life.” (RTY, page 31)

48A Chapter 4

-

CHAPTER BACKGROUND

s “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
) the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19-20

Know What You Profess

By belonging to a Church with a highly developed liturgical life, we may
discover that sometimes we take our rituals for granted, especially those
that we participate in from memory. Take, for example, the Nicene Creed
that we recite every Sunday. The Creed is a magnificent, incredible, and
truly radical statement of Trinitarian faith. How would we sound on
Sunday if we truly listened to the words we were reciting? Professing
the core of our Catholic beliefs with passion and meaning can energize
our spirits and remind us to live out what we say we truly believe.

The Heart of the Matter

We profess belief in one God in three distinct Persons: God the Father,
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. All three persons created, redeemed,
and continue to sanctify and inspire us. This is a mystery we accept as an
article of faith. While we cannot completely understand the Trinity, we
must embrace it as truth if we are to appreciate the unique character of
Christianity. Like our Jewish and Islamic brothers and sisters, we beliese
in one God, but what distinguishes us is our understanding of that Cod
as an eternal community of divine Persons. Everything we, as Christians,
hold to be true flows from our understanding of the relationship betwess
the Father, Son, and Spirit.

2/ How do the different relationships in your own life help you to better
understand the individual Persons in the Blessed Trinity?

TIPS FOR TEACHING CHAPTER 4

1994849448297 7T79T7T7T7TTTTTTY°YY°C°C

» We can better understand the mystery of the Trinity in terms of
the relationships in our own lives. Help the students explore the
implications of their own relationships with family members, friends,
and others. Lead them in a discussion on the different obligations and
responsibilities that come with each relationship.

» Understanding the basic concept of the Trinity is important because
it helps us understand who Jesus is and why he did what he did in
his ministry on earth. How did the relationships in his life (as both a
human being with family and friends and as the Son of God) challenge
him? How did he balance those relationships? What can we learn about
ourselves in looking at the example of Jesus, who lived honorably in all
his relationships?
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~ » replenish your level of emp

SEVENTH GRADERS SAY Q. Book ;
— Prove It! God.* Welborn, Amy. Our Sunday Visitor. Answers to

Self-Image tough questions about God, the Church, evolution, other religions,
LT can | Uﬂo’ersfarlo’ 600/?» good and evil, and more.
» Young people still understand God primarily through DVD/VHS

thelens of their own lived experience, especially those The Mystery of the Trinity (Thirteen 30-minute programs on

experiences in their family of origin, their prayer life,

i v ld Aot them. three tapes). Vision Video. Fr. Benedict Groeschel exhorts us to

contemplate the Trinity.
» At this age, they are expanding their imagery of God.
They are beginning to identify with God in different *Available at www.osvcurriculum.com
ways as they attempt to understand him more.

TEACHER RESOURCES

SUSTAINING YOUR SPIRIT reonE ).
» for interactive lesson planner, chapter resources, and activities

Engagement with Others » for free materials and information
Blessed assurance in yourself is important. It is also
important to work closely with others. Doing so enables

you to
» see firsthand the goodness of others.

» recognize that sometimes a task is best addressed by

' COMMUNITY CONNECTION
Chapter 4 OUR CATHOLIC FAITH, pages 58-59
» WHRT NOW?

» LIVE YOUR FAITH

» PEOPLE OF FAITH Saint Frances of Rome
ot 4 R e o R

Visit www.osvcurriculum.com for more
family and community connections.

i e AN

» see that you can still benefit from different styles and
approaches.

Reflect Rate yourself on the scale below:
Lone Ranger Engaged with Others
4 4 2 3 4 5

V) TEACHER PRAYER

Dear God, I worship you with my whole being. Help me to
always hold you in my heart as I teach, that your love and
truth may ever be the cornerstone of my catechesis. Amen.

God Is Trinity 48B



Chapter 4 WEEKLY PLAN NER

Objectives m Prayer & Scripture

GOD IS TRINITY O Writing paper wm FOR FAITH

To explore the idea of three Persons in | CI Pens
one God

Pages 48-49
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GOD IS ALWAYS THERE [ Modern globe or map
To investigate ways we get to know God | I Blank Biblical map (.Jlb Scripture Matthew 28:16-20

Pages 50-51 O Colored pencils

THREE DIVINE PERSONS [ Pens or pencils V_

IN ONE GOD [ Copies of Activity Master 4, page TE4 H[b Scripture John 10:31-38
To examine the mystery of the Trinity | T Colored markers or pencils

Pages 52-53

GOD’S PLAN FOR US [ Writing paper vm

To discover how the Trinity implements | I Pens or pencils

God's work

Pages 54-55

MEDITATION ON 0 Call to Faith7 & 8 Music CD1 0 MEDITATION ON

PRAISING THE TRINITY O Bible PRAISING THE
i‘“"{f‘{ To praise the Father, Son, and Holy Sprit | = Colorful patterned cloth TRINITY

