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UNIT 2: THE CHURCH IS

MYSTERY
Introducing Unit 2

‘The Church is both a visible and spiritual reality. This
is the main lesson of Unit 2 and the reason why the
Church can be called a “mystery.” The mystery of the
Church can never be exhausted. However, there are ele-
ments within the Church that remain permanent and
unchanged. This two-chapter unit explores the themes
introduced in this short introductory lesson.

Extending the Lesson

Show the video presentation “The Mystery of God: Jesus” (Oblate Media, 1997, 28
minutes). It helps to answer the questions: How do we know who God is? How do we
learn to listen when God speaks to us? It shows how God i revealed to us in Jesus Christ.
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Teaching Approaches

U N I T T W O @ 1. Play a brief round of word association with

the term “mystery.” Call on students to suggest

THE CHURCH IS MYSTERY words that come to mind, for example: unknown,
. puzzle, fearful, strange, or hidden.

2. Note the title of Unit 2, “The Church Is Mystery,” and

ask the students to suggest how the term “mystery”

might apply to the meaning of Church. Share some of

the answers from the opening text on page 36:

* The Church is both a visible and spiritual
reality.

« It is a mystery of man’s union with God.

* The term mystery is associated with the Latin
word for sacrament, something that points
out the visible sign of the hidden reality of
salvation.

* Jesus himself is the mystery of salvation.

 The Church can never be fully expressed from
a single viewpoint,

Point out each of the student objectives that are to be

accomplished in Unit 2.

sk
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2.1 ENDURING AND

DEVELOPING
Introducing Chapter 2.1

Chapter 2.1 opens with the story of a parish divided
by differing views of what it means to be Church. One
side emphasizes the human dimension of the Church,
particularly the need for authoritative teachers of faith
and morals to counter the human reality of sin. The
other side emphasizes the divine dimension of the
Church, particularly the reality of grace that reaches out
in love and mercy to the whole body of Christ. As the
chapter unfolds, it explains that both views of the
Church are necessary to understand its nature.

‘The Church is a mystery of faith; its nature cannot be
grasped by reason alone. It is a mystery because it is a
human institution whose members are sinful, yet God
works through it to do things that no group of humans
could accomplish on their own.

God works through the Church to accomplish his
plan of salvation. The Church is called the “culmina-
tion of salvation history” because through it, humans
are able to participate in divine life. The Church is
necessary for salvation because Christ is necessary for
salvation, and Christ is present in the Church. The
relationship between Christ and the Church is similar
to a marriage covenant: By surrendering completely to
one another, the Church and Christ become one, so
that the true identity of each cannot be known apart
from the other. This is why the Church is called the
“bride of Christ.”

The Church is unchanging, because the truths that
God revealed to humanity through Jesus Christ are com-
plete and unchanging. At the same time, the Church is
constantly developing a deeper understanding of God’s
revelation in Christ.

The Church possesses a permanent constitution or
structure, which was established by Jesus when he gave
his apostles the responsibility and authority to teach and
baptize in his name. This responsibility and authority was
handed on to the apostles’ successors, the bishops.

The Church possesses a permanent ethic because
certain acts always undermine the human relationship
with God, regardless of the reasons for doing them.
Also, certain Catholic moral teachings can never be
changed, because they are essential formulations of
God'’s revelation in Jesus.

The Church possesses a permanent body of dogma
because it has been revealed to us by Jesus, or has been
inferred from the truths revealed by him.

THE CHURCH IS MYSTERY

uman history and surpasses our human comprehansion. Only i aith can ane see the
Chunch as the bearerof divin e along with s place in history
Vatican council

teach, itis

- the visible society and the spiitual commnity;

7).
{eads the Church as 3 mode o holiness.

(tumen Gentium, ).
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permanent constitution. Chapter 2.3 demonstrates how thiough history the Church has

ifernt images to exptain how the Church s rlevant to the world and at the same time
Separate from the wol

= explain why we say the Church is mystery:

the Church;
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events within the Church;
- dentify the images or understandings of the nature of the Church that dominated
diferent periods of Church hstory.

other periods i hstory,




Relevant Teachings from Church Documents
© Basing itsell upon Sacred Scripture and Tradition,
[the Council] teaches that the Church, now sojourn-
ing on earth as an exile, is necessary for salvation.
Christ, present to us in His Body, which is the Church,
is the one Mediator and the unique way of salvation.
In explicit terms He Himself affirmed the necessity of
faith and baptism (124 cf. Mk 16:16; Jn 3:5) and
thereby affirmed also the necessity of the Church, for
through baptism as through a door men enter the
Church. Whosoever, therefore, knowing that the
Catholic Church was made necessary by Christ,
would refuse to enter or to remain in it, could not be
saved. (Lumen Gentium, 14)
 Those also can attain salvation who through no fault
of their own do not know the Gospel of Christ or His
Church, yet sincerely seek God and moved by grace
strive by their deeds to do His will as it is known to
them through the dictates of conscience. Nor does
Divine Providence deny the helps necessary for salya-
tion to those who, without blame on their part, have
not yet arrived at an explicit knowledge of God and
with His grace strive to live a good life. Whatever
good or truth is found amongst them is looked upon
by the Church as a preparation for the Gospel.
(Lumen Gentium, 16)
The Christian dispensation, therefore, as the new and
7 8 definitive covenant, will never pass away and we now
await no further new public revelation before the glo-
rious manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ (see 1
Tim. 6:14 and Tit. 2:13). (Dei Verbum 4)
 This tradition which comes from the Apostles devel-

op in the Church with the help of the Holy Spirit. (5
cf. First Vatican Council, Dogmatic Constitution on
the Catholic Faith, Chap. 4, “On Faith and Reason:"
Denzinger 1800 (3020).) For there is a growth in the
understanding of the realities and the words which
have been handed down. This happens through the
contemplation and study made by believers, who
treasure these things in their hearts (see Luke, 2:19,
51) through a penetrating understanding of the spir-
itual realities which they experience, and through the
preaching of those who have received through epis-
copal succession the sure gift of truth. For as the cen-
turies succeed one another, the Church constantly
moves forward toward the fullness of divine truth
until the words of God reach their complete fulfill-
ment in her. (Dei Verbum 8)

Prayer Service

Pray for the Church. Ask the students to write their own petitions for people who belong to their parish, as well as for those people who are
separated from the Church. Arrange the class in a circle. Darken the room and pass a lit candle around the circle, allowing each person to offer
their petition or to pray in silence for the intended person. At the end of the service, choose a reader to lead the prayer found on page 56 of the
Student Tex, the reading from Ephesians. Finally, have the students join hands and pray the Our Father.

49



What’s Really Catholic?
Why the Church Is a Mystery
Objectives
In this lesson, students will be able to:
 note that people represent the Catholic Church in dif-
ferent ways;
o realize that the Church is a mystery of faith that can
never be fully expressed from any single viewpoint;
o know that the Church is a joining of the human and
divine and is essentially both.

Advance Preparation
© Make available several art supplies, including draw-
ing paper, paints, markers, colored pencils, poster-
board, clay, and others of your choice.

