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Chapter 2: Introduction
to Sacred Scripture

Introduction

Chapter 1 helped the students understand that God’s love for us
is so great that he continually acts on our behalf, establishes and

istently deepens his ionship with us, and openly reveals
himselfto us in the Words of the Scripture and the coming of Jesus,
the Word made flesh. The Constitution on Divine Revelation (n.
21) puts it this way: “In the sacred books (Scripture) the Father
who is in heaven comes lovingly to meet his children, and talks
with them.” This chapter invites the students to join wholeheart-
edly in that divinely initiated conversation.

After learning how to navigate their way through the
Scripture, the students spend some time learning that the words
of Scripture have God as their author. However, they also
have human authors. Thus, the Scriptures are writings of faith.
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, the human authors passed on God’s
self-revelation. To do so, they employed normal human modes
of communication. Thus, as with any form of written word, the
students discover that we must learn to interpret the Scriptures
properly in order to understand them fully.

The students begin by investigating the criteria for interpret-
ing what God wanted to communicate in the Scripture: examining
the content and unity of Scripture (God’s overall purpose in com-
municating with us); reading Scripture within Church Tradition
(that is, with the guidance of the Church); and paying attention
to the “analogy of faith,” which means understanding that the
Scriptures do not contradict themselves. The students learn about
inerrancy of the Scripture and then distinguish between a “liter-
alist” and a “literal” reading of the Scripture. They discover that
the latter recognizes that the Bible might contain errors when it
comes to historical or scientific data, but not when it comes to
matters of faith or spiritual teaching.

The chapter then directs attention to the human authors. The
students recognize that the various biblical writers employed a va-
riety of writing styles to get God’s message across: poetry, allegory,
history, exhortation, stories, love songs, genealogies, and so forth,
and then begin to appreciate these various forms and to learn to
distinguish among them. The students then discover the languages
in which the Bible was originally written and later translated. They
even sample different translations of the Bible. The students go on
to spend time studying the roles of historical, source, form, and re-
daction criticism in helping them understand the different books of
the Bible. Throughout the chapter, the students learn and practice
ways of praying with the Scripture.

Asteacherand catechist, your task here is not that of Scripture
scholar or exegete. You need not be an expert to lead the students
down Scripture’s path. You do, however, need to be a person
who reads the Scripture, a person who seeks to find God’s Word
speaking to you right here, right now. You need to be able to an-
swer—at least for yourself—the question, “Why study Scripture
at all?” Perhaps there has never been a better answer than that of-
fered by John Henry Newton, Jr., the Anglican clergyman, former
slave ship captain, and author of the hymn “Amazing Grace.”
Newton wrote:

Though troubles assail us and dangers affright,
Though friends should all fail, And foes unite;
Yet one thing assures, Whatever betide,

The Scripture assures us, The Lord will provide.

That is quite an assurance. It’s worth holding on to. Worth
passing on. Do both.

Advance Preparations
For Lesson 1

* Bibles

« Have a number of maps, travel books, or guidebooks avail-
able for the students to peruse.

« Drawing paper and markers

o Chapter Objectives

To help the students:
« practice locating and reading Bible references.

« understand what is meant by the inerrancy of the Bible.

» investigate the spiritual senses of Scripture.
* learn how to read the Bible prayerfully.

* recognize that Scripture is the Word of God given through the Spirit-guided words of human authors.

« discover how we are to interpret the Scripture in the light of the Holy Spirit.
« understand that recognizing literary genres can help in our understanding of the Scripture.

« begin to understand the function of historical, form, and redaction criticism in interpreting biblical sources.
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*+ Make copies of Chapter 2 Handout 1, “Salvation History in a
Nutshell” and Chapter 2 Handout 2, “Words of God or Words
of Men?”

« Copy of the Catechism of the Catholic Church (optional)

For Lesson 2
* Bibles
+ Copy of Chapter 1 Handout 6, “Where Our Story Comes

+ Make copies of Chapter 2 Handout 3, “Biblical Bon Mots”
and Chapter 2 Handout 4, “Interpreting Scripture Means . . .”

For Lesson 3
* Bibles

« Make copies of Chapter 2 Handout 5, “Making SENSE of
Scripture” and copies of Chapter 2 Handout 6, “History,
Science and the Bible.”

« Copy of the Catechism of the Catholic Church (optional)

For Lesson 4
* Bibles

« Carefully read through the lesson plan and decide if you want
to break up the material and present it over two or more class
periods.

Have available copies of different Protestant and Catholic
Bible translations as mentioned in the features “Protestant
Translations of the Bible” and “Catholic Translations of the
Bible” on page 36. (Note: Most of the Bibles mentioned in
the text may be found online, for example at www.bibles.
net. Therefore, try to provide the students access to Internet-
capable computers.)

A copy of a Breviary (optional)

Make copies of Chapter 2 Handout 7, “The Liturgy of the
Hours” and Chapter 2 Handout 8, “tugh (‘Hurry Up’) and
Translate.”

Arrange for a priest to visit the class, speak about praying the
Breviary, and lead the students in an actual prayer experience
of the Liturgy of the Hours (optional).

Consider showing one of the videos mentioned in the lesson’s
“For Enrichment” feature on page 56 of this text.

For Lesson 5
* Bibles

« Make copies of Chapter 2 Handout 9, “When It Comes to the
Bible, Everyone’s a Critic! or The CSIs of the Bible.”

For the Chapter 2 Review Lesson
* Bibles
A computer capable of showing a PowerPoint presentation

« Have a candle and matches available.

For the Chapter 2 Test Lesson

+ Copies of the Chapter 2 Test (starting on page 291 and also
online at www.avemariapress.com)

Chapter 2 Handouts

+ Handout 1, Salvation History in a Nutshell—The students re-
view the history of God’s saving acts on our behalf (Salvation
History).

Handout 2, Words of God or Words of Men?—The students
read a fable about how the Scriptures are words of God and
words of human beings.

Handout 3, Biblical Bon Mots—The students discover and
look up the biblical origins of familiar axioms.

Handout 4, Interpreting Scripture Means . . .—The students
discover the “how-tos” of Scripture interpretation and then
COMPOSE a prayer.

Handout 5, Making SENSE of Scripture—The students inves-
tigate the literal and spiritual senses of Scripture.

Handout 6, History, Science, and the Bible—The students
read historical reports about Jesus and consider the relation-
ship between science and Scripture.

Handout 7, The Liturgy of the Hours—The students discover
the structure of the Liturgy of the Hours and pray together.
Handout 8, tugh (“Hurry Up”) and Translate—The students
try their hand at “translating” a Bible passage.

Handout 9, When It Comes to the Bible, Everyone’s a Critic!
or The CSIs of the Bible—The students discover the mean-
ing and process of historical, source, form, and redaction
criticism.
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Chapter 2: Introduction to
Sacred Scripture—Lesson 1

Bell Ringers

* Review the previous chapter by distributing copies of
the corrected Chapter 1 Test. Briefly go through the
answers with the class. Then continue the review by
asking questions like the following:

© What term do we use to refer to God’s action on
our behalf? (Salvation History)

© What do we call God’s self-communication to
us? (Divine Revelation)

o What do we call the written record of God’s self-
communication “handed on” to us by the Church?
(Sacred Scripture)

Distribute copies of Handout 1, “Salvation History in
a Nutshell.” Call on volunteers to read aloud this se-
lection from Eucharistic Prayer IV. See if the students
can point out how this wonderful thanksgiving prayer
stresses the highlights of the history of our Salvation—
God’s loving: creation; promise of redemption;
covenants; sending of the prophets; and the gift of
Jesus, the fullness of revelation, God in the flesh.

Go on to write the words “Sacred Scripture” and
“Bible” on the board. Ask what each word means:
“sacred” = holy; “scripture” = writing; “bible” =
books. Tell the students that in Chapter 2 they will be-
gin taking a much closer look at God’s self-revelation
in the Bible.

Teaching Approaches
The Game of Life (pages 26-27)

* Introduce this chapter by reminding the students that
in Chapter 1 they discovered that, as human beings,
we search for a happiness that is satisfied only in and

26 Jesus Christ: God's Revelation to the World

The Game of Life

Baron de Coubertin, a key founder of the mod-
em Olympic games, borrowed the words for the
Olympic moto from Fr. Heari Martin Dideon,

Fr. Dideon used the moto fo describe the athltic
achievements of the students at his school. Couber-

© How to Locate and Read
Bible References

Atypical Bible reference looks like this: Jn 1:1-18,

Follow these steps to locate and read the passage:

L. I is an abbreviated ftle of the book, i this
case the Gospel of John. (Common abbrevia-
tions for the books of the Bible can be found
in your own Bible or on page 266)

tin thought these be appropriate
to describe the world's greatest athletes. The Olym-
pic creed also reads:

the verse number follows the colon (). In this
example, we should look at chapter | of the

Gospel of John, verses L-18.

The most important thing in the Olympic
2y 7 i ‘The hyphen (-) indicates several chapters or

Games s not to win but o take part, just a5

umph but the struggle. The essential thing . 13 (O s 1

is mot to have conquered bu to have fought

well + Ex32:1-5 (Exodus, chapter 32, verses |

The Olympic motto and creed are through 5, inclusive)

olon ;) separates two distinet refer-
‘comma () separates two verses in the
pler: Study these two examples:

+ Lk 6:12-16; 7:18-23 (Luke, chapter 6,
verses 12 through 16 and Luke, chapter 7,
verses 18 through 23)

© 1591, 3,8 (lsaih, chapter 9, verses 1,3,

words 1o the passage from the Book of Isaiah that
opens this chapter. The source of our strength i the
‘good God who will never let us down. He willal-
ways carry us through the tough times. The goals
are similar: We paricipate in the joumey of lfe,
hoping 10 be all that God intends for us, the best
pedplewysibe I see something like ths: Prv
ans the following verse; 7
means a indeterminate number of subsequent
verses. Thus, Prv 6:6/ means Proverbs, chap-
ter 6, verses 6 and 7, while Prv 6:67. means

Proverbs, chapter 6, verse 6 and several verses

that follow.

Wit in your journal the full citations for the
following biblical passages. Follow the format of
the examples given above.

.+ PsRIS0
 Pes850:145

Lesson 1 Objectives
The students will:
review Chapter 1.
appreciate that the Scriptures are like a roadmap for life’s journey.

recognize that the Scriptures were written by human authors
inspired by God.
realize that the Bible is the inerrant Word of God.

Q Lesson 1 Overview

This chapter focuses on the Bible as the written record of God’s self-communication to us. It helps the students discover how the
Bible, written by human beings under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, is both words men wrote and the inerrant Word of God.

QExtending the Lesson

marizing what they discover.

In addition to the quotation from Dei Verbum and the two quotations from the Catechism of the Catholic Church found on
Handout 2, ask the students to look up and read numbers 107, 113, and 120 in the Catechism and then write a paragraph sum-




o L2 228307
o Is40:12-41:4; 651177
* 1 Cor 10:1-13; 12:1-13:13

) For Reflection

+ What one area of your lfe best fts the
Olympic creed? Explain.

+ Reread Isaiah 40:28-31. When was a time
when the Lord carried you to greater
heights?

