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He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and
went according to his custom into the synagogue on
the sabbath day. He stood up to read and was handed
ascroll of the prophet Isaiah.

~—Luke a:16-17
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q Advance Preparation

EW

OF NAZARETH

B Ty knowing Jesus nvolves aceepting him into our ves through the grace and nterior “Jesusiok Nasdrety > “PalestinesiThecHoly, Laud, eLan:

Using the Section: The film Where Jesus Walked from
NE: THE HOLY LAND Audio-visual Resource list

Extending the Section: poster boards, #2 pencils, col-
ored markers or pencils; atlases of the Middle East;
large wall map of the Middle East; rolls of newsprint
or wide shelf paper

“Religious Feasts and Practices of Jesus’ Time,” “The Po-
litical Climate in First-Century Palestine”
Using the Section: Internet photo or photos of the
Jewish synagogue of Capernaum; Bibles for each stu-
dent; previewed segments of the film Jesus of Naza-

L IMATE IN FIRST-CENTURY PALESTINE reth to illustrate the political climate of Jesus’ day

T i G TR o Extending the Section: Bibles or New Testaments for

B iccabean Revolt, rulers fike Herod, and requirements under Roman law L A B

B e otrbute o he e anc sy of Jsis. each smde‘m, arrangements for a_].EWISh guest speak-
er (a rabbi or knowledgeable Jewish adult)

FS AND PRACTICES

e Aramaic. This language, along with Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, helps us to ap-
& Certain aspects of the New Testament n a richer context.

“Jewish Beliefs and Practices,” “Religious Sects in Jesus’

& New Testament s deeply rooted in the Jewish people, their religious beliefs, practices, Time,” “Other People in the New Testament”
- Warm Up: half-sheets of paper—one per student;
ol JS SECTS IN JESUS’ TIME copies of Chapter 2 Handout 2, “Jesus the Messiah”;

B e Sackducess, Pharsees, Essnes, and Zealos were four important reigous sects that Bibles for each student | .
I s viable during New Testament times. Extending the Section: Bibles for each student; print-

ons, and expectations for a Messiah,

ed copies of material from the Catholic Catechism
(CCG, 328-336) on angels; printed copies of the
Fax collctors, common peaple, Gentles, and women were among special groups that Ten Commandments

et an impact on Jesus and the New Testament.

FOPLE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

graphy (continued from page 54)
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Introducing the Chapter

A primary goal of this chapter is to remind the stu-
dents that Jesus actually walked the earth in a specific
time and place in history as a historical person. From his-
tory, we know several things about Jesus—that he came
from Nazareth, that he was a devout Jew, that he could
read, and that he knew more than one language.

Chapter 2 looks at important parts of Jesus’ world to
help us to understand more about him.

Palestine, the Holy Land, is explored. Its four major
terrains and major cities are named and described in the
context of how the geography impacted the life and min-
istry of Jesus.

Jesus spoke a special dialect of Aramaic, a common

“Then you must know a great deal a
Tell me: \r\'lnl(mm\n was he born in?
You did not mourn. “What was i age when he died?”
~Matthew 11:16-17 "

He spoke to them anather parable. “The king-
domof heaven s ke yoast that a woman took

ixed with three moasures of wheat flour
Unti the whole batch was leavened

~Matthow 13:33

You certainly know very lite for a man,
claims (0 be converted to Christ.”

Jesus of Nazareth

Closely examine the two Gospel quotations above
and the one on page 52. Though short, they reveal
some important facts about Jesus' lfe. For example,
we learn in the first two passages that Jesus was &
keen observer of ordinary people. He watched the
games of children and knew how wife made
rcad Pt e o i s o ki
In the first passage, he compared those who refised

language of his day. Because he studied in the sy
it is likely that Jesus also knew some Hebrew, the lan-
guage of the Jewish scriptures.

The importance of the synagogue and Temple in the
life of Jesus and the religious rituals and practices associ-
ated with each are discussed.

The chapter then moves into an overview of the po-
litical climate in first century Palestine. The harsh situa-
tion for Jews living under Roman rule in the time of Jesus
heightened Jewish desire and expectations for a Messiah.
When Jesus came, he met the expectations for some, but
failed to meet the militaristic and expectations of power
of many more.

To further explain the religious and cultural climate
in which Jesus lived, more clarification is offered about
the Jewish messianic expectations, the covenant and To-
rah, and beliefs about judgment, resurrection, and the
spirit world.

As students move to deeper study of the New Testa-
ment, several names of Jewish sects will arise including
the Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes, and Zealots. Explana-
tions of the origins and special beliefs of each of these
sects are offered.

Finally, the chapter focuses on other people of sig-
nificance in the New Testament: tax collectors, common
people, Gentiles, and women.

‘This chapter offers a necessary prelude to the more
detailed study of the New Testament, but it is merely a pre-
lude. The students are very willing to absorb these details
at the beginning of a course. Try not to let the details get
in the way of the real purpose of the course: meeting the
living Lord in the pages of the New Testament.

10wy chikdren at lay Inthesee-

ond, he compared the activity of God's Kingdom o

the subtle ffect of leven (ycas)on bread.
Finally, the third passage reveals several other in-

teresting things about Jesus:

1. He came from Nazareth.

2 e cutomaily grave it g o . Allng 1> pecs. My i s hlden ol
Jowis doy of estshe Sabbads my return home cach cvening, Bt now L have

up drink; we are out of dch:; ours is now a

cred Scriptures of the Chosen People were writ-
ten in this language.
From this very bricf passage, we can conclude, knew the Jesus who
hereore, dha Jesus was an educated, Herae, obsrportant goa of
Lackgronnd toinma

ing the gold you can mine about Jesus get a clearer picture of this v(m'uk.)hlrpcrsnn
cflly reading even the bricfet o

terior helps of the Holy Spirit—]esus into our lives:

( Intemet Resources

Bible History Online
Great links to wonderful graphics.

www.Bible-hi /bh

Chancey, Mark and Meyers, Eric. “How Jewish was Sepphoris in |

Jesus” Time?” Biblical Archaeology Review, July-August; 2000.

www.bib-arch.org. Then do a search for articles about Sepphoris.

Charlesworth, J.H. ‘]&sns and Jehohanen: An Archeological Note ‘

on Crucifixion.” Originally published in the Expository Times,

1973; repllblished on tl:e lnm-m:t lry PBS Frontline.

Www.pbs.

html

de Lacey, Douglas R. “Pharisees.”
p:

Edersheim, Alfred. “Sketches of Jewish Social Life.”

www.ccel.org/ccel/edersheim/sketches.html

db/links.cfm?cat=28&sub=3

'wgbh/pag religion/jesus/

html
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CHAPTER TWO ; The New Testament World of Jesus

in the northern coastal areas. (Since the Philistines
were great enemies of Isracl, Jews hated this name.)
Roughly the shape of a rectangle, Palestine stretches
145 miles north to south (from Dan o Beersheba)
and from 25 miles wide in the north o its greatest
width of 87 miles near the Dead Sea in the south.
Palestine has always held a strategic place in
world history—the keystone of the “fertle crescent.”
It bridges two continents, playing a key international
itcal, and cultural role. In the an-
d as the crossroads for Egyptian,
later became an

Geography
‘The geography of Palestine includes four major
There is a coastal plain along the Mediter-
ranean Sea from the Phoenician city of Sidon in the
north to Gaza in the south. Jesus made only a briel
visit t0 this region to Sidon and Tyre.
A sccond type of terrain s the dominant geo-
graphical feature in Palestine—a mountain range

e expian thedierence between ‘ouing of
B e kg him?

'e: The Holy Land

B’ public ministry took place in the geo-
arca the Jews of New Testament times

to Bethiehem

runing north and south, paraleling the Mediterra-
nean seacoast about ffy miles inland. On the crest
of this chain the Jews bl some of their principal
The Grecks called this s o

cities, including Jerusalem and Bethlehem. West of
afaring pirates who once lived

Interet Resources (continued from page 56)
ito His Own: on the World of Jesus
Good information on the political, social, intellectual, and cultural cli-
of Jesus’ time.
ip//virtualreligion.net/iho/
s on the Historic Jesus
me helpful maps provided.
historicjesus.com/maps/index.html
feier, John P. “The Historical Jesus and the Historical Samari-
s: What Can Be Said?” Biblica 81; 2000.
bsw.org/21=718118&a=Comm05.html
tine in the Time of Jesus: Social Structures and Social Conflicts
es and information provided to supplement K.C. Hanson and Douglas

kehanson.com/PT)/ptj. html

indows into the World of Jesus
www.columbusmennonite.org/Bible/default.htm

Jesus of Nazareth and Palestine:
(pages 54-55) The Holy Land (pages
55-59) and Language and Dialect
of Jesus' Time (pages 59-61)

Objectives

The goals of these sections are to enable students to:

e uncover basic knowledge about Jesus from the
scriptures.
demonstrate a basic familiarity with Palestine,
including the significance of Capernaum and
Jerusalem.
describe the Jerusalem of Jesus' day, including
its relation to Samaria.
identify Jesus’ native tongue and other languag-
es he may have spoken.

Summary and Background Information

Chapter 2 opens by examining some facts about Je-
sus that are revealed in the Gospels. A short narrative
builds on these facts and encourages students to really
think about what it means to really know Jesus.

Knowing about the world of Jesus helps us understand
the Bible better and enables us to know the Lord at a deep-
er level. This section provides excellent background infor-
mation on the land Jesus inhabited and the languages that
he and his p spoke and undk d.

