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Adult Focus

his chapter clarifies three important con-

cepts in the historical process of the forma-
tion of the biblical writings we call the Scriptures:
revelation passed on through tradition, recorded
in writing under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, thus becoming Scripture, the written
word of God.

The inspiration of the Holy Spirit guided the
human authors in discerning “what
God wanted put into the sacred
writings.” The Holy Spirit
guided the human authors
in both the content of
their writing and in
choosing the truth God
wanted taught. The
Holy Spirit used their
human gifts of lan-
guage and expression
to transmit the truth
God intended for

all people.

Does this mean that the
Bible teaches every kind of
truth in the world? No. In earlier
ages, the truths of faith were not
distinguished from the truths of history or
science. Gradually we came to realize that
Scripture was written to teach the truths of
faith, not of science or of history.

Continue to encourage the young people to
consider Scripture a source of guidance, strength,
comfort, and correction so that they may be
“equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy
3:1-7). For it is in Scripture that “the Father
who is in heaven comes lovingly to meet his
children, and talk with them” (Catechism, 104).

Catechism Focus

The theme of Chapter 4 corresponds to para-
graphs 83, 104-107, 113, 120, and 134-135
of the Catechism.

THE CHURCH’S BOOK

Enrichment Activities

Computer Connection
C=! Invite the young people to use a cross-
word software program, such as WordCross®, to
make crossword puzzles that feature terms and
names presented in Chapters 1 through 4.

Have the young people work in small groups.
Direct each group to confer among themselves
to make up a list of words and corre-
sponding clues. If necessary, allow
the groups to refer to the text.
When all are ready, direct
the groups to enter their
words and clues into
the computer to be
processed into cross-
word puzzles. Then
have the groups print
and exchange puzzles.
Allow ample time for
the young people to
solve one another's
puzzles.

Easier Access

If the young people have their
own Bibles or New Testaments,
suggest that they make tabs to indicate
the different books.

They may want to use tabs available for pur-
chase from a stationery or office-supply store
or make their own. This can be done by cutting
small strips of paper, writing the names of the
books on the strips, and then placing clear tape
over both sides of the tabs. Then tape each tab
to the first page of the particular book.

Suggest that the young people use a color code
for the different types of books. The following
is an example:

* historical books—tan

* prophets—green

* gospels—red




Teaching Resources

0 verview To discover that the Bible does not contain any
errors about the truths of faith; to learn why the
Bible is the Church’s book.

Opening Prayer Ideas Read and reflect on Matthew Pray together Psalm 1:1-3.

6:19-21. Make a commitment to study
" and to pray God's word.
Materials * Bibles, journals, and REPRODUCIBLE MASTERS
highlighters * True Colors, page 30C
* box or bag decorated like a * Chapter 4 Assessment,
_____________________________ treasure chest page 37A
g New Testawment * Highlights for Home,
Journal: page 37B

For Chapter 4, use p:

Supplemental Resources  VIDEOS

Journeys to the Edge of Understanding the Bible
Creation Part 1: “God'’s Word: An
Ignatius Press Invitation”

P.O. Box 1339 St. Anthony Messenger Press
Ft. Collins, CO 80522 1615 Republic Street

Cincinnati, OH 45210-1298



Jesus used many
]LOM// colorful words to
teach the truths of
our faith. Reading and meditating on his
teaching may help you to distinguish bet-
ween the times you disguise yourself under
false, colorful layers of selfishness and times
when you reflect the true colors of God’s love.

AW ?\ True Colors

Read and reflect on each of the passages
listed in the left column below. Draw a line
to match it with the theme-related petition
in the right column. Then try writing your
own colorful prayer of petition. Don’t for-
get to list the gospel chapter and verse.

Luke 19:1-10 Help me to scrape off the green layer of jealousy or
envy for what others have. Help me to remember that
green is a symbol of growth and hope in your promises.

Luke 11:29-37 Help me to remove the yellow layer of cowardice. Help
me to follow the yellow and orange light of your

guidance.

Matthew 20:20-28 Help me to scrape off the blue layer of coldness to
others. Help me to remain a true-blue friend to you by
showing my concern and serving others.