The Bible Is the
Inspired Word of God

“The Bible is the written ecord of God's Revelation.

God comes 10 us through this collection of writ-

ings. “Through all the words of Sacred Scripture,
Ward, i
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book. For it o remain so, we must call on Christ
through the Holy Spirit. o open our own minds to
its Good News.

What Is Inspiration?

We use the words “inspired” and “inspirational”
in common specch. For example, you might have
read a story about how a tecnager overcame can-
cer Her fith,courage, and the support ofher famly
and friends inspied bet through her battle. Or say
 classmate gave o paticulaly good talk in bis bid
1o run for class office. You told him his talk was
inspirational,” hat s, it aroused confidence in you
thathe would be a grea class epresenlatie.

When we say that God inspired hesacred wrters
of the Bible, we are using the term a bit more tech-
nically. Used i this scnse, it means tha God s the
author of the Bible; he usd the human authorsas his
insrument to convey Divine Revelation o us. Jus
a5 you use a ballpoint pen or a pencil 1o take class
notes, so God usedthe human authorsas instruments

in whom he expresses himself compitely” (CCC,
102). The Bible s a great source of strength to help
us live “Swifer, Higher, and Stronger.”

Because Sacred Seripture is the Word of God,
he Church teaches that
« God s the author of the Bible,
« the Holy Spirit inspired the writers o the sa-

books, and

+ the Sacred Scriptures teach the truth

Furthermore, i the Bible is to mean something
for our daily lives, we need the Holy Spirit 1o en-
lighten our minds 10 understand and apply his holy
word 10 ourlives.

Afer Jesus rose from the dead, he appeared to
the disciples in Jerusalem, The Gospel of Luke re-
‘ports that “he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures” (LK 24:45). The Bible is not a religion
textbook that we study from as if we were leamning
world history, geography or languages. It s a living

to commit necessary
for our Salvation, and o do so without eror.

Take this analogy another step: When you take
notes in class, you are the author of the notes that
end up in your notebook. The pen or the pencil is
the instrument you use o get the notes down on pa-
per. Each instrument hasits own characteristics (for
example,black ink for your pen or erasable lead for
‘your pencil), butthe notesthat result from either the
pen or the pencil will be the same. You are the au-
thor of them, even though the writing will ook dif-
ferent depending on the instrument you used:

the human authors of the books of the
Bible as his instruments to reveal the truths of our
Salvation, Under the influence of the Holy Spirit,the
human authors drew on their own background, edu-
cation, kil and talent a5 witers, vocabulary, and so
forth o wite what God intended for people fo knov.
God respected the freedom of the human wriers, but
inevery case, the Holy Spirit guided the author n the
ruth. The end product i the inerant Word of God:

by God. Thus, our lives are like a journey home to
God.

Invite the students to recall a family trip or journey
they have taken, for example, a vacation or a visit to
arelative. Use questions like the following to discuss
what preparations they went through to prepare for the
journey and to sustain them along the way:

© What do we need when we begin a journey?

o How will we know which way to go? What to
do? What to see?

© Who or what might serve as a guide on the way?
o Who will act as our host at the journey’s end?

Distribute the maps and travel guidebooks you
brought to class. Have the students look them over.
Ask them why materials like these might be helpful
when planning a journey.

Distribute drawing paper and markers. Have the stu-
dents create a “turn-by-turn” map (similar to those on
MapQuest or Google Maps) leading from their home
to a destination to which they have recently traveled.
Encourage them to include road marks, places/things
of interest, and other stops along the way. Afterward,
have the students share journeys with a partner or in
small groups or as an entire class.

Sum up by pointing out how a clear map or a good
travelogue helps travelers lay out the stages of a jour-
ney, remain true to their bearings, avoid getting turned
around or lost, enjoy themselves along the way, and
arrive safely at their destination.

Homework

1. Have the students turn to Ongoing Assignments on pages 43-44. Explain that they are to choose any three of the listed assign-
‘ments to complete prior to the conclusion of this chapter. Tell them that assignments are due on the day they gather to review the
chapter. (Note: Consider weighing grading the students’ work on each of the assignments based on degree of difficulty. In any

case, encourage the students to start work on the assignment ASAP.)

. Have the students read “How to Read the Bible” (pages 28-32) in preparation for their next lesson.

. Tell the students to turn ahead in their text to the feature, “Literary Forms,” on pages 30-32. Assign at least one of the listed literary
forms to each student. Tell the students that, as part of their homework, they are to: (1) find a nonbiblical example of their assigned
literary form to bring to their next class; and (2) look up the biblical example given in the text and be prepared to report on it.

For Review Answers (page 28)

1. God, the author of the Bible, used human authors to convey his revelation to us.
2. The Bible teaches without error the truth that God wants us to know.
3. The Church (Magisterium) has the final authority to interpret what the Bible means.
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Call attention to the word “Bible” on the board.
Explain that the Bible is our “map,” our “guidebook.”
Like any guidebook to a new and wondrous destina-
tion, the Bible draws our attention to issues of interest
and details of delight. More that that, it welcomes us
to a community of faith and makes us curious enough
to know more, discover more, and continue faithfully
on our journey.

Finally, have the students turn to the biblical passage
from the Book of Isaiah on page 25 of the text. Call
on a volunteer to read it aloud. Point out how the pas-
sage assures us of God’s continued aid and guidance
on our life’s journey.

Make sure every student has a copy of the Bible. Go
through the steps of the activity “How to Locate and
Read Bible References” (page 26) with the class.
Allow time for the students to look up and write out
the five biblical passages to which the activity refers.
Afterward, call on different students to read the pas-
sages aloud. Have the class check for correctness. If
you wish, give the students more practice by having
them find and record other passages of your choosing.

The Bible Is the Inspired Word of God
(pages 27-28)

* Have the students turn to For Reflection on page 28.
Give the students 1015 minutes to write their re-
sponses to the four questions. Ask the students to find
a partner and then share responses. Have partners re-
port to the class on their partner’s responses.

« Distribute copies of Handout 2, “Words of God or
Words of Men?” Use the material on the handout to
help the students begin to comprehend the Church’s
understanding of biblical inspiration. Call on two
volunteers to read aloud the quotations from the
Catechism of the Catholic Church. Ask the students
whether they think the Scriptures are authored by God
or by humans. To help answer that question, go on to

o Lesson 2 Objectives

28 Jesus Christ: God's Revelation to the World

The inspired books teach the truth, “Since
therefore al tha the inspired authors or sa-
ered writers affirm should be regarded s
affimed by the Holy Spirit, we must ac-
knowledge thatthe books of Seripure firm-
Iy, fithfully, and without error teach that
truth which God, for the sake of our Salva-
tion, wished 1o see confided 10 the Sacred.
Seriptures” (Dogmatic Constiution on Di-
vine Revelation, No. 11; CCC, 107).

© For Review
1. Howis the Bible the inspired Word of God?
2. How s the Bible inspired?

3. Why should we accept the Bible as
inerrant?

) For Reflection

- Write your own defiiton of nsprational.

+ What s the most fnspiratonal book
you've ever read? Why?

+ What kind of music fnspires you? Explain.
+ Who s the most inspirationa persan you
know? What qualites coes this person
possess? How would you ke to be like

this person?

How to Read the Bible
The pupose of ntcrrein he Bibe i 0 discover

what God wanted the biblical authors 1o reveal for
the benefitof our Salvation. Because God speaks to

To discover the human authors" ntentions re-
quires diligence. It requires leaning how the his-
tory of their time and culture influcnced them. It
also means studying their language and how they
used it to express themselves. A major factor in
getting at the authors’ intention is to ideaify the
Titerary form or gere of their writing. (See below
for various types of lterary forms.)
Inadd

pay attention (0 what the human authors wished to
say and to what God wanted to reveal through their
words.

inspired it
“mustbe read and interpretedinthelight of the same.
Spirit by whom it was written” (Dogmatic Con-
evelation, 12 §3; CCC, 111).

in Council taugh three ways for

The students will:

« review how to locate and read Bible references.

understand that in order to interpret Scripture correctly we
need to pay attention to both what the human author wanted to
say and what God wanted to convey.

discover three criteria for interpreting what God wanted to

have the students read the fantasy, “Whose Story Is communicate in the Scripture.

1t?” Discuss the story. Ask: appreciate the danger in using the Bible as a proof text.

o Why did the angel insist the story was God’s? recognize how prayer puts our reading of Scripture in the con-

o Why did the scribe insist that the story belonged text of a relationship with God.

to him?

o Why do you think God agreed with them both?
(While God is, indeed, the author of Scripture, in
his desire to communicate with us, God did not
impose himself as an author against the free will
of the human writer:)

write a prayer together.
discover the Lectio Divina.

understand the difference between a literal and a literalist in-
terpretation of Scripture.




interpretng Seripture in accordance with the Holy
Spirit who inspired it.

Firs, note the content and uniy of the whole
Seripture. Even though the various books may be
differen, Jesus Chis isthe Word of God,the center
and heart of Sacred Seripture. The Old Testament
prefigures him and illuminates the New Testa-
ment. The enire Bible must be read in light of the
Death and R £ larly, b
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Church. Christ left the authority 1o interpret Sa-
cred Seripture with the Magisterium, which is the
Pope and the bishops united with him. Just a the
Holy Spirtenlightened Church leaders t recognize.
which ancient books were inspired, o he guides the
Magisterium to help us understand the meaning of
God's Word and how to apply it to our daily lves.
Without the help of the Magisterium our personal

the Old Testament retains its own value as Divine
Revelator, the New Testament must be read and
understood i light of the Old Testament. As St Au-
gustine put it, “The New Testament li hidden in
the Old, and the Old Testamen is unveiled in the
New" (quoted in CCC, 129),

Second, “read the Scripture within ‘the living
“Tradition of the whole Church™ (CCC, 113). Re-
call that Sacred Seripture is one of twa parts of
single Deposit of Faith. The other part is Sacred
Tradition. God gave Sacred Seripture 10 the whole
Church. Therefore, to interprt the Bible properly,
we should read it within the living Tradition of the

“Third, pay attention 1o the “analogy of faith."
“The analogy of fath s the unity “of the ruths of the
faith among themselves and within the whole plan
of Revelation” (CCC, 114), Simply put,this means
thattrths revealed in Sacred Seripture cannot con-
radict cach other. God's revealed trths make sense,
one with the other. Therefore,in explaiing wht the
Bible means, it should be done in such a way that it
i in harmony with all of God's Revelation, includ-
ing the teaching of the Magisterium.

Afterward, summarize the material in this text section,
by having the students respond to the For Review
questions on page 28 (answers on page 45).

Point out the feature, Explaining the Faith, on page
31. Tell the students that because we are interested in
our own history—where we’ve come from, where we
are, where we’re heading—we naturally want our his-
tory to be part of Salvation History. We want our story
to be part of the timeless story of God’s unbounded
love for us.

Chapter 2: Introduction to
Sacred Scripture—Lesson 2

Bell Ringers

* Reteach. Display a copy of Chapter 1 Handout 6,
“Where Our Story Comes From.” Use the diagram to
remind the students that on the one road of God’s rev-
elation to us, there are two lanes (Sacred Tradition and
Sacred Scripture) and one guide (Magisterium). Note,
however, that it is impossible to simply put these three
in a hierarchical structure to determine their order of
authority, for they are intrinsically related.