The Holy Land at the time of Christ is described in
its geography, major regions, and prominent cities. Maps
invite students to acquaint themselves more deeply with
Jerusalem and surrounding locales, and one activity en-
courages them to use both a map and Bible.

The end of this trio of topics provides students with
additional information about Aramaic, the language Jesus
spoke. Other languages pertinent for studying Scripture—
namely Hebrew, Greek, and Latin—are also described
and discussed. This brief focus on languages spoken dur-
ing Christ’s time will help students to appreciate certain
aspects of the New Testament in a deeper, richer way.
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Warm Up

1.

Use the For Reflection question on page 55 concerning
the difference between “knowing of” and “knowing”
Jesus as the platform for this Warm Up. Have students
address this concept from their own lived experiences
of getting to know someone well. Do they have friends
they know extremely well? What was the process like
in getting to know this person? Were there surprises
along the way? Was getting to know this person scary
at the beginning? Shift this discussion to focus on the
Jesus question. What does it mean to krow Jesus as
opposed to knowing about him?

2 Have students read and complete the Mind
Logo Activity, “What Happened in the Holy

Land?” on page 56. The Chapter 2, Handout

1 provides a format for this activity. Allow fifteen

to twenty minutes for students to do the first part of

this assignment. Call on students to answer the ques-

tions. Have students complete the suggested Power-
Point® presentation at home.

Using the Section

1

Show a previewed segment (fifteen to twenty
minutes) of Where Jesus Walked, a 90-minute docu-
drama, available through Ignatius Press, to give stu-
dents a feel for the terrain and natural flora and
fauna of the Holy Land.

Point out that (the Holy Land) at 145 miles long and
87 miles across at the widest, Palestine was about the
same size, in area, as the state of Massachusetts. Al-
though some people traveled by donkey, most people
walked short distances in caravans. From Nazareth
or Capernaum to Jerusalem was a distance of about
ninety miles, a dusty walk that most Jews would have
made several times a year. One writer suggests that
Jesus—and his followers—may have walked an av-
erage of twenty miles a day during Jesus' three years
of public ministry. During his lifetime, Jesus may have
walked as many as twenty thousand miles throughout
Palestine.

Ask students if knowing a bit more about the geogra-
phy of Palestine and the walking Jesus did helps them
to understand the stories he told and the analogies
he used. (Jesus told many stories about farming,
birds, trees, the weather, etc. because those who
listened to Jesus lived more of their lives outdoors.
They were sensitive to the lessons of nature.) Can
students recall any nature stories Jesus told?

Encounterng Jesus i e New Testament

this mountain range were arable lands while to their The fourth
cast was a barren wildernes. The bulk of Jesus' ac- Transjordan—th -
tivites took place in th n. River and the Dy the far north lis th
Eastof the mountains is the third type of terrain  mous Mount Hermon, which may have been the
of Palestine—the great Rift Valley, through which nsfiguration. In the area of the D
flows the meandering Jordan River. Rising in the s, the Seriptures report that Jesus drove an arsa
rth tains, this i - herd of pigs that threw itsef off 4
iful freshwater Sea of Galilee (also called Lake G 5
nesaret or Lake Tiberias in the New Testament) and
then narrows into a fertile valley on its way 0 the
saltest of all bodies of water i the world-—the Dead
Sea. John the Baptist's ministry took place on both
banks of the lower Jo ver where Jesus himselfl  Galilee in center of Jo
was baptized. arthly clasively rich land of
tile, rolling hills, ruled in Jesus' lifetime by Ha

p
Answers to “What Happened in the Holy Land?”
(page 56 of the ST ) and Handout 1 (page 295)

©  Where did the resurrected Jesus eat 2 meal with two disci-
ples? (Lk 24:13) Emmaus
To which city was the traveler in the parable of the Good Sa-
maritan going? (Lk 10:30) Jericho
To what did Jesus compare Chorazin and Bethsaida? (Mt
11:20-22) Tyre and Sidon
Where was the birthplace of Peter, Andrew, and Phillip? (Jn
1:44) Bethsaida
Where did the resurrected Jesus appear to the Apostles in
John's Gospel? (Jn 21) Sea of Tiberias or Galilee
Where did Jesus give sight to a blind man (Lk 18:35-43)
and dine with Zacchaeus? (Lk 19:1-10) Jericho
Where did Jesus meet 2 woman at a well and reveal that he
was the living water? (Jn 4:5) Sychar in Samaria
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since it was a power center for King

t pros- Herod Antipas and others who op-

posed Jesus.

Other ~ im-
portant_cities in
Galilee  include
Cana, Bethsaida,

. and Capernaum.

[ son-jews also could be
¢ #he area. This made Gali
S cosmopolitan in outlook.
s tended to look down on
of their more fre-

i with their nonJewish

4 that the Galileans spoke
e Aramaic dialect. Sil,
Sican Jows were very

heir religion.

sl most of his Apostles

- agogue in
Jes Iy sood on the very lo

acraying the fields, bas

& the fields, fishing nets

Jesus performed
s first miracle at

walked on water
near this place. Capernaum served as
the headquarters of Jesus’ Galilean
ministry. He most likely stayed at the
house of the Aposte Peter. He fre-
quently tught in Capernaum’s syn-
agogue. Jesus also performed many
miracles in and around Gapernaum
and paid the Temple tax while re-
sicing there. A recent archacological
dig discovered a fourth-century syn-
ernaum. It most like-
ion where
Jesus once preached. Nearby, ar-
chacologists have uncarthed the fasci-
nating ruins of a fifth-century church
that may have been built on Peter's
house.

a was in the north-

i di

tans descended from forei
intermarried with the old northern
Israclite tribes at the time of Assyria’s
conquest of the northern Kingdom.

Joeph and Jesus, although
or

J ecognized
‘Abraham as their common fathe
However, Jews viewed the Samaritans
as forcigners, perhaps only a notch
above the hated Gentiles.

of Galilee:

Gentiles—A e for 100 Jows,

4. Have the students discuss how they perceive the dif-

ferences to be between living in Jerusalem versus
where Jesus grew up in the little Galilean village of
Nazareth.

Quiz students about what languages Jesus spoke or
knew. Recap much of the material presented in the
text about the primary language that Jesus spoke—
Aramaic. Expand, if you can, on the Gospel examples
of parallel statements, comparisons, and exaggera-
tion that were common in Aramaic speech.

Walk students through the six Learn by Doing proj-
ects suggested for this chapter on page 77. Have
them choose one. Projects are due on the last class
session spent on Chapter 2.

Extending the Section

1.

Divide the students into small groups to make post-
er-size maps of the Holy Land. Provide simple outline
maps of ancient Palestine to each group. Ask them
to use atlases to locate and include the following on
their group map:

Provinces

Northem
{location of Nazaretr)
Middle

Boies oF WaTer
Jordan River
Dead Sea
Mediterranean Sea
Sea of Galileg

Southern
(ocation of Jerusalem)

Display a current and detailed map of Palestine or
Israel. Refer to contemporary political situations that
have occurred there in recent years. Point out the
four major terrains in this region—coastal plain,
mountain range, Rift Valley, and Transjordan.

Divide the class into small groups and give each group
a long roll of newsprint or shelf paper along with art
supplies. Over a week or so, each group should work
together—perhaps at the end of the class period—to
create a historical timeline featuring important events
from 100 BC to AD 500. Outside of class, students
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should do research to identify other historical events
that should be included. Among those important in
Chmuz.n history are:

The birth of Jesus (64 BC)

‘The Roman occupation of Palestine (63 BC-AD

330)

Paul begins to write letters (AD 51)

The death of King Herod (4 BC)

Pilate becomes procurator of Jerusalem (AD

26-36)

The reign of Tiberius (AD 14-37)

The destruction of the Temple (AD 70)

Have students answer the four For Review questions
for the section on Palestine on page 59, and the three
For Review questions for the section on language and
dialect on page 61. Weave the For Reflection ques-
tions from these sections into class discussion.

Encountering Jesusin the New Testament

Like the Sadducees, the Samaritans accepted
only the Law of Moses and thus considerey
only the firs five books of the Bible (the Pentateuch)
Although monotheistc, they rejected the Temple at
Jerusalem because they believed God chose Mount
Gerizim s the proper place of worship. Jews looked
on Samaritan worship as false. The Judeans destroyed
the Mount Gerizim Temple in 128 vc, thus increas-
ing the hate between the two cthnic gro
Jews usually avoided Samaria if they could on their
pilgrimages south to Jerusalem, as Samaritans would
ofien swoop down from the hill to attack them.

