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CHAPTER PLANNING GUIDE

LESSON OBJECTIVES OPENING & CLOSING 
ACTIVITIES GUIDED EXERCISES HOMEWORK

Introductory 
Lesson

Learning Experience
o	 Course goals and instructional procedures

Reading
o	 Chapter 1 through 

God in Search of 
Man (pp. 2– 6)

God and Man 
in Search of 
Each Other 
(pp. 2– 6)

Learning Experience
o	 The difficulties 

in knowing 
about God and 
knowing him as 
a Person

o	 How God 
overcomes 
man’s 
difficulties to 
know him

Anticipatory Set
o	 Class Discussion: 

St. Columbanus and 
de Caussade on 
knowing the nature 
of God (p. 3)

Closure
o	 Write about knowing 

God as a Person 
(p. 6)

Alternative Assessment
o	 Write about God’s 

personal Revelation 
(p. 6)

Partner Activity
o	 The inner nature of 

God (p. 2)
o	 Philosophical 

argument for God’s 
existence (p. 4)

Focused Reading
o	 The Persons of the 

Blessed Trinity in 
the work of salvation 
(p. 3)

Think / Pair / Share
o	 Saber and conocer a 

person (p. 5)

Textbook
o	 Study Questions 1, 5 

(p. 37)
o	 Practical 

Exercises 1– 2 (p. 38)
Workbook
o	 Questions 1– 12
Reading
o	 Where Can God Be 

Found? (pp. 7– 8)
o	 Reasoning God’s 

Existence (pp. 8– 11)
o	 Sidebar: Not Such a 

“Dumb Ox” After All 
(p. 9)

o	 Sidebar: Seeing God 
Face to Face (p. 11)

Natural Faith 
and Natural 
Knowledge 
of God 
(pp. 7– 11)

Learning Experience
o	 Natural faith
o	 Natural 

knowledge of God

Anticipatory Set
o	 Brainstorm what 

students believe to 
be true but do not 
know to be true 
(p. 7)

Closure
o	 Write about one 

argument for God’s 
existence (p. 11)

Alternative Assessment
o	 Write about 

St. Augustine’s 
statement (p. 11)

Think / Pair / Share
o	 Natural and 

supernatural faith 
(p. 8)

o	 The “dumb ox” (p. 9)
Graphic Organizer
o	 Three arguments 

for God’s existence 
(p. 10)

Free Write
o	 The vision of God 

(p. 11)

Textbook
o	 Study Questions 2– 4 

(p. 37)
o	 Practical 

Exercises 3– 4 (p. 38)
Workbook
o	 Questions 13– 20
Reading
o	 Revelation 

(pp. 12– 13)
o	 An Encounter 

with Jesus Christ 
(pp. 13– 18)

o	 Sidebar: Christ 
Is Present in the 
Liturgy (p. 15)

o	 Sidebar: St. Jerome, 
the Passionate 
Scholar (p. 16)

1a  Faith and Revelation

BTR-TM.indb   2 11/19/2009   10:16:37 AM

Cop
yri

gh
t (c

) M
idw

es
t T

he
olo

gic
al 

Foru
m 

    
    

More
 In

for
mati

on
 A

va
ila

ble
 at

 

    
    

  w
ww.th

eo
log

ica
lfo

rum
.or

g



2  Faith and Revelation

Introductory Lesson
(for first day of class)

INSTRUCTION
o	Give each student a syllabus for 

the course and review it with 
them. This should include the 
overall goals for the course and 
the breakdown of the content 
by semester, quarter, and week 
of instruction. It should include 
major projects and tests.

o	Explain how the lessons of this 
text will be taught. Explain 
to the students the cycle of 
instructional lessons, review 
lesson, and test day.

o	Give each student an 
instructional policy for this 
class and go over it with the 
students. The instructional 
policies are your classroom 
behavior and academic policies, 
including policies for late 
work, missing work, academic 
honesty, neatness, and so on.

o	Pass out student texts and 
Bibles, and any other materials 
you are providing.

o	 If you wish students to 
read ahead, present the 
Objectives of tomorrow’s first 
instructional lesson, and let 
them begin the Homework 
Assignment if any time 
remains.