Even so, point out to the students that, in this three-
part structure, it is the words of Sacred Scripture that
the Church recognizes as truly being God's words.
Such direct divine inspiration is not the case of
Tradition or the Magisterium. Thus, Sacred Scripture
holds a certain primacy. However, that primacy must

Lesson 2 Overview

This lesson introduces the Catholic understanding of Scriptural
interpretation. The students learn the dual focus of interpretation
as well as the crucial criteria necessary for interpreting God’s
self-revelation in the Scripture. Since these points are core to un-
derstanding biblical interpretation, plan on taking some extra time
with this lesson, perhaps extending it over a couple class periods.
Be sure to encourage and allow time for the students’ questions.

not lead us to adopt a “Scripture Alone™ attitude (as
do some Fundamentalist Christians). Rather, it should
simply foster in us a reverence for Scripture as God’s
revelation in God's own words.

Go on to review the students’ abilities to locate

and read Bible references by distributing copies of
Handout 3, “Biblical Bon Mots.” Read the directions
aloud and have the students use their Bibles to com-
plete the matching activity. Afterward, check answers
(see page 48). Emphasize that these sayings are but

a few of the many familiar axioms that have come
down to us from Sacred Scripture.

Homework

Teaching Approaches

How to Read the Bible (pages 28-32)

« Distribute copies of Handout 4, “Interpreting
Scripture Means . . .” Have the students follow the

outline on the handout and take notes as you present
the information in this section of text.

1. Have the students write out their responses to the For Review
questions on page 32.

2. Read “How to Understand the Bible” (pages 32-34) in preparation
for the next lesson.

3. Remind the students to continue working on their chosen Ongoing
Assignments (pages 43-44).
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* What the human author wanted to say. Tell the stu-
dents that just as we pay attention to all the clues we 30 Jesiss Christ: God's Revelation to the World
can (tone of voice, facial expression, context, etc.) to 5
: — literal sense Literary Forms scholarstodiscoverthe mesningofthe
interpret day-to-day communication, so we need as (ofthebiblicaltext) | g g S D] XL Some of the work they
; : i “Thelienlsenseisthe | @ P jointhee sudicswill b described i
much information as we can gather about the biblical g convepedbyte | 10 8 (0 Wenlly o s of vt ;...m“w:eam":s;i;u. for
= ; ey | ng o varows ey forms so we 0N COFT SRS
text we're interpreting. coeradby caegrs; o :C”.T"i:"ﬂ'; i inerpre Gods 3941, ldenifying the il
. ¥4 _— helps anyone who reads the Bible
» headlin inyour local paper: “Padres
Stress that history, culture, and language all play e o ooped a0 detemin the o msning or

a part in influencing how a human author com- i L “ | th front page of the newspaper, you  IeFa1 sense o the iblical tex. “The

| coud poibly conclude s sgme ol sene is he mearing conveyed

interpretation” (€CC. 116)

municates. Offer appropriate examples. o ety went cay andde 0 e word of Scrpur and disco-

et tochminet some ntive people, °14 b excgesis, fllowing the rules

Have the students turn to the feature, “Literary Butif you ead the same headline o °F$9und inerpretaion” (CCC. 16
S B ey Thee s vl s f ey
Forms,” on pages 30-32 of the text. Take a mo- ot e S Diego pasebaly _ Ecnre nth Bible. I some cases, -
. , conclude that the S Dicas bl e ook o he Bibe consist o one
ment to sum up the importance of reading the | Bl e g Terary form. For cxample, the First
Seripture in context. Have the students turn to A Tho soest ot el i e e
i 8 POREIRIR ... i s cxamplc. Accitionaly, :
the feature, For Reflection, on page 32. Call on g e ey o e e
volunteers to offer examples of the importance of . T e o sy 1% 5 works, e i smalle
reading in—or out of—context. Finally, be sure Al an c-mal 1o your gilfend s notthe 111 forms tke genealogies, mir-
- o 2 | B e s riing s teer o your grana. 2 stores provers, and
to note the definitions of “literary genre” and IR o tosant messoging o fena  EXmPIe of hese g oher Vi
“exegesis” (page 30). : Fealpl sl s
. Context is also vitally important *  Allegory: an extended compari-
Go on to have the students (one-at-time) share - inscrpturlitrpetaton Determine 2 wheTemany clemensafs
the nonbiblical example of the literary form they oty A ‘L’:;‘(“;’Q‘:; st e
were assigned for homework and then to read and used by the author A erary BeOre Of  roverbs 9:1-6).
: 7 s | pe of wriing : i
explain what they believe the biblical example e iclr syl o contnt. The sevemy-* pee T
- : e books ofhe Bible contin man;
‘means for them. Encourage the students to list the e M el i A Coed et ool s
hpg » coment Catholics typcally ely on the
examples under the heading “Literary Forms” on i s e
Handout 4. Sogeaty under the Magisterium to understand
o Toopraco byl | g el bl s,
 What God wanted to convey. Point out and explain i b el d 10 ot R
the three criteria for interpreting what God wanted to

communicate in the Scripture:

+ Eriology a story that gives the
cause of something (see Genesis
3222-32).

o “Looking at the content and unity of Scripture”
means seeking to grasp Scripture’s ultimate pur- “RIR,
pose, namely, to deepen our relationship with Chap tir 2 Handout 3’ Biblical
God by coming to share in the divine nature of Bon Mots” Answers
Christ. If we disregard this core focus, we will Woe is mel — Isaiah 6'5

not find a proper explanation of the texts. A'man after his/own heart— 1 Samuel 13:14
“Reading within Church Tradition” means that Atmy wit’s end — Psalm 107:27

we cannot interpret Scripture in any way that it A wolf in sheep’s clothing — Matthew 7:15
contradicts Tradition. Remind the students that A labor of love — 1 Thessalonians 1:3

Sacred Scripture and Tradition are the fwo forms No rest for the wicked — Isaiah 48:22 and 57:21
of the one Word which God speaks. Any inter- A drop in the bucket — Isaiah 40:15

pretation that would find one form dicti

For Enrichment
Consider viewing or recommending a viewing of the movie Inherit the Wind (available on DVD), which is based on the State of
Tennessee vs. John Scopes (often referred to as the Scopes “Monkey Trial””). The actual trial resulted in the conviction of John
Scopes for teaching the theory of evolution in his high school science class in opposition to a Tennessee state law that forbid
the teaching of anything besides creationism. The focus of the movie, therefore, is on a literalist interpretation of the Bible and
where that leads. The film offers a good framework for discussing the Catholic (literal) approach to biblical interpretation. (Note:
You could show the film over a period of days, since it is germane to material covered both in Lesson 2 and in Lesson 3.)
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Introduction to Sacred Seripture

imals that act and speak like human beings (see
Judges 9:7-15)

Matthew 1:1-17),
« Hyperbole: a deliberately exaggerated saying to

" rocord of
events, as in the lfe or development of a peo-
ple,country, orinsittion (see 1 Kings 1-2).
Law: a rule of conduct or standard of behavior
established by proper authority, society or cus-
tom (see Ex 20:1-17),

igh » discussion (see
Matihew 18:5).
+ Miracle Stoy: for example, a nature miracle
i a report of a powerful sign performed by J-
mastery over the clements (sce
Luke 8:22

o . .
prophet, which expresses God's will (sec Amos i it requires thovght and application (sce
12, Mathew 11:11),

Q For Review Answers (page 32)

. Answers may vary a bit, but possible genres for the following
passages include: 1 Samuel 17: 1-54, history; Leviticus 23:1—
14, law; Acts 19:1-12, history; | Corinthians 15:1-8, creed;
Luke 12:49, hyperbole.

. Analogy of faith means that the Scriptures don’t contradict
themselves. The analogy of faith assures us that Scripture
helps us interpret Scripture.

. The literal sense of the biblical text is the meaning conveyed
by the words of Scripture and discovered by sound exegesis.

. Students’ responses will vary but should reflect an understand-
ing of any of the literary forms found on pages 30-32 of the
text.

. A literal reading of the Bible takes into account what the
author intended to convey, not simply what the words say. A
literalist interpretation takes only the exact meaning of the
words without considering any other factors.

the other would be denying the truth of God’s
Word. Point out that to ensure this union,

the Magisterium is the ultimate authority on
interpretation.

“Paying attention to the analogy of faith.” Call at-
tention to the feature, “An Analogy of Faith,” on
page 29. Point out how the passages from Psalm
34 and John 4 seem contradictory. Explain to the
students that paying attention to the analogy of
faith means recognizing that the Scriptures don’t
contradict themselves. Tell the students that when
we interpret Scripture, we have to be careful that
our interpretation of this or that particular passage
does not run contrary to what the rest of Scripture
says. Put simply, the analogy of faith assures us
that Scripture helps us interpret Scripture.

« Before moving along, take this opportunity to deal
with the problem of proof texting. Ask if anyone
knows what it means to use the Bible as a “proof text”
(citing a passage from the Scripture out of context in
order to support an opinion). Then write the following
statements on the board, along with their accompany-
ing Scripture references:

© God loves chubby folks. Leviticus 3:16

o Never ever make fun of a bald guy. 2 Kings
2:23-24

o Jesus hated fig trees. Matthew 21:19

Have the students look up and read the Scripture pas-
sages. Explain that while these examples are a bit
silly, proof texting can be very dangerous when we
cherry-pick the Scripture to suit our preconceived
ideas or agendas, rather than taking the content and
unity of Scripture as our guide.

Call attention to the subhead, “Another Crucial ‘How
To, "on Handout 4. Suggest that when it comes to
reading Scripture, another important “how to” is
prayer. Invite the students to write this on the hand-
out. Explain that prayer puts our reading of Scripture
in the context of a relationship with our God. Our
prayer reminds us that we are about to listen to the
Word of a person, and the point is to know God, not
simply to know things about God. Go on to point out
that our ultimate purpose in reading Scripture is not to
discover answers to questions or even to obtain theo-
logical information. It is to put on the mind of Christ
so that we will be able to be the answers to the ques-
tions of our time and world.

Work with the class to devise a short prayer they can
pray every time they get ready to read the Bible. Have
them write the prayer on the handout. If you wish,
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make a large poster of the prayer to display in the
classroom. Use the prayer regularly when you begin
class or read Scripture together.

Draw attention to the quotation at the bottom of the
handout and read aloud. Stress to the students that if
we don’t aim to meet God in the Scripture, we won’t.
However, if we come expecting to meet God, to learn,
and to grow, we won’t come away frustrated. Point
out that there is a time-tested approach to Scripture
reading that helps us expect to hear God speaking to
our life situation. It is called the Lectio Divina or “sa-
cred reading.”

Have the students turn to the Prayer feature on pages
4445 of their texts. Go through the steps of the pro-
cess with the students just to familiarize them with
the procedure. Then, choose a relevant Scripture pas-
sage and actually pray it with the group. Conclude by
encouraging the students to try this method for ten
minutes a day over the next couple weeks.