Preview

The opening story under “What's Really Catholic?”
compares (wo priests who serve at the same parish and
their different styles of ministry and belief, ultimately
coming to the conclusion that both in their own way
represent what it means to be Catholic. The story is a
lead-in to the text section “Why the Church Is a
Mystery.” The message in this section is that the Church
is a mystery and that, in the words of Pope John XIII,
“everything, even human differences leads to the
greater good of the Church.”

WHAT’S REALLY
CATHOLIC?

onia has been a Catholic youth minister

for almostten years. Wher she was asked
what the statement, “the Church is a
mystery,” meant o her, she told the following,
story!

1 can still remember a partcular incident
after my very frst youth group meeting, The
pastor o the parish, Fater Kelly, came down
the stairs just as the door closed behind the

fast high school

i today. She

was one of the last Kids 1 thought you'd get
aut for a youth group. Her parents haven't
darkened the door of the church since my
first month here. They are old Father Dave
‘groupies who act as ifI'm the devil incamate.
it wers youTd be;m:vamd for trouble. They.

o Faler Kel's “ny. way o te ighvay.
talk In fact, I'd come to realize that his gruff
il s e = o Gkl Bt
his final warning about Sara did start me
thinking again. | had hoped to stay out of the
ever present, rarely vocalized conflict in our
parish, but Father Kelly's comments made.
me realize: that was probably not possible.
Everything | did was going to be interpreted
as my taking one “side” or the other. I needed

The problem was, Father Kelly and the
pastor who had been at St. Pius before him—
Father Dave—approached their_ ministries
from very different perspectives. The parish
was now divided between those parishioners
who were angry that Father Dave had bee
transferred and those who were thankful that
Father Kelly had come.

In one of our first conversations, Father

plained his ministerial approach to

‘many people trying to be the quarterback and
not enough who were prepared to run, block,
fothing, ever got done. Even
peaple were doing all kinds of crazy.
the name of the Church.
s equated with every half-
i through this townt My
hat what happens here is
genuinely Catholic.

Father Kelly believed that the Church
should call people o accept their
responsibilities. He challenged people to live
up to theic commitments, begihing wilh
their commitment o the Church. “Being
member o the Ghurch it bout feein al
warm and fuzzy inside,” he told me when |
interviewed for the job. I s about making a

may have ideas group.
15 el fof ek acky et

His words shock me. Even in my
short timeat St. Pius parish | had grown used

because of what you get out of it. You come
because Sunday worship is part of your
commitment”

Intemnet Links

www.vati I /butwrite/church_myst.htm

Here you will find Bishop Christopher Butler’s essay, “The Church a Mystery.” Butler, an influential participant in the Second Vatican Council,
reflects on whal it meam for the Council to frame Lumen Gentium in the terms of mystery rather than the Church militant.

li U/ac0601.asp

Catholic Update examines tensions in different conceptions of the Church, and how these tensions might produce a richer understanding of
Church, in “How the Spirit Guides the Church: Two Views in Matthew and John,” by William H. Shannon.

http://ic.net/~erasmus/RAZ3 15.HIM

Fr. John A. Hardon, 8., traces the historical development of the doctrine of the Church’s necessity for salvation.

Do the bishops receive their power and authority from God or the pope? In his America article, “Who Are the Bishops?” Ladislas Orsy, SJ.,
explains how the Church’s historical engagement with this question provides theological insight on its constitution.

WW icancatholi U/ac1282.asp

Catholic Update explores the relationship between conscience and Church teaching in “Your Conscience and Church Teaching: How Do They
Fit Tngelher'" by NlChOlZS Lohkamp, O.EM.

wi l U/ac1086.asp

Catholic Update summarizes key dogmas of the Church in popular language in “What Catholics Believe: A Popular Overview of Catholic
Teaching,” by Leonard Foley, 0.EM.




Fher Kelly wouldtt bapize

e
goers. (“How can they make
promises for other people that
they domt  even keep
hemselves?) e alo wouldn't et
their frst

thought they weren't taking their
responsibility to the Church
seriously enough. Every kid in the
school and every kid in
religious education classes was
given a set of envelopes.

e to put an envelope in the
basket every Sunday, with or
without. money. If people were
preparing for first communion or
Confirmation but weren't puing
envelopes in (he baske every
Sunday, Father Kelly would tell
them that they had to wait another

ve the sacraments. H
also refused to preside at
weddings if the couple was

themselves and  their gifts. The
parishcouncil_during  Father
Dave’s fenure had been a large
group with representives from
every segment of the parish.
council's primary focus had been
on making St. Fius a welcoming
community with opportunities for
everyone fo get involved.
When Father Dave was the
pastoe at St P, homiles had
Sl facepiees wd
lmgweues& “There had been very
e et O
the sacraments.  Father Dave
actually had areputation for
accepting weddings that_other
priests. refused. His y
was, “Maybe the wedding will be

y

Father Kelly believed

ucture, and Church
ko Jou take hese thitgs: o

start  thinking

‘anything goes’ And go it does,
straight to hell” He was fond of
saying, “If you run the Church as a
democracy, ignorance and sin will
win every election.”

Another Perspective on
Church and Ministry

1 never met Father Dave, but |
Know. that s understanding of

Father Kelly, “Father Dave always

Church,
Fother Dave belleved tat

Christ, but he felt that the greatest
harm to
the

were not living and acting as they
hould.

“The parishioners of St. Pius,
like the parishioners of so many
parishes in North America, were
divided ~between  these

‘magisterium—The _bish-

ops, acting in unison with

the pope, by virtue of their

ordination, constitute the

‘magisterium. The magister.

um is the teaching authority
the Church.

BellRingers
1. Call on students to work in six groups and

come up with profiles of “what it means to be
Catholic.” Only tell a group its own person to profile.
Don't let them know the categories of the other
groups. Each group should discuss and develop one
profile for a typical Catholic in each of these areas:
* a Catholic politician
« a Catholic grandparent
* a Catholic second-grader
« a Catholic entertainer
* a Catholic high school student
* a Catholic priest or nun
‘The groups should develop a list of first-person state-
ments about “what Catholics believe.” For example, a
Catholic politician might say, “I am personally
opposed to abortion. But I am elected to serve my
constituency, so I respect a woman’s right to
choose.” A Catholic second-grader might say, “
believe Jesus is in the bread I will receive at First
Communion.” A high-school student, “All religions
have something to offer.”

. After preparation time, have the groups choose one
person to represent the Catholic they are profiling.
Have them come in front of the class and speak in
character explaining “why they are Catholic.”

3. Assign for reading “What's Really Catholic?” (pages
38-40).




Teaching Approaches
1. Discuss Tonia’s story from the text. Compare
Tonia’s experiences of Catholics with the students’
own experiences, especially as represented in the
characterizations from the Bell-Ringer activities.

2. Discuss Tonia's conclusion about the “mystery of the
Church” from the final paragraph in the text section
(page 40). Ask: “Do you agree or disagree with
Tonia’s perspective? Explain.”

