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Opening Prayer
This week we are going to look at how God
reveals himself to us and how we respond to
that revelation, Let's pray. In the name of the
Father ...

@ Welcome/Review Game (5 minutes)

Begin by welcoming the class and telling them that you
will be starting with a review of the previous lesson’s
material. On the DVD menu, click on Lesson 4; then on
the sub-menu, click on “Review Game.”

Have students answer the questions based on the
previous lesson. For more information about how 1o
adapt this game 1o meet the needs of your group, see
the “Review Game" section in the Introduction to this
Leader's Guide (page xiii)

@ Challenge of the Week Review (5 minutss)

Askifanyone would like to share a “challenge experience”
[rom the previous week. Try to draw students out by
prompting them with basic questions regarding the
challenges from last week (e.g."Did anyone choose the

first challenge?”)

@ Opening Prayer (3 minutes)

Lead the class in the “Opening Prayer,” which is included
in the Student Workbook. Leader’s Guide notes are
provided above: Red text provides direction and guidance,
and white text is for you to read aloud to the class
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A God Who

Wants to Be Known

Irmagine that someone has offered youa month dong,
allexpenses paid trip 10 ., your dream desinationl
Your passport 1 teady, your bag has been packed,
youur patenis huve said “yes ™ All you have 10 do i
et on that plane and go. Would you? Right now?

o would be risky, being out
you're alraid of planes. Maybe Neat

your own. Maybe

Sometimes, that trust may be misplaced. A Iriend.
may break a confidence; the gay (or gil) youlve
T a crush on may break your heart. Even family
mémbers let us down sometimes (though they
wusually ome thraugh for us if we gve them &
chance)

misplaced. God y

meshiny
bad and get sick. Maybe youl get lost. Maybe
something will happen 1o someont in your family
while you're gotic. Do you risk i7 19's up ta you

! 156251 Jn 3:29, MI 25:1; Mk 2:19

Lowe is the same way. Allowing ourschves 10 love
and Be lovesl, s we were created o be, i risky. And
et cach of us langs for the kind of love that allows
5 10 be complesely open and honest. There b such
freedom 1 that kind of closencss.

Every human relationship invokves diferent levels

of intimacy—trom the less instmate chats with
_ scqusintances, 1o the more heanielt talks and
confidences of Iriendship, & the “got your back”
trust we have with our closess friends and family
members. Over time, we leasn which people we can
trust and which anes we can'i-all from opening
orrselves. bi by bit, w find the intimacy we crave.

it s, Maybe yos never thosght of God s lover
o o ficrl, but he thinkes of himeelf that way. He
s seferted 10 35 “he Beidegroom” in Scripariand
tolt his apoetles, “ou ase my Frends” (Joh 15:14)

“The Rative American warrior and Catholc convert,
Joseph Cliwatenlwa, once said abou: God, “Newl
bt 10 see that the reasom yors made s 1 becausie
you waint ko shate your love. Nothing atracts yons

as much 23 your people

Yes, God swants yoi to knew him! And though he
already knows everythi
0 apen your heart and bie up 1o hism! We're gomg
10 talk about whar
Knoner and how e wasta s 10 respand 1o what
Toe s revealed. Just as it i with the risk of taking
any journey or cgaging in any relationship, the

18 ahout you, he wanss you

Thas dane o make himsell

@ Dive In (5 minutes)

Read this story aloud, have a student read it aloud, or
have the class read it silently before watching the video
segments. This thought-provoking story ties in to the
lesson’s topicand serves to setup the video presentation.



Segment 1: Evidence for God

1. Chris compares the probability of the universe forming out of
Tnothing to the probability of a print shop explasion resulting in
P

A) navel G) movie script
D} newspapar

2. The fullness of divine revelation is found in
Jesus Christ

Segment 2: Scripture and Tradition

1 Tradition  ang the
deaposit of faith, God's revelation 10 us.

2 The Gospels, the four books in the Bible that tell us about the
iife of Jasis, aro Matthew, Mark, _Luke wim,
3. The Bible is a collection of

w2 g o .
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Small-Group Discussion

Segment 1: Evidence for God
1. Can you think of a time when God revealed
himself to you? Maybe it was in prayer or
through another person or an event.
2. Pretend you are talking to a nonbeliever, What
*proofs” of God's existence can you share?’