Before moving on, call attention to the numbered
blanks on the bottom of Handout 4. See if the students
can figure out the two simple, but crucial things we
must do in order to actually take part in the Lectio
Divina or in any method of regular Scripture reading.
Namely:

1. Find a spot.
2. Setatime.

Have the students fill in the blanks. Explain that
reading the Scripture means finding a specific place
where we can be alone and concentrate. Likewise, it
also means setting aside a specific time of the day for
Scripture reading. If we don’t, it’s just too easy to skip
it. Finally, tell the students that no matter what place
or time they set to meet with God in Scripture, the
‘most important thing is to keep the appointment.

Direct attention to the feature, Explaining the Faith, on
pages 33-34. Ask a student to read the three italicized
questions aloud. Call on another student to describe
what is meant by a “literalist” reading of the Scripture.
(Interpret the Scripture to mean that the Bible contains
no errors whatsoever, whether scientific, histori-

cal or spiritual.) Then have another student explain
what is meant by a “literal” reading of the Scripture.
(Recognizing that the Bible might contain errors when
it comes to historical or scientific data, but not when it
comes to matters of faith or spiritual teaching.) Make
sure the students record these differences in their
journals.

32

*+ Parables avivid sty told 0 comveyreligious
truth, usually

Tooks 0 the decper meaning of various scriptural

thew 13:33),
« Pronouncement Story: a passage whose pur-
poseis o set

eral plan of Salvation.
There are three spiritual senses of Scripture:

1. The allegorical sense. An allegory is a meta-

3:1-5).

© For Review

1. Read each of the following passages.
Identify it likely literary genre: 1 Samuel
17:1-54; Leviticus 23:1-14; Acts 19:1-12;

1 Corinthians 15:1-8; Luke 12:49.

. What is meant by the “analogy of faith?

. What s the literal sense of the biblical

I Defesnd gt | crnple o v Uiy
forms found in Sacred Scripture

. What s the difference belwneﬂ a“iteral”
and a “literalist" reading of the Bible?

€ For Reflection

Share an example from your experience
(other than the Bible) where reading in con-
the

p " In an allegor-
ical work of lterature, for example, the story
line conveys more than one level of meaning
at the same time. Taken in tota, an allegori-
cal reading of Seripture looks at the entire Bi-
ble, especially the O1d Testament, in light of
its flfliment in Chist, Therefore, when we
study the crossing of the Red Sea by the Is-
raelites, we see it prefiguring Chirsts victory
over sin. We can also understand the waters
of the Red Sea a3 a symbol for Christian Bap-
tism, 8 sign of our freedom from sin n Jesus
(Chist. Or,the Paschal Lamb sacrificed for the
feast of Passover i a clear foreshadowing of
the Lamb of God—Jesus Christ—who gave
up hislife o win our Salvation.

The moral sense. God's Word is intended to
Tead us o live a good life, o actjustly on be-
half of God and other people. Thus, the words
of the prophets tlling the Chosen Peaple o
obey God's Commandments also apply 10 us

Understand the Bible

e starting point for understanding Sacred Serip-
1ure s what the author intended by the words he
wrote, the lieral sense. But the Bible also has a
spiriialsense that depends o the ltral sense. The
lieral sense concerns the meaning of the words of
Scriptre;the spriual sense refes not in the words
themselves but by the "reaites andevents” that can
be signified by them. I s the spirital sense that

When reporting the p resulted
from the sins of the Chosen People, SL. Paul
wrote, “These things happened to them as an
example, and they have been writien down as
 warning to us” (1 Cor 10:11)

The anagogical sense. Stl another ey to
view God's Word s to look a carthly events
and other realities in the context of lead-
ing us to Heaven. Our final goal s 10 get to
Heaven, and the Bible shows us the way. (The
word anagogical comes from the Greek ward
for “leading”). For example, we can sec the
Church as a symbol of the heavenly Jerusa-
lem. The Church, which is the Body of Chrst,
leads us 10 our eternal destiny.

In summary, there are four senses of Scripture:

Lesson 3 Objectives
The students will:

= discover the three spiritual senses of interpreting the Scripture

and how they help us discover its meaning.

« recall the difference between a “literal” and a “literalist” read-

ing of the Scripture.

« realize that the Church is not afraid of historical or scientific
studies when it comes to revealing religious truths.

Lesson 3 Overview

At first blush, this lesson may seem a bit teachy. It deals with some
crucial areas of biblical interpretation and touches on the touchy
topic of religion’s relationship with the search for the historical
Jesus as well as its relationship with scientific studies. Helping
the students that biblical i is often a multi-
layered process will go a long way in relieving the tension many
feel between literal and literalist, liberals and conservatives, sci-
entists and churchmen.
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EXPLAINING THE FAITH

y book. ts purpose i not to

hemistry, or astronomy,

i s nated, ;
including poetry, parables, prayers, and, of course, historical narratives. One of the main responsibil-

y “These truths
and the world he created. They tell us that we are materialspirfual beings made n God's image and
ikeness. ie God.

“Tne Catholic

tradict truth,” For example,
Scripture to see if there s any record of them elsewhere. Nothing fs more

existence of Jesus himself. wnlhzvemllyuKMlMBﬂ?Ormshejmlhelmﬂmnfmeww

, they have
proven the folowing:

+ Jesus of Nozareth did indeed exist.

+ The Romans under the prefect Pontius Pilate crucified hirm.

+ He established a Church that persists to this very day.

p Pope John Paul
st

the apen search for truth was the commission report that

said that the fudges who condemned Galileo vere in

error.
Similary,the Church appreciates the efforts

amm mmmu

o existence.
B, (15361607, quoted
oy Gafe; il B el s

first cause of creation.

momework

. Assign the bookmark described in the feature, “Share God’s Word:
Make a Bookmark for Christ,” on page 34. Tell students who might
not have access to a computer that they can work with a student
who does, or they can simply use other art materials to create their
bookmark.

. Have the students journal their thoughts and response to the For
Reflection feature on page 35.

. Read “Biblical Translations” (pages 35-38) in preparation for the
next lesson. Ask students who may have translations of the Bible at
home that differ from the one they’re using in class to bring them to
their next session.

. Tell the students to complete the assignment in the feature,
“Defender of the Faith: St. Jerome (342-420),” on page 37, and be
ready to share findings with the class.

. Remind the students to continue working on their chosen Ongoing
Assignments (pages 43-44).

Chapter 2: Introduction to
Sacred Scripture—Lesson 3

Bell Ringers

« Call on different students to offer their responses to
the five For Review questions on page 32. (See page
49 for answers.) Take time to answer any questions or
concerns the students may have.

Teaching Approaches

How to Understand the Bible

(pages 32-35)

* Ask volunteers to name the senses of Scripture (list
on the board). Go through each one, highlighting key
ideas.

Begin by explaining to the students that the literal
sense refers to the meaning of the words themselves.
Note, however, that words can mean more than one
thing. Tell the students that St. Thomas Aquinas says
that all the other senses rest on this sense.

Go on to explain the spiritual senses. Start by saying
that all three of these senses refer to the significance
or meaning of the persons, places, events, or things
the words of Scripture denote.

Then point out that the first of these senses, the alle-
gorical sense, relates persons, events, and institutions
of earlier covenants to those of later covenants, and
especially to the New Covenant.

Before moving on, take a moment to explain that this
sense does not say that the Old Testament is merely

a source of proof texts “proving” that Jesus is Lord.
Rather, the allegorical sense speaks to the early
Christian awareness that the Old Testament (Hebrew
Scriptures) s, in fact, a testament—an inspired wit-
ness—to the Lordship of the Jesus who had lived
among them. In other words, as St. Paul says, prophe-
cies regarding the Messiah were not so much revealed
by the Old Testament as they were hidden there and
seen only affer Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and
sending of the Holy Spirit. Have the students look up
and read Ephesians 3:5 (“The mystery of Christ . ...
was not made known to human beings in other gener-
ations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit.”).

Move on to the moral sense. Make sure the students
recognize that this sense helps us know how to act
Jjustly.
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* Finally, tell the students that the anagogical sense
points us to our ultimate destiny, happiness forever
with God.

Distribute copies of Handout 5, “Making SENSE of
Scripture.” Read aloud the Latin phrase, then repeat,
having the students say each line after you. Tell the
class that this ancient couplet sums up the teaching of
the four biblical senses. Write the following transla-
tion on the board, and have the students copy it on the
handout:

The literal teaches what happened;
the allegorical what to believe;

the moral, what to do;

the anagogical, what to look for.

Call attention to the outline on the handout. Tell the
students it details how the mention of Jerusalem in

a biblical passage may—depending on its context—
be interpreted according to the four senses. Briefly
go through the outline with the students. Sum up

by repeating that any of these interpretations may

be correct depending on the biblical context. (Note:
If you wish, you can offer the students another ex-
ample by drawing on the material in the Background
Information section on page 56.)

Finally, call attention to the mnemonic device across
the bottom of the handout. Ask the students how they
think these words relate to the senses of Scripture. If
necessary, point out that they simply are shortcuts to
help us remember the senses:

o The literal sense tells us the facts.

o The allegorical sense calls us to faith.

o The moral sense demands we act with charity.

o The anagogical sense offers us hope.

Have the students recall the difference between a “lit-
eral” and a “literalist” reading of the Scripture.

o A “literal” reading of the Scripture recognizes
that the Bible might contain errors when it comes
to historical or scientific data, but not when it
comes to matters of faith or spiritual teaching.

o A “literalist” reading of the Scripture interprets
the Scripture to mean that the Bible contains no
errors whatsoever, whether scientific, historical,
or spiritual.

Go on to read aloud the question in the feature,
Explaining the Faith, on page 33 (“4re historical
and scientific truths and biblical truth at odds? ).
Then ask, “Which interpretation (literal or literalist)
might clash with science or history when it comes to

34 Jesus Christ: God's Revelation to the World

“The lteral sense teaches history, for example,
what the words say i a historical context
“The allegorical sense teaches what you should
believe, that is, what the words mean in the
larger context of Saivation History.

The moral sense teaches what you should do
regarding how to live your life.

The anagogical sense teaches where you are
going, building up the virte of hope while
lading s to Heaven.

EXPLAINING THE FAITH continued

i, there is no conflict between the rel-
glous truths that Scripture reveas and the truths
that science or history discover and report. The

Catetimof the bl R (13) st

Though faith s above reson,

never be any real dis-
crepancy between faith and rea-
son. who

© For Review

1. What are the three spiiual senses of
Scrpture? Give an example of each.

2. For the passages give below, rielly sum-
marize the iteralsense of the passage by
answering the questions that follow:

+ Compare Genes's 1:1-2 and Matthew
3:16. What i the comnection?

+ Read 1 Corinthians 10: 1-14. List three
behavirs Chrstians should avoid by
Learning from the bad example of the
Chosen Peopl in the desert

+ Read Matthew 7:1-5. nterpret both
literally and in an anagogical sense.