3. Allow a few minutes for the students to work on the
Journal Assignment on page 40. As a follow-up to the
opening story, call on a few volunteers to share what
they wrote.

4. The text section “Why the Church Is a Mystery” helps
to answer the questions posed in the opening story,
that is, how more than one viewpoint can represent
what it means to be Catholic. Highlight the first part
of the section (pages 40—41) to the subsection, “The
Church and God's Kingdom.”

viewpoints. There were people in each group

ere hurt and angry because they felt
that the true Cathalic Church was being
threatened. People from both groups turned
o me as the newest member of the parish
il and sk me o sappor ther and
move the W particularly the youth
i the “ight” directions their dirction.

el rprsens e’ o Church?

listening and praying,
e s oo Pt R o
Father Dave represented the “true” Catholic
Chusch, Bothof the were right sbout who

d who we are calle

e e v e o
bolh Fther Kely i hi supporiers and

Irealized that if
1 had o answer the questons for myself:
“What is the ‘right’ direction?” And, “Who

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT

WHY THE CHURCH
IS A MYSTERY

T comang adasto e Secnd Vi

Council, Pope John XXl said, “everything,

even human differences, leads (0 the greater

oo of the Church " Although the tensions.

a1 St Pius and in many other Catholic

parishes are._sometimes _painful _and
they

“That, for me,
s part of the |ny§l=ry of the Church!

been permeated by the Spirit of the invisible,
intangible, and timeless God. The spiritual

the Church—its inner truth—is not
Something that can be scientifically observed

institutions. Through the eyes of faith, we can
see the hand of God accomplishing things in
theCl

faith
aodoar mmwsunamg i Chn s

alone.
hurch is

conceening. he i b
inevitable. The Church is a mystery of faith
that can never be fully expressed from any.
single viewpoint. It is only when we share
and explore our different understandings of
the Church that the mystery of the Church
begios to unfold for us.

To say that the Church is a mystery is to
Say that its nature can never be g
the power of reason alone. The Church s a
visible, tangible, historical realty, but it has

far more than the sum of allits members. The
Church is a joining of the human and the
e i) oty RO Al

T3 e ehs Wi
G may act in a way that is contrary to
God, the Church tself can never be in
oppasition to God. For this reason, we are
never called to separate ourselves from the
Church no matter what is being done by
some in the name of the Church God may
call us to challenge others within the Church

Extending the Lesson

1. Have the students select an item related to a controversial issue (e.g., the treatment of the poor, a medical issue, etc.) from a Catholic news-
paper, magazine, or television program; or, select an item from the general media which deals specifically with the Catholic response to some
issue.

2. Instruct the students to analyze the story using the following process. Summarize: Identify the perspective(s) from which the situation is being
analyzed and list the strengths and weaknesses of each viewpoint. Ask: What understanding of Catholicism is contained in this viewpoint? What
understanding of Catholicism (if any) is being ignored? What questions does this story raise about what it means to be Catholic today? What
emotional response do you have to this story? Why? What conclusions might be drawn about the Catholic Church based on this story?

3. Compare this account with coverage of the same event from a different news source.




or to disassociate ourselyes from
certain actions done in the name of

spesks the will of God to then
Spirit_does not, however,

abandon the Church, because the
Church is not merely human; it is
also divine.

The Church is a mystery
because it holds apparent
opposites together. Within the
Church is the human and sinful,
and the divine and holy. Within
the Church is the visible and
changeable, and the invisible and
permanent. Within the Church is
the earthly and the heavenly, the
“already” and the “not yet.”

The Church and God’s
Kingdom
h the Incarnation of

kingdom, the realm i \vhv:h
God's will is dane, was open

Humarity. In Jespe” desth and
resurrection earthly life  was

coming The Church
i th focal point of e ngdom's
ch

o the place
tely eare of the foct tht we
S5 Bwai the fliness of the

ingde

“The Church is the focal point of
the Kingdon'’s presence because it
5 through the Church that the will
of God—the (oundtion of Ilm

Kngdom_may
oen. The Holy St el
the. hems of the faithful and

way that we speak to one another.
The Spiritreveals God fo s
primarly heough an
"The Chuch ma

A Sy avalatl

recognize and interpret
then oo xample I s I the
Church, and most larly.in
the Fucharst, that we e o
o be one with God and one with
each other,

Spint not. only
speaks 10 us through signs a
s e Spi sl witorn

through the power  of the
signs and_symbols. Thus the
Church not only calls us to

peace, but also
gives us the mmm o believe
that reconciliation_and peace are

possile,and the Churct
the siwnglh and the courge lo
work for them. The Church is the
Sl ot o b tatdon's
wse in the Church
Gad's wil ot only manfes
is also accessibl
Bt v G’ will s made

suRvEy ¥ gPINION
Interview at least five
Catholics you know of
diferent ages. Ask them their

bring their infant
child to your parish
for Baptism. The
father has never prac-
ticed a religion. The
‘mother was baptized
aCatholicbut eventu-
ally stopped going to
Church. 1 you were

5. Highlight these points from the Catechism (771).
The Church is a mystery because:
¢ she is part of human history, yet surpasses
human understanding;
¢ she is a hierarchical institution, yet the
Mystical Body of Christ;
« she is both a visible and spiritual community;
¢ she is both of earth and of heaven;
o she is the divinely appointed means for the
sanctification of the faithful.
6. The sub “The Church and God's Kingdom”

allow the baby to be
baptized? 1f not,
why? 1f so, would
there be any require-
ments you would ask
of the couple? What
would they be?

own opinion on what you

to face with the great distance
between God's will and our

behavior. Week by week we are
asked 1o acknowledge our own
failings and our own sinfulness and

Goxl's plan for peace, justice, unily,
and love. The Church s the place
where forgiveness and hope. are
already present; it is also the place
o recogmize Iy
much we still need forgieness and

4

So we return o Tonia's
Who speaks for the
‘Irue’ Church? Those who remind

kingdom of God—The reign
or rule of God. The kingdom
of God has begun with the
coming of esus. Tt wil exist
nts perfect form at the end.
of time.

(pages 41-42) compares the meaning of the Church
with God's kingdom. To enhance the discussion,
allow the students to work individually or in small
groups o use various art media to represent their
idea of God's kingdom. Display and share the fin-
ished work as you have time.
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us of our sins and our need to

7. Point out the separate feature “ ia” (page
42). Add to the text material more information about of Adults (RCIA)—The
the time of mystagogy (see Background Information, e e o214 hoper The
below). shous and join In Bl workd mus hear ot voicesif s
» communion the When Fa
8. Homework Assignment: Catholic Church by recelving. o
 Write answers to the Study Questions and Journal el ik Sl
i Church offers, he was movin
Assignment on page 42. St Seople i the right”direction He
o Read the text sections “The Church Is the Confirmation, and Eucharist.  was helping 'f’ﬂ"c}vc-;:‘ﬂerwﬂd
CGulmination of Salvation History” and “The Church Is nedon
o utca
Necessary for Salvation” (pages 43-46). mystagogia—Unfolding of  already present. When Father
* Do at least one of the activities suggested in the fea- the ity e e e ol mpaiiy when b
ture “We Are Christ's Body” on page 44. Plan to share following the Baptiem of
what you did at the next class session. oo
themselves mere fuly tothe
graces received i Baptism.

personal responsibilty,
challenged.them to confess their

forgiveness and the ways in which
we personally_have kept_th
Kingdom

presentin ts fullness.