Segment 2: Scripture and Tradition
1. How often do you read the Bible? What stops
you from reading it more often?
2. Share your favorite story or verse from the
Bible and the reasan you like it.2

Segment 3: Our Response to God
1. Do you know anyone who does not believe
in God? Why do you think hi or she does not
believe in God?
. Do you ever find it hard to trust God or to

remember that he loves you no matter what? if
50, what have you done—aor whal could you do
in the future—to work through this problem?

@ Watch Iti/Small-Group Discussion (so minutes)

On the video, click on Lesson 4, Segment 1. When

Segment 1 ends, have students fill in the “Watch I

questions (2 to 3 minutes). Run through them to be
sure they wrote the correct answers so they will have
them to prepare for the next “Review Game."

Next, lead students in a small-group discussion [or
Segment 1. You may begin by asking general questions

like: “What part of the video spoke to you the most?”

Discussion questions for each segment are provided in
the blue box above.

Follow the same steps for Segments 2 and 3. (Allow for
about 10 minutes of discussion time after each segment.)

Small-Group Discussion Leader's Notes
See “Existence of God” in the Glossary.
Consider presenting each student with.a
Catholic Bible and encour,

to read a little bit every

version is available at USCCI
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Juestio LSRR

s':" To the Heart (10 minutes)

Alter the small-group discussions, read this story aloud,
have a student read it aloud, or have the class read it
silently. Alter the story (written by this week's video
presenter), read the thought-provoking question(s)
provided in the red “To the Heart” box above. Time
permitting, ask follow-up questions and encourage




B s e el 0wzt o s, Sammeore hd
e w1 began 18
-

(A few months Ites, it the prodding of her family,

e of place. She wante

nd w e

Wherever she went, she sensed Jesus standbig n
Sont of her with open arms

She went o Workd Yeuth Day. and, hearing the

woice of John Paul H, she reslized, Thats my

shepherd, and [m Elling i love with Jestss und bis

urch again ™ But even as she wid it, the know 1t
really "ugain,” bus foe the st time

Natabe's Journey back 10 fesus began with the
n world “evangelizing” her. |had the awesome
blessing of marrying her fve years later

Lesson 4 | 29
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oo™ His trachers, though, had » dilfereni
view. His- mesnee, St Albert the Grea
ot said, “One day the bellow ol that

s o4 wall be hesed arourd the workl”

What Aquinas lacked in speed, be made

confident that the EXISTENCE OF

GOD coukd be proven. In fact, he come

e wanied f0 become
inican presy s bty haed
the xlea. They had diflerent eareer goals
for Thomas. His brorhers Wdnapped
and inpetsanacd hirs in 8 room with
prostituse 10 tes his reselve. Aquinias
picked up a busning stck from the
replace and chused the woman suay,
burmed a cross on the door of bis
cell He knew what he wanted-sod
e knew B wasn't o be found (n the
plessures ard riches of this workd He
wanted truth  plan an simpie

Aquinas spent bis entire ble rying 1
understand the myseries of God. not
I oader 10 prove how smart he was,
b 00 ol deshe o ke G s 0
make him known 10 ochens. He
same o the most mportant theologial

works ever waten, Ficee thn 30000
pages o ext aver a penid of more thae,
« yean, beeping b scribes
busty the entire tisel And yet
his gresies work, the Summs Thelogcd,

ned uslnished o bis desth Seetig

God's gy i mystl viston, Aquinas
s, Al 1 have sattens & b 0 much
red 0 what 1 have seen®
e spent the sest of i
the simples wuthe-

suraw ¢
Alter th
days focmed o
tescking the Faith o chidren

Toward the end of Aquinas” lle. bi
condessor, Yeother Regirald, winessed
the philosopher tn  chapel, face down

belore & great
tpe:
“Thomas, you have wei

What wil you have e yo
Adquinas replied, "Oly yousrell, Loed.™
Bwas the mos perfect sumsmary ol his
\ de's wark. Declared 3 DOCTOR OF
CHURCH in 1367 by Pupe Piis
V. the M sory of 5. Thomas Aquinas
reminds us it God dost ot wast
aeliecasaliy gified o
merely 10 underisand him. He wasis us 10
Love ien  and g0 e him bove s

St Thomas Aquinas, pray Jor o, that
et will heve dhe Muambity 1o ask G for
e fith 0 belere even when s cannot
undersiand

@ Hero of the Week (5 minutes)

This saint story will help to highlight and reinforce this
lesson's topic. You may choose 1o read it aloud, have a
student read it aloud, or have the class read it silently.