Why does the Church not fear scientiic or

historical studies? them what they are (G5 36 1),

ends with i ospel with all people
(W 28:18.20). Here is an activity to help you to take up that charge:
. Locate your favorite Scrpture: wish to share with others. For ideas for

o h: d's Word: Make a ist

passas
00d verses, search the Internet under the topic “famous Bible quotes.”

perhaps

For Review Answers (pages 34-35)
1. Allegorical, Moral and Anagogical; answers for each will vary.
2. Genesis 1:1-2 and Matthew 3:16: answers may vary but should
include a connection to water. 1 Corinthians 1:1-14: answers
‘may vary but should include idolatry, sexual immorality, com-
plaining, and testing God. Matthew 7:1-5: literal meaning is
take something out of your eye; Anagogical meaning is Christ
leads us through spiritual blindness to spiritual sight.
3. History and science both reveal the truth about our Creator God.

For Enrichment
The students might be interested in reading what the Catechism
of the Catholic Church has to say about the senses of Scripture.
Encourage them to read paragraphs 115-119.
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Introduction to Sacred Scripture:

€ For Reflection

« Name an allegory with a mor-
al message outside of the Bi-
ble that has had an influence
on your life. Tell why this is
5.

« In the past, what approach
have you taken to reading the
Bible?

Biblical
Translations

Most of the Old Testument was
composed in Hebrew. The Hebrew
language has orgins as an ancient C-
naanite language adopted by the srs-
elites when they entered the Promised
Land. Hebrew was the living lan-
guage of the Israeltes until the end
of the Babylonian Exile. Arumaic, the
comman language spoken in Babylon
and the whole Middle East, then be-
came the spoken langusge of the Jew-
ish people. Small sections of the Old
Testament were writien in Aramaic.
Jesus spoke Aramaic. By the first
century AD, Hebrew disappeared as
the ordinary spoken language, but it
remained the sacred and lteray lan-
guage. Seven Old Testament books
were also written in Greek.

The entire New Testament was
written in Greek Koine, or “com-
mon.” Greek had become the spoken
language in the Roman Empire of the
first century AD, Late the comman
spoken language of the Roman Em-
pire changed from Greck to Latin. In

390, St. Jerome completed the Latin
transltion of the Old and New Tes- | St.Jerome’s ifth-entury
taments. This transation, known as
the Vlgate, became the Church’s of-
ficial transation of the Bible from the
original languages.
Today, only scholars and otherlin-
guists are able 0 read and understand
the Bible in its original langusges.

OEson 4 Objectives

The students will:
» discover in what languages the Scriptures were written.
« compare Bible translations.

read and listen to the language of Jesus (Aramaic).

communal prayer.
« appreciate and pray the Liturgy of the Hours.
= report on the life and work of St. Jerome.
« try their hand at “translation.”

understand how the Scripture is an integral part of the Church’s

reading Scripture?” Then pass out copies of Handout
6, “History, Science, and the Bible.” Call on different
students to read aloud the two “history” quotations.
Point out that neither historian was Christian—
actually, both were anti-Christian—yet their writing
attests to the historical reality of Jesus.

Ask different students to read aloud the “science”

Note how each p ientist and
churchman alike—agrees that science and religion are
not mutually exclusive.

Have the students turn to For Review on page 34.
Discuss the second and third questions as a class. Then
divide the class into three small groups. Assign each
group to one of the “senses” named in the first ques-
tion. Give the groups time to work together. Afterward,
have each group present its findings to the class.

Chapter 2: Introduction to
Sacred Scripture—Lesson 4

Bell Ringers

* Reteach. Write the following headings on the board:
“Literal” and “Literalist.” Have two students come
to the board and beneath each heading write what it
means with regard to reading/interpreting Scripture.

Then ask the students to name the two major senses
of Scripture (literal and spiritual) and then the three
types of spiritual (allegorical, moral, analogical).
Finally, write the following on the board: facts, faith,
hope, charity. Ask what these words tell us about
the senses of Scripture. (The literal sense tells us

the facts; the allegorical sense calls us to faith; the
anagogical sense offers us hope; the moral sense de-
mands we act with charity.)

Teaching Approaches
Biblical Translations (pages 35-36)

+ Call attention to the poster of the class prayer the
students wrote and created in this chapter’s second
lesson. Lead the class in prayer.

%son 4 Overview

to all who seek to believe.

Each generation has new questions about the Bible and its meaning. Thus, the process of interpreting the Scripture is ongoing
and one in which all Catholics can take part. The Church’s Pontifical Biblical Commission says that Bible study “. . . is never
finished; each age must in its own way newly seek to understand the sacred books." In this lesson, help your students appreclate
how the work of biblical translation has continually striven to make God’s Word more ible, available, and unds
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« Sum up the key points of this text section. Tell the
students that except for the Books of Tobit, Judith,
Baruch, Sirach, Wisdom, and First and Second
Maccabees (write on the board), which were written
in Greek, the Old Testament was originally written in
Hebrew, and only later translated into Greek. Most
copies of the Greek Old Testament intact today were
made by Christians in the first three centuries AD.

Go on to explain that some of the Old Testament was,
however, written in Aramaic, a related Semitic dialect,
which, after the Babylonia Exile (ca. 586 — 538 BC)
gradually replaced Hebrew as the spoken language of
most Jews. The sections of the Old Testament written
in Aramaic are (write on the board): Ezra 4:8-6:18,
7:12-26; Jeremiah 10:11; and Daniel 2:4-7:28.

Briefly explain that sometime prior to 200 BC, the
Hebrew Bible was translated into Greek. This trans-
lation is called the Septuagint, from septuaginta, the
Latin word for seventy. The name derives from a
tradition that the translation was made by seventy dif-
ferent scholars in Alexandria. Only a few fragments
of this version survived intact from the period before
Christ. The original versions of the Septuagint include
fragments of Deuteronomy as well as other fragments
among the Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered in 1947.

Before concluding, take a moment to explain that
because the Dead Sea Scrolls contained Hebrew writ-
ings that were far more ancient than other surviving
manuscripts, they made a huge impact on biblical
studies. Especially as they helped confirm the authen-
ticity of what was written in previous translations of
the Scripture.

Finally, tell the students that the entire New Testament
was written in Greek.

Go on to distribute the copies of the different
Protestant and Catholic Bible translations you were
able to collect. (Note: See the sections “Protestant
Translations of the Bible” and “Catholic Translations
of the Bible” on page 36, as well as the feature, For
Reflection, on page 38.) (Note: Most of the Bibles
mentioned in the text may be found online, for ex-
ample at www.bibles.net.) Ask the students to whom
you give a copy—or who have Web access in class—
to come to the board and write out Psalm 23:1-3.
Afterward, point out differences and similarities. Ask
the students if they prefer one translation over the
other. Vote on a favorite.

Call attention to the different ways of writing the
name of Jesus as pictured in the text (page 38).
Note that the name means “God saves.” Remind the

36 Jesus Christ: elation to the World
Your Bible s an English translaion.
If you include translaions of indi-
vidual books of the Bibl, there have
been almost five hundred new trans.  + Revised English Bile (1992).
lations or revisions of older English  The British cquivalent of the
versions of the Bible. None of the  New Revised Standard Vesion.
transtators worked from the original
bibical books because none of these:
exist. What translators use are me-
ticulous copies of copics of the Bible.
Some important biblcal manuscripts
have been discovered in the past
o hundred years. For example, the = 3
Dead Sea Serols dscovered i 15, CAENONIC Translations
el the e 19403 produced some  Of the Bible
ol e the . Catholics
bt of Christ. This was an important relid heavily on the Doway-Rheims
discovery Version its revision
Scrolls were unearthed there were done by Bishop Challoner (1749~
few OId Testament manuscripis pre- 1763), The Douay-Rheims Bible was
teachings made alasting | served that were composed from ear- _ translaton of the Latin Vulgate.
mark on the Church lier than 950 AD. In contrast, there i 1943, Pope Pius XII encouraged
are manuseript copiesof virually the  the translaton of the Bible from the
enire New Testament books that stc  orginal languages. Two very popular
before 300 AD. and important English ranslations by
Eng- C
Jish translations of the Bible under ., evy Americam Bile (1952-1970;
both Protestant sponsorshipand Cath- 1987, The Church uses this
olic sponsorship arelstd below.

scholarship,this s the most -
portant modern revision of the
King James Bibl.

Dead Sea Scrolls

+ New International Version
(1973-1978). A conservative
transltion by scholars from
thity-four different denomin-

fany excellent study ver-
sions of this Bible arc availabe

transltion for the readings at lit-
urgies n the United Staes. It s
solid, e,
readable,and scholarly. It s the
translation cted i this text.

« New Jerusalem Bible (1985).
The N b

of the Bible

For ceanuries Proteints have beea
g James Version

{1611, Othr Prtestat wanlations

incudethe following, il of which

rowed heavily from the French
Bible, La Suinte Bible, which in

Catholic reading:

+ New Revised Standard Ver-
sion (1989). Using a good sense:
of English and sound modem

transltion from the original lan-
guages. It contains many helpful
inteoductions and notes 1o guide
the reader.

Homework

. Have the students journal their responses to For Review on page 38.

. Tell the students to read “Modern Approaches for Studying Sacred
Scripture” (pages 39-41) in preparation for the next lesson.

. Point out For Reflection on page 38. Tell the students that after
reading the above assignment, they should reflect on this ques-
tion before the next session and be ready to share their reflection
with the group.

. Remind the students to continue working on their chosen
Ongoing Assignments (pages 43-44).

For Review Answers (page 38)
. Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek
. New American Bible, New Jerusalem Bible
. St. Jerome translated the Bible into Latin.
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DEFENDER OF FAITH:

ST. JEROME (342-420)
S.n'mw(...ﬂ. Sl

was baptized. Afe fther ravels and study, be entered  stic monastic commufy

. 3 e =)y

being “ follower of Cicero and ot of Chris™
Ocdained a prist in Atioch, Jecome then traveled in 380 to Constatinople and
aziann o

e
Jerome's  sometimes-prickly
personaity. He discovered in
i man of unique hoiness,

Laboring relentiesly in
a cave, Jerome, with the help.
of bis discples, completed his

inthe Catholic Church fom that time on
Inbis

oy with

i i, Wi

Read more about the life of St. Jerome. See, for example,

.25p. Report on something you leared about Jerome’s ife

or write a commentary on one of this writings.

G Extending the Lesson

“Foreign” Language Bibles

If any students speak another language and have a Bible in that
language, ask them to share it in class. Have them read Psalm 23
to their classmates and then tell whether it “translates™ differently
into English.

More on St. Jerome

Have the students read “St. Jerome's Belief in the Inerrancy of
Seripture” on page 43 of their text. If you wish, point out that the
“manikins” mentioned in the text were a popular and heretical re-
ligious sect called the Manicheans, who held that there were two
“first principles,” one good, the other bad; that each person had a
good and a bad soul. They forbade marriage, and they denied hu-
man liberty, Original Sin, the authority of the Old Testament, and
the necessity of either Baptism or faith. After the reading, discuss
St. Jerome’s statement on page 43 (“Ignorance of Scripture means
ignorance of Christ”).

students that Jesus spoke Aramaic. Show them an
example of Jesus speaking Aramaic by having them
open their Bibles to Mark 5:41. Call on one of the
students to read the passage aloud. (“He [Jesus] took
the child by the hand and said to her, ‘Talitha koum,’
which means, ‘Little girl, I say to you, arise!"”) In ad-
dition, if you have classroom access to the Internet,
you can have the students listen to the familiar Lord’s
Prayer (Our Father) as spoken in Aramaic by logging
on to www.v-a.com/bible/prayer.html. Alternatively,
you could record the prayer from the Internet and play
the recording for the students.

