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For My Family

Sharing the Story

Jesus Blesses the Children

Jesus had special friends who he chose to be his
helpers. Jesus and his special friends, or disciples,
traveled from town to town to remind people about
the good news of God’s love.

Hearing that Jesus was visiting their town, many
people hurried to listen to him. They believed Jesus
was a great teacher. They wanted to see him and
listen to him. Some people asked him questions
about God.

Sometimes Jesus answered their questions by
telling the people stories. These stories helped
people to understand what Jesus was teaching them.
One very important thing that Jesus taught the
people was that they were to always try their best to
live as children of God.

One time when Jesus was teaching the people,
parents brought their little children, even babies,
to him. They wanted Jesus to touch and bless their
children. When the disciples of Jesus saw what the
people were doing, they told the people and their
children to go away and to leave Jesus alone.

Jesus saw and heard what his disciples were
doing, and he stopped them. He said, “Let the little
children come to me. You are to learn to love God as
these little children love.”

Jesus turned to the children. He invited them to
come to him. Jesus put his hands on them and he
blessed them.

After that Jesus and his disciples went to
another place.

BASED ON MATTHEW 19:13-15,
MARK 10:13-16 AND LUKE 18:15-17

Scripture Background

Children in Jesus’ time were treated as insignificant at
best and as examples of poor behavior or subjects to be
trained at worst. Thus, it is not surprising that the disciples
turned them away. What is important is that Jesus, in stark
contrast, holds children up as a model
of those who will inherit the Kingdom of God.

Nurturing Our Children

Your kindergarten
child’s notion of right and wrong
is developing. While adults might see
the value of sharing or being a good sport
even when they are losing, this is often not
the perspective from which kindergarteners view
their relationship with other people. Do not jump to
the conclusion that your child is being intentionally
selfish when they do not wish to share. Cognitively,
children this age still view the world from “their”
perspective—they are the center of the world.
Support and positively reinforce your child’s
efforts as they grow socially and morally.

Living Our Faith Together

Here are three activities to do with your child:

= Read the Bible story “Jesus Blesses the Children”
with your child. Talk about how your family
welcomes people. Talk about how your family
lives as children of God.

= Together with your child, make a welcome sign to
hang near your front door.

= Just as Jesus welcomed the children, help your child
begin to understand that they were welcomed into
the Church at Baptism. Through Baptism we are
joined to Christ, given the gift of the Holy Spirit, and
become children of God. We are called to live a holy
life and to live as Jesus taught.

= Visit www.RCLBenziger.com where you will
find games, activities, stories of saints and tips for
creating a faith-filled home.

P Praying e
as a Family s
4" Invite your child to pray this or a similar prayer
with you before you read this week'’s Bible story.
Begin with praying the Sign of the Cross.
God our Father, we thank you
for sending us Jesus to be our friend.
L Help us fo be kind to other people
% andfo live as your children &
and friends of Jesus.







A Jesus recibe




Jesus bendijo a los nifios

Jesus ensenaba a todos a vivir

como hijos de Dios. Q'\h
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Para mi familia

Educamos a nuestros niiios

Su nifo de kindergarten

cOMPartlmos el relato L esta desarrollando la nocion de

]esﬁs bendice a los nifios lo correcto y lo incorrecto. Mientras

que los adultos podrian apreciar el valor de
Jestis tuvo amigos especiales a quienes El eligio compartir o de ser buenos deportistas aunque estén
para que fueran sus ayudantes. Jestis y sus amigos perdiendo, esta no suele ser la perspectiva desde la
peciales, o discip de una pobl que los nifios de kindergarten ven su relacién con los
a otra para anunciarle a la gente la buena nueva del demé§. NQ seapresurena concluir que su piﬁo estd sieqdo
S OideDios? egoista intencionalmente cuando no quiere compartir.

At e s O e R R Cognmvamente,”los" nifios de gsta edad todavia ven

el mundo desde “su” perspectiva; ellos son el centro
poblacién, muchas personas corrfan a escucharlo. del mundo. Apoyen y refuercen positivamente
Crefan que Jesis era un gran maestro. Querfan verlo los esfuerzos de su nifio a medida que crece
y escucharlo. Algunas personas le hacian preguntas en el aspecto social y moral.
sobre Dios.

En ocasiones, Jestis respondia sus preguntas
conténdoles relatos. Estos relatos ayudaban a &l Vivimos nuestra fe unidos
las personas a entender lo que Jests les estaba Estas son cuatro actividades que pueden hacer con su nifio:
ensefando. Algo muy importante que Jesis # Lean con su nifio el relato biblico “Jestis bendice a los
ensefiaba a las personas era que siempre debfan nifos". Hablen sobre cémo en su familia se recibe a las
esforzarse al méximo por vivir como hijos de Dios. personas. Conversen sobre cémo los miembros de su

Una vez en la que Jests estaba ensefiando a las familia viven como hijos de Dios.
personas, algunos padres le llevaron a sus nifios Junto con su nino, hagan un letrero de bienvenida para
pequeios, incluso a los bebés. Querfan que Jests i colgarlo cerca de la puerta principal.
tocara y bendijera a sus nifios. Cuando los discipulos Al igual que Jesus recibi6 a los nifios, ayuden a su nifio
de Jestis vieron lo que las personas hacian, les dijeron para que comience a entender que en su Bautismo la

aellas ya sus nifios que se fueran y dejaran tranquilo lglgsia lo reci i6a él._Par medio del Bautis}'no estamos
unidos a Cristo, recibimos el don del Espiritu Santo y nos

Al 3 5 5 volvemos hijos de Dios. Estamos llamados a vivir una vida

Jests vioy 0y6 lo que sus discipulos estaban santa y a vivir como Jests nos ensefd.
haciendo y los detuvo. Les dijo: “Dejen que los nifios : Visiten www.RCLBStoriesofGodsLove.com y encontraran
vengan a mi. Ustedes deben aprender a amar a Dios juegos, actividades, historias de santos y sugerencias para
como estos pequenos nifos aman’. crear un hogar colmado de fe.

Jesus se dirigio a los nifos y los invit6 a que se le
acercaran. Jests les impuso las manos y los bendijo.

Después de eso, Jestis y sus discipulos partieron
hacia otro lugar.

BASADO EN MATEO 19, 13-15,
'MARCOS 10, 13-16 Y LUCAS 18, 15-17
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Rezamos
ere
en familia
' Inviten a su nifio a rezar con ustedes esta oracionu
otra similar antes de leer el relato biblico de esta semana.
Comiencen haciendo juntos la Senal de la cruz.
Dios Padre nuestro, te agradecemos
por enviarnos a Jesds para que sea huestro amigo. j
Ayiidanos a ser bondadosos con los demés
y a vivir eomo hjjos fuyos

4

Informacién acerca i
de las Escrituras 3,&
%

En la época de Jess, los nifios eran personas insignificantes, en el
mejor de los casos, y ejemplos de mala conducta o de individuos
que debian ser disciplinados, en el peor de los casos. Por esto, iaoa de Jesii
no es de extranar que los discipulos los alejaran. Lo importante gleomoianigosde vesisr
es que Jestis, marcando un contraste absoluto, pone a los nifos - Amén. .
como modelo para quienes quieran heredar el Reino de Dios. - S .
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