STupbpY QUESTIONS

- WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO SAY THAT THE CHURCH IS MYSTERY?

- HOW IS THE CHURCH “THE FOCAL POINT OF THE KINGDOM'S
PRESENCE"?




The Church Is the Culmination of

THE CHURCH

1S THE Salvation History

CULMINATION The Church Is Necessary for
OF SALVATION Salvation
HISTORY Objectives

In this lesson, students will be able to:
* see that the Church is the culmination of salvation

“The world was created for the
sake of the Church.” This phrase
was used by Christians of the frst

centuries to  express their It
understanding of the role of the 2 hlSlOI’y; R i
Church in God’s plan for the the i o  know that God remains incarnate in the Church, that
At of hun
world® The Church is the pien GU:"‘. i "\ salvation  Wistory—The . z
colmination of Salvation HIS(ory.  ywomen t6 be co.sueniors mih i, 2267 o Gots action n the Church is the Body of Christ on earth;
From the creation of the world,  fp the name of all humanity Adam ™ vation h * und at salvati S i
God has ntnded buman De0gs o e A vl 1o the. ovets thatsalvation comes to the world through
to share in divine life. In the thiough which God makes Jesus, who is present in the Church.
Church this _sharing finally  people are invited by God to use humanity aware of and
‘becomes a realiy. . their own talents and efforts to brings humanity into_the 4
aall o "be the Church”  perfect and complete the work of  kingdom of God. 1t begins Preview
hls)'"r.h" God’s invitation to tion¢ In spite of human  withthe creation of the world o 2 5 »
:‘.wcrhm:" dvll:'g‘ue“ \w::: :-.ml l‘n iliess; God has'riever 1ok andwil end Wit ha Sacond, The Church was “a plan born in the Father’s heart.
e Church we are invited to elate o THREI | Coring ot ot "
10 the Father, not merely as God's  carapion for s et GG The Church began with the sin of Adam and Eve after
Towly creatures, but as his sons Liter ol FAtd s pariculic A 5
and dughiers The call 0 The ottt s e mene enet e God promised a Redeemer. The formation of the
e e dible gifland an  eath. The Isracltes i e Church took place with the call of Abraham and the
incredible trust, The Church is e enter into 2 m inding .
summation of all of God's gifts (.,m.....“.,la.m.nh.p ‘with mﬁ Chosen People and it was established when Christ

throughout history. Despite our
weaknesses and our many falings,
God has never aban

despaired of us. Despite the many

called his apostles and put Peter at the head. The les-

R e et sons remind the students of the Church’s foundation as

times. that human beings have between God and humanity well as Christ's ongoing presence in the Church. Also,
violated God’s trust, God has which God has established A . ;.
offered us the most precious gift of out of ove. The new covenant because Christ is necessary for our salvation and Christ

S o b i S W S
drand i i b hpla ondaned hem. | Fe e

v is present in the Church, the statement that Christ is
to consider some of the other ways (ommumly from which Guds

o T et SO I vkt | necesary o sabvation remains e
humanity throughout the course he tis right, God =
of Salvation History. hlm<dl hzumt a member of that

BellRingers
1. Discuss the actions the students did as home-
work as part of “We Are Christ's Body" (page
44). Call on students to describe the circumstances

of their actions and the reactions by those they
served.

2. Ask the students to pair up with someone whom they
rarely talk with. Allow about 10 minutes for give-and-
take conversation between the students, suggesting
they discuss each other’s interests, four-year plans,
life plans, and family backgrounds.

3. Connect the discussion experience with the under-
standing that “we bring Christ to one another.”
Introduce the lesson by emphasizing that the Church
is the body of Christ.

4. Collect and correct the students' homework
assignment.
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- ) Toncing Appronches commniy e e Sonof G, conie the ok of It in
1. Create a timeline of salvation history to show Was bom as a_helpless baby proclaiming and establishing the

completely dependent upon the  kingdon.
how God created the world for the sake of the love, support, and care of the “This means that God remains

: 5 e around him. God entrusted  incarnate in history in the Church,
Church. For example, include the following events: B S 1 vy T erehe
* When Adam and Eve sinned, God immediately '

body of Christ on earth, and each

3 Do at feast one of the person of Jesus God chose to ber of the Church is a
formed a covenant with a people, through Abraham. the following actions for bind the divine natare with
A : human nature so that the two

= In Moses, God gave the people a binding Law.

= Through the family of David, God promised a Body of Chrst on Earth ""mn;vmwnxh e e
Messiah. 5 o God communicates truth and
. . face? The Church is _the
o At the Incarnation, God himself became part of the Y et -
human community he had formed. ol God & humaniy, nor was it

o Jesus chose Apostles, named a leader, and founded a i i,.L'"I,‘. ;:'r‘:lrv'rrs:::p ot % Ly ;

Chiurch) T,TJ:LX;“:;"“‘ God. Even after bz(nmmghljman, ;:..'.':,;“iiﬁi“Jl‘.,i‘",;;;”s,“"éﬁ
 The Holy Spiit keeps the presence of esus alie in e s e ST U
the Church. youcan doforchist today? _ offer us. The depth and breadih of ::m:;; “;"‘" ot known;

4 . od's love forumanity and trst
2. Quiz: Have the students close their books. Assign the e e e g e St Teresa of  Avila
Q G o ity ple beyod (|5| 5-1582) calls us all to

Study Questions on page 45 as a quiz. Have the stu- Jesus death—and even beyond  emember our role as Church
dents write their answers. v . el
3. Connect the “We Are Christ’'s Body” exercise to the o us earth but yours,
et

: s s theanly hamds wth
quote by St. Teresa of Avila. Sl s et

. Explain that the statement “The Church is necessary f s Eirs IRt ol et
4 i which he can go about the
for salvation™ has sparked a need for careful expla-
nation by the Catholic Church, so s not to be misun- - i
derstood as applying to people who belong to other 2 i i Gt ol i o
Christian denominations and who are of other faiths. i ot ‘;‘;‘,[‘ but yours. -
The Second Vatican Council offers a detailed expla- i Hoff il
. : 2 given to the Churcl
nation of how the Church recognizes the link of 5 % from the Father and the
Son 5o that the Church could

csys RODY

Baptism with the Christians. Quoting in part:
“likewise, we can say that in some real way they are
joined with us in the Holy Spirit, for to them also fe
gives His gifis and graces, and is thereby operative
among them with His sanctifying power” (Lumen
Gentium 15).