Although Jesus did not allow his Apostles t©
preach to the Samaritans (Mt 10:5), he himself was
very loving toward them, even using one of them as
the hero of his Good Samaritan parable (Lik 10:30-

insult him by calling him a Sa-
John 8:48).
‘When the carfest Christians began their mission-

world. Jerusalem's population at that time is
determine. Some scholars put it a
people, with

ferent rades: wool merchas

oil processors, bakers and butchers, m:
ointments and resins, building radesmen, o
grain, and other occupations involving the
tion of food. Since the Trmph

ed the Law.
Other Judean cities of interest are Berhid
the birthplace of Jesus;

ary work, they wrned first to the Samaritans. Inter- |

estingly, today there sill exists a Samaritan church of
between five and six hunderd who meet on Mount
im to offer sacrificial paschal lambs. Economi-
erous. Its most impor-

n city at the time of

Southern Judea con
where Jesus retrcated t
There you can also find the
at 1,300 et below sc
. Tissalt content i

i 4
Jews who returned to the Holy Land afier the (48

‘capivity in Babylon. Many Jewish leaders setled

religious center of Juda-
an population lived in this
ity orin Jericho.
As it'is today in lsracl, Jerusalem was the
main city in Jude jerusalem of
entarod ey ooy Splensd blbag pock
ccts, During his reign, Herod built a wall around

(T
Audio-visual Resources
Dead Sea Scrolls

Includes early footage on the discovery of the scrolls plus interviews with four current scholars. Fascinating and accurate documentary

(50 minutes, Ignatius Press).
The Holy Land

“Ajourney to nearly forty major sites as they appear today . . . with a reminder of what happened there in Biblical history” (56 minutes,

Reader’s Digest).
Jesus and His Times

A three-part series produced by Reader’s Digest. Very

Critics Choice).

and of traditional teachings about Jesus. The segments
titled “The Story Begins,” “Among the People,” and “The Final Days.” Bach segment is approximately an hour long (173 total minute

‘musical score by Maurice Jarre added to the acclaim for this unique and powerful video presentation of the Gospels. This film is wid

kavallable through libraries and video stores.

continued on page 62
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Homework Assignment

:u with Unzh; Great Salt _]Iz;.ns\\ c:;nm] by John lllyv(bu;us in 1 Rel'mﬂd Sludeﬂls to feﬂd '_he next two Chﬂp‘e’f sec-
entand the ocean's at 125 sc. This arca was absorbed into )
Tu‘xmpombk foraper- Judea under Herod the Great'sreign. tions, “Religious Feasts and Practices of Jesus’ Time”
Qe o o on pages 6163 and “The Political Climate in First-

which was brought under Century Palestine” on pages 6367 for the next class

’ session.

Assign the “Facts about the World of Jesus™ activity
5 e e progaghc b (page 55) as homework. Later, recruit 2 small team
B e v ot of students to compile the facts into a single list. Pro-
vide several printed copies for the classroom and, if
IR REFLECTION possible, post the list as a research resource to the

B o ik God chosa e paricaar e and piac 1t e i 10 be ncamated? course website.

and Dialect of B:In 10: 2 the sixth, St .Illwy
Time as the common language of their

land
e emase " Athough the Sacred Sapturs
) ’ were read in Hebrew, in Jesus® day
Wospoken by trbes from: |, not understand He-
brew. So the Seriptures were trans-

lated into Aramaic paraphrases
(known as Targans) when the sacred
Hebrew texts were read aloud in the

ses. The Gospels (written in

etain several Aramaic sayings
€ Jesus like Ephphatha (“be apened”)
and Talitha koun (“Little gitl, get up!”),
The Gospels also_ contain

Abba—n Aama tem of e
deaament meaing “dady” Jesis
the most important example is the | used s vord o teach et God .1
Aramaic word Jesus used when he | lowng Fater

addressed God as “Father™—Abba.
esned 1o Palesiine from

Mssic became the official lan- ind Barabbas. Perhaps

It supplanted the native

Palestine: The Holy Land For Review Questions and Answers

‘Where did Palestine get its name?

Palestine was named by the Greeks afier the Philistines, the seafaring pirates who once
lived in the northern coastal areas.

‘What are the four geographic areas of Palestine?

The four geographic areas of Palestine are coastal plain, mountain range, Rift Valley,
and Tr

List two major cities that figure into Jesus’ life that are located in Galilee and Judea.

Jesus grew up in Nazareth of Galilee. Jesus was born in Bethlebem of Judea and wor-
shipped and was tried in Jerusalem.

Who were the Samarimns’ Discuss two of their beliefs.

The ded from forei who i 1 with the old Israelite
MbesattbehmafAsmmswﬂquestuftbe northern kingdom. They only accepted the
Jfirst five books of the Bible as sacred. They rejected the Temple at Jerusalem, believing
God chose Mount Gerizim as the proper place of worship.
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Creative Leaming

1.

Point out the letters INRI on a class crucifix (or one
you have brought in for this occasion). Refer to the
feature “INRI” on page 60 and ask students to fol-
low through with the second For Reflection activity
on page 61. It involves designing a titulus for a cru-
cifix that would state the student’s belief about Jesus.
This project could be offered as an optional extra-
credit assignment that is ideal for students especially
interested in art and creative writing.

An extra-credit group project could be offered for
students who are interested in cinematography. This
group could tape student responses to the For Re-
flection question on page 59 about why God chose
to become incarnate as Jesus. The videotaped inter-
views could be done spontaneously or after interview
subjects have been given a day or two to consider
their answers.

Invite students interested in Aramaic to consult sev-
eral websites to show the rest of the class how the
word Jesus looks when written in Christ’s native lan-
guage. They can also use pronunciation keys to share
the pronunciation of “Jesus™ and “Abba.” Search the
Internet for Aramaic pronunciation guides.

ncounteing Jesus i the Now Testament

Scholars believe some Hebrew might stll have

been spoken commaonly during Jesus' ifetime, espe-

cially in the southern province of Judea. It may be

that Jesus himself knew a ltde Hebrew, Iearned in the

ymopie i ke Ko v el o 12
b th the learned scribes and Pharise

time w ek known
) Greek. 1‘ became the favored spo-

de as  carpenter, especially

Greek,
aally, sorne Latin was probably used in Pales
tine because of the presence of the Roman occupa-
sin was more likely spoken only by
ficials. Almost certainly, Jesus
ne Greek was the common
the language of commerce
and education. Jews who dealt with foreigners most
often spoke Koine Greek with them.
‘Whether or not Jesus knew any Hebrew or Greek
ebate among biblical scholars, What

y like Sepphoris. He
Sepphos e

forms which are very poetic and memorable—
techniques like allteration, assonance, play on
and parallcism. Some examples include:
L. Purallel statements. Aramaic, like most
romcc v iy S
hily diffes

Give 1o the one who asks of you, and do ek
tum your back on one who wants 1o borrom!
(Mt 5:42)

2. Comparisons. Except for Arat
languages do not have a spe
supertative deg

sus s the best or greatest of
aic you would have 1
another example from Jesus'
he is quoting an Old Testament law:
You have heard that it was said, “You st
love your neighbor and hate your enemy"
(Mt 5:43)

The Old Testament was not teaching that

v s that bis nacie (ongue vas g

and wranslated them back into
amaic. The
about Jesus

ngue, Ar-
reveal much
Semitic specch

the enemy. Jesus took this teaching a step furdhes,

But | say to you, love your enermies, and pr:
for those who persecute you (Mt 5:44)

p
Audio-visual Resources (continued from page 60)

Jesus: The New Way

An excellent series produced by Dr. Tom Wright, noted British biblical scholar who accepts the basic gospel message about Jesus,
so many of those in the Jesus Seminar who have a particular ax to grind. Segments could be used successfully with students or could:

for teacher back
Vision Video/Gateway Films).

Rome: Footsteps of Peter & Paul.

‘The footsteps of these two early Apostles are retraced to I

video, Ignatius Press).
Steps into the Holy Land

d (six 30-minute programs on two vi

ks like the Coliseum

with script, teacher’s guide, and student worksheets;

Prison, and Vatican City (60 minute

Visual tour of the Holy Land including Bethlehem, Calvary, Nazareth, and Jerusalem (60 minute video, Ignatius Press).

Where Jesus Walked

A docu-drama that leads the viewer on a pilgrimage through the Holy Land from Christ’s birth to his Resurrection (90 minute video, Ig-

natius Press).
Yeshua: The Land, the Promise, the Messiah

Presented by Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, Yeshua reveals ancient customs and beliefs with exceptional clarity and detail. Starts with Abraham
and moves through Old Testament history to the time of Jesus. Though produced in the 1980s, it is still relevant and useful (5 programs
\appromamly 50 minutes each, ChristianCinema.com).
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alls on his followers (o love everyone asa a million of these.” Exaggerated statements are to

be taken figuratively. When Jesus said “Blind g\ndcs

geeration. Use of hyperbole, or exaggera- who strain out the gnat and swallow the camel!’

i & point was common in Aramaic. (Mt 23:24), he was saying that some of the teachers

s his techniq stressed others’ small faults while ignoring their own
P st is going o kill me” or “T could eat sinfulness.

Wt s Jeus e tongue? How 0o we koow 1h?
Wt i anguages migh e been spoken i rstcentury Palsting?
Wt g 0 Jows speak when deslng i foeness?

or 2 i it the word what you be
Separtey, anaon o your Hukss

W Feasts and Practices of

¢ peactice of his Jewish faith revolved around
cxgue, Temple, and religious feasts

learned his Jewish eligion from his parents
praying and swdying

Many larger towns had more ¢
d Jerusalem may have had b
e served three main purposes:
a house of prayer where Scriptures were
and Yahweh was worshiped.
R lplncc of discussion for legal settlements.
hool, discovered in Palestine, mainly in or near Galiec.

ypi ne
- could purify themselves in running water, the rectan-

gular insides of synagogues had stepped stone bench-

B i sunc. (Over o hundred have becn e on threeside, with bigher scas setwide for those

What was Jesus’ native tongue? How do we know this?
Jesus’ native tongue was Aramaic. We know this because schol-
ars agree that Aramaic was the ordinary, everyday language of
Jews in the first century AD.