Call on volunteers to summarize the material in the
text section Explaining the Faith (page 38). Afterward,
write the title “Liturgy of the Hours” on the board.
If you were able to secure a copy of a Breviary, pass
it around for the students to view. Tell the students
that Vatican II’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy
encouraged renewing the tradition of all the faithful
being included in the Church’s daily prayer of praise.
The General Instruction of the Liturgy of the Hour,
37, states: [Morning and evening prayer] are the
hinges of daily public worship and are to be celebrat-
ed as such. In other words, praying the Liturgy of the
Hours is a practice to be shared by every Christian.

Distribute copies of Handout 7, “The Liturgy of the
Hours.” If you were able to arrange for a priest to visit
the class and speak about praying the Liturgy of the
Hours, have him make his presentation now, leading
the students through an actual prayer experience. If a
priest was unable to visit, simply go through the out-
line of the prayer on the handout. Have the students
use their Bibles to pray one or both of the canticles
(listed and referenced on the handout) antiphonally.
Afterward, ask:
© Do people in your parish gather daily for morning
and/or evening prayer?
o If not daily, do they gather during specific liturgi-
cal season, e.g., Advent or Lent?
© When do members of your parish gather for
forms of communal prayer other than the
Eucharist?

o Have you ever taken part in the Liturgy of the
Hours? Where? When?

Call attention to the feature, “Defender of Faith:

St. Jerome (342-420),” on page 37. Briefly summa-
rize the information in the text, highlighting Jerome’s
translation of the Bible into Latin. Note the name of
the translation, vulgate (see page 35). Ask the students
if the name sounds like or reminds them of another
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English word (vulgar). Tell the students both words
come from the same root and mean “common.” Just
as the Old Testament had passed from Hebrew to the
more “common” (Koine) Greek, Jerome’s translation
placed both Old and New Testament into the more
“common” language of his day, Latin.

Allow time for the students to present their reports on
St. Jerome.

After the reports, distribute copies of Handout 8,
“tugh (‘Hurry Up’) and Translate.” Read through the
directions with the students. Allow time for them to
work independently or as partners to complete their
translation. Check answers:

JjoH'a’ chut ghaH perfect, restoring the ga’.

JjoH a’ testimony ghaH sure, making val the nap.
God’s law is perfect, restoring the soul.

God?’s testimony is sure, making wise the simple.

Invite the students to hazard a guess from which book
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Figure 1: Three ways of writing
Jesus' name in biblical Hebrew
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Figure 2: “Jesus Christ” in Greek

© For Review
1. In what languages was the Bible written?

2. Name two important English translations
of the Bible.

3. Identify St. Jerome.

€ For Reflection

Note how the following versions of the Bible
transiate Psaim 23. Then explain which trans-
lation you prefer and why.

of the Bible the quotation might have come (Psalm
- New American Bible: www.usccb.org/

19:8). Have the students look up the passage in their nab/bible
Bibl - New Revised Standerd Version: www
1oles. devotions.net/bible/00bible.htm
- Douay-Rheims: wwwintratext.com/X/
ENGOO'1.htm
-+ King James Version: www.bartleby
com/108

For Enrichment
Show one of the following videos on the Dead Sea Scrolls:
* Secrets of the Dead Sea Scrolls (DVD). Discusses the Dead Sea Scrolls, a combination of the oldest written version of the
Bible and the rules of the Essene community. Talks about the discovery of the scrolls and about their restoration, and exam-
ines evidence that Qumran was the site of the Essene community. (QUESTAR — 1 hour)

* Enigma of the Dead Sea Scrolls Video (DVD and VHS). Explains the discovery and significance of the Dead Sea Scrolls and
how they contribute to our deeper understanding of the Seriptures. (A&E Production — 1 hour)

G Background Information

St. Thomas Aquinas (in Ad Galatos) offered the following example, applying all four senses to a specific Scripture passage: “Let there
be light” (Gn 1:3). The literal sense pertains to the physical reality called “light.” If “Let there be light” is understood as “Allow Christ
to be born in the Church,” it relates to the allegorical sense. If it is understood as “Let us be illumined in our intellects and inflamed in
our affections,” it pertains to the moral sense. Finally, if the passage is read “Let us be introduced into glory through Christ,” it refers
to the anagogical sense.
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Introduction to Sacred Seripture

Modern Iy 10 help us interpret what God | Liturgy of the Hours
0 communicate through the

Approaches for original Bible writes.

Studying Sacred  pistorical Criticism |
Scripture paaims,
. the historical context of the biblical | ©f the day from early morn-
Sacted Serpture contains God's RV e istoicl criicim uses daing | 77"
elation. When we read it prayerfully, (eqpiques, archaeology, and histori-

other. But how should you a4 I Consider an example of how -
Are you 10 take everything you 1¢3d  chacology assists historical erticism,
s the sbiolute, lteal trth? HOW are  Archacology s the branch of science
Youto understand what youread? py swulies prebistoric or historic

As we have scen, 1Ot EVETYONE  people and their culures. It docs so
agrees on answers 0 these qUEStOns. by ooking at anifacts, monuments,
Fundamentalists, for example, take 8 jncriptions, and the like. Bibli
lieralst approach, believing in e chacology was populaized with the
exact meaning of the words WbOU. . classic film Raiders of the Lost
taking into consideration other fac- 4ty that movie, the hero, Indiana
tors.Others eathe Bible 320003l jones, uncarhs the Ark of the Cove-
beit fctional

nant.
al, but they
In contrast o these positions, ey here an Atk of the Covenan?
Catholic Church teaches us 10 15ad g so, what did it ook like? And
Sacred Scripture prayerfully and to

I

interpret it itcally. The Bible is
the inspired Word of God. It reqires.
careful reading so that we can under-
stand the iterary forms, symbolism,
and cultural realities that influenced
it. The Magisterium, with the help of
biblical scholars, authentically inter-
prets the Word of God. The scholars
use techniques of biblcal criticism to
studythe Bible. Don'tthink ofthe term
criicism in a negative way. Rather, it
‘means looking carefuly at the bibli-
cal text in their historical and lier-
ary contexts. Historical, souce, form,
and redaction ertcism involve schol-
arly detective work. Their purpose is

o Lesson 5 Objectives

The students will:
« discuss the influence and meaning of criticism in our lives.

« discover the roles of historical, source, form, and redaction
criticism in helping us understand the Bible.

Q Lesson 5 Overview

Recognizing that many factors influenced the creation of !he
Scripture helps us appreciate its overall cok and und

its meaning for us today. This lesson introduces the students to
some crucial forms of “biblical criticism,” which, in turn, enable
them to make better sense of the Scripture.

Chapter 2: Introduction to
Sacred Scripture—Lesson 5

Bell Ringers

« Discuss critics and criticism. Ask students to name
film critics, theater critics, food critics, music critics,
etc., they know about. Discuss the critic’s role and
purpose. Ask if the opinions/reviews of such critics
influence their behavior. For example, ask: “If a film
critic gave a movie a thumbs up, might that encourage
you to go?” or “Would a negative review of a restau-
rant make you think twice about eating there?”

Go on to discuss how people other than “professional”
critics play critical roles in our lives. Ask what sort

of critical role a sports coach or a music coach might
play. Do our parents ever play a critical role? Are crit-
ics and criticism necessarily negative? (Accept all
reasonable replies.)

Teaching Approaches
Modern Approaches for Studying Sacred
Scripture (pages 39-41)

« Distribute copies of Handout 9, “When It Comes to
the Bible, Everyone’s A Critic! or The CSIs of the
Bible.” Drawing on material in the student text and
the outline on the handout, explain historical, source,
form, and redaction criticism. Begin by reminding the
students that “criticism” here is not used in a negative
sense. Rather, we’re dealing with critical methods—
like those by CSIs (crime scene investigators)—to
better understand the Bible.

Historical Criticism. Explain to the students that we
may say that any biblical writing actually has a his-
tory of its own. That story could include not only the
author or authors but also when and where it was writ-
ten, the purpose for which it was written, how it got
written, and the audience(s) for whom it was written.
Point out on the handout how archeology, historical
research, and dating methodologies (e.g., carbon-14
dating) are among the techniques used by historical
criticism in determining the history of a text.

Draw attention to the phrase “Answers the Question.”
Have the students suggest the overall question they
feel historical criticism answers. Agree on the ques-
tion. Then, have the students write it on the line
provided on the handout (e.g., “What the heck was
going on?”).
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« Source Criticism. Introduce this topic by saying:
“After hearing or reading a story or hearing a com-
ment, have you ever heard someone remark on it and
say, ‘Well, consider the source’?” Ask the students
what such an observation—often made snidely—
means. Then ask them to offer examples of when it is
a good idea to consider the source. For example: “Is
that dish in the fridge Mom’s taco meat or Bowzer’s
Alpo?” or “Who was it that started the rumor about a
classmate?” or “Who really is on the other end of that
chat line?”

Go on to explain that when it comes to finding mean-
ing in a book or passage of the Bible, it’s always a
good idea to “consider the source.” Tell the students
that source criticism begins with the premise that bib-
lical writings are a combination of documents. Source
criticism tries to decipher as much as possible about
these original sources and about those who wrote
them, asking, “What did this Scripture passage look
like before it ended up in its current form? Were there
changes? If so, why?”

As with historical criticism above, have the students
suggest the overall question they feel source criti-
cism answers. Agree on the question. Then, have the
students write it on the line provided on the handout
(e.g., “Where did that come from?” and “Is it real or
not?”).

Form Criticism. Ask the students to imagine that they
received the following e-mails: a letter from a best
friend; a coupon for money off at a music store; an ad
for deodorant; an invitation to a party. Ask: “Would
you treat them all the same?” Point out that we would
recognize the differences in their literary forms, and
s0 interpret them and react to them accordingly.

Explain that form criticism focuses on what each sec-
tion of the text does: Does it address people or God?
Is it praise, complaint, narrative, parable, or request?
Are there typical word groups or structure patterns
that reoccur? Point out that one of the tools of form
criticism is comparing biblical to contemporary non-
biblical literary forms and genres.

40 Jesus Christ: God's Revelation to the World

where i it today? Historical critcism helps o an-
swer these types of questions.

took shape in the period of oral tradition before the
actual writing of the biblical books. Second, form

For example, the
Ak of the Covenant was a wooden ches, built by
the Chosen Peaple afier Moses received the Ten
Commandments. Exodus 25:10-22 deseribes its
design. Exodus 37:1-9 deseribes its consruction
s biblical measurements were in cubits (a cubit
was the average length ofa forearm). It would have
measured approximaely four feet by two-and-a-
half feet. The original tables of the Ten Command-
ments—and nothing else—were placed in the Ark.
‘The Ark traveled with the sraclites in the desert.
King David brought it to Jerusalem around 1000
BC. Around 930 BC, it was inthe Holy of Holies in
the Temple built by King Solomon. The High Priest
visited it once & year, on the sacred feast of Yom
Kippur.

