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hetween Right and Wrong

h

Dist

Do Circumstances
Mule u Difference?

1. You let two friends copy your answers on a test.

2. Your parents ask you
where you are going tonight
and you lie—big-time.

3.a person kidnaps a seven-year-old girl and then tortures and
kills her.

4, someone sells drugs to a six-year-old, who becomes addicted.

4
5. Several of your friends
ridicule someone of a different
race.

6. Someone takes your sunglasses.

7. A dassmate deliberately spreads the false
rumor that you and the person you are dating are
having sex.

\f 8. Two seniors on your team get into a fight

| and break the trophy case in the school
hallway. The coach suspends you and the rest
of the seniors on the team until the two guilty

} seniors step forward, which they refuse to do.

YOUR WORD IS A LAMP TO MY FEET
AND A LIGHT TO MY PATH.
| HAVE SWORN AN OATH
AND CONFIRMED IT,
TO OBSERVE YOUR RIGHTEOUS
ORDINANCES.
PsALM 119:105-6
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uman acts are either good or

evil. The Catholic Church

teaches that the “rightness” or
“wrongness” of an action or behavior
depends on three things: the act, the inten-
tion, and the circumstances. You need to
consider all three of these elements, with

one element—the act—being more

DISTINGUISHING

important than the
other two.

iving a
moral
life
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he intention of the person commit-
ting the act is also related to the
skill of distinguishing between
right and wrong. Go back to the story “Our
Daily Bread.” Everyone was performing a
good act by serving others, yet one of the
crew was serving with the intention of
having it look good on college applications.
Remember? Not the
same as the crew
member who served
with the intention of
helping out. Good inten-
tions can really help you

involves
the ability to tell
when some human
acts are wrong “no
matter what.”
When we believe that some action of ours
is wrong—no matter what, we are judging
the wrongness of the act regardless of our
personal intention or circumstances. This
judgment is referred to as objective moral
reasoning.

iving a moral life involves
allowing ourselves to submit to a
higher authority than ourselves,
namely, God and God's law. While we
believe God to be understanding and
compassionate, we also believe that God

has revealed to us that some behaviors are
objectively wrong—wrong no matter what.

esources for Ch

tell right from wrong—

but don't be fooled by

them. Some good inten-

tions can't justify an act

that is objectively
wrong. Helping a friend is a good intention,
but your intention—helping—can't justify
buying drugs for that person. (Remember
who did that in “Our Daily Bread"?)

he same may be said about the
circumstances that surround an act.
Sometimes the circumstances can
help you distinguish right from
wrong—for example, taking something that

belongs to someone else because you are
being forced to. Yet circumstances can’t
change the wrongful nature of some acts—
for example, having sex with someone you
aren’t married to, because the two of you

“love” each other. >
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DISTINGUISHING

continved

hen trying to tell the difference

between right and wrong, prac-

tice examining all three
elements—the act, the intention, and the
circumstances. These three “sources” of
morality will help you, but telling right from
wrong is still a tough thing to do. Keep the
virtues of prudence, justice, fortitude, temper-
ance, faith, hope, and charity in mind to
guide you.

earning how to tell whether an
action is good or evil is at the
heart of living a moral life and

being a person of conscience.

e all must have a moral code that

is shaped, in part, by the

nonnegotiable teachings of Jesus
and the Gospels. We must have a moral code
that also acknowledges that forgiveness is
available to each of us when we admit our
morally wrong choices, confess our sins, and
seek to reconcile ourselves with those we
have wronged.

WHATEVER IS TRUE, WHATEVER
IS HONORABLE, WHATEVER IS
JUST, WHATEVER IS PURE,
WHATEVER IS PLEASING,
WHATEVER IS COMMENDABLE,
IF THERE IS ANY EXCELLENCE
AND IF THERE IS ANYTHING
WORTHY OF PRAISE, THINK
ABOUT THESE THINGS.

PHILIPPIANS 4:8
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You are the last person to leave a party. As you rush to your
car to be home before curfew, two classmates who have been
drinking pull up. After hearing that the party is over, they
stumble back into the car, about to drive away.

You and everyone else on the team are working hard during
off-season practice, conditioning for next year’s football
season. Four teammates are bulking up with steroids. Two of
them will be vying for the same position you've been trying
to win for the last three years.

A person with a reputation for being sexually active wants to
go out with you. You have met this person in class and you
like this person as a friend.

None of your friends own a car, but you do. Your friends
expect you to take them places; however, they never offer to
pay for gas.

While waiting for class to begin, a classmate of yours
describes some serious problems, begins to cry, and briefly
mentions thoughts of “saying good-bye” to everyone.

A friend’s mother has some personal problems and your
friend keeps pressuring you for help. You don’t want to
alienate your friend, but you don't know what to do.

