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MAKING MORAL

DECISIONS

INTRODUCING CHAPTER 2

To make decisions, especially important ones,
Christians need a decision-making process known
as discernment. Discernment involves making keen
and insightful judgments about some important
choice. It is done in a prayerful way, always taking
into consideration Christian values.

This chapter looks at the question of making
moral decisions under a method known by the
acronym STOP. Each letter of STOP is discussed, ana-
lyzed, and applied to some specific moral cases. The
letters refer to:

S—Searching out the facts in a case or problem
using the questions “what,’ “why," “who
“where,” “when,” and “how’

T—Thinking about the alternatives to the proposed
problem and the consequences of each possible
action.

0—0thers must be considered: how our actions
affect others and how more experienced people
can help us make decisions.

P—Prayer is a vital dimension in Christian moral
decision-making. It puts us in contact with the
risen Lord and the Holy Spirit.

Additionally, some other essential elements of
‘morality are covered in this chapter. Under “search-
ing," the moral object is discussed, the answer to
the “what” question. Without determining the matter of the action, it cannot be determined whether an action promotes or
destroys the good of humans. Related to the “why” question is the intention or motive for performing an action. Answers to the
“who, where, when, and how" questions help reveal the circumstances of a particular moral act. The consequences of a particular
actare also related to the circumstances.

In the “thinking” step, the students learn that there are always many creative alternatives to handling a moral decision. They also
learn that they should never act without considering the consequences of their actions.

Morality inevitably is not concerned as much for self as it is with others. As Martin Luther King, Jr. put it, “Life's most persistent
and urgent question is ‘What are you doing for others?” The chapter asks the students to think about how they can be considerate
and consultive of others, especially the Church and its Magisterium, the teachings of Jesus, and fellow Christians. Additionally, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation is recognized as a means for growing in holiness and living a moral life.

Finally, prayer is what sustains Christian moral living. We must have a “living relationship” as the Catechism of the Catholic
_ Churchputs it (2565), with the God who loves us if we are able to be holy and do theright thing.

The chapter also briefly covers a discernment model based in the method of St. Ignatius of Loyola.

ADVANCE PREPARATION

“Right Reason in Action”: Extending the Section: VCR or DVD player, television, and the film Abandon Ship.

“Search Out the Facts and Think About the Alternatives”: Using the Section: Four 3" x 5" index cards for each student;
Extending the Section: A bible or New Testament for each student.

“Others and Prayer”: Extending the Section: Three paper or cardboard signs to post in the classroom that say Agree Strongly,
Disagree Strongly, I'm Neutral. Creative Learning: tape or CD recording of “Here 1Am, Lord” by Dan Schutte and a copy of the printed
lyrics for this song for each student.
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Right Reason in Action
(pp. 48—50)

OBJECTIVES et s P ik

The goals of this section are to enable s s yierthgry i

students to:

+ continue to think about the
challenge and importance of
making right decisions; =
understand prudence as “right i ghe et |
reason in action”; _M‘
learn the four steps of a moral P e
decision-making process sug- iy ey

gested in this chapter: Search 3 el tmtiogs’j wsies e
out the facts, Think about alter- Right Reason in

natives and consequences, con- Action

sult and consider Others, and e repted that the bl ives,

Pray to the Lord for guidance. e o

- by Tooement e rmbase
USING THE SECTION il s mine ot ot led e
1. Askstudents what they thought of the short o o prasm i w e s o
story about Thomas Edison and his search e B ey b et et o
for the right material for a light bulb fila- et i el Frmyplizrsoriodil gl
ment in “Right Reason in Action,” which they e e
should have read. throcgh el experenc, sy
Carry the Edison discussion a bit further and e e ol L e
ask students if they think searching for “the e iy =
right answers” in the area of morality would e e et st istopcel
be as hard as Edison's search for the right fil-

ament material. Why or why not?

i shéet. prsfence is secessary fur

‘ \] WARM UP E
1. Write the following moral questions so that the students can see them easily (on the blackboard, a flipchart,

an overhead projector, or a PowerPoint presentation):

+ Isitokay to get drunk if you're not going to be driving?

+ Isitokay tocheatona test if everyone else is doing it?

+ Isitokaytolietoa parent if you know that your parent sometimes lies, too?
« Isitokay toshoplift something that costs less than $5?