John 6:60-71 Help me to remove the purple layer of false pride. Help
me to remember that purple symbolizes reconciliation
and peace.

30C HANDOUT

© William H. Sadlier, Inc. Permission to duplicate is granted to the users of the Faith and Witness Program.




The Church’s Book

Objectives: To discover that the Bible does not
contain any errors about the traths nfﬁuth«, to
learn why the Bible is the Chuwchs book.

Introduction ___ min.

Note: Before the session begins, decorate a large box
or gift bag to serve as a treasure chest. Place a Bible
inside the chest. Then keep the treasure chest from
the young people’s view until the point suggested.

Opening Prayer: Invite a prepared volunteer to
read Matthew 6:19-21. Allow about five minutes for
reflection. Then ask the young people to list in their
journals their treasures—people, places, things, quali-
ties, talents, gifts.

Then present to the group the treasure chest you
have prepared. Have a volunteer open the chest and
show the group the treasure he or she has found. Ask

the young people—if they have not done so—to add
the Bible to their list of treasures. Ask, “Why does the
Church consider the Bible a treasure?”

Then invite the young people to look at the photos
on pages 30 and 31. Ask, “How do the various read-
ings from Scripture give us uplifting thoughts and
add color to our lives?” Then share the following
prayer with the group:
Write upon our hearts, O Lord God, the lessons of
your holy word. Help us to be doers of the same,
and not forgetful hearers only.

Forum: Have a “Principal Planner” call on volunteers
to share the plans they have written on the handout
Making Plans. Ask the young people to listen carefully
to each presenter. This will give them practice in lis-
tening when the word of God is read at Mass.

30-31



Presentation ___ min.

# Before the session begins, draw a
flow chart on the board that is helpful
in conveying information about the
Dogmatic Constitution on Divine
Revelation. (See “God’s Revealing
Activity.”) The designed outline should
include topics listed below. During the
session invite the young people to help
you complete the chart by filling in the
information (indicated here in paren-
theses) in the appropriate places.

 the two major areas of information
with which it deals (God’s revelation
of himself to us and how that revela-
tion is transmitted through time)

o the two communities to which God
revealed himself (community of Israel
and apostolic community of the
Church)

o the ways in which God's revelation
was made known (testimony given by
word of mouth—tradition; recorded in
writing under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit—Scripture).

# Discuss with the young people the

key statements they underlined on

pages 32 and 33. Have the group
highlight the main ideas highlighted
on the reduced pupil pages.

32

‘W\m is the origin of Sacred Scripture?
Why do you think the Bible is a book unlike any other?

God's Revealing Activity From the earliest days o;‘d‘edchu}:l; ‘hgdi‘duc}
inspiration was accepted and applied to the writings
Whmlm and members of the elﬂy Clinrchi of the New Testament as well. For almost nineteen
x the word: S l‘:" yeere refermingto centuries beliefin divine inspiration remained
et o ;': Sollz- e ""’z iniestiansl Bitn seodenn tiiaes people begtnil
lieved e sac ings were divinely

etioneverything,and different theories abost
nspired, and this belief w W“"“H i inspiration were devel  which we have
:\;emﬁm;ahgm o already seen. lzwnnmmmllh:iawnd atican
T e e




£t i Saripeure.
wsenting a clear explanation of inspiration,
atican [T document indicates the strong New
sent foundation for our belief in divine
. Here are two important passages with
th Catholics should be familiar.

« “All scripture is inspired by God" (2 Timothy 3:16).

« “There is no prophecy of scripture that is a matter
of personal interpretation, for no prophecy ever
came through human will; but rather human
beings moved by the holy Spirit spoke under the
influence of God" (2 Peter 1:20-21).

Understanding Inspiration

A book that has both divine and human authorship
is unique in human history. We cannot compare
the Bible and its origins with any other book or
type of writing. So when we talk about inspiration,
we are dealing with a mystery of faith. By calling

it a mystery, we do not mean that it is totally
beyond our understanding, It simply means that
there is much more to inspiration than we will
ever fully understand.

Giugo Il a monk and Christian mystic, gave this advice
on ways to be fed by the Bible:

- e a short: passage that appeals to you.
1 ey e oy S is

* Savor th y
into your heart.”

true meaning.