L CLLLLLLLLLLLLELLE

— O Symbols of the Trinity
CELEBRATE [fisatad

Our Catholic Faith, page 58 ¢ People of Faith, page 59
Chapter 4 Review, page 57 ¢ ACRE Connection, page 57 Domain1 e Assessment, page TE25

48C Chapter 4 f
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Blessed Trinity

EET'S BEGIN
‘Making History, page 49
Multiple Intelligence: Interpersonal,
Intrapersonal

ADDITIONAL

Prepare a Skit, page 49

Multiple Intelligence: Verbal/Linguistic,
Interpersonal, Visual/Spatial

QUICK TIP
Guided Meditation, page 48

SHARE YOUR FAITH
~Feeling Close, page 51
Multiple Intelligence: Interpersonal

ADDITIONAL
Cross-Curricular: Geography, page 50
Muitiple Inteliigence: Verbal/Linguistic,
Interpersonal, Visual/Spatial

SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND
The Great Commission, page 51

CONNECT YOUR FAITH
aith, Friends, and Family, page 53
Muitiple Intelligence: Intrapersonal

ADDITIONAL

Activity Master 4: An Ancient Symbol,
page 52

[ADDITIONAL
Cross-Curricular: Music, page 53
Muitiple Intelligence: Musical

E YOUR FAITH
lelp on the Journey, page 55
Multiple Intelligence: Intrapersonal

JUSTICE AND PEACE
Sanctity and Dignity, page 54

TEACHER BACKGROUND
Celtic Spiritual Tradition, page 55

JNWlJl“l%&l”lllﬂlllll&llll

LECTIONARY LINK
Break Open the Word, page 56

Visit www.osvcurriculum.com for
weekly Scripture readings and
seasonal resources.

WHEN MINUTES COUNT!

Use this plan
» during a shortened week > in parish settings

INVITE « Pages 48-49

Objective: To explore the idea of three Persons in one God

YIS FOR FAITH

RETIVITY LET'S BEGIN
Making History, page 49

RE - Pages 50-55
: To investigate ways we get to know God
€[] Seripture Matthew 28:16-20

BETIVITY SHARE YOUR FAITH
Feeling Close, page 51

Objective: To examine the mystery of the Trinity

Objective: To discover how the Trinity implements
God's work

(‘1%) Scripture John 10:31-38

RETIVITY LIVE YOUR FAITH
Help on the Journey, page 55

CELEBRATE - Page 56

Objective: To praise the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

\/EESISE] MEDITATION ON

PRAISING THE TRINITY

Our Catholic Faith ¢ Pages 58-59

God Is Trinity 48D



: ,éas Trinity

OPEN

Invite students to remain seated. Ask them to
close their eyes and imagine they are sitting
in a clearing with God. Give students time
to imagine the scene and encourage them to
make it their own.

U Read the prayer softly. Allow

for a gentle pause. Then ask the reflection

questions, pausing in between each question.

Tell the students these are questions they can
talk about with God.

Repeat the prayer softly and quietly. Invite
the students to open their eyes.

Provide time for discussing their experience
of guided meditation.

BUILD | A

Ask five volunteers to read each of the
paragraphs in the story on pages 48 and 49.

Invite the rest of the class to look at the
accompanying pictures and reflect on what
they think the story is about while the
volunteers prepare to read.

48 Chapter 4

What 1s @od [ike?

How Can | vnderstand Ged?

ark's dinner plate slowly rotated in the micromsse
MCoach's words had been turning around and s i
his head the same way ever since his mom had driwes S
home from baseball practice. He wasn't quick encugh. s
wasn't paying attention. The coach had picked on cae Sy
after another in front of the whole team as they skogges
through the field in the drizzling rain.

Mom and his sister, Cesseli, were cleaning up the kitchen
together while having some tense discussion about 2 note from
one of her teachers. “I have to call Cesseii's teacher before &

Guided Meditation This is a form of prayer that allows people to
visualize and enter into a scene they create in their imagination.

m The focus is to understand God's revelation for our lives.

m The process allows students to create mental scenes in which they
are comfortable and feel safe.

m Insights can be gained that help young people realize how God is
inviting them to live.

m Keep students focused by guiding the scene in a soft tone.

994444848
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gets too late,” Mom apologized, and gave him a hug as they left
the room. “We can all have dessert in the family room together
afterward, okay?"

Yeah, great, Mark thought, not in a mood for cake o talking.
Slowly chewing his mushy leftovers, Mark stared into the

den where his dad was working at the computer. His eyes

fe8 on the family portrait hanging there. It had been taken at
b grandparents’ anniversary party last summer. Everyone
was smiling that day. Mom was looking at Dad with a special
Jook that said she was both proud and relieved at how well
everything had turned out.

Mark remembered how excited Dad had been to plan just
the right celebration together. Mom had spent hours cooking
and creating decorations. They had asked Mark to put together
a stideshow telling the story of his grandparents' lives and how
much their marriage meant to everyone. The portrait now
made him think about how his family had always been there
and would always be there for each other.

