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HE EXISTS? HE DOESN'T EXIST an

What We Can Know




 Why many people don't want to know about God
Mo doubt some people have already told you:

GOD doesn’t exist! God is merely an invention.

Many people have a strange interest in saying that God does
not exist. Why are they so aggressive Loward God, wanting ev-
erything that reminds us of him to disappear from the world?
Surely, it should be a matter of total indifference to them? Per-
haps they don’t want to know about God because then they
would have to change their lives completely. If God does ex-

ist, if God is absolute goodness and desires nothing else but

-+ 357

Is atkeism
always a sip
against God?

goodness, then it is absolutely impossible to lie, to commit
adultery, take drugs, cheat others, and regard ourselves as
the center of the universe. That is, it is impossible to do these
things without ultimately having to face the consequences of
such actions.

Again, many people call themselves atheists simply because
they think it is more cool to be, 50 to speak, their own “god”
and to decide for themselves what is good and bad. But some-
one who puts his own ego at the center of everything is simply
an egaotist,

We have all met such egotists from time to time, and they tend
to be rather unpleasant people. Such people are implicitly
atheists, for itis clear that in their world view there can be no
one bigger, better, cleverer, more beautiful, or more deserving
than they are themselves,

+5

Why do people
deny that God
exizks, if they
can knoe him by
reagan?
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AT (Memade
S men L)
that they shauld
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Yt he is not far
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s, far Tn him we
live and move and
have cur heing.’

hets 17:27-28
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Can somenne
accept che thaory
af pvolution and
still believe in the
Creator?

And what if I can't find God?
But there are alse people who are by no means ego-

tistical and yet still do not believe in God. They often say, I

can’t find God; he is nowhere to be found. Perhaps it would

help themto stap and think very carefully. It is a matter of log-

ic—and for this we need to engage our little gray brain cells,

and engage them 100% (hence the following page is only for

people who can really think straight):

1.

3.

Everything we see in the universe has a cause, a reason
it exists. I exist because my parents gave life to me. The
rocky cliffs on the coast exist because of mavements in the
earth's crust over millions of years that caused the land to
be raised higher than the sea. For each thing we see around
us, there must be something else that gave rise to it.

. The universe {the totality of things and beings existing in

space and time) also exists.

Hence there must necessarily be something that is the
cause/the reason for the existence of the universe. It would
be totally illogical to assume that the mouse, the ocean,
and the stars all have a cause for their existence but that
the universe does not have such a cause. Even the universe

as a whole cannot exist “without cause”,

. The cause or reason for the universe as a whole must, how-

ever, be greater than, and above all entirely different from,




the universe itself and everything within it.

What has brought forth both space and time

cannot itself be a part of space and time.

5. This “something” that is greater than every-

"

thing in the warld and that must necessarily
exist, since otherwise the universe itself
would be without cause, we call GOD.

.; The miracle of the little grain of sand
“* TEST IT for yourself: Try for a moment to

imagine “nothing”“—in other words, absolute nothingness, not

even a kind of darkness or a great emptiness—no: really, ab-
solutely, nothing. Nothing, nothing, nothing! Not even think-
ing. Simply nothing.

Bet you don't succeed! The philosopher Leibniz ance said that

there is only one great question in the world:

A\l

Why is there anything at all, and not simply nothing?

L

The fact is, the one thing we actually simply cannot imag-
ine—namely, nothing—is the ane thing that should be
self-evident. The normal thing to assume would be that
there is simply nothing, and there's an end tao it!

But in fact there is something. We know this with absolute
certainty. And even if there were anly a single tiny grain of
sand and nathing else—even that would be an incredible
miracle, For ane single tiny grain of sand alone would de-
stroy “nothingness”,

There must be someone there who has uttered his great
“Yes” to everything that exists, who has willed that "some-
thing” should exist and not “nothing” instead.

We Christians call this “Someone”, who has created the uni-
verse out of nothing, God.

And we say that God is the CREATOR of the world,

<43

Is the world
a product of
change?

2

Why did God
creatbe us?
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Who creazed the
warld?

Hawever, we must not imagine the Creator as someone who in

the beginning made all things with a snap of his fingers and
then sat back and rested. It was notonly in the beginning that
God spoke his great “Yes” to the world. He does so still, in ev-
ery millisecond. Forever, until the end of the world, he contin-
ues to speak his great yes-world-I-will-that-you-exist.

, 9 ‘W are nol

some casuzl and
mezningless prod-
uct of evolution.
Fach af usis the
result of a thought
af Gad. Each af us
i% willed, each of
wh i3 loved, each of
s s necessany.
POPE BEMEDICT x4
Aprfl 24, 2003

Without God's “Yes”, which he speaks in this very second while
you are reading these words, the universe with all its Milky
Ways and solar systems would instantly sink into nothing-
ness—just as though someone had switched off the projector
and the film was over.




The end of the little gray brain cells
How can we actually knaw anything at all about God?

In arder to know the fact of God's existence, our little gray
brain cells are enough. To know that God must exist, one does
not need much more than a logical mind. The idea of 2 world in
which everything has a reason except for the world itself must
strike any reasonable person as nonsense.