2. Read the opening Scripture quotation from Proverbs 3:5 on p. 47. Ask students to write ashort journal entry
about a time when they—or someone they know well—placed trust in God. Ask a few students to read their
journal entries aloud.
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foreigne
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‘Search outtheface
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epa inthe “STOP Sige” wproach n mare.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND SUMMARY

This chapter section is shorter than Sections 2 and 3 so that the
steps in the “STOP Sign” method of moral decision-making can be kept
together in two lessons.

This section introduces the meaning of the STOP acronym.
Additionally, through the use of two stories, the text introduces the
virtue of prudence. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church defines it,
“Prudence is the virtue that disposes practical reason to discern our true
good in every circumstance and to choose the right means of achieving
it" (1806). St. Thomas Aquinas described prudence as “right reason in
action.” The students will learn that they can grow in this virtue by coop-
erating with God’s grace, gaining personal experience, and honestly
evaluating their mistakes.

Also included is an exercise in discernment and an introduction to
the term's meaning as “a keen and insightful judgment about some
important choice.” Discernment is done in a prayerful atmosphere, tak-
ing into consideration Christian values. The students will do an exercise
with some common elements that are a part of most discernment
processes.

3. After repeating or summarizing this sec-

tion's quotes on prudence from Aquinas, St.
Basil, and Robert Southwell, draw a Stop sign
and write the four major steps of the “STOP
Sign" method of moral decision-making so
that students can see them well. Have stu-
dents copy these definitions for future use
and reference in their notebooks:

Search out the facts.

Think about alternatives and consequences.
others—consult them and consider how
your actions will affect them.

Pray to the Lord for guidance.

Review some of the vocabulary terms, such as
prudence on p. 48 and discernment on p. 49.
Invite students to offer their own “home-
made” definitions for vocabulary terms to see
how well these concepts are understood.

CREATIVE LEARNING
1.

Invite students to draw their own
cartoons—a cartoon strip or a single
frame—illustrating the value of prudence
and the dangers of not acting prudently—
e.g., a person ice skating on a pond where
asign warns: “Danger: Thin Ice.”

Have students write a script for a ninety-
second opinion piece for radio on why “the
end doesn't justify the means.” Editorials
could focus on an event in history or a
social injustice they see in their own
school or community. For example, an
essay might fault the closing of a home-
less shelter because businesses wanting
to open in the same neighborhood were
afraid to have customers park near a shel-
ter. Outside of class, have students record
their ads on a tape or CD for classmates to
listen to.

Basing discussion on the feature, “Case:
Courageous Sacrifice or an Old Fool?”,
have three students act as panelists as if
for a TV program. Ask another student or
two to act as interviewers. They should
use the three questions at the end of the
feature and questions they develop them-
selves. Allow fifteen to twenty minutes for
the panel and follow-up discussion.
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'er.xrmnlm; THE SECTION \

1. Present discernment as a component in
the process of decision-making. Assign
the exercise on pp. 4950 (may be dupli-
cated from p. 288 of this TWE) to be done
by students individually in class. As time

ermits, go through each step on the ol K #

anle withgme class.ggail on vnlul;wers to ﬂl-n‘h—-mh:‘l:'ﬂﬂ! ey, il

share how they responded,

To follow up discussion of the morality

questions, show all or part of the video

Abandon Ship. Have students write their

reactions to the video using the work-

sheet “Abandon Ship” from p. 287 of this

TWE. The movie depicts a famous legal

case in American law, U.S. v. Holmes. It

tells the story of a ship's captain who

decided to sacrifice the lives of some vic- search uut the Facts

tims of a shipwreck on a life raft. He did 8

so in the face of severe criticism by some ""'“""“” JENC WL Sot i

of the passengers and at risk to his own ba boch inkrrad i el Cathole ety hbased o0 pgom; OmgReT g, 1750

life. The lifeboat could hold no more than s thes o, 1t v o wiht Wikin .ﬂ"wﬂ":.n..mwma_m

fourteen people. Twenty-six people sur- s
vived the shipwreck. The situation
became desperate when a severe storm
arose. There was no immediate hope of gieg had It abost right The foundation of sl
rescue; on the contrary, it looked as if mmmmmmzm

help would not come at all. thees e

e irenian, sod
ot make e . vrmﬂmmd&-
o

Oﬁer students a choice for a journaling

ither the for
this chapter section on a difficult deci-
sion they had to make on p. 50, or the
assignment on the Oscar Wilde quote on
p. 57 at the end of the next section.