God Write abaut it in the space below.

your skills. Mees with "
ded. 1 he spuce helow, wrie sbout

y For 1 oll five minues.

St s e K o e Felaion i

ikt
Closing Prayer

“But a3 for you, continuc in whar you have learned .. from childhood you have
been wcquainted with the sacred writings which are able w instruct you for
salvation through faldh in Christ Jesus.™
—2 Timothy 3:14-15
Lord reveal ways: sheough the insp of the Tiible.
the teachings of the Church, the beauty of nawire, and in the quiet of our own hearts. Give us
the grace 10 respond exmbusiastically to the many s you fnvite us (o come closer o you,
and Inspire ts 1o shine as lights in s dark woeld. Amen.

@ Challenge of the Week (2 minues

. Ask your students to read the “challenges™ above and
choose one of the three to complete this week. Have
them check the box next to the challenge they intend
to complete. Encourage them to write about their
experiences in the space provided.

@ Homework Instructions and Updates 2 minctes)

Remind studenis to read the “Wrap-Up" and the
“What's That Word?" sections in the “Taking It Home"
section of the Student Workbook. They should also
review the *Watch It!” questions to prepare for the next
“Review Game.”

@ Closing Prayer (3 minutes)

As a way of building up community, ask if there are any
prayer intentions. Write them down (or have students
share them aloud) and after praying for those intentions,
have the class read the “Closing Prayer” together
(provided in the Student Workbook).
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For next week's “Review Game.”
be sura o read over the following ..
1. Watch It! questions ipage 27)
2. Wirap-Up

3 “What's That Word?"

4. Memory Verse

Dot orget ta 00 your
Challenge of the Wek (paga 31)

% The probabilty of e originasing. from
compurable v the probubliy of heumobesdgel

revalting from an explosion pe

Prncener

iologist and assoxiate of Allert Einiieia)

Think abour it. A single siand of your DNA Is
‘more complex than a dictionary, W
theories all auempt 1o explin som
Crestion, from evolution ta the Big Bang, belleving

the universe came imto being wi

e see 2 book, we know there bs an
scc  pantng, we know there s 3 ps
when we see an ordered umiverse, we know th

was s ultiaute “beghnning” _ a Crestor




“What'’s That Word?”"

FAITH

Pk refers 1 the gilt thar allows us 10 believe m
God and what he has wold us. As the Bible tells us,
"Faith is the realization of what ts hoped for and
evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1, NAB).
For example, we have fah that our friend vall ot
let us down or berray us when we are not present

Giace builds on a different Jind. of fith—the
Mhaclogical virtue that wus infused i s m
BAPTISM. Through the gift of lah. God grants
a5 the ability 10 accept as true all he has revealed
10us in Christ thar we recefve 1 the Chiurch. “The
Faith,” or “the Catholic Faith” refers 1o the fullness
ol Godts revelation thit has been entrusted 10 the
Church and which the Church. laithfully hands
o0 10 each generation of believers i ts doctrine,
ble, and worship, The living teachinig office (the
MAGISTERILIM) alone, under the guidace of the
Haly Spirt, authentically interpees the Word of
God that comes 1o s in Scripture and TRADITION.
Scrptuse, Tradition, sl the Magisesnam are so
losely comnected tha one canniot stand withot
e cther two (see D Verbiom 7.8, 10)

0 s inclividual level. the gif of fith must be
 exerctied i vintue 0. greow sirong and sustain s
i cficuln times. We pray for the gkt of faith so
:anm be bl to believe, and we exercise and

st God has revealed and 1o live accordingly

“unveiling

NATURAL REASON

Naaral reoson s 1 the buman power 10 think
e igare someshing out, s oppesed o “revelation.”
which is what we know because God b told us
We can know things by nansral reasen and by
revelaiion. Using our reason, we are able o fgure
our that there mast be a Creator of the world o
that saraling from someone is unjust. There are
some things we are ot able 1o igare out by reason
alome. We would ot have known that God is 2
Tronity wnless he had told us, unless 1t had been
revealed

REVELATION

God reveals himsell to w3, and what he reveals of
himself i called revelation

The authors of the Bible tack this word fram the
Hebrew wrdding RITUAL where it Htcrally meant
1t s God's deepest desire 1o “unveil
himself 10 s an it 110 a Rew and wonderful
e with him, a Hie characterized by & deep and
lasiing relastonship more miimae than the one
shared by 3 newly marmied couple

The Church has carefully preserved and taught
God's revelasion, and 'we can find what God has
revealed of himself

dey
&

e and in Sacred

Memory Verse:

“Exery anc then who ears these words of
mine and does them will be like a wise man
wh built his house upon the rock ..”