“The last time the Ark is mentioned in the Old
Testament is when the Babylonians demolished the
Jerusalem Temple in 556 BC. When the Temple
was rebuilt around seventy years latr,there was o
mention of the Ark. The scholarly consensus is that
the Babylonians destroyed the Ark, meling it down
for s gold. There are other theorics as o what hap-
pened 10 i, but al these theories are speculstive

Source Criticism
Source citcism s ike lteary detective work that
helps discover where the biblical authors got their
material. Fo exampl, shlars belive that the his-
tory in the Book of Kings came from court ecords
hatroyal sribes wiote down. Source cricism has
a1 noted tht the author of Luke's Gospel used
These

the form. Form
eriticism is important for proper iterpretation be-
cause cach type of literature has its own way of pre-
senting the truth.

Consider the parable of he Good Samaritan (see
Luke 10:25-37). Form criie tell us that this was a
story that Jesus told. Because the literary form is
parable, we know thatJesus was not speaking of an
actual, histoical person. Rather, Jesus used  story
to make the point o be compassionate and loving o
all people, including enemies, Jesus' lesson was so
important tha th early Christian preachers repeated.
his parable in th carly years of the Christan Tradi-
ton. Eventually, Luke dew from this Tradition and
included it in his version of the Good News.

Criticism

sources were the Gospel of Mark, a collection of
wrings also used for Matthew's Gospel, and a list
of materials that only Luke had.

Form Criticism

‘Think of a redactor as an editor Redacrion criicism
2erosin on how the various editors put together thir
Sources and armanged them the way they did. Redac-
tion eriicism tries to determine what theological in-
sighta given biblical author had that nfluenced him

lical text o atempt to determine how cach book

the material.

Homework

. Remind the students to be ready to hand in their chosen Ongoing

Assignments (pages 43—44) at their next session.

. Have the students read through the Chapter Quick View section

on pages 42-45. If they have any questions, tell them to write
them out and bring them to the next session.

. Call attention to For Review questions and For Reflection on

page 41. Have the students journal their thoughts and be ready to

share at their next session.

For Review Answers (page 41)

1. Historical: tries to determine the historical context of biblical text. Source: the study of where the authors of the Bible
likely got their material. Form: studies how biblical books took shape and identifies the literary genre of the final book.
Redaction: studies how and why a given book in the Bible took its final shape.

2. The Ark of the Covenant was a chest that was built by the Chosen People to house the Ten Commandments. The
Babylonians likely destroyed the Ark of the Covenant by melting it down for the gold it contained.

3. To be compassionate and loving to all people, including your enemies.
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* Have the students do their own little bit of form criti-
Introduction to Sacred Seripture 41 cism. Direct them to choose three Psalms and describe
S R their “form.” Are they praise poems, thanksgivings,
When the Evangelist Luke recorded Jesus® family laments, demands? Tell the students that they do not
itionlol st s dorh have to know the technical term for the form, just

ancestor of il peope. This helps us to know that
Luke's Gospel was writen for Genile Chrstans. 3 thaitkintiheR
prashicative i domoinad simply de_scnbe it in their own words. Afterward,
thatJesusis the Savior for all people share findings.
“The author of Mathew's Gospe, on the other
Lorii sl ::‘“w‘“"‘::‘"f;":':’,’:d:mﬂm Finally, have the students suggest the overall ques-
S0 s simely Mok e tion they feel form criticism answers. Agree on the
Shov that Jesus Chiis cophecies 4 i s
0 00 Croe Pl mate it s question. Then, have the students write it on the line
i s s S provided on the handout (e.g., “What's the literary
Sockloginl wicius, by 14 Sk dacuited s e genre and what prior sources seem to have influenced
among the mostimporant. Chapter 3 takesa closer o
Took at how the Bible came into existence. We will the text?”).
aso study theofficiallst of sacred bk (te canon
S0 Bble) s Gucms e of e ol 8 o Redaction Criticism. Tell the class that this type of
e 10 tead God's Word with more appreciaton. e o .
biblical criticism seeks to understand both the motiva-
O For Review tion and historical background in which the text was
bhecibosprtid pabesatibo edited, and what motivated the redactor to redact in
2. Wity the Ao theCoveant. What s the first place. Redaction criticism analyzes instances
z ppened to it? i .
R i ;i::, e mm::,, e where the editor/author may have redacte‘d an earlier
Sasd Sariacitan:. text or tradition, assesses the overall significance of
such changes, and interprets them in the light of the

@ For Reflection 5 L 5
editor’s literary and theological purpose.

What is one book, story, person, or event of
the Bible that you would ke to investigate . -
to find out more details about it? Which form Stress that biblical redactors, 7ot editors, change the
of biblical critcism would help you most in S . .

your search? words of inspiration—that is, change God’s self-
revelation. (Note: The charge the Manicheans leveled
at St. Jerome—see Extending the Lesson in the previ-
ous lesson, page 55 of this text.) Rather, the purpose
of redactions is to clarify what the redactor saw as the
underlying theological message. In other words, the
editor saw himself as making plain what he may have
considered to be unclear.

o Background Information

Carbon-14 Dating

Carbon-14 dating is a way scientists use to determine the age of certain | artifacts of a biological origin up to about
50,000 years old. It is used in dating things such as bone, cloth, wood, and plant fibers (from which paper was made), and animal
by-products (e.g., vellum—sheep gut—used for scrolls) that were created in the relatively recent past by human activities. All liv-
ing things take in carbon—carbon-12 and carbon-14. As soon as a living organism dies, it stops taking in new carbon. The ratio of
carbon-12 to carbon-14 at the moment of death is the same as every other living thing, but the carbon-14 decays and is not replaced.
The carbon-14 decays with a half-life of 5,700 years, while the amount of carbon-12 remains constant in the sample. By looking at
the ratio of carbon-12 to carbon-14 in the sample and comparing it to the ratio in a living organism, it is possible to determine fairly
precisely the age of a formerly living thing.

The Father of Biblical Archaeology

When it comes to biblical archaeology, three names stand out—George Ernest Wright, John Bright, and William Foxwell Albright.
Probably the most prestigious among these three archaeological giants is William Foxwell Albright. A well-known axiom says it best:
“Wright may be bright, and bright may be right, but neither is Albright.” William Foxwell Albright (1891-1971) was clearly the lead-
ing biblical archaeologist of his time, heading numerous expeditions in Palestine, southern Arabia, and adjacent regions. An expert in
reconstructing past civilizations from their artifacts, he gained a wide reputation for his identification of “lost” biblical towns and his
use of pottery to date archaeological finds. His more than 800 publications include From the Stone Age to Christianity (1940) and The
Bible and the Ancient Near East (1961). He is best known, perhaps, for authenticating and dating the Dead Sea Scrolls.
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+ Point out that redaction criticism relies on examining
the collecting and the editing of a particular section or
book of the Bible. Have the students check out an ex-
ample of biblical redaction by opening their Bibles to
Mark 16. Tell the students that the oldest manuscripts
of this Gospel do not contain Mark 16:9-20, the so-
called “longer ending.” Explain that these
verses—long considered as inspired—were added by
a later editor (not the author of Mark) to harmonize
the Gospel’s ending with the endings of Matthew and
Luke, which were written affer Mark. We know this
because the vocabulary and style of writing are differ-
ent from Mark’s. In this case, the redactor wanted to
make sure that Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances
and his commission to his disciples go into the world
and proclaim the Gospel were included in Mark. The
redactor saw their absence as a possible source of
confusion, so he clarified by adding them.

* As above, direct the students to suggest the overall
question they feel redaction criticism answers. Agree
on the question. Then, have the students write it on
the line provided on the handout (e.g., “What were
they thinking?”).

Chapter 2: Introduction to

Sacred Scripture—Review

Bell Ringers

* Have the students turn in their Ongoing Assignments.

* Review the last lesson by inviting the students to re-
call the types of biblical criticism outlined on Handout

9 and by sharing their journal thoughts on the For
Reflection feature (page 41).

Chapter 2 Quick View

Jesus Christ: God's Revelation to the Warld

Main Ideas
Sacrod Scripiur s the witen record of
God's Revelation (pp. 27-29)
“The Holy Spiit guided buman authors to
‘it the rths of Savation (pp. 27-25).
The Bible is inerrant (7p. 27-25).

pure interpret

inlightofthe Holy Spirt (p. 28-20).

+ There ae thies ways for inerpetng the Sa-

Testament. Give an example of each that s
ot named in this chapter
2. How are source eriicism, form critcism,
and redaction critcism examples of Scrip-
ture excgesis?
How does St Jerome meet the definition of
Church Father?
t What is the English translation of Lectio
Divina?
. What is meant by  ltral sense of the bib-

Spiri.

licaltext?

ity e S 2 e
ing he Scipture within the conte of the
Tiving Trditionofthe Church; 3 paying
aintion toth analogy offih (pp. 25-29).

* ldentifying the literary genres of Scripture
s innterpretin God's Word (. 30).
“There areseverallearygenres n he i
bl ncluding isory, prophecy, eters,and
many thrs 7. 50-32)

iteral reading of Seript
reading of Seripture?

. How did the discovery of the Dead Sea
Serolls aid biblical scholarship?

. What s anothes term for the Licurgy of the
Hours?

. Where did St Jerome undertake the task of
ranslting the Latin Vulgate?

Primary Source Quotations

Hteralist

thathelp us 10 understand it meaning: the
llegoricalsens, the moral sense, adthe
amagogical sense (pp. 32-34).

“Thersare several wanslations of the Bible,
only some of which are approved f
Catholics (pp. 35-36).

St Jerome ranlaed the Bible fom s ofig-
il languages o Latin (the Valgaie) (. 7).
“The Church teaches Cathalies o read the

S e i

ose chicf purpose inal this i to0
oftn o find misiakes i the sacred it
ings and 50 10 shake and weaken theie
authority. Some of hese wites display
ot only extreme hostlty, but the grat-

ci
‘without hesitation, whilst the Scripture,

cally under the wisdom of the Mngm:mnn
(939,
e i
and redaction crtiism are four
‘ways 10 interpret the orginal biblical source.
(pp.39-41).

Terms, People, Places
Write

is set down with the sightest mbk

quest
fully considered on its merits, and the
fact not 100 casily admitied, but only in
those passages where the proofis clear. I

1. Name and define one literary genre from
the O1d Testament and one from the New

sage remains ambiguous, ndinthiscase
‘00d hermeneutial methods wil greatly

Review Objectives
The students will:
« review Chapter 2.