5. Select a conflict or tension within the Church which
STUDY QUESTIONS involves a difference in understanding the nature and
role of the Church. Have the students use role-play, a

+ WHAT DID EARLY CHRISTIANS MEAN BY THE PHRASE “THE WORLD 15 4
CREATED FOR THE SAKE OF THE CHURCH"? letter to a newspaper editor, or a panel debate to see

* HOW DOES GOD REMAIN INCARNATE IN HUMAN HISTORY? the value of the position of those on the other side.

Highlight the ways in which the two different under-
neither Jesus or the Church to

THE CHURCH 1S umlly wih e Fathet® m';m‘ standings of the Church and its role can move us to a
NECESSARY be e e deeper appreciation of the true nature of the Church.
BOR. SALVATION l:fnﬁ,"iﬁ,"“ e Z:';a?‘".'. R o e, (The focus should be on different understandings of

aint Teresa of Avil's words  Church must also challenge ifs  Savatin i the end goal of ,
Shﬂp us to understand the  own members to live as Christ  all creation. It refers to the the role of the Chlll'(ill, not on different responses to

mystery of the Church’s necessity. lived. The Church must be willing  fulfillment of the human particular moral issues. For example, the Church’s

The official teaching of the  to say that certain things are nOt  desi forultmate ruth and 2

Calho:‘k g‘-m:‘. has |nng stated  compatible with a total surrender ccoirace Savation s made response to couples who are living together may be

ihat the Church is for 1o Christ. The Church is the sign i it % N i

it oo e e Al S ot by s s discussed, but not the morality of couples living

Church there is no wlv'i:mll  humanity. As the sign 2 together.)

Salvation comes to the world only  must stve for periectio -

through Jesus. fesus remains  instrume e Church must offer i

present in the word through lis G encompassing love. The 6. Homework Assignment: ,

b yll e Church, Wesay that e e Church s il _and * Complete the Study Questions and Journal

urch s necessary for salvation  accepting at the same time. This s : b

e e s ey o ol he e myseey Assignment on page 46. You will not have (o share

eaivition: Welout Jesus. Wi has the Journal Assignment with anyone else. Use initials

chosen the Church as his body,  What Is the True Church? hJ h £ ho is i

ma:llisnnlsalvmlm . Retum once-more o' Tonla's. rather than names to designate who is “in” or “out”

Chorh 16 the body of Chuit e QUestion.  What atitude s of the circle,

P, ' necessary if we are to be the body. . 5

Salied o e o, of Christ on eath and continue © Read the text section, “The Church Is the Bride of
Chist's work of bringing salvation o

bt 15 the by of Chi, 15t e workd? s the e of Christ” (pages 46-47).

ki Father Kelly or of Father Dave? i “

ot man that hose who, o Lo . Workl \‘«:I.lh a partner to complete the “Survey of

Christor s Chrch ave rced s, Jests said, " | bove Oninionexercise ort page 41,

sahavion Jesussnd e CRUICATE one. anather”(ohn 1330). Those * Begin work on the Learn By Doing assignment, page

necessary to God's plan for  one *MOIner ot 1330, Those

salvation; however, through ways 1o prefer Father D 56.

approach have recognized the
importance of showing everyone
the love and acceptance which

known only to God, the Holy
Spirit can lead those who know
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The Church Is the Bride of Christ
Objectives
In this lesson, students will be able to:
o grasp the image of the Church as the bride of Christ;
o note the similarities between the relationship of a hus-
band and wife and Christ and the Church;
o hear the fruits of Christian marriage in a class
presentation.

fruly acting as the body of Christ when they
placepople v s Jesus o i

perfect just as your heavenly Father is
Derect” (Matew 548 Furthermore, Jesus
tells_people.that when members of the
community sin they should be approached
and corrected by one person; then, it
secessay, by severa; and. naly, 1 )
needed, by the whole Church. Any who

STubY QUESTIONS

refuse o lsten 1o the Church should then be
treated ke outsiders (Matihew 18:15-20),
Those who are more comfortable with Father
Kely' approuch have recognied ht
a member of the body of Christ is a great
respansibiiy. e 1 odsring s e
“irue” Church when they insist that one's
membership in the body of Christ should be
evident i a person's priorities and behaviors.
They are truly acting as the body of Christ
when they stress the importance of doing,
what God would have us do.

FIEWEW « EXPLAIN THE STATEMENT “THE CHURCH IS NECESSARY FOR
This lesson covers a very short text section. This will SALVATION.”

g i - ~ NAME AN EXAMPLE FROM THE RECENT NEWS TN WHICH THE CHURCH
allow for the class to hc"“f iprcsntionGrimateage HAS HAD TO SPEAK OUT BECAUSE IT WAS NOT COMPATIBLE WITH THE
from one or more Catholic couples, focusing on how GOSPEL AND TOTAL SURRENDER TO CHRIST-
their close relationship compares with the relationship
that Christ holds with his Church.

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT

Advance Preparofion . DRAW A CIRCLE. PUT CHRIST IN THE CENTER. THEN ADD THE

« Arrange for atleast one (but preferably two) Catholic
married couple to address the class. Ideally, one cou-
ple should be newly maried (0 to 5 years), the other
longtime married. When you invite the couple, give
them a copy of the “Marriage Disscussion
Preparation Sheet” (page 329 of the TWE) to help
them plan their talk.

Bell-Ringers

1. Refer to the assignment, “Survey of Opinion.”
Divide the class into the two majority opinions: 1)
that the baby should be allowed Baptism and 2) that
the haby should not be allowed Baptism (or only if
the parents meet certain requirements). Allow both
groups to debate the issue back and forth.

. Continue the discussion. Call on volunteers to sum-
marize some of the results of their survey of five peo-
ple from outside of class on this issue. Print some of
the responses on the board. Make sure to point out
that while Baptism should not be denied to anyone
willing to make a profession (including godparents
and parents for an infant), in the case of infants cat-
echesis for the parents prior to Baptism and catech-
esis for the infant after Baptism is essential.

THE CHURCH IS THE
BRIDE OF CHRIST

he loving relationship of Christ and the

Church also acknowledges a distinction
between Christ (the head) and the Church
(the body). The image of Christ as the
bridegroom and the Church as the bride was.
prepared by the Old Testament prophets and
‘announced by John the Baptist. In explaining,

why he wasn't the Messiah, John named
Jesus as the bridegroom, “the one who has
the bride” (lohn 329). The Church is Jesus’
bride.!!

In the letter to the Ephesians (529-32),
Saint Paul talks about the relationship
between Christ and the Church by using the

from Genesis which speaks of a
husband and wife becoming one flesh. In
Paul’s understanding of marriage a husband
and wife belong, completely to each other.

S ANSWERS




Although they remain separate people they
surrendered themselves to each other

Their marriage s a relations!

intended it to be, 1o the extent that the

husband and wife are no longer two but

one—one in will and

one. ction. In

choosing the Church to

be his

THE CHURCH IS
UNCHANGING YET
DEVELOPING

he Church is mystery in that it is

unchanging and ye it doesn't look the
same in every period in history.