~Matthew 7:24




34 | % CHOSEN

34 |&CHOSEN
SACRED TRADITION

Jesus entruisied the “handing on” ((madite n Latin)
of the gospel message to his apostles, wliom be
commissioned 10 “make discipies of all nutions
Baptizing them in the name of the Farher and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirn™ (Marthew 28:19)
“The Church, then. 1s founded wupon the authority
Chrt gave 1o his apostes o each the iruihs he
gave them 10 hand on.

Jesiss taugh his aposiles many things. Some of
what Jesus vaught was writien down snder he
INSPIRATION of the Haly Spirit and comes to us
in the lorm of the Bible (SACRED SCRIPTURE).

Sarme of w
et teaching; we refer to these teachings

through

ax “Sacted Tradition.” We have muny “waditions”

in the Church_ just as we have “traditions® m ous
families and schools. However, Sacred Tradition
s 10 the handing on of the gospel and the
teaching of Jesuss in the Holy Spirkt by the Church
in her doctrine, life, and worship®

e waight them was “handed an”

~ Any questiong :»7’

Are Catholics the only
oneg who know God? le
averyone else flat-out wrong?

ool made the human heart for himself, and he.
reveals himself 10 everyons through creation
and im the crcumsiances of e, Because of
that, other religions have benrlul snd e
plimpses of who Giod is and how we should
live our lves, and the Church “rejects nothing
that is true and holy in [other] religons ™ Bt
the FULLNESS of wuth abouc God can oy
be found n Chnst and in his Church. God.
became ane ol us o tell us s person who he
i3t 5o, while other Eaiths may previde glimpses
of God, Jesus alone reveals the whole picture.

What's more important, the
Church or the Bible?

They're bk isportant The 1w can't e pitod
agaiast esch otber. The Church Jesus lounded
(thepllac snd foundanon of ruth.” L Timathy.
315, NAB) avtharitatively teaches us that the
Bible is the Word of God. At the Council of
Hippa (a0 393), the Catholic bishops declared
that the seventythree books of “ihe Bible®
are the words of God himself in the words
of men? Catholics have been reading from
those seventy-three books ever since. Every.
time the Sacred Seriptures are procaimed. life
usanslorming grace is grven, for “the word of
God is living and effetive. sharper thar any.
woedged sword” (Hebrews 4:12).







Leader’s Notes

Overview

“Who is Jesus?” This lesson answers this fundamental question, while also addressing basic
questions like: “Was Jesus real?” and, “Did he really claim to be God?" The person, nature, and
work of Christ—from his Incarnation to his Second Coming—is at the center of the Catholic
Faith. Christ is the model for how we are to live; he is the one who saves us from our sin and
gives us the hope of eternal life. He is the fullness of revelation about God and is himsell God
in the flesh. Jesus, then, is the only way to find lasting peace and freedom.

Teenagers will have a variety of responses to the question, “Who is Jesus?" Living in a post-
Christian society, surrounded by a dizzying panorama of creeds and worldviews, students
need to be challenged to remember the words of the Lord: I am the way, and the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father, but by me” (John 14:6).

Objectives of this Lesson

1. Who is Jesus Christ? Have students respond to the question, “But who do you say that 1
am?” (Matthew 16:15; see CCC 436-442).

Liar, lunatic, ... or Lord? 1t is not possible that Jesus was just a “good person.” He claimed
to be the divine Son of the Father. This leaves only three possibilities: He made it up (liar);
he was deluded (lunatic/crazy); or he really is God.

. Why did Jesus come to earth to be one of us? The Catechism lists four reasons: (1) to remove
sin and reconcile us to Geod, (2) 1o show us just how much God loves us, (3) to show us
how to live, and (4) to fill us with his divine life (see CCC 456-460).
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