. What other languages may have been spoken in first-century Pales-
tine?
Other languages of first-century Palestine included Hebrew,
Greek, and Latin.
What language did Jews speak when dealing with foreigners?
Jews doing business with foreigners spoke a colloguial Greek
lknown as Koine.

Religious Feasts and Practices of
Jesus' Time (pages 61-63)

and The Political Climate in First-
Century Palesting (pages 63-67)

Objectives

The goal of these sections is to enable students to:

o distinguish between synagogue and Temple, in-
cluding the role each played in religious feasts
and weekly activities.
describe in some detail the political scene of Je-
sus’ day.
explain the existence of slavery in Jesus’ time
and how his teaching applies to slavery.

Summary and Background Information

Politics and religion were as influential, controver-
sial, and interesting in Jesus’ day as they are in our own.
Knowing about the political and religious atmosphere in
which Jesus lived helps us to appreciate his life, words,
and actions. Knowing Jesus more deeply helps us to un-
derstand how we too must live, work, and communicate
in a complex culture. It helps us to think about our lives
as citizens and as members of a community of faith.

Descriptions of the religious feasts, the Temple, and
the synagogues open these two sections. As they read
through the material, students will learn about Passover,
Pentecost and the Feast of Tabernacles—the major Jew-
ish feasts. They will also explore other celebrations and
practices that were part of the everyday life of Jesus.

A fairly detailed account of the political scene is the
major focus of the second section. Students will learn
about Herod the Great, the Maccabean Revolt, the rule of
Pontius Pilate, and the role of local tax collectors.

Consideration of the volatile issue of slavery wraps up
this section. Students will finish by reading St. Paul's letter
to Philemon in its entirety. This reading is good prepara-
tion for the rest of the Student Text. In fact, students will
be challenged to read much of the New Testament, learn-
ing about it and its primary subject—Jesus Christ.
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Warm Up

1L

Ask students to name their three favorite celebration
days of the year. As a follow-up, ask: “How has this list
changed for you in the past five years?” Then engage
students briefly in a discussion about the universality of
some life celebrations. (For example, birthday par-
ties: Birthday parties for kids in the United States
often mean party hats, games, blowing out candles
on a cake and party bags for the guests. In China,
the birthday child pays respect to his or her parents
and receives a gift of money. Friends and relatives
are invited to lunch and noodles are served to wish
the birthday child a long life. In Denmark, a flag is
flown outside a window to designate that someone
who lives in that house is having a birthday. Pres-
ents are placed around the child’s bed while they
are sleeping so they will see them right away when
they wake up.) Lead students to name the common
themes in these celebrations.

Poll students to rank the three “greatest” or most
important Christian religious feasts and name what
each celebrates. For the purposes of this discussion,
it's okay to accept different responses, but generally
the three greatest Christian feasts are Easter, Pente-
cost, and Christmas, with Easter being the most im-
portant since it celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus
from the dead.

of a more prestigious position. The scroll containing
the Lavs (Torah) anthe croll containing the wriings
of the Prophets were kept in a ca
Synagogues were opened th
those who wished o pray: There wer
on market days, Mondays, and Thu
important day for regular o

assembled, the simple seriosconkd bagin, Sucefies
offered, nor did priests or Levites play any

of the synagogue” (c.g,
Jairus in Lk 8:41) was ap-

h known as the
yers included the Eighteen
prayers of praise and thanksgiving to God.
part of the service was the carefo
rah in Hebrew, followed by sclected re.
the Prophets, again in Hebrew. T
translated simultaneously during the res
ings. All of this was done in a standing position.
Then, the leader of the synagogue invited one of the
guests—preferably someone well-cducated or well-
traveled—to explain the meaning of the readingsina
homily. On one oceasion, Jesus was invited to preach
th, Also, St. Paul frequently proclaimed
ues. The synagogue service
ted with a brief praer by the leader. It was also
the custom for synagogue worshipers (o leave alms
for the poor—in money or in other gifts—as they lefi
the place of worship.

T es 1o God. It was the holy place where ey \ulwhd

X6y Towover, the work of dunrmm{ the Temple
- still going on in Jesus' d:

Tem
For Jews, the one and only Temple was in Jers
lem. The Temple was where the Jews offered sacii

od diwelld in a spes

the most sacred space insice the
of Holies—once a yeass
Yom Kippur, the Day
L.

times was the  third

constructed in Jerusad
Th

e
) by Herod the Great's ml
nificent Temple.

rmm Ye"w’! Construction of

The Tr'mplr‘ was o8
ars bel

The Temple was a marvelous stry m,u
feet in its perimeter, with cight main g
e alfiz was.a courtyard reacrvéd for prica 1
were the courtyard of sracl (for males) and thead
women. Beyond that was the coursi
No Gentile could cros this o
rd under penalty of death.
The Law required Jews to pay a Temple tax
obiigated Jewish men to make a pilgrimage o Jool
lem on the three major feasts of Passover, Pen

Religious Feasts and Practices of Jesus’ Time For Review Questions and Answers

1. What took place in synagogues?

Synagogues were used for three different purposes. m?ywmwdasbmesqumyerwbere&ﬂpmreswerereadami
Yalbweb was worshipped. They were also used as places for di ion of legal

schools.
Describe a typical Sabbath service in Jesus’ day.

also served as local

During a typical Sabbath service, ordinary townsfolk conducted the service though a leader who was appointed to maintain
the building and organize meetings. The congregation stood facing Jerusalem and recited various prayers beginning with
the Shema. Then, other prayers were said, and the Torah was read in Hebrew. Selected readings from the Prophets followed.
that. Later, the leader of the synagogue invited a guest to explain the meaning of the readings in a homily. The Sabbath ser-
vice ended with a prayer led by the leader.

List three facts about the Jerusalem Temple.

There was only one Temple, and it was in Jerusalem. Jews believed that God duwelled in the Temple in a special way. The.
Temple building standing during the time of Jesus was the third one built. The first one was destroyed by the Babylonians.
in 587 BC, while the second Temple was taken down by Herod the Great who initiated the building of the third Temple in’
20 or 19 BC.

continued on page 65
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Pentcost was a feast held fifty days afier Passover,

“The word Pentecost means “Gifieh.” Pentecost was
originally a harvest festival. Howeve

et e, cclebrated Yaweh's gingf th Law

tand Taberna-  to Moses, the §

Tabernacles (Booths) was a fall harvest celebra-

(Pesab) was the most imporiant Jewish  tion. Pilgrims to Jerusalem built huts out of branches

sawsc it celebrated the Chosen People’s lib- 1o recall the time that Jews spent in the wilderness.

Seen Egypt. The feast of Passover involved They approached the Temple in procession waving

paschal lamb and the cat-  branches while praising God. Joh's Gospel tell us

m 10 that Jesus taught in the Temple during this feast (Jn

sacles. However, not all Jews could make
or all the feasts.

5 1:29) also reports that Jesus

B0t Spper icipeed Jeso scetice . traveld s Jersalem for Hlamuti (Rt of Ddicn:

v, the saving event that fiees all people tion), which was held in December o commemorate
the Temple’s rededication in 164 5 after it was pro-
faned by the foreign ruler Antiochus IV.

foumal, ¥

i o v Lt s ycr e, v s v, it sy shongh”

: Pmﬂca\ Climate in First-Century s other good effcs a common language, i

cate system of roads, a fair and justlegal sys
a strong military force. Rome was
down piracy and banditry—a real probl

that when Jesus was born, Palestine was

parts of the empire, for example, in Samaria. I aim

5 be the civilized world; outsiders were bar-
The Roman Empire was large geograph-

& extended as far north as Great Briin in
Europe (o Ey

Mdesiterran,

in the southeastern past

a state of peace and
B - s (Penc Home) sk

was to guara
systems throughout the Empire. The relative stability
brought by the Romans enabled Christian missionar-
ies 10 evangelize peacefully throughout the empire,
especially in the cities. This helps explain why Chris-
tianity spread so rapidly in the first few decades afier
Jesus’ Resurrection.

Using the Section

1.

1f possible, display photos of the Jewish synagogue at
Capernaum from the Internet. A variety of views can
illustrate how this simple structure was used by the
Jewish community of that village. Prompt students
to add more details about the typical synagogue that
they have learned from the Student Text. Ask students
if they can identify similar multi-purpose buildings in
their own neighborhoods or towns today. One web-
site featuring a variety of views of the synagogue is
Bible Places (www.Bibleplaces.com).

Call on students to describe the Temple in Jerusalem.
How was it different than the synagogues? Ask for a
show of hands from any students who may have vis-
ited a synagogue, perhaps for a bar mitzvah or bat
‘mitzvah. Invite students to describe their experiences
and this Jewish place of prayer and worship.

Help students to see some connections between syn-
agogue services and worship practices the Catholic
Church uses today.

Distribute Bibles and assign For Review number 5 on
page 63. Note how the Pharisees and scribes parade
their religious practice publicly and are criticized for
that by Jesus.

Show a previewed segment (or several segments)
from the classic television mini-series esus of Naz-
areth that illustrates the political climate of Jesus’
day. Call on students for their reactions. Ask: “How
is what you've seen in the film substantiated by infor-
mation presented in the text?”

Which were the three great Jewish religious feasts? What did each celebrate?

The three great Jewish feasts were Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. Passover celebrated the Chosen People’s liberation
from Egypt. Pentecost, held fifly days after Passover, originally celebrated the harvest. By New Testament times, however, it
focused on the giving of the Sinai covenant to Moses by Yahweb. Tabernacles was a fall harvest celebration that also recalled
the time the Jews spent in the wilderness before entering the Promised Land.