=
=
-
_
2
—2
—
-
B
—

As he put his plate in the sink, Mark saw that his dad had
Jeft the den 10 join his mom and sister on the sofa. They were
relaxed now that Mom's phone call with Cesseli's teacher had
eared things up. Mark smiled and then tossed his soggy
Sasetial giove on the stairs and joined them.

WETIVITY.

LET'S BEGIN Discuss the relationships in this story. Beyond worries and stresses, what keeps Mark's

family going? How do they manage? What draws Mark to join his parents and sister?

» What are some different items in your home that show your family and its history?
Why are these items on display? How does having a history together make a difference?

49

ADDITIONAL | ACTIVITY

|

Prepare a Skit Invite the entire class to create and perform a
short skit based on the story of Mark and his family.

= Involve the entire class in some way.
m Allow students to make as many decisions as possible.
Multiple Intelligence: Verbal/Linguistic, Interpersonal, Visual/Spatial

FEEEEEEE]

BETIVITY Discuss the relationships in

the story.

» Ask: How did Mark's mood change? It went
from despair to hope. What caused Mark's mood
to change? He observed his surroundings and
thought about what really mattered to him.

» Write on the board the responses to the fol-
lowing question: What keeps Mark's family
going? Commitment and love for one another.
Allow the young people to add additional
reasons.

Give students time to respond to the personal
questions on page 49.

CLOSE | st

Invite students to pray the
opening prayer together.

WHEN MINUTES COUNT!

Have students quietly reflect on the
words of the opening prayer.

Invite two volunteers to each read aloud one line
of the reflection questions. Ask the group to brain-
storm some responses. Record them for all to see.

Have students silently read the story.

BETIVITY piscuss the Let’s Begin questions.

» Encourage students to talk about Mark’s
change and why they think he changed.

» Have students complete the remainder of the
activity by writing out their thoughts.

God Is Trinity 49



DAY 2
GOD IS ALWAYS THERE
OPEN 2ot Tyl

Invite students to return to the
imagined place they created during their
guided meditation experience.

Invite them to look at God and ask themselves
the question, “How did I get to know you?”
Give them a few seconds to ponder.

Recite the prayer on page 48 together.

Om Point out the Focus question and ask
the students to read the first two paragraphs
on page 50.

BUILD | it

Have everyone close their eyes and quiet
themselves.
Ask: If you and God were playing hide and seek,
and God was doing a really good job of hiding,
where would you go, or what activity would
you do, or whom would you go with to be more
certain of finding God?
Have students answer with a show of hands.
» Who went to a specific place to find God?
» Who went for a certain action or activity
to find God?
» Who went to a certain person, or group of
persons, to find God?
God Takes the First Step
Direct students to read the text on page 50.
R Have two students each read one
IT HRFFENEU of the paragraphs. If possible,
show students a map of the places Peter and
Paul traveled.

50 Chapter 4

GOD IS ALWAYS THERE

Have you ever ended up with a problem turming
around and around in your head, not sure what o de
about it? With so much going on, you might not thisk
of turning to a family member. You might wonder b
others could even understand what you are feeling.
much less help you. Sometimes family and friends can
help. Different individuals within a family relate to esch
other in love—over time and through difficult fimes.
God is always there, even when you don't think famsy
and friends can help much. The sure guide through the
ups and downs of life is our faith in his presence s
his words.

—_—
IT HAPPENED
WHERE DID the disciples
think Jesus was sending
them? Peter traveled from
Jerusalem after Pentecost to
Lydda, Joppa, and Caesarea.
He lived in Antioch for a
while, and in Rome, where he
preached the message before

| being martyred.

|| The disciple Paul traveled
widely to proclaim the Good

|/ News. On his first journey,
Paul sailed from Antioch

| Cyprus and regions that are.
now in kaey 0On his semnd

God Takes the First Step God created the unsvense
and keeps it going through Jesus Christ, the Woed wie
has existed forever, and through the Holy Spisit. e
giver of all life and goodness. We know God because he
chooses to show himself to us. If it were left totally up
us, we could never really know the true God, because he
is a mystery beyond our own comprehension. Only with
faith can we begin to know God.

Fortunately, God doesn’t wait for us to make the
first move. He has been there from the beginning of
time and he is with us from the first day of our life. He
understands us, even when we don’t understand him.

and third journeys, he traveled On our own, we would be stuck in misunderstanding

through Asia Minor and and confusion. We would never get close enough to
| Greece, ally God to the truth. But he loves us so much
to Jerusalem. he wants us to know the way. God the Father sent us his
2 Son and the Holy Spirit to help us find our
way to him. Whenever God sends his Son to
us, he also sends his Spirit.

T9%994949494149419°

l ADDITIONAL I ACTIVITY

Cross-Curricular: Geography Provide students with biblical maps (maps
can be found in some Bibles). Have on hand a modern map of the Eastern
Mediterranean area. Refer to Where It Happened for place names.

= Organize students into small groups and ask them to locate the places
Peter and Paul traveled.