| y
f

RESOURCES
Bibliography (continued from page
A follow-up to their earlier vulume, this book applies the:r ‘method of integrating cf choices, and
topics like the economy, war and violence, medici and the envil
0'Donnell, John, 5. A Faith You Can Live With: Undasmdbwﬂwmm Kansas City: Sheed & Ward, 1999.
Salzman, Todd A. What Are They | Method? New vodc mustpmas.zo

CHAPTERTWO




Search Out the Facts (pp. 50-57)

Think About the Alternatives
and Consequences (pp. 57-60)

OBJECTIVES
The goals of this section are to enable stu-
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dents to:

learn to use their God-given
intellect to search out the facts
prior to making a decision;
recognize that the moral object—
what we are doing—is the deci-
sive element in morality;
perceive the importance of the
moral intention—why we are
doing something—in making a
moral decision;

know that answers to ques-
tions that begin with who,
where, when, and how help to
reveal the circumstances of a
particular act;

realize that doing the right thing
also involves thinking about
alternatives and consequences
before making a decision.

WARM UP

Making moral decisions often requires creativity. As this section points out, it demands looking at more
than one alternative and critiquing the consequences of each possible decision. Ask the students to brain-
storm several alternatives for the following situations. Write them on the board, flipchart, overhead projec-
tor, or PowerPoint presentation. If time is short, let the class pick which situation they would like to
analyze.

+  Youare strugglingwith Calculus half-way through the semester.

Afnendwhodrweyouboapaml'las beendrisslung.

ten minutes towrite
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USING THE SECTION

1. Write the definition of moral ohject on the
board (or flipchart, overhead projector, or
PowerPoint presentation). The moral object . e debngiesienrr e
is the matter of the human action. Refer stu- e, i —
dents to look again at the text section “Moral e o -
Object” (pp. 50-52). Then, use examples
from this section to illustrate how actions
can be good or intrinsically evil.

e he
5 e e B i 022 o P b i e i e

An odded bad Intention

(such as vainglory)

mokes an act evil that, e g e o N vl W
good (3

+ o the desth o s, ity 8 cance putant
© s o ey et

+ g e & oenicyaghic magaine

i e e ot
+ poking it ot o b2 et bt

InresTION (CCC, 1752-1753) ut lgal aystem recepnizes the
Toe snawer 1o th ey et gts ~_Importanc of Isencion when it distin
the

w

- belps s discover he e, par-

pove crreson fo g somehing Why

o 64 semesing e i) an
]

of an action e

the wil of the persan (subject) wtisg.

s o réered o s the sujectiv e slamial i of s it
i iment

BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND SUMMARY

As the Catechism of the Cathalic Church points out, “the object, intention, and the circumstances make up the ‘sources, or
constitutive elements, of the morality of human acts” (1750). A morally good act requires that the object, the end, and the circum-
stances all be good together.

The text under the first step of the “STOP Sign” method for moral decision-making, “Search Out the Facts” (pp. 50-57), intro-
duces the moral object (the content or matter of a moral decision), intention (why a person does something), and its related points
and circumstances (e.g., when or where the action took place). Several exercises and a case study help to support the material in
this section.

The text under “Think About the Alternatives and Consequences” (pp. 57—60) covers the second step of the “STOP Sign”
method. Doing the right thing is often complicated. This step asks the students not only to explore many possible ways of handling
amoral situation, but to also think about the consequences of any decision they might make before they make it.

Actions like smoking, shoplifting, and premarital sex are addressed in relation to this step. A case study involving ways to deal
with a difficult work situation also helps the students to think of creative ways to handle difficult decisions and to consider the var-
ious consequences for whatever choices they might make.

CHAPTERTWO




Dig deeper into this concept—moral object.
Remind students that determining the
nature of the moral object requires answer-
e e s e ing the questions “What action is involved?”

. and “Is the action good or bad?” Have stu-
dents name several moral actions that are
intrinsically evil (e.g., abortion, murder,
stealing, adultery, etc.). Have them also
apply these questions to current events—
things that have happened locally or nation-
ally that they've heard about.

targeted 1o e el of 2.
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EXTENDING THE SECTION

Divide the class into small groups of three or four for the mind logo activity “Moral Actions: Yes or No?” on p. 52. Give the
groups fifteen to twenty minutes to discuss the six bulleted actions and decide if they are moral or not. Students delegated
from the groups should be ready to give reasons for their judgments when the class reconvenes.
Furextracredlt invite three to four students to work in ateaching group to present a mini-lesson to the whole class on either
the topic of or Each group should review the material in the text, repeat the definition, recap what
the CCCsays about intention and ci and perform short skits to show what the term means in real life.
Have students pair up in class to alternate in asking each other the Review and Reflection questions at the end of these two
sections, “Search Out the Facts” on p. 57 and “Think About the Alternatives and the Consequences” on p. 60.