What is Jesus criticizing in Matthew 23:2, 6?
Jesus was criticizing the hypocrisy of the Pharisees who told others to follow burdensome laws but did not follow them
themselves. They did not practice what they preached.
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6. Summarize the rest of the section, “The Political
Climate in First-Century Palestine” (pages 63-67).
Write the following names on the board:

e Caesar Augustus
Caesar Tiberius
Nero Claudius Caesar
Herod the Great
Archelaus
Herod Antipas
Philip
Pontius Pilate
Felix

Festus
Have the students use the Student Text, reference
books, and Internet resources to record information
about each person. Allow several days to complete this
work and then collect the assignment.

Encountering Jasus nthe New Testament

Most Jews, however, hated
man rule, sceing it as an:
other in a long line of op-
pression.
centuries,
been un
of forcign rulers: Babylo-
nians, Persians, Greeks, and
Seleucids. This last foreign
dynasty, the Selcucids, espe-
cially under the hated rule of
Antiochus IV (175164 50), was,
loathed because of its attempts to
impose Greek culture (Helleism) on all
aspects of Jewish life. Devout Jews saw Greek
pagan practices and culture s dircet threat 0 Jew-
ish traditions and identity
the

- Th
Josephus tells us that Herod

exal of his sons, one of his ten wives, and

er relatives for fear that they might usurp

Jewish religion. He robbed the Temple of its gold,

‘massacred protesters, and outlawed the Torah, Trag-
ically, he ordered the deaths of anyone who refused
t0 cat pork, observed the sabbath, or circumcised
their sons. These last edict, in effect, outlawed the
Jewish faith and resulted v deaths. A final out-

of the empeses
ing many wonderful edifices throughows

ship. This was an abo
called "King of the Jews," Herod was
However, Herod redecmed

‘rage was his placing a statuc of the pagan god Zeus

in the sanctuary of the holy Jerusalem Temple.
Antiochus's notorious actions led to the famous
Maccabean Revolt under Judas Maccabeus and his
brothers. Their f “hammer’
Maccabean rebels recaptured the Temple in 16+
5G and rededicated it (o Yahweh. This event is cel-
chrated today in the Hanukkah festival. Eventually
the Maccabean family established an independent

Jewish state in 142 5, led by the Hasmonean kings.

This was the first independent Jewish nation for cen-
ries. But the later rulers of the Hasmonean Dynas-
1y, though fiercely proud of their Jewish nationalism,
acted much like the spoiled and corrupt Hellenistic
Kings who preceded them. They, too, were subject
‘o political intrigue and the adoption of Greek cus-
toms. Their weakness led to the collapse of the Has-
Dynasty when the Roman general Pompey
intervened and conquered Palestinc in 63 5c.

eyes ofhis Jowish subjects
struction of the

e
Herod died an agonizing death in 4 %

34) controlled the lands 1o the north aod &
Sea of Galilee, The New Testament has
of him, though he is known as the fairest
the three brothers. Herod Antipas (4 5c-ab
Perca and Galilee, Jesus' home province th
his lfe. Herod Antipas was the ruler who
John the Bapist because John complained:
tipas's adulterous relationship with his

hilip's wie, Herodias. Herod also spied o
sus revealed a lot about Herod Antipas's o
when he called him *
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Extending the Section

s (4 86-AD 6) ruled most of Samaria,  Rome's rule was harsh and hated by most Jews. 1. Assign the For Reflection question on page 63 as a
e Judea. He was a bloodthirsty ruler; kil However, Rome did allow the Jews considerable 2 5 S
thousand of his subjects within months _freedom in practicing their religion. Nevertheless, all journaling project.
e L e ks . Review the subsection “The Practice of Slavery” on
iy ot o o ke bk B e e e T pages €5-67 and assig the acthiy “The Leter o
@ prefect (ater changed to “procurator” rockisengraved with these Latin words: Philemon” on page 6. Distribute Bibles or New Tes-
,“‘:‘Rﬂmﬂ';ﬁf:n:r";:j;d ',‘.; s TIBERIEVA taments. Have students read the short letter and an-
thrce Rom stk o swer the eight questions in their journals
o Review the Hands Logo Activity on page 66
QI oo’ cusiy ks s \ with the class. Students could write essays
-p:fdm:;'fhf';‘m"ﬁ&;:ﬂ::;; for this exercise as editorial or viewpoint
[ v s doding auslary e cf Rl articles for the student newspaper or even for
o the local newspaper. In this way, they are actively en-
X gaged in helping other teens and other people who
Py eopecinly tiied Jevidhcax are “enslaved” by drugs, alcohol, peer pressure, un-

realistic expectations placed on them, abusive rela-

of
o had the power 10 appoint and de-

was he who ordered Jesus’

tionships, etc.
e b, Invite a rabbi or knowledgeable Jewish adult to class
who did nothing to endear himself to he inscsipiion & Gailined “Tiberium, A
Raling from the oo i o Catmina, p.,;: ;.;"?;"l';“r‘]m;, “]f,ﬁ ,,\:.L,m:".,',‘:'i:,‘:ﬁ as a guest speaker to explain the observance of Jew-
anilitary m_;;imd‘ in Jerusalem bearing - puilt and dedicated a temple (o Emperor Tiberius. ish feasts in your local area. Alternatively, ask a local
sor's image. This act outraged pious Jews This discovery provides physical evidence that Pilate )
Nahweh forbade graven images. Pilate also  yvas in Palestine during Christ’s lifeime. synagogue if they could welcome you and your stu-
e Temple treasury of funds to build an ac . .
nhm.h'l J:n:;.m:a:':m ;Zm.x;ml The Practis of Siavery dents for a guided tour that would explain how Jew-
st em infiltrate a :-;mld ufdv There were both Genile «l..djmn slavesin Pal- ish feasts and celebrations are observed there.
a signal, they drew 5 oo
ds and slaughtered many of the defense-  have to do the heavy work we associate with African . Direct students to count off by twos. Have the “ones’
According to onc of his political cncmics, slaves in the United States. Relatively few in num- i i
guilty of “grafi, insults, robberies, assaults,  ber, the ﬁm-mmlur\‘_['ewuh el i iy he answer the ﬁlsll fo"" For Review q“es':m“s on page
- sbusc, o v:'cmwm mnho-:; m:z];‘:d servants of wealthy people and enjoyed many pro- 63 under “Religious Feasts and Practices of Jesus’
B e e e e e e At **The wios” shoiildanswet. e ste For Revlew
more than ten hours a day nor on the Sabbath. questions on page 67 under “The Political Climate in
First-Century Palestine.”
Arrange a debate on the For Reflection questions on
page 67 about electing people to office who share
your religious convictions. Provide basic, brief read-
ing material on this question for all students several
days before the debate. Ask for volunteers to open
the arguments on both sides of the question. Ask oth-
er students to answer questions and offer closing ar-
guments. Invite the class to vote for the team that pre-
sented their position most effectively.

s« Inscription
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¢ Encountering Jesus in the New Testament
Creative Learning

1. As an extra-credit option, have students play the role
of afirst-century Jew in Palestine who decides to write
a letter of complaint to Roman authorities. These let-
ter writers should describe specific Roman practic-
es that are offensive to their Jewish beliefs. Allow a
day or two for the completion of this assignment. Ask
a half-dozen or more students to dramatically read
their letters for the class. To help students adopt the
persona of these ancient Roman letter-writers, sug-
gest names from the website Behind the Name (www.
behindthename.com/nme/rom-anci.php).

Play some liturgical music that expresses equali-
ty within the Christian community. One excellent ex-
ample is, “One Bread, One Body” by Jesuit compos-
er John Foley, but there are many other songs written
on this theme. Coax students to point out where the
statements about Christian equality are made. Tell stu-
dents—if the composer provided the information—
what Scripture passages inspired lyrics for the song.
Invite students interested in extra-credit to form
small “Research and Report” teams to investigate the
role religion played in the nineteenth-century abo-
litionist movement in America. Reports could focus
on individual abolitionists, the American abolitionist
movement as a political force, the bestselling novel
Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe, or a
committed abolitionist to name a few ideas.

Homework Assignment

1. Remind students to read the next three chapter sec-
tions for class—"Jewish Beliefs and Practices” on
pages 67-70, “Religious Sects in Jesus' Time” on
pages 70—74 and “Other People in the New Testa-
ment,” on pages 75-76.

Give students the due date for their Learn by Doing
project(s). This will also be the date for the Chapter
2 Test.




Chapter Two: THE NEW TESTAMENT WORLD OF JESUS 69

GHAPTER TWO';The New Testarment Worid of Jesus §

Jewish Beliefs and Practices (pages
g mnmmenmns | erro and Relious Sects i
o g bbb b e Jesus’ Time (pages 70-74) and Other
-;ll’?:';fiﬁ"&ﬁ:;ﬁﬂi‘d o 1 xmih‘wkln;' s b People in the New Testament (pages
75-76)

K Objectives

& siy:Anochus V. e Moccabean Revot e Hesmonears, Porpey The goal of these sections is to enable students to:
o » a sk enfioks o o briefly explain four Jewish beliefs important in
W Wt unctons td Roman prefects ke Pontus Pl have? )

L Jesus' day.

B et S Paut sent o Philrnon, ht 6 Pk vt P o o7 recognize that observance of the Torah is at the
heart of Jewish life and practice.