= Compare the ancient places with a map of today.
m Ask them to discuss if the good news is present in these areas today.

Multiple Intelligence: Verbal/Linguistic, Interpersonal, Visual/Spatial
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Help from Heaven The Son of God came down from LA
heaven to show us the way to God the Father and to Words
bring salvation to all. of Faith
—
ﬁé SCRIPTURE ) When his earthly mission was —
| accomplished, Jesus returned to his heavenly Father. py

| Before he left, Jesus told his Apostles to continue his

| work, sharing his message of hope and new life to

| people everywhere. He instructed them, “Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations. . .” (Matthew 28:19). ¢ R 2
Jesus told them to baptize new disciples in the name of |60 T0 THE SOURCE

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. He To get the full story of Jesus'

promised his friends he would always be with them. commissioning of the Apostles,

b= read Matthew 28:16-20. This.
Jesus is always with us, too. When we are baptized, gathering took place soon

we become members of God’s family, the Church, and | after Jesus' Resurrection. How
receive the gift of faith, Through faith, we can believe ' doyou think the Apostis felt
in and rely on God, even though we don’t completely | about Jesus*words? Ifyou had

understand. been with Jesus in this story,
S . ‘what would you have asked

So help from heaven does not stop with Jesus’ time him? How do Jesus’ words.
on earth, his public ministry, and his Ascension. Through | speak to you as a member of
the Apostles, Christ established the Church. He sent the | the Church?:
Holy Spirit as a guide and counselor to the Church.
Since the time of Jesus and the Apostles, believers have  y p. Disciples Attempt to Fish
proclaimed God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

in Lake Tiberias without Success,
from the Predis Codex
by Cristoforo de
Predis (mid-1400s)

SHARE YOUR FAITH Think about the following questions and share your thoughts with a pariner.

» Whe or what helps you maintain your relationship with God? When have you feit closest
s God in the last six months?

51

‘-I-' SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

The Great Commission The passage from Matthew 28:16-20 is also known
as The Great Commission.

m Scholars believe these words were used in Matthew's community, and
point to the union of the person with the community and with the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit through Baptism.

= The passage is also known for its clear expression of the Trinitarian
understanding of God and for its emphasis on the teachings of Jesus
as the standard for moral conduct.

1”11333113111111111111111111

Help from Heaven
Invite three volunteers to each read one of the
paragraphs on page 51.

Ask students to share what they know about
their Baptism.

Suggest to students that they can talk about
things such as when were they baptized.
Do they know who their godparents were?
Do they have any mementos from their
Baptism? Do they know the story of

their Baptism?

CLOSE |

Ask for a volunteer to read
Matthew 28:16-20. Discuss the information
in the Go to the Source box.

Help students link their Baptism stories with
the story in Matthew.

BETIVITY Assign the Share Your Faith
questions for discussion in small groups.

WHEN MINUTES COUNT!
wm Ask students to recite the prayer

on page 48.

Read the material under God Takes the First Step.
m Ask a volunteer to read the
passage from Matthew.

Organize everyone into triads and ask them to
identify ways their baptismal story is linked to the
Scripture passage.

BETIVITY Give students an opportunity to read

the section under Where It Happened on page 50
and to complete the activity on page 51.

God Is Trinity 51



THREE DIVINE
PERSONS IN ONE GOD

OPEN | epyssany

U Pray the prayer on page 48,

beginning and ending with the Sign of
the Cross.

BUILD |

m Ask students to respond to the

Focus question: How can we understand

a mystery? Accept all answers.

Tell students that Catholics are Trinitarian.
We believe in only one God in three divine
Persons.

Ask for three volunteers to read the bullets
on page 52.

Repeat that Catholics believe in only one God
in three distinct Persons: the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. All three share the same
divine nature.

EFIITATTA Instruct students to work
in pairs to answer the Go to the Source
question.

Refer students to the graphic organizer on
page 52 and give them time to read it.

52 Chapter 4

We worship one God, the Trinty. W

THREE DIVINE
PERSONS IN ONE GOD

At the beginning of every Mass, we make the Sign of
the Cross and say, “In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” Our belief in three Persons
in one God is the center of our celebration. When we
pray at Mass, we pray in the name of our Trinitarian
God. We base our faith on this central belief

Christians use a special description for God. We
describe God as the Blessed Trinity, which means that
there is only one God in three divine Persons.

» The Father is God, the first Person of the Trisity. whe
brings everything into existence by the Son St S
Holy Spirit.

» Jesus Christ the Son is God, the second Pesson of S
Trinity, who was sent by the Father and becase s

» The Holy Spirit is also God, the third Person of She
Trinity, who comes from the Father and the Son.

!‘It's somewhat like your family. You and your dad and

om are unique individuals, but are inseperable as one
family. The three members of the Blessed Trinity are
distinct from one another, so we can talk about them as
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but are inseparable in what
they do. Each member of the Trinity is fully God and has
the same divine nature. There is only one God in three
divine Persons.