You've been helping a lady in your neighborhood pack
because she is moving. She promised you five dollars an
hour and you've worked ten hours. She pays you only thirty
dollars.
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PAYIN
ATTENTION

SEE: In order to see all

sides of a social issue,

you must notice how people in your

school or neighborhood are dealing

with the issue. You must also stay

current with national news 4
related to the issue. You must be Ac‘l'
aware of the teachings of the £
Church and be able to see issues

with eyes of faith, and relate them

to the values taught by Jesus. If you

limit your knowledge of an issue to

only those things that directly affect you
every day, you will not fully develop the skill
of Analyzing Society’s Values and Issues.

JUDGE: Don't judge an issue without knowing

the facts! In order to get facts, you need to

investigate—to ask questions of friends, family,

teachers, and others, and to gather information

about the people who are key participants in the
situation or suffer from it. You need to reflect on
such questions as, What do the Ten Commandments
say? What does Scripture say? What does the
Church teach about the issue?
Regarding capital punishment, the Church teaches:

Analyzing Society’s Values and Issues

Public authority must redress the
violation of personal and social
rights by imposing on the
offender an adequate punish-
ment for the crime, as a
condition for the offender to
regain the exercise of his or her
freedom. In this way authority
also fulfills the purpose of
defending public order and
ensuring people’s safety, while at
the same time offering the
offender an incentive and help.
to change his or her behaviour
and be rehabilitated. (Cf. ibid.)
Pope John Paul II,
The Gospel of Life,
March 25, 1995 (56)

After watching the video segment on social issues, practice Analyzing
Society’s Values and Issues through the process of “paying attention.”
Then select a topic—such as capital punishment, illegal
immigration, abortion, rating TV shows, teen curfew laws,
handgun control—and practice applying the process of
“paying attention” to the topic you selected.

You have to do your
homework before you can
judge an issue. If you don't, you'll be
acting out of ignorance and look like
a fool. And you'll treat others
unfairly. But remember, you have
to make a judgment. If you don't,
you are copping out. Don’t judge
people. God expects you to judge
the morality, the rightness or
wrongness, of the situation or issue.
So the key is this: Make an informed
judgment. Ask a question. Then ask
another one. Get an answer. Then get another one—
until you have the facts.

ACE: Do something—little thing, big thing, one-time
thing, regular thing. But do something. Make a call.
Write a letter. Apologize. Give a hug. Send flowers.
Spend time with . . . Speak out against . . . Stand up
for. .. Go out of your way to .. . After you see and
judge, do something.
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:ing TV Shows

Directions: This exercise will help you critique society’s values and issues by using
the “see” step in the process of “paying attention.” Watch a TV show and check the
appropriate box next to each item on the checklist below. (Check N/A if an item
was not portrayed at all on the show.)

@amo of Program w

Qm Network

. Does the program give a positive view of minority groups?

. Is the program free of age stereotypes? For example, does it portray
men and women only in traditional roles, young people as
irresponsible, children as rebellious, or elderly people as forgetful?

. Does the program separate fact from fantasy?

. Does the program promote nonviolent conflict-resolution skills?

. Does the program reflect gospel values?

. Are positive things given the same importance as negative or
violent ones?

. Are the attributes and qualities attributed to women limited to beauty?

. Are women shown at jobs other than those that merely support men?

. Are fathers shown raising or spending time with children?

. Do male and female characters respect each other?

. Are virtues such as trustworthiness, honesty, respect, responsibility,
and fairness treated as valuable?

. Is affection demonstrated appropriately?




The Bag Lady

by Jamie Beakes, |6

A pale, pale shat of waonlight
Rilters Hhvough Hhe Aavk,
hovving Sor ot woment’s Hime
Ybesieath a freeway avc.

Huddled near a pillaw,

by & quickly Awindling Hame,

theve lies am ancient woman

shiviving against Hhe vain.

Her swawthy skin's like leather;

her silver hair is fine.

Her face, alevt yet weay,

is spoilt by signs of time,

The broad hauds, wovn ana
weathered,

clutch Hht a wassive sack,

which halds o life’s possessions

toload upon her back.

This burden great and heavy
is not worldly, Fhoug, | feav.

It's oppression amd sad mewories
of days she held so deav.

Now Aays ave 2ull of sorvow

with love amd cave from o one.

Her only riends the pigeons,

Lo together they are shuwmed.

“The worry and depression

shall suvely build imside.

The begging and stawvation

will suvely swother pride.

Yet; skill, each day she vises.

with her load upen hev. back

Fo face the new Aay's waiting
gloom

and walk like's lonely track.

He Pleaded Insanity
by Bavbara Hilkon, 1¢

It causes i +6 langh outloud

Lov no veason at all,

I gives Wim thoughts of torkuve,

+a0 intense for cthiers o imagine.

It causes hiw to be full of unprovoked vage,
endugh +o kil

I wakes Wim cautious of getFing oo close,
Yecause the secvet cannct be vevealed.