FOR REFLECTION learn about the meaning of a Messiah in Jew-
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P, e e " - identify the four major sects within Judaism of
New Testament times.

comment briefly on the role that tax collectors,
! Beliefs and Practices belieiedthat Yakiweh hac Rifiled b promises fo the: “common people,” Gentiles, and women played

Jewish people in Jesus of Nazareth, The New Testa-

es to Jewish beliefs and in Jesus' society.

gl and their religious belicfs, practices, affili-  practices in the frst century
‘nd expectations. Jesus was a pious Jew who

sy belics in common with his fellow Jews, T
Apostles and many of the later firstcentury Testament prn(rd was high in messianic

s considered their first mis-  masiah transhtes to the Greek word Chrises (Chiris
Jews. They  which lierally means, “anointed one.” At firs, the tide

0 The Political Climate in First Century Palestine For Review Questions and Answers

1. Identify Pax Romana. List several of its benefits.
The Pax Romana or “Peace of Rome,” referred to the state of peace and security commonly offered in the Roman empire.
2. Identify: Antiochus IV, the bean Revolt, the Pompey.
Antiochus IV was the Seleucid ruler who committed many atrocities against the Jews. The Maccabean Revolt was the Jewish
effort to recapture the Temple. The Hasmoneans were rulers of a brief independent Jewish state that followed the Macca-
bean Revolt. Pompey was the Roman general who conquered Palestine for the Romans in 63 BC.
. Describe Herod the Great. Who were his three sons who succeeded him, and what territories did they rule?
Herod was called a “half Jew.” He was actually a despicable ruler and a ruthless man who murdered several of bis relatives.
His son Philip later controlled lands to the north and east of the Sea of Galilee. Another son, Herod Antipas, ruled Perea and
Galilee. Archelaus, the third son, gained most of Samaria, Idumea, and Judea.
. What functions did Roman prefects like Pontius Pilate have?
The main functions of prefects like Pontius Pilate were tax collecting, approving or denying the death sentences imposed
by the Jewish tribunal, keeping the peace, and reporting to Rome about the general state of affairs.
. What was a debtor slave?
A debtor slave was a person who could pay off a debt by working as a servant for wealthy people.
. In the letter St. Paul sent to Philemon, what did Paul want Philemon to do?
Paul encouraged Philemon not to punish his own slave and also hinted to Philemon that he should free his slave.
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Summary and Background Information

The section on Jewish beliefs provides basic back-
ground information for students on some of the major
religious groups within Judaism during the time of Jesus.
Some other notable people mentioned in the New Testa-
ment are presented in their respective section as well.

Before describing these groups, though, some im-
portant Jewish beliefs are explained and explored. Belief
in the long-expected Messiah, for example, is presented
in a way that will help students understand why many
Jews simply didn’t believe that Jesus was the Messiah.
Jewish teachings about the covenant and law, the after-
life and resurrection, the spirit world and angels are
also covered.

The “denominations” within Judaism during the
time of Jesus are then presented. It will be helpful for
students to get a closer look at what the historian Jose-
phus called “the philosophies” within Judaism. The major
groups—Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes, and Zealots are
profiled. This may be the first time many of your students
have heard any details about these religious groups whom
they've heard about so many times in the Scriptures.

These two chapter sections will further prepare stu-

dents to delve into this encounter with Jesus and the study
of his work and words in the Gospels.

oountering Jesus 1 the New Testament

apocalypse— word meaning
Tt or e ” Apoca-
1 witng, Ll witn s of
ot i Y ik e
10 bolter fath by rezsung
drrtglt by it
i forces of e, il e when God
inyencs and esalshes a e
e ofgoodiess and eace.

The rame for the
fist e books of 1 Od Testament:
Genesis, Buodus, Leviicus, Num-
bers, and Deadeconomy,  contins
the Law (Toca,

Torah—The Law or divoe teach
g reveded to uaism. 1 is the
foundaton o e Jowish rfgion and
s found n e Penttauch,

Messiah applied to the king of Tsracl,
Gods aninted leader.Since King Da-
vid's reign (ca. 1000 5, the Jews un-
derstood their covenant relationship

Jews were to believe in and ob

with Yahweh to include the promise to of

send a king who would represent Yah-
weh's love and care for his people. Un-
fortunately, David's successors were
weak and corrupt. Punishment befell
the nation with the successive destruc-
tion of both the northern and south-
em kingd
Bigthe bt s Gadiproniiess
provide a ver died among
o T l‘o\luwmg the Babylonian

Jesus’ day had different expectations
of who or what kind of e the
messiah would be. Howeve, most
Jews expected a ponml and military
leader like David who would lead 1s-
racl to a great military victory, rees-
tablish the prominence of Isracl as an
independent nation, and help estab-

lish God’s Kingdom.
the first century, many Jews
(including John the Baptist) fully ex-
pected the coming of the messiah to
be accompanied by
event. This apocalypse would be
dramatic, pointing (o the Messiah's
 and a glorious establishment

of God's Kingdom.

The Covenant and the Torah
rimaril, the Jews were a cove-

nant people. They believed Yahweh

chose them as his special people, res-

| cued and preserved them, and used

them to lead others o the worship of
the one true God. For their par, the

guide, and protect them for
rewrn they were o recognize
weh as the one tue God and
the La

anda

More importantl,

the Law because of its moral
dation. The Torah influenced
aspect of Jewish history, culturey
rality, and worship. To live apart
the Law was to

oneself and the nation. Sects
Pharisces and the Essenes

dominate the Jews because 50
Jews were not living the Law. T

an apocalyptic 2

respond by sending a Messiah 10
cue them,
Jesus had_profound =l

the Jewish religion todk
the Prophets (Nebim) and. Wel




om literature and the

ke up the sacred He-
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of angels and demans. From the ear-
liest days, Jews believed in heavenly

‘angels—God's messengers;

In the centuries b
Testaments, be-

faithful in angels ex-

fed. Some important lierature
produced in this era—books like Jubi-
lees, Enock,and the Dead Sea Scrolls—

¢ divided the angels into groups, gave

them names, and described some of
their functions. For example, the book

€t of Tibias tells how the angel Raphacl
- appeared in human form.

The New Testament frequently

‘mentions both angels and devls.Jews |

ho has conquered
e Calechisn of the
682 and 1020

New Testament records the
4 Jewish belicf n the existence

against God by being the sources of
sickness, temptation, and sin. Jesus
cast out many demons and saw his
own suffering as a war against the
evil one—Satan (Jn 12:31). Although
Jews and Chrisi

freo il and neligence but who &
pure s, wihout bod

Warm Up

1

Hand out half-sheets of paper with the printed phrase
"I believe . . ." and three to four blank lines where
students can write out a strongly held belief of their
own. Remind students to limit their beliefs to issues
of amore enduring and important nature. (No state-
ments like “I believe that Big Macs are the best
hamburgers ever invented,” I believe the Yankees
will win the World Series next year,” efc.) State-
ments should also be limited to one or two sentenc-
es. Give students ten to fifteen minutes to write their
credos. Then, ask for volunteers to read their creed-
al statements for the class.

Focus in on the legalism that slowly developed and
made its way into Jewish beliefs and practices. Ex-
plain that even today, Orthodox and some Conser-
vative Jews observe thirty-nine categories of activi-
ties that are forbidden on the Sabbath. This list of
thirty-nine categories is called melachot, or lamed
tet avot melachot. Cite some of these Jewish Sab-
bath laws to give students an idea of how limiting they
were: On the Sabbath, observant Jews could not tie
or untie a rope, put out a lamp, start a fire, sew two
stitches, use medicine, walk more than three thou-
sand feet, go out while wearing an artificial leg, and
more. Have the students discuss why they think Jesus
would have been frustrated and tested by such legal-
istic concerns.

p
Answers to "Angels” (page 69 of the ST)

1. Who is the angel of the Annunciation? (Lk 1:11-22) Gabriel

2. Which angel guards the people of Israel? (Dn 10:13, 21) Michael

3. What did angels do after Jesus' temptation? (Mt 4:11) ministered o Jesus
4. What did an angel do after Jesus’ agony? (Lk 22:43) strengthened Jesus in

time of prayer

5. What function did the angels have at the Resurrection? (Jn 20:11-14) they
tell Mary about the risen Jesus

6. What will they do at the Parousia? (Mk 13:27) angels will help to gather

the elect
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Using the Section

Iz

Referring to either Warm Up activity on the previous
page, make sure students understand that it is impor-
tant (and truly Christian) to respect the deeply held
beliefs of others. Jesus may have been frustrated by
the legalism promoted by the Pharisees, but he un-
derstood that the little laws governing what a person
could or couldn’t do on the Sabbath were not deeply
held beliefs. Open up this topic with students—the
difference between theological beliefs (i.e., belief in
the Trinity or the Resurrection of Christ) and reli-
gious practices (i.e., Church laws). Ask: “As Catho-
lics, what are our most important beliefs?”

Recap the basic points made about Jewish beliefs
in this section, covering the theology of the Messi-
ah, covenant and Torah, judgment and Resurrection,
spirits, etc. Point out, as you go along, how Jewish
beliefs match up with Catholic belief and teaching.
Distribute copies of Chapter 2 Handout 2, “Jesus the
Messiah” (in the back of this TWE). Distribute Bibles
to students and allow them to work together in small
groups of two or three to find, read, and summarize
the six Old Testament passages about the Messiah.
Students should also read and complete the question
about Marks reference to the Messiah at the bottom
of the handout.