(continued on page 74)
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EXTENDING THE SECTION muat b o they e it the end ar ot made for urey s reens
{continued from page 73) e mﬂ"&xlﬁ” e i o ik s
4. Assign students to small teams u_f three LS oy p-r o
or four to construct cases in which the i h..g.'ffm"'..ﬂ’z T e
intention and circumstances are good
but the action is wrong. Share a few sl Vishting i radonal, Chr
examples of your own. (e.g,, the case of a pocifirlic g bk
destitute family looting a store for food
and a tent after losing their home in a
hurricane.) Before the groups develop
their own cases, have students try out
their skills in naming the object, inten-
tions, and circumstances in the follow-
ing case:
Lori took her math final in the first - T i
period. At lunch, she runs into her best
iend, Julie, who says she didn't have a - et ek
ﬁmmmdyfomem:bemuseshe TR
had to take her mom to the hospital the e iy
night before, following an accident. g dren s, v».,m':'":"m ther
Julie really needs to get a B on the test if e el el
she s going to have any chance to geta ekl am e
college scholarship. Her family is very o et ot peoner el
poor; and Julie needs the money in order ster fife Livtobrrnssicmes e, mone
to attend college. Julie asks Lori to tell 3 o gl

her some of the problems given on the
test or to at least help her compose a
cheat sheet with the formulas she can
take with her to class. For Lori, deter-
mine:

+  the moral object
+ theintentions
+  thecircumstances

After the groups have written their
short cases, have someone from each
group briefly share one case.

dents record in their
or Journals several creative alternatives
to pressing moral problems. You may
wish to use commonly suggested moral
problems such as alcohol abuse, premar-
ital sex or nursing home neglect. As a
follow-up to this assignment, have the
students do as homework the questions
under the feature “What Should Grace
Smith Do?” on p. 58.

hanl

(continued on page 77)
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3. Address the issue of searching out facts as
the firststep in moral decision-making. Read
and then unpack the quotation from the
Catechism of the Catholic Church on p. 50.
Revisit the who, what, where, when and how
approach of searching out facts. Let students
know that part of the search for facts must
include learning about moral laws, such as
the Ten Commandments. In a nutshell, this is
why studying morality is so important.

What Is the Motive?
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RESOURCES
graphy (continued from page 70)
Edwa:ﬂ.nmropmgmml Imagination: Case Studies i Pm:ﬁca[Mmumy Kansas City: Sheed &Ward, :997
lifferent philo s approach di ) and A
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HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT

1. Assign the For Your Journal
prompt (on p. 60) about a decision
that students are considering as a
homework assignment.
Have students read the next two
sections of the chapter, “Others” on
pp.60—63 and “Pray” on pp. 63—66
for the next class period.

forbid theft [cheating is a form of thefi)
i bearing b mises. Hovert pesie
Sealy el whet thei conse
dictate—to be truthiul and authentic.
Toey knew 4 20 wel that ionesty
: hestingrums people

0 o iy of s
What Should Grace Smith Do?

RESOURCES

Print Resources

Abortion: Questions and Answers.
The famous Willke book online.
www.ohiolife.org/qa/qatoc.htm

“A Framework For Ethical Decision Making”
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Pray (pp. 63-66)

OBJECTIVES . Arve
The goals of this section are to enable students : I

see how their proposed actions

might affect others; N
understand why it is important o b J
to seek advice from other

sources while making a moral
decision; P g ren e o e ) s
i g weym
i = Do cmly those | dhat for others™
commit the!nselves to prayer as o 0 sl e g dy
part of making a moral decision. pople

v e fBcospirae e s We maet shear sk how our ro-
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REVIEW QUESTION ANSWER

Looking at alternatives is important because rarely is there just one possxh!e way out of moral dilemmas. Considering
consequences is important so that we can take ibility for our actions, as most of our decisions affect others.

P

‘ WARM UP
1. Askstudents: If you had a major decision to make, who is one person you would most Ijimlywis_hbumn.sult?
4 iy i nd explain why they named this 1
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USING THE SECTION
1. Have students review points made in the
text on p. 60 about how our shopping affects
Vahrs? Do they shure sur? Do we oo o others. Ask students to respond frankly. Do
sy e S el i y they agree that too much shopping is selfish
e bredin and that it hurts others somewhere down
many ways Whan pespe e v, theline?