HOMEWORK 
ASSIGNMENT
o	Read through “God in Search 

of Man” (pp. 2– 6) GUIDED EXERCISE
Have each student work with a partner to “unpack” the opening sentence of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church in terms of what it says about the inner nature of God, 
God’s motivation for creating human beings, and man’s final end.

o	God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer goodness freely created 
man to make him share in his own blessed life.

•	God is absolutely perfect and happy in his own nature.
•	God freely created people, motivated only by his own goodness.
•	God destines man to share his own divine life.
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Faith and Revelation  3 

God and Man 
in Search of 
Each Other

(pp. 2– 6)

LESSON OBJECTIVES
o	The difficulties in knowing 

about God and knowing him as 
a Person

o	How God overcomes people’s 
difficulties to know him

BASIC QUESTIONS
o	Why is it difficult both to know 

about God and to know God 
personally?

o	How are we able to know God?

KEY IDEAS
o	 It is difficult to know God’s 

attributes because his essence 
infinitely exceeds human 
intellectual capacity, and it 
is difficult to know God as a 
Person because we cannot 
encounter him with our senses.

o	God has searched out each 
person, offering knowledge 
about him and friendship with 
him prior to his or her advance 
toward him.

ANTICIPATORY SET
Lead a class discussion 
to compare the texts from 
St. Columbanus and de Caussade 
on what each says about the 
respective abilities of faith and 
reason to know the nature of God.

GUIDED EXERCISE
Have each student complete a focused reading of the paragraph “The commandments 
were . . .” (p. 2) using the following question:

o	How is each of the three Persons of the Blessed Trinity evident in the plan of salvation?

God the Father revealed the commandments and promised to send a savior. God the Son 
is the Savior who taught the Ten Commandments are based on the Great Commandment 
of love and who redeemed man by his Passion, Death, and Resurrection. After his 
Ascension, the Son sent God the Holy Spirit to establish and to safeguard the Church and 
her members.
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4  Faith and Revelation

GUIDED EXERCISE
Have each student work with a 
partner to develop a philosophical 
argument for the existence of God 
based on the sidebar “The Human 
Desire to Know God” (p. 4).

•	Every natural human desire is 
directed to a good. For example, 
hunger and thirst are directed to 
the health of the body.
•	Every natural human desire can 
be fulfilled. For example, food and 
water fulfill hunger and thirst.
•	Human culture and history point 
to a universal desire for God. 
Why would people have a desire 
that cannot be fulfilled either in 
this life or in another life?

FOCUS QUESTIONS
o	Why is it difficult to know 

about God?
Human intellects cannot grasp 
the ideas we have about him 
adequately. As St. Thomas 
Aquinas said, “Since our 
intellect does not adequately 
grasp the divine essence in any 
of the conceptions which the 
names applied to God signify, 
the definitions of these terms 
cannot fully define what is in 
God.”

o	Give an example of an idea 
people have about God that 
does not fully define God.
God is immortal, which means 
he cannot die. This does not 
fully explain the nature of God’s 
life.

o	Why is it difficult to know 
God personally?
He is unknowable by the human 
senses since he is pure spirit.

o	How does the text 
explain St. Columbanus’s 
explanation of the 
knowledge of God?
Intellectual knowledge of God 
is not enough.

FOCUS QUESTIONS
o	What freedom does God give to man?

He gives the freedom to know, love, and serve him or to reject him.

o	How did Adam and Eve exercise their freedom?
They chose disobedience over obedience and severed their relationship with God.

o	How is Original Sin evident in the life of each person, even today?
It is evident in the tendency to sin, weakened will and intellect, sickness, pain, and 
death.

o	How are the Ten Commandments an act of mercy?
They provide a blueprint for correct moral choices; by them people can more easily know 
God’s will and differentiate good from evil actions.
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