“The Church in turn must surrender itself to
Cheist In order to be Christ's body on earth,
the Church must make Jesus’ wil its own.
“The Church honors its covenant with Christ
and truly acts as his body when its members

humility, and ~self-
denial 13
“The Church that is

Catholics believe that fesus Christ is the
absolute self-communication of God to
humanity. Nolhing new willbe revealed to us
that has ot already been revealed in the lfe,
death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus,
and in his sending of the Holy Spirit, We also
believe that our understanding Jesus and the
truth which he revealed s constantly
growing and deepening '

59

Teaching Approaches
1. Summarize the text section, “The Church Is
the Bride of Christ” (pages 46-47), highlighting
how the relationship between Christ and the Church
is much like that of 2 hushand and a wife.

. Focus on the passage from the letter to the Ephesians

(5:29-32). The passage points out how a wife

should serve her husband in the same way the

Church serves Christ. Likewise, a hushand should

care for his wife as Christ cares for his Church.

Emphasize the points made in the final paragraph of

the section, especially: “The identity of both Christ

and the Church can now be known only in the other.”

Set up chairs facing the class. Welcome the married

couples you have invited. Using the format suggested

on the handout on page 329 of the TWE, 1) ask each
couple to introduce themselves and provide a brief
history of their marriage; 2) have each couple share

a brief reflection on the marriage issues listed on the

handout; 3) address questions on marriage to the

panel members.

4. Mter the panel presentation has concluded, call on
three or four students to come before the class and
take turns answering, in their own words, the Journal
Assignment on page 47.

5. Homework Assignment:

Read the text section “The Church Is Unchanging Yet
Developing” through the subsection “The Church Has a
Permanent Constitution” (pages 47-49).

N
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The Church Is Unchanging Yet
Developing
The Church Has a Permanent Constitution
Objectives
In this lesson, students will be able to:
« know three things within the Church which cannot
and will not change;
o focus on the permanent constitution of the Church;
» understand the meaning of the Magisterium and how
it is essential to the Church.

Preview

“The Church is unchanging yet developing” is the the-
sis for this and the following lesson. It is supported by the
understanding that the Church has a permanent hody of
dogma, a ethic,and a
that cannot change through time. Though this is true and
God's revelation is complete in Jesus Christ, this section
points out that our understanding and expression of the
revelation can and do change. This lesson focuses specif-
ically on the permanent constitution of the Church, that
is, its basic form and makeup.

Advance Preparation

 Arrange to have available for video presentation
Peer; Keeper of the Keys, which is the first in 7he
Foolprints of God: The Story of Salvation from
Abrabam to Augustine series available [rom Vision
Video. Cue the video (o a part near the beginning that
covers Jesus' call to Peter and his establishment as
the rock on which the Church was founded.

apostle—0ne who is sent
It is the name used for the
twelve men whom Jesus
chose and who the Church
believes  were  given
authrity by Christ.

“The role of the Church as the
body of Christ guided by the Holy.
Spiritis 1o continue to reveal the

peop!
justas Jesus did. It s the task of the
Church (0 interpret what is going
on in today’s world in light of the
gospel 15 We reveal what has been
revealed to_us through who we

through what w
Revelation is complete in Jesus,
our understanding and expression
of the Revelation can and do
develop and change.
© a Catholic
understanding of the Church,
there are three things within the
Church which cannot and will not
change:
1. The Church hasa
permanent consltution
2. “The Church has
peemaneat ehie.
3. The Church hasa

superimposed on us The Church's
ssential part of the
s dentity n the same way
that our bodies are an essential
part of our identity. Even as it
changes and develops it remains
fundamentally the same.
believe that Jesus
established the basic structure for
the Church when he chose twelve
apostles from among his many
followers.  Because of human
limitations some_people
bound to_ know Jesus and his
message more_intimately._than
others.

ze in his name. H
it clear that this authority was not

gain power, but to
serve others and help them grow

dogma.

We will examine each one of
these in more detail and consider
some of the implications of saying
that these are permanent.

The Church Has a
Permanent Constitution

act in his person, the apostles
passed on their knowledge of
Jesus, their authority from him,
and their commitment to service
in his name to their successors. In

permanently _established. The
Catholic understanding of the
Church s built upon the belief
that this structure has been what
Jesus _intended.

Those elements in the
Churehs structure. which
were established by Josus. Tt
includes the presence of the
hierarchy.

et Churh This st has
been part of the Church from the
begining, 1 is not semething
which has been superin

the Church any more than our
bodies are things which have been

the ap
alzo promised that he would be
with them to the end of time
(Matthew 2820). He would guide
them in ther teaching and in who
they baptized. Since the apostles
themselves did ot live uniil “the




end of time,” the Catholic Church

the fith of today and the fath of
the past.

that fesus will continue to guide
those who will succeed  the
apostles until the end of ime.1”
Bishops in union with the
pope and with priess as ther co-

compatible with the truth revealed
by Jesus. Bishops are commitied to
passing on the truth which they

ave received from those who
have gone before the, extending
all the way back to the aposties
Bishops can and must interpret
that iruth in_light of current
circumstances. They also can and
must express that truth in
language which makes sense to
the people of the day. But they are
ot free to change or contradict the
fundamental essence of that truth.

things (God and God's call 1o us)
were perfectly revealed in Jesus,
changing historical circumstances
should never cause us to accept
things that contradict what has
been passed to us from
through his apostles and their
successors.

The Responsibility of the
Magisterium

“The bishops o the world, ofien
referred 1o as “the college of
bishops,” are commilted 1o
maintaining. continuity. between

reinterpreting what Jesus said and
didin such a way that we can use it
tojustify anything we are doing or
want to do. The bishops, acting in

their ordination, are the authentic

teaching authoriy of the Church
“The pope and bishops hand on the.
depasit of faith from generaton to

neration. Competent theologians
and  spiritual _authors—botlh
ordained and lay people—are able
1o help the pope and bishops in the.
area of teaching and preaching®
But itis the job of the pope and
bishops fo ensure tha the eachings
of Christ—the head of the body—
are not dissipated or corrupted
before they reach the ather various
parts of the body—the members of

e Church. It is also the
esponsibilty ofthe magiserium to
convey the messages that come
from the head in such a way that
they can be understood. The

bishop—Litarally  an
“overseer A bishop is @
successor to the apostles
and the head of & particular
church (usually a dioceso),
Al of the bishops together

exercise leadership over the
universal Church,

‘pope—The bishop of Rome
The pope s successor of
Peter and as such holds the
highest office of teaching
and governance in the
Catholic church,

y BellRingers
\ﬁ 1. Divide the class into two groups. Ask one

B

~

group to brainstorm a list of things that change
(e.g., music styles, clothing fads, boyfriend/girl-
friends, etc.). Ask the other group to brainstorm a
list of things that are permanent (e.g., long mar-
riages, classical literature, town landmarks, etc.).
After the discussion, compare the lists. Discuss what
makes things permanent and what makes things
prone to change.
Follow up by asking: “How is change a necessary
element in a relationship? How important is
permanence?”