70 £ Encounering Jesus i the tew Testament

T, Whatwas the common fst oot oncenming the Messa?

2. dentty he Toreh and expian Plyed n e Jewich reigion.
3. Whatis he mearing o the word “a1gel”?

FOR REFLECTION

Read e Catochism

Ark of the Covenant —The par-
table shine but © hold the talefs
on which Moses wiol the Law,
was the sgn of Gods presénce 1o
ine Isaees. King Sokomon buit e
Temple n Jenusde 10 house the
Ak were viable during New Testament

Religious Sects in Jesus’
Time

four important religious sccts that

- 16 Josephus refers to these sects as.

member supreme egiiave and
ol boy of e Jewsh people. Mary
ol members e Saoducess.

Sadducees
The Sadducees’ name
derives from Sadok, the
priest whom Solomon ap-
pointed 1o take charge of
the Ark of the Ce
9 nant (| Kgs2:35), Because
the Sadducces were mostly
priests and aristocrats who
cared for Temple practices
and worship, they centered
their activities in Jerusalem

only the Torah as inspiced &9
The Sadducees also refused W
the oral radiions and legal

The historian Josephus describes .

ducees stressed human free
responsibility over  trusting
Providence. Also, they did not

ok st e

dducees, alog
fow Pharisces, made up the
one-member Sanhedrin, the

o' lawmaking body and

of Judaism. Tt was
judged Jesus a thre:
him of blasphemy:

We do not hear anything
the Sadducees after the

They collaborated with the

Romans (o stay in power
Theologically conserva-
tive,the Sadducees accepted

the Covenant

1. What was the common first-century Jewish belief concerning the Messiah?
Most Jews believed Yabweb would send a Messiah very soon. They expected the coming of the Messiah to be accompanied

by an apocalyptic event.

Identify the Torah and explain what role it played in the Jewish religion.
The first five books of the Bible contain the Torab. It is the heart of Jewish life, the revelation of God and what he expects

as a response 1o his covenant love.
. What is the meaning of the word angel?
Angel means “messenger.”




Parisee means “scpa-

* Basisces came into ex-

- Hasmonean
)
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Pharisecs, though, were perhaps 00

rigid in their apy of the Torah
0 daily lfe. They developed an lab-
orate system of oral interpretation of
the Lav, which

o from the ordinary

as sacred as the Law itself. These oral
traditions sometimes missed the spir-
itof the Law, Jesus held the Law sa-
cred, but he freed his followers from
blind observance of man-made laws
that superseded the needs of people.

. This is why some Pharisces did not

like Jesus. He influenced people to do
good without recourse o an elabo-
rate system of minute observance of
religious customs.

Although the Pharisces fulflled
the proper worship required for the

- Jerusalem Temple, their center of

influence was the synagogue, where
their scholarly study of the Law, and
their pious attempts to live it, gained
for them influence over the common
people who looked up to and ad-
mired them. Many Pharisces were, in
fact, scribes and experts in the Jewish
Law.

Jesus eritcized some Pharisees be-
cause they thought they could “earn”
Heaven by keeping all their religious
customs_Jesus taught that God's love

dKi ifts, bestowed

on saint and sinner alike, Conflct be-
tweenn these two approaches to God's
‘goodness was inevitable. Nevertheless,
Pharisees should not be viewed nega-

sheir fellow Jews. Some

very thoughtful and good Jews. Two.

outstanding Pharisic scholars of the
first century were Rabbi Shammai (a
conservative) and Rabbi Hillel (a liber-
al). Also, some Pharisces became disci-
ples of Jesus, most notably St Paul

cants of e Maccabeas who red
in Jea afer e cusinof e st
ot Syns 1 141 s untl e o
tabsstmen of the Roman auory
in63 62 Jom Hycans was e fst
e in s dyrasty and il unel
1285

4. Talka bit further about the Torah that Jews see as the

“heart of the law.” Have a student check their Bible
to read the name of the first five books of the Bible
from which the Torah is drawn. (Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy). Sample students
to see what they say are the fundamental teachings
of the Torah—in contrast to the little regulations
and observances to which Jesus and others objected.
(The Torah teaches that there is only one true God;
God loves and blesses his people; God sees Israel as
his special people; God wants a covenant with his
people and wants them to keep the law.)
Read or summarize the brief text section “Judgment
and Resurrection” (page 69). Connect this materi-
al with a more in-depth study of the Church’s belief
about the Resurrection (see the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, especially 988-1014).
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Extending the Section

1

Switch gears and have students do the exercise “An-
gels” on page 69. Distribute Bibles to each student
and allow fifteen minutes or more to allow students
to locate and read the six Scripture passages on an-
gels. Briefly discuss what students have learned.
Query students for their own opinions about angels,
especially guardian angels. “Do you believe you have
a guardian angel?”

al Prayer to One’s Guardian Angel” on page
69 and tell students that many children have
been taught this prayer as a bedtime prayer. Ask
students to settle in silence for several minutes and
then compose their own guardian angel prayer.
Follow this activity by adapting the For Reflection
topic on page 70. Ask students to review what the
Catechism of the Catholic Church has to say about
angels. Provide copies of Catechism of the Catholic
Church numbers 328-336 that summarizes historic
Church thinking and teaching about the angels. So-
licit student comments and responses. What interest-
ing facts have students learned about the angels?
This may be an excellent opportunity to review the

2. D Read aloud the Heart Logo Activity “Tradition-

Ten Commandments—a fundamental part of the To-
rah. Have students copy the Ten Commandments into
their notebook or journal. Ask them to work in pairs
to practice memorizing the commandments. Check
their competency in a friendly game or quiz format.

ntering Jesus n the New Testamen!

Finally, it was the Pharisces who helped to pre-
serve Judaism afier the destruction of the Temple
by the Roman general Titus in the year An 70. Un-
der the famous rabbi Jonathan ben Zakkai, some
Pharisces regrouped at Jamnia (present-day Jabneh
near Tel Aviv). Firs, they formed a canon of sacred
books, accepting only those written in Hebrew. They

apostates, and the proud,” a direct referes
Christians. Matthew’s Gospel, especiall
reflects some of the animosity Jewish Chis
toward this move by the post-Revolt Pharisces.

Essenes
The Esscnes wer

also established a liurgical calendar and unified syn-

agogue worship.

However, significantly for Christians, the gather-
ing at Jamnia ulimately scparated Ghristians from
the Jewish religion. Tension between Jews and Jew-
ish Christians had been growing for decades. When
Christians refused o fight the Romans in the First
Revolt, the surviving Jews felt it was time 0 break

appeared from Jewish history after the destructs

with the Christian sect, They did this
apetitionin the synagogue prayer known as the Eigh-
teen Benedictions. This addition cursed “heretics,

the Temple, They ps
i the caves n the Judean desert around the
Romans came through the region in AD 67-68.




B e

Sosider of the Essenes was
M as “the Teacher of
ess.” who taught that the
pricsihood and_Temple
sere impure and that most

W dey. Many of their ritual
e been discovered in the ar-

al remains of the Qumran

Other Essenes resi
ehgious groups

Wi the day of criss came, the
expected three leaders (0

- the scene: 1pmpl|clp cdict-
Moses (D 18: kingly
B e v of King David

o , a pricstly m
s would establish pure worship
w scformed Temple.

b
B b i Antiquitis, Josephus
4 3 certain Judas the Galilean

st revolt against the Romans
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for their taking a census for the pur-
pose of taxation) in the province of
Judea (ca. AD 6-7). Judas believed that
o foreign power had the right o col-
lect taxes from the Jews who were
given the Holy Land by God. To pay
taxes would be equivalent to slavery.
Acts of the Apostles tells us that he
was killed and his followers scattered
(5:37). Josephus credits Judas the Gal-
ilean, hailed as Messiah by his follow-
ers, as being the author of “the fourth
branch of Jewish philosophy™—the
Zealots.
esus had an Apostle known as
Simon the Zealot. But the Apostle
Simon did not belong t© an organized
revolutionary movement. There sim-

ply is no evidence to suggest that the |

ganized, active, and
the public ministry of

However, an_ organized revolu-
tionary faction known as the Zealots

Dead Sea Scrolls—Ariert
scnols contanng e odest known
st of the books ofthe Ok
Testament i Hetvew, They were
earthed near Qumvan on the Dead
Sea between 1947 and 1953

‘Qumran—A ancon Esene mon
astory on the nortwesten shore of
he Dea Sea. Near it were found e
ancint Dead Sea Soroks

Qunran

Refer students to the exercise, “Jesus Debates with
the Pharisees and Sadducees” on page 72. Assign half
the class in small groups to the Mark 7:1-23 passage
and questions and the other half in small groups to
the Mark 12:18-27 passage and questions. Before the
groups begin, review the basic profile of the Pharisees
and the Sadducees with them (Pharisees—Jews who
were religiously liberal with a pious commitment to
the law; would not compromise with Roman rulers,
written about harshly in New Testament. Sadducees—
priestly class of Jews who often compromised with Ro-
man power; conservative in religion). When the two
groups have finished, briefly question them about their
findings. Collect written reports from all the groups.
Ask students what they learned about the tax collec-
tors, common people, Gentiles, and women with re-
spect to Jesus. How was the attitude of Jesus toward
these groups different than that of the Jewish leaders?
Can students think of any Gospel stories in which Je-
sus reached out to the marginalized?
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countering Jesus in te New Testamen,

7. Have students work on the For Review questions for

“Jewish Belies and Practices” on page 70, “Reli- T —

gious Sects in Jesus’ Time” on page 74, and “Other 66-70. This revolutionary party despised Roman agi ome took place

People in the New Testament” on page 76 in class. o o Jvs i iy e s st Bl mc\xmmh

Collect all the Learn by Doing projects that have not Masada,a fortress near the southeastern shore of the ended in e

% Dead Sca. Although the Romans defeated the Jews

yet been turned in. in AD 70, a pocket of Zealots resisted until 73 a this Jerusalem.
Schedule the Chapter 2 Test and spend most of a class frentant bt
session reviewing with the students. Use the For Re- their own lives
flection questions, the Chapter Summary Points, and
the vocabulary terms in the sidebars to help. Con-
clude the review with the Prayer Lesson on page 78
that focuses on Romans 8:31-39.
Assign students to do work in teams on the “Dead
Sea Scrolls Online” feature on page 74. Tell students
that instead of handing in a written team report, they
may wish to prepare an illustrated poster or a short
PowerPoint® program on the Dead Sea scrolls to
show and share what they have learned.