But of course we would like to know mare about this myste-
rious being without wham EVERYTHING would be NOTHING.

Whao is this God, then? What is his relationship toward what he
has created? What is God himself like? Is God perhaps cold and
cruel? Is he without feelings, like a machine? Or is he perhaps
full of love?

Of himself, man can give no answer to these guestions. Not
even the greatest philosophers and thinkers can do so. Not
Aristotle, not Plato, not Kant, not Hegel. And anyone who
claims to be able to know what Goed himself is like is either
nuts or a fraud.

What? So do we humans have 10 CRH@NCe of knowi ng
whether the ultimate cause of the universe is good or evil?
Whether we can trust in the Creator of the world because he is
good? Or whether we have been thrust into this world by a cru-
el tyrant, whao simply toys with us, only to utterly annihilate us
tomarrow or the day after?

But there is such a possibility. God could decide to communi-
cate with us. We call this REVELATION. In what way could he
do this? Perhaps like this:

& He might write in giant letters af flame along the horizon:
T do exist. And actually I am nice. God."

-+ 4

Can we tnow the
existence of God
by our reason?

+7

Why did God have

ta shew himselfin
erder for us to ba

able ta knaw what
heis like?
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have access o the
Falher and come to
thare in the divine
nature.

Serend Yatian
Courdl, fef Ferbum

a9 An0EY MONN YD 38 LYHM ‘2

[
(=

hJ
=

57733 RIVEE A0 470417 1M1 40 ONY JHL




varicus ways God
spoka af gld to
our fathess by the
praphets; butin
these last days he
has spaken to us
by a Son, wham
be appainted tha
bl of all Lhings,
through wham
also he created the
MpEs

HEB 1:1-2
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Herw can we

respaid Lo hod

when he speaks
1 us?
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Faith—whal is it?
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Haw dees ore go
about believing?

# He might announce divine news bulletins, ringing out
aver the warld in a voice of thunder: “Today T have decid-
ed ... ete.”, or: “The next news bulletin from me will be on
Wednesday. God."

Think for a moment about the word REVELATION. It's a bit like
when you fall in love, You know nothing about the boy or girl
of your dreams until you suddenly click and one of you says to
the ather, “Do you know, I've fallen totally in love with you!”
You may have watched each other and had your eye on each
other—or you may even have read books about men and women
and the meaning of love. But you know nothing! What counts
is the mament when the other person REVEALS himself to you.
He has to open his heart and say those amazing wards: “All this
time I have longed far nathing else but your love!”

hctually, God has revealed (or shown) himself to mankind in
many different ways—sometimes as mighty and powerful (in
natural events orin the fate of entire nations), and sometimes
as quiet and gentle, in the way God touches an individual hu-
man heart. The amazing thing is that God really wants to talk
to you and to me as though we were the only peaple in the
world—and the most important,

If we have understead this and choose to listen to God's voice,
then that is what we call faith.

God shows himself to me. I hear God's voice—and T respond:

“There you are, my Lord and my God. Thank you for seeing me
and speaking within me. T BELIEVE in you. Lead me and gquide
me. Bless my life and the life of every person.”

When a person recognizes the God who reveals himself, when
he believes in him and responds to him in his heart, then that
iswhat we call PRAYER.

. A God who reveals himself, and a book like no other
God has to reveal himself so that we can understand




mare about him. And that is exactly what HE does. The eter-
nal, Almighty God, whao is unfathomable to us men, actually
did (and does) emerge from his silence. HE reveals himself.
God even lays bare something of his innermost thoughts. He
allows us to look into his very Heart—if one can speak of God in
such terms, That is what happens in your life and in the lives of
all those who listen in prayer to the voice of God and who seek
and have sought for the footsteps of God in their lives, And we
aren’t starting from scratch in this.

The BIBLE is the boak where you can read haw God first showed
himself in the history of the people of Israel, how he revealed
himself little by little to mankind, until in Jesus he gave ex-
pression to the most profound truth about himself—that is to
say, how immense his divine love is.

For long ages men had only vague notions about God or the
gods, Entire nations imagined God to be a being to whom they
even had to offer human sacrifices in order to gain his favor.
Only in the life of the people of Israel does it become clear
that God is no many-headed monster of whom they must live
permanently in fear. The truth that there is only ane God, that
he is good and faithful to these wha trust in him, has been re-
vealed in the lives of many individual men and women—maoth-
ers, fathers, children, praphets, kings, and saints. Abraham
encounters Gad beneath the starry sky, while Moses encoun-
Lers him in the burning thorn bush, You know the starfes.

All these experiences of God's presence were written down—
in an unbelievably colorful and rich book. Pope Benedict XVL
once compared the BIBLE to a garden, a bright and wonder-
fully beautiful garden in which the mast profound insights
about God appear like exguisite flowers, If we read the BIBLE
and stay in touch with God as we do so, then it is as if we were
to find ourselves stelling in the garden of the Holy Spirit”™, the
Pope said. “We talk to him and he talks to us.”
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