Teaching Approaches

1. Point out that in the Church as in many other
aspects of life, change and permanence go hand in
hand. The Church must change in some ways in order
to remain relevant or even comprehensible in a chang-
ing world. At the same time, there are aspects of the
Church which cannot change if the Church is to main-
tain its identity as the body of Christ. These aspects are
(write on the board and offer an explanation):

1. The Church has a permanent constitu-
tion. (i.e., the hierarchical structure of the
Church, the Magisterium—bishops in union
with the pope)

2. The Church has a permanent ethic.(i.e.,
the Church’s moral teaching)

3. The Church has a permanent body of
dogma. (i.e., certain absolute truths which
were revealed by Jesus and will never change)

Focus on the text subsection, “The Church Has a
Permanent Constitution” (pages 48-49), especially on
the authority Jesus gave to Peter and the apostles and
on the necessity of the Magisterium in today’s Church.

61




3.Share: “The Magisterium—the official teaching
authority of the Church, residing in the pope and
the hishops—has a vital function. The Magisterium
ensures the authentic teaching of the gospel
message.”

. Play part of the video Peter; Keeper of the Keys (see
above) that details Jesus founding of the Church and
its hierarchy through St. Peter. The video is a total of
110 minutes. Plan to show about a twenty-minute
portion.

. Ask the students to reread the subsection “When an
Individual Disagrees with the Magisterium” (pages
50-51) and ask the question (page 55) “What are
the responsibilities of someone who disagrees with
the Magisterium?” Ask them to reflect on  their
answer in light of times they or someone they know
has disagreed with the Magisterium. Ask: “How does
your answer to this question give you new perspec-
tive on the issue?”

. Homework Assignment:

» Complete the goals asked for in the Discipleship
activity on page 53.

© Write answers to the first three Study Questions on
page 55.

o Read the text subsections “The Church Has a
Permanent Ethic” and “The Church Has a Permanent
Body of Dogma” (pages 51-55).

© Continue working on the Learn By Doing assignment,
page 56.

magisieriun is the authentic interpreter of
scripture and Tradition (the doctrinal and
moralteachings which have been passed o
generation (o gen

“The magistecium is not the Church. The
Church is the whole body of Christ: laty.
clergy, and religious. However, ~the

magisterium is essential to the Church.

Jout it the Church would not function as
a single and unified body. Furthermore,
without the magisterium of the Church,
much of the truth which Jesus revealed about
God and about God's call 1o us would be
permanently lostor distorted.

A point of contention may be made that
there are other Christian denominations
which do not have a magsterium and which
nonetheless have remained faithful to Jesus.
Tt must be noted, however, that the presence
of the magisterium in the Catholic Church
has served non-Catholic Christians s well s
Catholics in at least two specific ways. First,
the very existence of the Catholic
magisterium has ensured that issues such as
abortion, physician-assisted su
justice for the poor will be d
relationship to Chistian faith. Christians of
many other denominations are aware of, and
find it necessary to respond 1o, the

pronouncements of the Catholic magisterium
Second, the
rium of the Catholic Church has
ensured.the prosecvation of certaln beles
and practices which many Protestant
churcheshad ignored fo  tme bt are now
reclaiming
Ak‘(uﬂﬂng to Cathalic teaching, the

it A et
the Church. Furthermore, the pope and
bishops will and should always have the
job of interpreting scripture and
Tradition in_ light of

disting,
those other  Christian
denominations.

‘When An Individual Disagrees with
the Magisterium
in following the teaching

e whole Church and of all persons.
However, sometimes an individual faces a
situation in which following the teaching of
the Church scems particularly difficult, Only
with appropriate study, reflection, prayer,
and cansultation with others knowledgeable
about a teaching
an informed deci
seck to place indiy
from the teachiny

@ processof flly forming ones onsciencein
this way, one concludes that he cannot follow
the Church'’s teaching on a particular matter,
he must realize he s disagreeing with the
magisterium. Despite this disagreement, one
must contine to pray for conversion and
strive to form his conscience in conformity
with the teaching of the Church in that




When people disagree with the
magisterium, they must admit that they are
nol speaking as_representatives of the
Catholic Church, but as individuals. They

ople 1o understand that it s not the
Hierarchy alone that determines o

s will be shared with the world.
Every Catholic has both the right and 1

their
carry the weight of a universal Church, or of
ateaching with an unbroken connection back
through history to Christ. They must
acknowledge the cultural biases of their
opinions and admit that those opinions ma
ot be open to the volces of people of faith
from very different cultures.

“They must admit that in taking a stand

P hurch.
On the other hand, the magisterium is
ted to ensure the unity of all of fhe
individual efforts and 1o ensure that
individuatefots do not separate Cahols
essential truths revealed by Christ.

Foter Kol 1 speshing wih he voeof he
true Catholic Church when he stresses the

that is different from that of
they are mplyin that the Holy Spir hes

revealed things to them and to their group
that e bech Wil from many e
who are equally committed to listening to the
Spirit. In other words, Catholics sh

Furthermore, Catholics are called 1o
acknowledge the right of the magisterium to
say that certain beliefs and behaviors are so
fundamentally opposed o the central truths.
of the faith that a person who publicly
jocates them can 1o fonger
pect 1o be treated as a member
Catholic Church.
ow return again to Tonia’s question:
Who represents.the frue Church? Father
Kelly, who insisted that everyone obey

together make up the body of Chist and that
priests and bishop are o mor impertant
than anyone else? Once again we must
answe oy he gt mystey which 5 he
Church, bih Faher Kelly and. Fathe Dave
are sight. All of the baptized are cqually
member of the body of Christ. Al are calle
to serve God and to make Jesus” presence

importance of knowing, understanding, and
respecting 8

The Church Has a Permanent Ethic

n order 10 cope with the tremendous
intermingling of different cultures and value
systems, many North Americans have
epld sty of ekl i s

everythin is e n ol wor, e
View s hld tha there i 0 “Cghe way of
Telaiing 10 fher people, 1o ‘gt rlgony
0 “Gght” understanding of marria

“right” way to dress or a “rig
& i ey populeclire oo
wrong are in the mind of the individual.
Undes this el exch person il
conscience and respecs the right of
others to do the sam:
Catholic moral teaching agrees that we
must respect the rights of others to follow

Fundamental to Catholicism is the belief that
God is unchanging, and therefore there are
certain things that have always been and.

alivays be opposed to God. Certain behaviors

Known in the world. Father
of the true Catholic Church when he helps

P
and with God's people regardless. of our

The Church Has a Permanent Ethic

The Church Has a Permanent Body
of

Objectives

In this lesson, students will be able to:

* know that there are certain objective truths that are
defined by God and can never be changed;

* comprehend that it is the task of the Magisterium to
study the truths and to interpret and pass them on for
succeeding generations;

« understand that there is a permanent body of dogma
in the Church.