1 Identty thase Jewish sects: Sadoees, Phiriees, Esenes, and Zeaots. Listsevra of th besefs of each
2. Wratvas o Sanbedkin?
3. dentfy Jonafan ben Zakai.

FOR REFLECTION

an apocalyplic
in his kingdom through a dramatic event. The Zealots believed in violence to overthrow the Romans.
. What was the Sanhedrin?
The Sanbedrin was the major law-making body and supreme court of Judaism.
. Identify Jonathan ben Zakkai. |
Jonathan ben Zakkai was the rabbi who, with some Pharisees, regrouped the Jewish faith at Jamnia (present-day Jabneh
near Tel Aviv) after the destruction of the Temple in AD 70.
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not ci ). Some Geniles di Jud:

“eone in the New Ti

groups mentioned in the
RN Y

s
Bated any fellow Jew who would stoop.
¢ 5 work for the Romans. The tax collec-
e cheaters who tried to line their own
¢ the cxpense of their fellow Jews. Jesus
with this despised group of peaple and
o6 of them—Levi (Matthew)—to be an

214-15).

Peoplo
o Jewus' contemporaries were the com-
who lived their daily lives removed from

disputes of the major sects. Some

: pray, and partici
g s, Others, including the
e ot caled “he peopl f the an”
arises gave o those who were ig-
she L The Pharisces thought the com-

sdvided peopleinto
o Jews and Gentiles
of people who were

ism and were then known as froselyts. Other Gen-
tiles, called “God-fearers,” accepted many Jewish
belicfs but did not undergo circumcision.

Pious Jews avoided contact with Gentiles. The
Acts of the Apostles reports how the early Christian
missionaries turned to the Geniles only afer most
Jews rejected the Gospel. An early Church debate
ook place in Jerusalem around AD 49 and concerned
whether Gentiles had 1o follow the whole Mosaic
Law before becoming Chrisian. A it  compro-
mise resulted: Gentle Christians had

Homework Assignment

Tell students to read the first two sections of Chapter 3,
The Essential Jesus, by the next class meeting. These two
sections are “The Light of the World,” on pages 82-83
and “Mysteries of Christ’s Life,” on pages 83-91.

Jewish ditary avs. Eventuslly however, the Chuech
became populated with more and more Gentiles and
Vs ch of s o ifnee:

Women
Women generally had a lowly position in first-
century Palestine. In almost every way, Jews consid-
ercd women inferior to men. Jewish men st
women as property and too weak to fllow the reli
requirements of the Law. Jewish law allowed a
‘man to divorce his wife for any reason as long as he
gave his divorced wife  legal document saying she
was frce to remarry. It was much more difficult for a
woman to divorce her husband.

Women were also segregated dur-
ing synagogue and Temple worship
‘and had few political rights. Their
domain was the home, where
they played a central role in
child rearing. Motherhood

was esteemed, while a
less woman was scorned
and pitied. It was especial-
Iy tough t0 be a widow, lef
alone in the world with o
means of support. One pro-
tection widows had was that if
aman died withoutchildren, his
unmarried brother had to marry

the widow and take care of her:

question Jesus
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Creative Learning

1

Early in the study of these last three sections of Chap-
ter 2, assign students, in groups of two or three, to
create crossword puzzles using vocabulary terms
from these three sections—"Jewish Beliefs and Prac-
tices,” “Religious Sects in Jesus’ Time,” and “Other
People in the New Testament.” The crossword puz-
zles should include at least ten to twelve terms each.
After the groups hand in their puzzles, photocopy
and distribute the as a different tool for reviewing.
Make sure that students do not get the puzzle they
created.

Note the Chi-Rho symbol on page 68. Ask students
looking for extra credit to research and duplicate—
through some art medium—other symbols for
Christ.

Invite students interested in angels to prepare a pre-
sentation on how angels have been portrayed through
the years. This could be a dramatic reading of peo-
ple who believe they have encountered an angel, a
PowerPoint® presentation about the way angels have
been portrayed in art or an original artwork. Refer
students to any one of several popular books on an-
gels by Joan Wester Anderson.

the position of women, trea
ands (o love and cherish
Jesus' disciples and were the most

ways, revolutionary;

4 Dolei

FOR REFLECTION

the Mother of Jesus, is the first &
wde toward women was, i

CHAPTER SUMMARY POINTS

+ Palestine, the Holy Land, gets its name from
the Philistines, a traditional cnemy of the
Jews. Palestine has always played a strategic
role in world history.

c major regions of Palestine are

a, and Judea.

s the locale of mostof Jesus' public
life. He grew up in Nazareth, performed his
first miracl d used Capernaum
as the base of his minisry.

* The Samaritans were descendants of
foreigners who intermarried with northern
Israclite ribesatthe time of Assyria’s conquest
of the northern Kingdom. They accepted
only the Pentateuch as inspired Seripture and
worshiped God on Mount Gerazim.

ostimportant fiends.

ihe most impetant woman i your . What maks hr 50 Specia? What qualies 0o you st admie i her?

+ Jerusalem, Bethichem, and the Dead:

Tocated in Judea.

* Jesus spoke Aramaic, a Semitic

closely related o Hebrew. He may
laiown a litle Greek and perhaps hase
able o understand Hebrew, the lang
the Sacred Scriptures.

* There were many s

Land in Jesus day. S
of prayer, places of m

discussions, and ofien served as the
schools.

various religious fest
worshiped in was built by Herod the G

Y Oer People in the New Testament For Review Questions and Answers

1. From the point of view of the Pharisees, who were “the people of the land"?

The Galileans were often called “the people of the land.”

2. Who were Gentiles?

Gentiles were the nations of people who were not

d: they were the non-Je

3. Describe the situation of women in New Testament times and how Jesus revolutionized it.
Women generally had a low position in New Testament times. Jesus elevated the position of women, treated them as equa

and instructed husbands to love and cherish their wives. Many women were Jesus’ disciples.
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4. Students interested in dramatic presentations or role-

dhrce major Jewish feasts in Jesus' time
Passover, which celebrated the Exodus;
Bmsccost, whichcelebrated the Sinai covenant;

ruler Antiochus TV (175-164 50).

er Herod the Great's death, Palestine was
e by his sons Archelaus (Samaria, Idumea,
ot 5 &

Roman rule and establish God's Kingdom,
restoring Israel's glory.

The Ghosen People responded 10 God's
covenant by studying and trying o live the
Torah (Law). The Torah is found in the first
five books of the Old Testament known as
the Pentateuch. Along with the Prophets
and Writings, it makes up the Jewish Sacred
Scriptures,

e Philip, Herod Antipas (4 3c-aD 39) was
| Mg during Jesus’ lifetime.
Svery was a fact of the ancient world

read in Palestine. Christs teachings
s the fandamental dignity of persons, afier
\esturies, eventually led to the abolition of
| mery throughout mostof the world.
Mot Jews of the first century expected the
Mesiah o come very soor y
‘sserpreted the coming Messiah as a Davidic
Sgure, a military leader who would throw off

86, many Jews
believed in the resurrection of the body and
a judgment where God would reward the
good and punish exildoers. The Jewish sect of
the Sadducces, however, did not hold such a

MostJews believed in the existence of angels
(divine messengers) and demons who warred
inst God.

Four major sects (parties or philosophies) of
New Testament times were the Sadducees, the
Pharisecs, the Essenes, and the Zealos.

LEARN BY DOING

oh and epor o one o e foowing s of Jesh fasts:

= Passove, Pentecost, and Tabermackes
= Yom Kppur and Homukdah

Tempe.
et i il sty Com/wstemple

e pictr

Semsarch several branches of modem Judasm, for exampe, Orthodox, Consenvative, o Reformed Jdsism. Note some majoc

playing might consider gathering in a group to por-
tray a discussion among Sadducees, Pharisees, Ess-
enes, and Zealots about the Messiah. Another option
is for students to develop a role-play with the tax col-
lectors, common people, Gentiles, and women dis-
cussing their impressions of Jesus and how he treats
them.

Have students chose one of the For Reflection top-
ics on page 74 or page 76. One topic invites students
to put themselves “in the sandals” of first-century
Jews by writing a letter to their parents about their
faith and this new teacher, “Jesus.” The other offers
students the chance to write about the most impor-
tant woman in their lives. Encourage students to “un-
cork” their creativity in these writing projects.
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