Homework

1. Study for the Chapter 2 Test.
2. Complete any unfinished Ongoing Assignments.
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assist i clearing up the abscurity. But it
isabsolutely wrong and forbidden, cither

face of the authorty of the Fathers and
of general opinion,” Jerome bricfly re-

cred writer has erred. For the system of

things of fith and morals, and nothing.
beyond,

o ine that
the Lord’s words needed any correction
or were not divinely inspired. Similarly,
when explaining Ezechiel'sfirst vision as
portraying the Four Gospels, h renarks:
That the enti body and the back were

aly think)

passage, we should consider notso much

whist God has said as th reason

o i i il g
or all

and entiely, with all the parts, at the
dictation of the Holy Ghost; and 0 facis
it from being posible that any ecror can
o-exist with inspiraton, tht in
Bl ey et w1
error, but excludes and rejects
lutely and necessarily as it s .mws-uz
that God Himself, the supreme Truth, can
utter that which is ot frue.
—Pope Leo Xill

(Providentissimus Deis)
St Jerome's Belie in the Inerrancy of
Scripture
Jerome furher shows that the immusity.

of Seripture from error or deception is
necesarlyboud upwil s Divie -

i the Gos-
Tk ik o) e e e
N L R
things that seem trifling and

i the'majety o e ity

—Pope Benedict XV
(Spiritus Paracitus)

St. Jerome wrote that “Ignorance of Scrip-
tuse means ignorance of Christ” How does this
statement apply 1o the entire Bible—Old Testa-
meot and New Testament?

Ongoing Assignments

As you cover the material in this chpter,

choose and complete at least three of these.

assignments.

1. Reporton he istory of the Bible’s transla-
tion nto English. Use ths websie for ef-
erene: wowwbiblesocicty.caabout_bible/
english_bibleindex him].

Report o the Dead Sea Seroll. Here are

ik e ui East or West, and
that it was

. ; i
expoldeadsen.scrolls.exhibivintro bl

the Fathers,

whmnm:mlmﬂnll’!ml)lzum

educational_site/dead_sea_scrolls

the New Testament, and certain
kins” hud vehemently attasked him for
carrections in the Gospels i

. Report on seven names for God found in
the O1d Tesment. Present your findings

MBIIA YIIND 7 J33dey)

Teaching Approaches
Chapter Quick View

« This section is provided for the students to review the
chapter material. Although it is helpful for the stu-
dents simply to read and study the list of Main Ideas,
more creative use of the list might help the students
retain the information. For. example, make copies of
the list with some of the key words and/or phrases
blocked out. Use this as a quiz to help students evalu-
ate areas they need to study more carefully or as a
simple study sheet. If the students are able to fill in all
the blanks easily, then they are ready to do well on the
chapter test.

Divide the class into three small groups. Assign each
group three of the questions in the section Terms,
People, Places (page 42). Have each group answer
its questions and then share with the other groups.
Answers follow.

If any student(s) created a PowerPoint Presentation
on archaeological sites (number 4 of the Ongoing
Assignments for Chapter 2) have him or her share
with the group. Afterward, spend a few moments re-
v1ewmg how archaeology helps in biblical criticism

and ding. (Note: See the Background fea-
tures for Lesson 5.)

0 Terms, People, Places Answers (page 42)
. Answers will vary, but should be drawn from the literary genres covered in Lesson 2 (pages 30-32).

. Exegesis is the process scholars use to discover the meaning of the biblical text. Each form of criticism aids in that process.

. A Church Father is someone who was an influential theologian or writer in the early Church. As translator of the Bible into
Latin, Jerome fits the bill.

. The English translation of Lectio Divino is “sacred reading,” a method of praying the Scripture.

. The literal sense of the Bible is the . . . meaning conveyed by the words of Scripture and discovered by exegesis, following
the rules of sound interpretation” (CCC, 116). The difference between a literal reading of and a literalist reading of Scripture
is as follows: A /iteral reading takes into account what the author intended to convey; a literalist reading takes only the exact
meaning of the words without considering any other factors.

. The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls gave scholars access to much earlier versions of the Scriptures, thus enabling them to

thenticate other biblical lations and

. Another term for the Liturgy of the Hours is the Divine Office.

. St. Jerome translated the Bible in a cave in Bethlehem.
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If any student(s) created a model of the Ark of the
Covenant (Ongoing Assignment number 8), dis-
play it and allow time for the class to view it and the
model makers to explain their work. Do the same
for students who created a list of the names of God
(Ongoing Assignment number 3).

As time allows, call on various students who handed
in written reports to share their information with the
group.

Take some time to go over any material the students
may have overlooked in their review or that you feel
needs more attention. Allow time for the students to
ask any questions they may have.

Prayer Service

+ Gather the students in a circle around a copy of the
Scripture. Light a candle. Call attention to the poster

containing the prayer the class composed in Lesson 2.

Pray the prayer as a class.
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on poster board, duplicating the Hebrew

lttering 30d. Eoglish translation. Check

this website for more informtion:

+ The Names of God: www.Ldolphin.org/
him.

. Prepare a PowerPoint presentation on w0
‘or more archacological st in sracl The
Following inks can get you tared on your
rescarch:

8. Individually or with a partner construct a
‘model of the Ark of the Covenant.

9. Read both of these articles. Report an at
least three new insights you gained from
your reading:

+ Blizabeth McNamer, “The Bible from

* Sandra Schneiders, LEM, lnterpreting
the Bible: The Right and the Respon-

oy wwwifba.org/fnds.php.
+ Archacology and the Bible:

sibilty":
NewsletterySFS/an0997.asp.

t/feishhistory huac U inks/
Aschacology.hum
+ Ol Testament Gateway: wwwoigate
ogy i

Locate some of your favorite Seripire
passages Creae  parchment ke, legan,
illustrated manuseript of your bivica pas-
sage. Do it this way:

way 10 pray the Sa-
ered Scriptures, and 1o meet the living God, is
the devotional reading of the Bible. For cenfu-
ries Catholics have practiced a method of prayer
derived from the Benedictine tradition known as
Lectio Diving,that s, “sacred reading.” The pur-
pose of the sacred reading of God's Word is not
necessarily o cover a lot of teritory or t0 use
study aids or take notes. s purpose i simply to

with him, Therefo

g
puter font.
+ Find an uppeopeiate lusaration that

sage, read it slowly and atteutvely, and let your
imagination, emations, memory, desires, and

passage.
. Report on the Galileo Affar. See wvw

Pray with the Bible usiog Leerio Divina. Se-
llect your Seripture readings from the Mass read-

world/wh000S himl

ings for the day
shimi). Then follow these steps:

than English, perhaps one you are study-
ing. Use Matthew’s version of the Lord's
Prayer (Mt 6:9-13). You can find various
forcign language Bibles at this website:

* Intemet Christian Library: wwewiclnet

1. Reading (lectio). Select a short Bible pas-
sage. Read it slowly. Pay attention to cach.

. Thinking (meditatio), Savor the passage.
Read it again. Reflect on t. This time fecl
i . Picture the

himlsbibles

images that aise from your imagination.

Background Information

Consecrated Under God’s Word

At the ordination of a bishop, the consecrating bishop, with his hands extended over the bishop-elect, offers the following prayer

of consecration:

God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Father of mercies and God of all consolation, you dwell in heaven, yet
look with compassion on all that is humble. You know all things before they came to be; by your gracious word

you have established the plan of your Church.

From the t you chose the d

of Abraham to be your holy nation. You established rulers and

priests, and did not leave your sanctuary without ministers to serve you. From the creation of the world you
have been pleased to be glorified by those whom you have chosen.

[The following part of the prayer is recited by all the consecrating bishops, with hands joined:]

So now pour out upon this chosen one the power that is from you, the governing Spirit whom you gave to your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, the Spirit given by him to his holy apostles, who founded the Church in every place
to be your temple for the unceasing glory and praise of your name.

[Then the principal consecrator continues alone.]

Father, you know all hearts. You have chosen your servant for the office of bishop. May he be a shepherd to
your holy flock, and a high priest blameless in your sight, ministering to you night and day; may he always gain
the blessing of your favor and offer the gifts of your holy Church. Through the Spirit who gives the grace of
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Introduction to Sacred Scripture 45

Pay attntion to any thoughts or memories
the passage might callforh from you.

. Pray (oratio). Reflect on what he Lord
mightbe saying 1o youin this passage. Talk
10 him a5 you would 0 a frend. Ask him

daily ife? How does i relae o the people
‘you encounte evry day? Mightthere bea
Spocial message inthis Seipture seletion
ust or you? Pay attion 0 any insights
{he Holy Sprt might sead you.

. Contemplation (contemplatio). St n the
prescnce of the Lord. Imagine i looking
on you with great love in his heart. Rest
quicty in his presence. Thereis no need to
hink here, just enjoy your tme with i
a5 two riends would who quietly it on &
pork bench garing togeher a1 a sunset.

. Resoluion Take an nsght tht you gained
from your sacred reading” and resolve o
apply it 0 yourlfe. echaps it s simply &
materofsaying  simple praye of thanks,
Perhaps tis ( be more pfient wih some-
one inyourif.Let he wordtheHoly Spir-
itspoke fo you come alive in your ife.

+ Refletion: Which passage spoke mast
decply to your heart? Why?

+ Resalution: Trytheform of praying for a
feas en minuis fo he next o

MIA }IND 7 J93dey)

If any student(s) completed Assignment 5 and made
a “parchment-like,” illustrated Scripture passage,
display it and have the creator read it aloud with rev-
erence. If no one did Assignment 5, be ready with

a passage of your choosing (e.g., the passage from
Isaiah 40, on page 27 of the Student Text).

Use the process of Lectio Divino (pages 44-45) to
lead the students—or have a student lead—in prayer
over this passage.

Join hands, close the circle, and pray the Lord’s
Prayer together. (Note: If a student completed
Ongoing Assignment number 7 and brought a copy
of the Lord’s Prayer in a language other than English,
invite her or him to offer it as well.)

Conclude by singing an appropriate hymn.

Q Background Information continued

high priesthood grant him the power to forgive sins as you have commanded, to assign ministries as you have de-
creed, and to loose every bond by the authority which you gave to your apostles. May he be pleasing to you by his
gentleness and purity of heart, presenting a fragrant offering to you, through Jesus Christ, your Son, through whom
glory and power and honor are yours with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, now and for ever Amen.

Ordination of a Bishop, #26

During the above prayer, the Book of the Gospels is held open, with the writing down, over the head of the kneeling bishop-elect. The
new bishop begins his ministry “under”—subject to and as the servant of—the Word of God.
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Chapter 2 Test
Teaching Approaches

* Allow sufficient time for the students to work on the
Chapter 2 Test (starting on page 291 and also online
at www.avemariapress.com). Collect tests as the stu-
dents finish.

o Homework

1. Read the following text sections of Chapter 3: “Best Seller” (pages 48-49) and “Formation of the Old Testament”
(pages 49-53).

2. Call students’ attention to the feature, For Reflection, on page 49. Tell them to be ready to share any history of a Bible that is
part of their family and growing up. Encourage them also to recall any oral traditions their family has—stories family members
tell and re-tell. Suggest they look back at the “family stories” they wrote in Chapter 1 (see Chapter 1, Lessons 4 and 5).

3. Examine the Chapter 3 Ongoing Assignments on pages 70-71.

o Chapter 2 Test Answers

Part 1: Fill-in-the-Blanks (3 points each)

Part 2: True or False (3 points each)

Part 3: Essays (5 points each)

Part 4: Make a List (1 point each)
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