Preview

This lesson continues the understanding that the
Church is a mystery, in that it is unchanging even though
it does not look the same at every period in history.
Related to this is the fact that the Church has a perma-
nent ethic, that is, a basic moral teaching that can never
be changed no matter how the world changes. Once
again, it is the responsibility of the Magisterium to
examine and preserve these truths, while at the same
time to look for ways they apply to each new generation
in history. The Church also has a permanent body of
dogma, that is, certain absolute truths that were
revealed to us by Jesus and will never change.
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Bel-Ringers
1. Choose three or four readers to divide
Matthew 10:1-43, the call and meaning of disci-
pleship, into parts. When completed, call on the class
to list several characteristics and conditions of disci-
pleship as gleaned from the reading. List these on the
board. For example:
 stay away from pagans
* do not carry many possessions
* be ready for persecutions
 remain humble under the Lordship of Jesus
« speak the truth by day
« do not be afraid
 acknowledge Jesus before all
« put Christ before even family members
« take up your cross and follow
2. Next, have the students comment on their homework
assignment about some of the goals they have for
being a Christian disciple. Optional: Go around the
room asking each student to name one of the goals
from his or her list. If there is time, have them go
around a second and/or third time, sharing other
goals.

& ethic—Those
moral teachings which are
essential corollaries of the
Churehs. understanding of
God revealed in Jesus.

tensons fo dag them B
G and G’ planfor e world
i a[ways wvm; and will always
have negative nsequzmts bolh
for the vt and for his ot
her community, both local and
global

re are some elements of
Catholic moral teaching which can

the meaning of the statement that
the Church has a permanent ethic
This is because certain_ moral
a ntial
formulations of our understanding.
of the God who was revealed in
Jesus. For example, we believe that
every single human being has
Valle because every single human
being is made in the image and
likeness of God. When human
nature was permanently joined to
the divine in the Incamation of
Jesus, the dignity of human lite
was underscored. In choosing 1
become human, to be born and to
die, Christ evaled at human
value from the moment of
conception until death. Because of
this basi belif,the Church is not
free to decide that some human
lives have ceased to have value.
Similarly the Ch
ave the righ to decide that sexual
s morally neutral and
therefore something_that the
Church should not comment on
Because in our sexuality we are
offered the role of co-crators wih
believe that our sexuality
52 it from God. The way we use

for teaching and encouraging,
people to use their sexualily in a

way that is compatible with God's.
revealed intention for the world.
We are a Church made up of
sinners, We recognize that
throughout history  many.
Catholics “have been disloyal to
the Spirit of God "2 The Church
has not always upheld its own
moral teaching. During historical

basic

went so far as to claim that the
buming  of heretics was
completely in accord with the will

f ionetheless, an_ethic
rooled in a belief in God's love for

even through the darkest imes of
Church history

jes to the
Churcis Permanent Ethic
rmanent ethic is part of
et Cilho!msm e
on

Knowingly rejects all or pavl of the
moral order which hasbeen
revealed by Jesus and chooses
Some ofher arbitrator of right and
wrong; that person_puls.him o




B n o bl e iha b acilile Teaching Approaches
B oot e o 1. Review the content of the previous lesson by

<on accepts the permanent ethic of 3
going over the correct answers to the first three

isorder
the Church but eecs the magis-  function in a coordinated manner
ethic and, when meni

w\lh regard 10 a specific set of cir-  of the body follow. nmx.m.\m: Study Questions on page 55.
cumstances, that person s not auto- the magisterium blindly without .
s e =i k"ot o 2. Define what is meant bg the Church’s permanent
urd sharing their_own wisdom an i i
“The magiserium not only  inggh, s ke 2 body sufering, clticasliefollonligReletilthe sorsbulaty punel
gives voice to the permanent ethic  from leprosy, with no sensation on page 52: “The Church’s permanent ethic refers to

of the Church, it s also responsible  coming from the hands or feet to

for observing and evaluating the  warn of problems or dangers. The those moral teachings which are essential corollaries

mmon practices of the day in  magisterium has the final e =0 % 5

it of ‘hat sthic. I 5 the duerly for inarpreing the eI of the Church’s understanding of God revealed in

magisterium’s role to guide anent ethic of the Church When Jesus chose the " i

S G S el il Jesus.” Use the example of sexuality on page 52 to

behavior appropriate 1o specific  us through  scripture  and  misson. e also set the cond- help explain why the Church’s permanent ethic can

situations. Every Catholicis called  Tradition.  However, every tions of discileship. Read T

1o pay close attention 1o the  member of the body of ChrISL 1S  yiatow s0mets. T wits never be changed. Also refer to the example listed in

magisterium's interpretation of the ~called to. support and aid the o goue

gemanentetcnghofpefc magisertm in carying ot i e lolan Wby {:ol;:ﬁ; l1;‘23 on page 57.Il Tl

e e 3. Re-read the statement atthe end of “The Church fias

G a\'m'alnr careful slul:_v, be seen in its. :crrl ula:h\ng The a Permanent Ethic” subsection: “We cannot ignore

eflection, and prayer, accepts the  hierarchy and the laity work % .

ptmmufelhkv of e Chuich but together to pmservr a me.. nt the Magisterium’s teachings but we also should not

Inaworldin 4 "

s st beiving i vy wb:dv‘;v{zng shoes can bled w8 1ty to suppress or ignore human experience.” The
at goes against a specific 1o the difference between right and i is i i

teaching of the magisterium. This  wrong, the mystery of the Church text points out the example of how this important in

person may or may not be sinning, fies in the fact that it has not fost footnote #24. After reading the footnote, have the stu-

but he or she has not ceased tobe  sight of the “right” which was

Catholic® revealed by Jesus. The mystery of dents speculate on how freedom of the press and
Even as we are called to give  the Church is revealed in the fact sty i

careful attention to the directves  thatithas prserved an et ooted freedom of religion might have been disruptive of the

of the magisterium, we are alsoto  in love even through the darkest i

fespectiully challenge the periods of its own history Despite Church in one century, but help underscore the truth

magisterium when necessary. We  the sinful nature of some of its hierarchy—The structural of Catholicism in the next.

must share with the magisterium  members, the Church has not order of leaders within the

and with the rest of the body the  allowed the ethic which it received  Church, . Read the opening statements in the text section, “The

i
i

experience,  wisdom, and o Jess o be swallowed up by commrdywasdoreertoal g
Kncwledge which re e fo  Seculat G, I he permaneice  of s i et 1 Church Fas a Permanent Body of Dogma.” Ask the
our v segment of he body. oLl Chushi i i e, oy 1 e, students to apply these statements to real times they
body ignore the teachings of the  unchangeable God i revesled.  goncons, have heard people speak them and to tell what the

situation was they were speaking of. Note why these
statements are unacceptable for Catholics: “There
are certain absolute truths which must be accepted

because they have been revealed to us by Jesus and
will never change.”

. Using what they know about the permanent constitu-
tion, ethic, and body of dogma of the Church, ask the
students to respond to arguments presented by vari-
ous people on the handout, “The Permanent
Elements of the Church Case Studies” (page 330 of
the TWE). This page can be reproduced for distribu-
tion to each student. Use the following guide on page
66 of the TWE to help respond to each case study.

v
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