What do all the following.
sayings have in common?
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND SUMMARY

An undeniable fact about human life is that humans are social beings. We are dependent on others for our life, education,
employment, and for most aspects of everyday living. We not only live with others, we live for others as well. Consequently, in making
moral decisions, other people—the “0” of the “STOP Sign" method—should hold a key place in our making decisions to do right or
wrong.

One element is to consider how our actions will affect others. An example to consider is smoking cigarettes. Not only do ciga-
rettes impair one’s own life, they also affect the health of those around the smoker. A second element is that others should be con-
sulted prior to making moral decisions. The Church has several guideposts that are of help when making moral decisions. These
include the Church and its Magisterium; the teachings of Jesus; help in the sacraments; including reconciliation; and fellow
Christian:

The “P" in the “STOP Sign" method signifies prayer. Prayer is a powerful and necessary way to get God’s help in searching out
his will for us. In simplest form, prayer is putting oneself in the presence of the Lord. This section offers several definitions of prayer
and teaches students to seek God whenever they need help.
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2. Share this story with the students:
A little boy was trying to lift a
heavy box. He could not even S

budge it. His father happened e

to walk by and stopped to 1 ot i ok e b e et i

i ¥ e A serasive coadessor can, anel
watch his son's struggle. The S . mma drimon s g

boy exerted all his energy and oo iy o gt Bl oipume:

then some, but still ‘?ould not e e - Attty ...4:,.,.......,,,.:
get the box to move. Finally, the chure” (. 2087) ai

Ciiner Al R o TRl R B B e B e oo
LR T aght b e Chrch' Magtriam . proves 1o cming bach” A e Foed c i b 3 g
doing everything possible to

= = Catholic Charch, this test willpresent the Churcks moral @ seunding beard. A pecd
lift the heavy load?” The boy Seachings, egpecially 15 they felsi to the Ten munm_ummpmmm.ﬂ

yelled out in frustration, “Yes, | o Tl g
am!” The father countered
calmly, “I don't think so. You
haven't asked me to help you.”

Ask students whether they find it easy or
difficult to seek help from others.

also a pricsess
bty o

of these teachings sed how by apply b0 the choices we
face oy

Woskt e ot g o 10 7
: “Do 10 offers 4
BTy o e o e

2
o, the dor'\ g It
Wonid | wart ey docision and action brosccat en Lhe evening rvn

e workd 1 see? I you s ssharied of your deceion, han doe't 8o
e

rstancel

Q.

EXTENDING THE SECTION

1. Place two signs on opposite ends of the room, one saying “Agree Strongly," the other saying “Disagree Strongly”’ Place a
third sign near the middle of the room that says “I'm Neutral." Have students line up along the opposite side of the room,
ready to mave—in an orderly fashion—to the sign best representing their position about each statement as you read them.
Add other questions if you wish. Call on vol to explain their answers before moving on to the next question.

1seek out my parent when I am faced with a difficult problem

Everyone is out for themselves

I know Church teaching regarding certain behaviors—for example, sexual behavior—and I strive to follow it

I would stick up for an unpopular classmate who is being treated unjustly

1 would sacrifice a career with money for a career that serves others.
Introduce the mind logo activity “Three Questions to Ask When Considering How Our Actions Affect Others” on p. 62.
Before students begin this on their own, have them suggest three different moral cases or dilemmas to use in this exer-
cise. Write the cases where students can easily see them. Allow fifteen to twenty minutes for this activity. When students
are done, ask: What effect could these questions have on someone making a decision about this issue?
Assign the “My Advisor” feature on p. 63. Have students pursue this topic further by doing the For Your Journal exercise
on p. 63 which asks them to describe the qualities of a person who would make a good adviser for them.

(continued on page 33)
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Summarize the guideposts the Church offers
for help in making moral decisions. Write the
following on the board, flipchart, overhead
project,or or Powerpoint presentation.
. e Fa Rl Elaborate briefly on how an individual

Catholic or Christian can benefit from these
guideposts.

id for Making Moral
For Youn JouriaL The Church and the Magisterium
ey o byt by b The teachings of Jesusin the
New Testament

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Fellow Christians

O REVIEWQUESTION )

ANSWERS

AR . Answers will vary; for example, a posi-
iy L".‘," T tive, loving person, Christ-like, not

e el el bl afraid to speak the truth.
o Sl

i e s . The Magisterium is an authentic

R T e teacher within the Church, comprised
= B’ e o ""',‘."‘.;.‘:,'Eﬁ..,.....,,mr of the Holy Father with the bishops.

i el sazedielemenm il Catholies must heed the teachings of
the Magisterium. Jesus promised that
the Holy Spirit would always guide and
preserve the Church.

