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 CHAPTER PLANNING GUIDE

Jesus Christ and the Foundation of the Church 1b

LESSON OBJECTIVES OPENING & CLOSING 
ACTIVITIES GUIDED EXERCISES HOMEWORK

The Apostles 
(pp. 14– 19)

Learning Experience
o The role of the 

Apostles and 
their missionary 
activity

o The authority 
of the Apostles 
as it is handed 
on to their 
successors, the 
bishops

Anticipatory Set
o Present the Basic 

Questions (p. 14)
Closure
o Write about 

Tradition and 
Apostolic Succession 
in the Church (p. 19)

Alternative Assessment
o Quiz: The Closure 

topic (p. 19)

Quiz
o Last night’s 

homework (p. 14)
Mini‑Lecture
o Apostolic Succession 

(p. 15)
o Avoid evil and do 

good (p. 17)
Paragraph Shrink
o Saul (p. 16)
Reading
o Hardships St. Paul 

endured (p. 18)

Textbook
o Study Questions 

13– 23 (p. 42)
o Practical Exercise 3 

(p. 43)
Workbook
o Questions 40– 62
Reading
o Sidebar: The Travels 

of St. Paul (p. 20)
o The Council of 

Jerusalem (p. 22)
o Missionary Activities 

of the Apostles 
(pp. 23– 25)

The Apostles 
(continued) 
(pp. 20– 25)

Learning Experience
o The Apostles 

came to realize 
the Gospel was 
for all people 
and converts 
did not need to 
adopt Jewish 
customs

o The apostolic 
activities of 
the Apostles 
and their 
martyrdom

Anticipatory Set
o Mini‑Lecture: Jewish 

to Gentile Church 
(p. 20)

Closure
o Partner Activity: 

Gentile conversion 
(p. 25)

Alternative Assessment
o Cooperative 

Learning Activity: 
One of the Apostles 
(p. 25)

Partner Activity
o Trace St. Paul’s 

journey (p. 21)
Graphic Organizer
o Where each Apostle 

ministered (p. 23)
Analyze an Illustration
o St. Thomas and the 

risen Christ (p. 25)

Textbook
o Study Questions 

24– 28 (p. 42)
o Practical Exercise 4 

(p. 43)
Workbook
o Questions 63– 77
Reading
o Beliefs and 

Practices: 
The Spiritual Life of 
the Early Christians 
(p. 26)

o Baptism (pp. 26– 28)
o Agape and 

the Eucharist 
(pp. 28– 29)

o Churches (p. 29)
o Sidebar: 

The Catacombs 
(p. 30)

o Holy Days (p. 32)
o Sidebar: Christian 

Symbols (p. 32)
o The Papacy (p. 33)
o The Episcopacy 

(p. 34)
o Priesthood (p. 34)
o The Scriptures 

(pp. 34– 35)
o Sexual Ethics: 

Abortion and 
Contraception (p. 35)
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12 Jesus Christ and the 
 Founding of the Church

GUIDED EXERCISE
Conduct a think / pair / share 
using the following prompt:

o Write one sentence for each of 
the four marks of the Church, 
explaining what that mark 
means.

GUIDED EXERCISE
Have each student work with 
a partner to read quietly the 
Catechism, no. 761, about the 
secret evangelization that is 
offered to each person. Lead 
a class discussion using the 
following questions:

o How can people who have 
never heard of Christ be saved?

God works secretly in the heart of 
each person, loving him or her so 
much he offers a way to salvation 
for any one who “fears him and 
does what is right” (Acts 10: 35).

o If this secret evangelization 
is sufficient for salvation, why 
is it important to evangelize 
people directly?

God has established the Church 
as the means of salvation, and he 
wants all people to know his saving 
message and to be united to him 
through his Mystical Body.

FOCUS QUESTION
o What does it mean to say the Church is one and holy?

The Church is one because she professes one Faith in one God, led by the Pope and the 
bishops in union with him, all over the earth and throughout every age. The Church is 
holy because her founder, Jesus Christ, is holy; she is the means to grow in holiness 
for her members; the Sacraments, which she administers, are holy; finally, all who take 
advantage of her gifts become holy, whom we call saints.
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Jesus Christ and the 13 
Founding of the Church 

GUIDED EXERCISE
Have a student read aloud the 
Catechism, no. 889– 891 (p. 43), 
and then lead a class discussion 
about the infallibility of the 
Magisterium of the Church.

FOCUS QUESTION
o What does it mean to say the Church is catholic and apostolic?

Catholic means the Church is for all people everywhere in the world, in every age, and in 
every culture. Apostolic means the Church is built on the foundation of the Apostles, 
her faith and governance going back to them in an unbroken line of continuity.

CLOSURE
Have each student free write for 
two minutes in response to the 
following questions:

o Which came first: the preaching 
of the Gospel or the writing of 
the Gospel?

o Who decided which books 
should be included in the Bible 
and which should not?

o What do these answers 
demonstrate about the need 
for a Church guided by the 
Holy Spirit?

Briefle share responses.

HOMEWORK 
ASSIGNMENT
o Study Questions 1– 12 (p. 42)

o Practical Exercises 1– 2 (p. 43)

o Workbook Questions 1– 39

o Read “The Apostles” through 
“St. Paul, ‘Apostle of the 
Gentiles’” (pp. 14– 18)

ALTERNATIVE 
ASSESSMENT
Have each student free write for 
five minutes in response to the 
following question:

o While nobody can go back to 
observe the descent of the 
Holy Spirit on the Apostles 
nor interview the people who 
heard the Apostles speaking 
in languages they had never 
learned, what is the evidence 
these things really did happen?
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14 Jesus Christ and the 
 Founding of the Church

The Apostles
(pp. 14– 19)

LESSON OBJECTIVES
o The role of the Apostles and 

their missionary activity

o The authority of the Apostles 
as it is handed on to their 
successors, the bishops

BASIC QUESTIONS
o What did Christ entrust to his 

Apostles?

o What was God’s plan to 
build up the Church after the 
Apostles’ deaths?

KEY IDEAS
o Christ chose the Twelve 

Apostles, with St. Peter as 
their head, to entrust with the 
Deposit of Faith, whose twin 
sources are Sacred Tradition 
and Sacred Scripture.

o God’s plan for the Church to 
continue after the Apostles was 
to hand on their authority to 
their successors, the bishops.

ANTICIPATORY SET
Explain to the students they will 
be studying the Apostles in greater 
depth. Present to the students 
the Basic Questions they will be 
examining.

GUIDED EXERCISE
Administer an open‑workbook quiz on one or two of the questions assigned as 
homework. While taking the quiz, visually check to see students have completed their 
homework questions and give credit for work completed.
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