Eyes coveved with ved veius,

like & conbusing voad wa.

Halr colled and aut of place;

lkke broken springs of an amcient wattvess.
An umeasy grin,

asi® he is.a Hger veady to pornce:
Alsays schewing and plotting,

Bor sure it is is Aestiny.

He ks wo opions;

he has wo peace.

The Morning After
by Melody Thurman, |7

r Y o )-r/
J The waves lapping upon
llonmmv-J

by Mak Hervon, 17

Heve, wow,
we hand ourselves
over to another day of
endless Brunstrations and
whatever is left of everything,
We give ouvselves o the street:
My friend
you kinow I'm wnbaithful i practice
a great judge of
everyone else’s chavacter . . .
except wy own.
And each feeling Hhat stuwbles
acvoss your heart;
is Pelt-in wiine as well,

In the wuwmevous Himes Hhat you have fought me

wrought me,
Hhey give me
one wmove reassuranwce

Hhat you dow't wean the Hhings you say.

We have this life
owe road
the sun blow-torched on our faces
and Hme.
Cam we call it fovever?

the shove—
The suvise glisteving over
each wave—
Atewivle pain vips Hhraugh
wy head.
b, my bratiw, wil it explode?
What happened last wight?

| Where was | wow?

Think. Think. Think.
A pavty—

The blaving wusic—
Some Avinks—

| Those guys—

My head pounding—
Friends wewnt off—
Move dAvinks—

Move guys—

I wars wild,

I was Puw o Fivst;
But thew,

No!

The “warlk” on Hhe beack—

The vidlating—

The commands—

So vough—

So cruel—

Scveams tuvough wy head—

1 wats all alone with these
awimals.

Wheve weve iy friends?

wheve hod they gone?
why had they left me?
Where was | wow?

What had Hhey done?

The questions—
The pain—
The fear—

Lo all alowe.

My wother—

My Pather—

1lowged +o go home—
Awary Brom Hhis beach—
Awary Brom s pain.

They stole from we
What | can wok gek back.
Ripped £vom my heart
What was precious,

That | was withholding

For Hhaat someome | will love.

Shripped of wy vights—

My Aiguity—

And y confidence.

1 lie heve o Hhis Aeserted
beach.

he;

My patin,

Ak the worming after,




tudents are still writing racist
S comments in their yearbook quotes.
There are still bus fights between black
students and white students. Not only does |
racism still exist, but it’s prevalent in the citi- |
zens of this country not even born when
Martin Luther King, Jr. made his famous
speech in Washington, D.C.
It's not a black thing. Not a white thing. Not a
Hispanic thing, or a Chinese thing. It's a hate ‘
thing.

Aaron Wallace, a Caucasian senior, sees
racism all over his school. “I see all kinds of
racism. I see a white kid talk bad about a
black kid. A black kid talks bad about a white
kid. Even black kids talk bad about another
black kid, or white kids talk about white kids.
Most everybody, in one way or another, is
racist. It's endless,” he says.
So it is comments that bother students the
most, but it isn't comments that appear on the
cover of the newspaper

Racism isn't so much
using derogatory terms
or physically attacking
someone because of the
way he or she looks. It
isn't the fear of another
riot that keeps students
awake at night and
distracted in class. Any
student can tell you it
doesn't take that much.

“People say racist things
like, ‘All you black
people do this,'” says
Vic Bryant, an African
American and a junior.
“Black people do it, too.
They might say, ‘White

Reading,
-itin'gl :

BY CARRIE BETH LASLEY, 17

and on the six o'clock
newscast. It's the events,
the fights. It can give
students a bad reputa-
tion, but as Vic says,
“There are certain

| people who try to get
everyone riled up.” Vic
can tell that these
people are usually
pinned with a reputa-
tion among students.
Racism affects students’
performances.
Comments take their
toll on students,
including Aaron, who
simplified the problem:

people aren’t as good at
sports as blacks."”

Jamie Melendez will assure you that it isn't
just a black/white issue anymore. An immi-
grant from El Salvador, she came to the U.S.
knowing very little English, which hindered
her abilities to stand up for herself. Jamie now
speaks more fluent English than a good |
number of natives. This, coupled with a few
years for her peers to grow up and a change to
the Catholic school system, has made racism
more of a memory from her youth than a
current reality. She can recall kids talking
about ““All you Hispanics . . . and sometimes
it was just me, or not me at all,” Jamie says.
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“If you can’t concentrate
100 percent on what

| you're studying, you'll have trouble learning.”

Racism is a problem. No amendment to the
Constitution can make it disappear, and it
seems that thirty years of equality may have
only amounted to equal racism. Racism isn't
going to go away because of someone’s
speech, and probably not because of one

| article, either. What miracle could make it

disappear?
“All the students need to open their minds,”

| Aaron says. “If you're closed-minded under

any circumstances, you're going to be hateful.

| That's what racism is.”

15
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