1979177919 44449494

| ADDITIONAL I ACTIVITY —

Activity Master 4: An Ancient Symbol
Organize students into groups of three and
distribute copies of Activity Master 4 along
with colored markers or pencils.

m Tell students they can work on the project
by sharing tasks (three unique individuals
working together to accomplish one project).

4 Activity Master 4, page TE4
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How Can This Be? The Blessed Trinity is a mystery.
We are never going to understand this mystery until we
meet God face-to-face in heaven. Meanwhile, the gift

of faith assures us that what Christians know about the
Blessed Trinity is true.

Being human, we still ask questions and search for
answers. As people of faith, we often are guided in our
relationships by our heart, not only by our head. Despite
his hard times as a baseball player, Mark remembered
the joy his family felt in planning the anniversary party
for his grandparents. He recognized that the love they
felt for each other grew and spread throughout his
family. This love made his family stronger than they
could be individually.

Our relationship with God is something like this, too.
When we sense God’s presence and respond to him in
our lives, he responds back with love. When we place
our trust in his love, we feel it in our heart, and we come
to believe in it and know it with our mind.

Love is the answer to the mystery of the Trinity. The
truth is that the Son loves the Father and the Father loves
the Son. The Holy Spirit shares his exact same love with
both the Father and the Son.

This love between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is
a model for the connections, affection, and bonds we
«can make with one another. Human communities such
as families, schools, and groups of friends can mirror
the unity of the Trinity.

@ When have you felt really loved by God? Out of touch with
s love?

RETIVITY!

We use comparisans from our
Iife experience to talk about
‘and describe God. However, our
comparisons are fimited. They
o not capture the true mystery
of God. So, God s ke a human
parent, a strong father, a loving
‘mother, someone who has our
best interests at heart, someone
who makes sacrifces for our
benefit. But God s also different
from a parent. Even though we
speak of God as “Father,”the
mystery of God goes beyond any
human experfence or worldly
images we use.

'CONNECT YOUR FAITH Think of three friends or family members. Write something about

from the other two.

your ip . g how that
s your faith a part of any of these friendships? If so, how? If not. how can you share your

beliefs with your friends?

53
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‘ ADDITIONAL | ACTIVITY

Cross-Curricular: Music Distribute hymnals and have the students look

for hymns directly related to the Trinity.

m Ask students to write down the name of the hymn. Next to the name ask
them to identify an important idea about the Trinity that the words of

the hymn convey.
m Invite volunteers to share their discoveries.

m Close the activity by singing a familiar hymn.

Multiple Intelligence: Musical

How Can This Be?

Ask students if they have any questions after
reading the text on page 53. Give them an
opportunity to struggle with understanding.
Remind them that we will fully understand

this mystery when we are united with
God in heaven.

Initiate discussion on how God is
i Wi similar to—and different from—
a human parent.

? Give students an opportunity to respond
to the question at the end.

CLOSE |

BETIVITY Have students individually
complete the activity on page 53.

Assure them that their thoughts will remain
private unless they choose to share them.

WHEN MINUTES COUNT!

EXPLORE

Summarize these points:

» Our faith is based on the central belief that God
is three Persons in one divine nature.

» Understanding the Trinity is at once a matter of
truth, faith, and mystery. We will fully under-
stand when we are united with God in heaven.

P Love is at the core of the Trinitarian relationship.
Assign page 53 as homework. Invite parents and

guardians to share their own experiences and
answers to the questions in Connect Your Faith.
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GOD’S PLAN FOR US

OPEN =
Repeat the prayer on page 48.

Ask students to name one thing they know
about God.

Give them time to connect this knowledge
to their lives.

Note: This can be done as a group activity or
as a personal reflection time.

m Tell students that God is active in
the world, so that means the Trinity is active
in the world.

Ask: What do you think I mean by that? How does
the Trinity do God's work?

BUILD \

Invite three volunteers to read the paragraphs
on page 54.

Ask students to offer examples of God’s plan
as they understand it.

W Divide students into groups of
four or five.

Ask them to read about authority.

Challenge them to identify the rules they
have in their families, in school, and in
their community.

Have them make a list of how the laws of
Jesus are connected to those rules.

Allow the groups to share their information.

54 Chapter 4

To be in relationship with God
means | should know and obey his
laws, But there are lots of other
rules from other sources. What
‘about my parents’ rules? What
about the laws of our country and
our state?

‘The authority of our parents comes
from God's authority, so parents
and children need to honor their
relationship n a oving way, as
the Fourth Commandment tell us.
Civl authority (the authority of
our government) also comes from
God's authority and his care for all
people. Those who govern us do
it as a sevice for the good of all
Those in charge of governments
should uphold the rights and
digaity of all citizens and should
also promote justice and peace.

GOD’S PLAN FOR US

The three Persons of the Blessed Trinity work togethes
through their relationship with each other something
like the way a loving family works together for the
same goals. The Father sent the Son on his mission of
salvation. The Son acted in obedience to the Father o
set humanity free from sin. The Holy Spirit comes t&
help us be part of a loving relationship as members of
the Church.