The Golden Rule is “do unto others as
youwould have them do unto you."

&

EXTENDING THE SECTION (continued from page 82)
Have students carefully reread the feature “Responding to Challenges” on p. 65. As they read, have them identify and
copy one sentence into their notebooks or journals that speaks to them meaningfully about prayer.
Assign the two sets of Review and Reflection questions on pages 63 and 65 as a written review of these two sections.
Have students count off by fives. Refer to the Catholic Life in Action feature on p. 67. Let students break down into their
numbered groups to choose and then discuss one of the five projects that apply principles from the chapter. Allow a
week for the groups to complete projects and submit a group report on their findings.
In one of the last class sessions on this chapter, use the Review Questions to prepare the class for the Chapter 2 Test.
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’ E———
CREATIVE LEARNING

1. Have students work in small groups o ahen—beth wose and with others tabe  ahways hear any prape for dvise avsie

; 3 tarce s e o . il e

with a video camera to do short doc- : : ghenass andts e el Sk 8 exmporer i e
: itis a simple ook i simic Guds e

umentaries about three people and o i i e T

proied
how they pray. Students should i3 cr o recognitin she e e i e et SSRGS e

interview fellow students, family kbl Wiy o e e b S5k 1 e

members or members of their i or Lo e o b b We ot thetabing ot
the Lord's which prayer with the listening part
P oy Gk b o o

parish or faith community. Suggest Liskesoddty b sl
the following interview questions: 8 ocal God “Pober” s hat b bt imaésatnns. =ma_a:$\:
1) Do you pray before making an N e I vy
important decision? 2) If you do m":.".’,:ﬂ:"’....‘;.,..’f.".‘."ut frrmermgaoArries g
pray, how do you pray? Why? 3) Has i
prayer ever helped you in making a
decision to do the right thing?
Explain. Reserve time during the
last class session on Chapter 2 to
watch these documentaries on

pEmpEE sation with God Comversaion s lows i presat l aroud s £ s el
Have the students sit in a circle. Play oo o ot e sl e bk
the song “Here 1 Am, Lord” by Dan wnmm-«mw -...'-“.....w, v oy
Schutte. Disp::ss the ly_'rit_:s and mes- -Mmf;;:-;-; ?&:‘:ﬁ?{f}.ﬁ:ﬂ'ﬂiﬁ
sage, explaining that it is based on < S st
1 samuel 3. In this chapter, young (e seurces of Cofs coatimsing ove and
Samuel, a future priest and prophet, = gy

hears God calling him. Prayer is also
listening to God.

Have students research and write a
profile of a current cultural celebrity
{e.g., musician, athlete, movie star)
and this person’s beliefs about God,
religion, faith, life, etc. In a written
report or with a poster board presen-
tation, students should show how
their own personal beliefs compare
and contrast with those of the
celebi
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4. Continue to explore the issue of consulting
others. Point out that many sayings (also
called proverbs) are passed down from one
generation to the next. Ask students which
sayings in the list on p. 61 they see as useful
advice. Are there any that they would dis-
agree with?

Responding to Challenges

Wha b rayer P can ks s 2 e el dicen’

Qmm QUESTION ANSWERS

The Catechism defines prayer as “the living relationship of the children of God with their Father who is good beyond
measure, with his son Jesus Christ and with the Holy Spirit” (2565). Prayer can help us listen to God and help God guide
us through our minds, feelings, imaginations, emotions, and memories.
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5. In small groups, have students write the
three assigned prayers, doing the For Your
Journal project on p. 66 together.

/
/mmcﬁs
Internet Resources (continued from page 79)
mphmhmofﬂhﬂ “The Seven-Step Path to Better Decisions”
W, itute.org/MED/MED-4 ppath.htm

Media Ethics Online
Links to various sites stressing journalistic ethics. Good for finding ethi

hﬂpwspj.urgmhlmcasesmd.lesasp?
fethics.htm
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@ HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT

Have students read the first two
Catholic Life in Action sections of Chapter 3, “Law As A
Guide to Freedom". These two sec-
tions are “Look to the Law" on p. 72
and “Freedom and Responsibility”
onpp.73-78.

MAKING MORAL DECISIONS
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