The work of all three relates to God’s plan of loving
goodness. God does have a plan for all his children.
He wants us to know and share in his love, to bring his
goodness and love to others. He desires us 1o become
like him, and so he cares for us and guides us with b
wisdom and love. The Father works through the Son. S
Holy Spirit, the Church, and the actions of peophe o bl
us. God doesn’t give up on us. He continues o show
care and act on our behalf.

The unity, love, and goodness within the Blessed
Trinity radiate outward toward all. This outpouring
reaches its peak when the Trinity shares his own life
and special helps with us. We call this sharing of divine
life grace. God offers us this free, undeserved gift so we.
can become his adopted children. Sometimes we do not
feel God’s love, even though it's there. Our own actions
and stubbornness may block God out or make it difficult
to feel his presence. But God’s grace is still available to
us—if we trust in him and his hopes for us. Then, our
lives can get back on course, going in the right direction.

. “i* JUSTICE AND PEACE
Sanctity and Dignity Our belief in the sanctity of human life and the

dignity of the human person is the foundation of all the principles of
Catholic social teaching. The dignity of each and every human being is
rooted in God's love and desire for every person to be united with him.

Invite the students to discover ways they can become involved, both
locally and globally. Check out Catholic Relief Services, the Red Cross, and
other agencies linked at www.osveurriculum.com. Decide what project the

class can become involved in.

Catholic Social Teaching: Life and Dignity of the Human Person

9994949994448
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Home Is Where the Heart Is The gift of faith is like
a compass that points us in the right direction. If we stay
directed by faith, then our actions will build up God’s
kingdom. Our lives will show Gospel values such as
justice, peace, and love.

LOOKING BACK

In the Middle Ages, most people
couldn't read. Churches used
stained-glass windows and
architecture to teach important
truths of faith such as the
Blessed Trinity. The doorways
below are an example. The single:
riangular arch holds within it
three interlocking circular arches.
, God the Father,
God the Son, and God the Holy
Spiit are three in one.

This is why it is so important to learn and remember
what we beheve The teachings of our Catholic faith help
us d our with
God and o!heN We are to give our minds, hearts, and
lives to God in love and for love. As long as your life is
moving in God’s direction in that relati with him,
you will be journeying into deeper truth, wisdom, and
love. You will be on your way home.

@ Imagine that your life is a story in a book. In what ways is
the story of your life following God's love and the teachings
of faith?

@ Wnat would you like to change about the way you are fiving
in order to follow the guidance of faith more closely?

HETIVITY

LIVE YOUR FAITH |
wisdom, and

1. What does it mean to you to give your mind to God?

e your mind, heart, and fife to God, you are joumeying into a deeper truth,
these ideas mean by answering the questions below.

on

2. What s one way you have given your heart to God?

3. Who is someone you know who gives his or her life to God? How do you see that he or
she has done this?

> The love that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
have for each other shows us what our own relation-
ships should be like.

0

¥

As Catholics, believing in the Blessed Trinity is
central to our faith.

¥ God has a plan of loving goodness for a his people and
offers the gift of grace so that we can become more
Tike him. This sharing in divine ife helps us trust in God,
have faith in him, and work for his kingdom.

» The Trinity is @ mystery that can never be totally
understood by the human mind, but can be
appeoached through faith. The Father sent the Son
8 the Holy Spiit 10 help us know him and to guide §
wiohim. £
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TEACHER BACKGROUND

Celtic Spiritual Tradition This tradition is centered on the Trinity. Many
Celtic prayers highlight Trinitarian belief even in the way they are organized.

m Check out the works of Esther De Waal and J. Philip Newell for examples
of Celtic prayer.

m The Carmina Gadelica, compiled by Alexander Carmichael, contains the
oral prayers and songs from the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, also
influenced by the Trinity.

Home Is Where the Heart Is

Direct the students to do some self reflection.
Ask them to read the two paragraphs on
page 55.

LOOKIN CK Invite students to read the

sidebar about stamed -glass windows and the
symbols of the Trinity. Ask if they have seen
the symbol pictured elsewhere in the church.

@ Ask students to journal their responses to
the questions.

BETIVITY Have them to go back to their
journaling and complete the three questions.

CLOSE | :

Have students recite the bullet points on
page 55. Pause between each reading
to offer an opportunity for questions
or clarification.

WHEN MINUTES COUNT!

EXPLORE
m Invite a volunteer to read the

passage from John 10:31-38.
Point out that rules rooted in love actually respect
the human dignity of each and every person.

N:TIVITY Organize students into small groups
and ask them to complete the questions in Live
Your Faith on page 55.

CATHOLICS BELIEVE

Emphasize the bullet points.

God Is Trinity 55



—CELEBRATE

DAY 5
MEDITATION ON
PRAISING THE TRINITY

PREPARE |

Ask for four volunteers to serve
as leader and readers.

Give students a few minutes to read over
their assigned passages.

Remind them to read slowly and reverently.
Set the prayer table by covering it with a
colorful patterned cloth. Place on it symbols
of the Trinity and a Bible opened to the
Gospel according to Matthew.

Ask the students to seat themselves in a
circle with the prayer table in the center. The
readers should read from their places among
the community.

Jh Practice Track 4, “We Praise You,” from
the Call to Faith 7 & 8 Music CD1 so that the
students are familiar with it.

PRAY \ sk el

*% Begin by leading the students in the
refrain of “We Praise You.”

Signal the first reader to begin.

w Conclude by playing the song again and
inviting the students to sing along.

Prayer Extension Invite the students to create
symbols for the Trinity. After each recitation
of the response, ask some of the students to
place their symbols on the prayer table.

WHEN MINUTES COUNT!

Guide the group through the meditation using the
details above.

56 Chapter 4

MEDITATION ON PRAISING THE TRINITY

(= Leaser: W gather here this day

in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Prepare yourselves to be in Jesus’ presence.

Take a deep, relaxing breath, and enter into the meditation:
(read the following, slowly and meditatively)

Reader 1: O God, our Father,
creator,
and maker of all creation,
we praise you, and we bless you! (pause)

We thank you for this good earth,

the air we breathe,

the rain that cools our nights,

the sun that warms our days,

and the life you give to each and every one of us. (pause)

Reader 2: O God the Son,
our brother, teacher,
and Savior,
we praise you, and we bless you! (paiise)

We thank you for showing us the way to live,
to trust in the Father and to love one another,

to serve our sisters and brothers,

and to take care of the poor and those in need. (pause)

Reader 3: O God the Spirit,
Our Holy guide,
and friend for the journey,
we praise you, and we bless you!

We thank you for walking with us,
in our struggles,

our choosing,

our playing, and in our praying. (paise)

Open your eyes and let us pray together, in song.

Close your eyes and focus on opening your mind and heart to God

@ “We Praise You”
David Haas, © 2002, GIA Publications, Inc.

LECTIONARY LINK

Break Open the Word Read the Gospel for this coming Sunday. Invite
students to think about what the reading means to them as they learn
about the Trinity.

Visit www.osvcurriculum.com for weekly scripture readings and

seasonal resources.
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) Work with Words Complete each sentence with the correct term.

Blessed Trinity

1. Jesus gave the disciples a command to go and make
__disciples __of gl nations.  disciples
2.Christ established the  CUTCR__ through the Apostes. s pliedes
* Holy Spirit
3. God the Father sends his Son to us; he also sends the  counselor
__ Holy Spirit_ Father
Gospel
4. The Holy Spiritisa_COUNSEIOT _ to the Church. Chu'v’ch

5. The love in the BIESSed Trinity. is a model for the connections
and love we can have with others.

e Check Understanding Circle the letter of the choice that best completes the sentence.

6. Christians describe Godasthe ___, meaning one God in three Persons.
a. Father @ Blessed Trinity
b. Holy Spirit d. aandb

7. The Persons of the Blessed Trinityare .
(&) Father, Son, and Holy Spirit . Matthew, Mark, and Luke
& Jesus and the Holy Spirit d. Paul, Silas, and Timothy

&.Twoogh . the free, undeserved gift of God's love and lfe, we can become
God's children.
a tamn c. hope
®gaxe d. baptism

5 s the second Person of the Trinity.
. God the Father c. The Holy Spirit
(B God. the Son d. all of the above

10. Through the sacrament of  we become members of God's Church.
2. the Eucharist . the Holy Spirit
b. Confirmation @ Baptism

© Make Draw Write a one-paragraph response to the questions.

What is God's plan of goodness and love? How does grace fit into God’s plan of loving goodness?
Students will explain that God's plan is for us to know and share in his love, to bring
#s goodness and love to others, and to desire us to become like him. God guides us in

Anowing him by sharing his divine presence through the gift of grace.
57

REVIEW

A. Work with Words Direct students to use the
Word Bank to select the term that best
completes each sentence.

B. Check Understanding Have students circle
the letter of the term that best completes
each sentence.

C. Make Connections: Draw Conclusions Direct
students to write a one-paragraph answer
on a separate sheet of paper.

Assessment

Elmpter 4 T;st

0000000000000 vvoddvddncss

o/ Acke connection

Domain 1 The content in this chapter correlates to the following
objectives in “Domain 1: God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”

= Trinity: A community of three divine Persons in one indivisible God and
the central mystery of faith.

= Creed: A summary of the faith.
Words from “Catholic Faith Literacy": Blessed Trinity, grace

A Page TE25

Option: If using the Chapter Assessment,
distribute it and give students time to
complete it. Have students hand in their
completed papers.

TEST TAKING TIPS
Share these tips with students:

m Get plenty of rest and have a healthy breakfast the
day of the test.

m Wear comfortable clothes and don't bring items
that might distract you.
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OUR CATHOLIC FAITH

WHRAT Now? Ask four volunteers to read
the four points aloud. Then ask: Why do you
think these four points are listed? Why are they
important?

Ask for specific examples and encourage all
students to contribute to the discussion.

BETIVITY Give students an opportunity to
share a recent dilemma and how God cared
for them in the process of finding a solution.
Note: Don’t spend too much time here, as
some will be uncomfortable in revealing
personal stories.

Organize students into groups of three and

ask them to complete the activity on page 58.

Allow for some large group sharing, if
time permits.

Read aloud the prayer on

page 58 slowly and reverently.

58 Chapter 4

| wHaT Now?
*Think about how you treat others.
*Resolve to show others the love and interest God shows you.

*When you make the Sign of the Cross, think about what the
words and gestures mean.

*Reflect on what your image of God is.

RETIVITY

LIVE YOUR FAITH Think of a dilemma you faced recently. How do you see that God showed his care
for you in the solution to your problem?

Write one descriptive word for each Person in the Trinity. Then st a circumstance when you would pray.
to that Person.

Father

Deseription

[T Visit www.osveurriculum.com for more
B family and community connections.

OUR CATHOLIC FAITH I
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4 CHRISTIAN LIVING SKILLS

Introduce the Skill: How to Pray In prayer we raise our minds and hearts
to God. There are many forms of prayer, including blessing and adoration,
petition for our own needs, intercession for the needs of others, and praise
and thanksgiving. By experimenting with various forms of prayer, we can

learn new things about ourselves and discover levels of spirituality that
we didn’t know we had. Prayer can be a great source of comfort, hope,
guidance, and growth once we learn to overcome distractions.

m Have students list three obstacles to prayer.

m Ask them: What helps you pray? Music? Pictures or images? Nature?
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Starting when she was just
eleven years old, St. frances

Saint Frances
of Rome of Rome had a very special
three-way relationship with

God and with the Roman people she served by her good deeds. You
ik of her as a living example of the Trinity of God.

nces was born in Rome in 1384 to a wealthy, noble family. She.
Jearmed to have a peaceful personality and a serious devotion to God
Som her mother. From her father, however, she inherited a strong will.
That will gave her the strength to devote her life to helping people
fess fortunate than herself,

On the orders of her father, she married Lorenzo Ponziani at the age
of thirteen. He was noble and wealthy, and he loved her very much. Her
mother-in-law pressured Frances to entertain as part of Rome’s social
scene, but her heart was with the city’s poor people.

Frances and her sister-in-law Vannozza became close friends, and
B logether. They visited prisons to give comfort and served in
Bospitals. It was not fashionable for noblewomen to help the poor, and
people gossiped about two girls out alone. However, Lorenzo supported
A5 wile's efforts and did not try to stop her from doing the work of God.

i the early 14005, a flood brought disease and famine to Rome.
Frances 20d Vannozza went out to the poor with corn, wine, oil, and
Ciothing fro amily’s possessions. Her father-in-law tried to stop
hex bt 3 happened. The family's empty corn loft suddenly
Sl wih corm and their empty wine cask was full. These incidents
completely converted Lorenzo and his father.

WS e Sussband's and father-i-faw's blessings, Frances sold her
Jewels and chothes and distributed money to the needy. When civil war
came 1o Rome. Frances’ house was destroyed. She was able to fix it up,
&0 she lurmed it into 3 hospital and a homeless shelter.

After the war was over, Frances started a lay order of women
attached to the Benedictines called the Oblates of Mary. The women
Jived i the world but pledged to offer themselves to God and to serve
the poor. They bought a house where the widowed members could live
in community.

After Lorenzo's death, Frances moved into the house with the
other Oblates and was made mother superior. At the age of fifty-two,
she fulfilled her lifelong dream of becoming a nun. She died four
years later Her last words were, “The angel has finished his task—
Be beckons me to follow him."

A Madonna and Child with Saint
Frances of Rome, by Orazio
Gentileschi (1563-1639)

GLOBAL DATA
78

= Rome is the capital of italyand
its third largest city. ",‘
= Rome Is the home of the Roman
Catholic Church and the pope.
= Rome is built on seven hlls ]
overlooking the Tiber River.
 Rome was once the center of |
avast empire stretching fom
England to the Middle East. s

TEACHER BACKGROUND

Saint Frances of Rome This saint was canonized in 1608 by Pope Paul V.

m She is famous for her devotion to angels and for her charity to the poor.

m Her relics lie in the church of Santa Francesca Romana in Rome, Italy.

m Her feast is celebrated on March 9.

m A prayer to Saint Frances includes the words: “Please pray for Catholics
in our day that they may be as dedicated to God as you were.”

PEOPLE OF FAITH

Ask students to read the story of Saint
Frances. One way to do so is by asking for
eight volunteers and assigning each one of
the eight paragraphs.

Open a discussion by asking for responses to
how God was working in Saint Frances’ life.

Encourage more than a surface reading by
telling the students to look deeply into Saint
Frances’ possible motivations.

GLOBAL DATA share some of the information
in the Global Data feature as well as the
content from the Teacher Background

box below.

Allow time for the students to name people
they know today who live lives similar to
this saint.
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