-1

- s X o
¢ Give the words time to become part of you, to “go

ying th

Ask the Holy Spirit to give you a taste of the passage’s

# Have the young people read the
‘{‘oll/?kol\,hi- provoker on page 34.
Encourage the young people to pray in
this manner during the coming week.

@ Ask a volunteer to summarize
Scripture Insight on page 33. Then
invite the young people to do a breath
meditation in which they close their
eyes and breathe deeply. Guide them
with the following directions, speaking
slowly and softly:
e As you breathe in, be conscious of
the Holy Spirit entering into you.
 As you breathe out, feel yourself
expelling negative thoughts and
fears.
e Enjoy the sensation of the Holy Spirit
breathing in you, a beloved son or
daughter of God.

# Direct attention to the reproduction

of Fra Angelico’s painting on page 32.

Share the identifications of the biblical

figures shown.

* outer circle, moving clockwise from
top: Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Micah, Jonas,
Joel, Malachi, Ezra, Daniel, Isaac, King
David, Moses, King Solomon

e inner circle: Peter, Mark, Jude, Luke,
Jacob, Matthew, Paul, John

Note: Jacob connects the Old and

New Testaments because he was the
father of Joseph, the husband of Mary.

33



Presentation (cont’d)

# Have the young people form small
time-traveling groups. Each group is
visiting the sixteenth century. The
group members are with people who
have just heard Copernicus’s theory
about the Earth and the Sun. Have the
groups roleplay the reactions in the
crowd. Then work together to prepare
explanations about the truths in
Scripture.

Allow about ten minutes for the groups
to “get their acts together;” then have
them give their presentations to the
entire group.

# Have volunteers summarize “The
Real Truth.” Ask, “What truth of faith
does the Genesis account of creation
teach us?”

Discuss with the young people the
statements they underlined on pages
34 through 36. Have them highlight
the key concepts highlighted here.

34

That being the case, what can
we say about God's activity in

inspiring the human authors? In a

marvelous way God somehow moved

the minds of the human authors. He did

this so that they could produce works they
otherwise would not have been able to write.

For example, the powerful and yet loving portrait
of God given to us by Paul in his letters could
never have come from Paul alone. Nevertheless,

in moving Paul's mind and heart, God respected
his freedom. That is why Paul's letters are different
from other books of the Bible. The letters are truly
the work of Paul and inspired by God, too. Both
God and Paul are the authors.

How exactly did the Holy Spirit inspire the human
authors? The Holy Spirit guided them in the
content of their writing and in choosing the truth
God wanted taught. The human authors looked
at the traditions of the faith community and the
opinions that were held by different members of
that community. Under the influence of the Holy
Spirit,they made the right choices that would
transmit the truth God intended for all people.

‘When people of faith come to the Bible and enter
‘more deeply into the mystery of inspiration, they
come face-to-face with the divine word. The
Catechism expresses this beautifully: “In Sacred
Scripture, the Church constantly finds her

her strength, for she wel
not as a human word, but as what it really i, the
‘word of God.' 'In the sacred books, the Father who
isin heaven comes lovingly to meet his children,
and talks with them” (104).

‘2—'4.’ Use ane of the Seripture passages in
today's lesson as part of your evening prayer.
Write your passage here.

The Real Truth

Does being inspired mean that the Bible cannot
contain any errors? The answer is yes if we
‘mean that the Bible does not contain any errors
about the truths of faith. But what about the
truths of history and science? Before modern
times, questions of faith, history, and science
were all mixed together without any distinctions.
In fact most people felt that the Bible was
concerned with more than just questions of
faith. They looked to the Bible to answer just
about every kind of question, even those dealing
with science.

‘Things began to change in the sixtcenth century,
during the time of Copernicus. He was a Polish
astronomer whose theories about the movement of
the Sun challenged the way people looked at their
‘world. Unil that time people thought that the
‘whole universe revolved around planet Earth. Earh
and humankind formed the center of everything,




e evidence for this Earth-centered existence was
ey 0 5ee. Peaple’ everyday experience led them
' Selieve that the Sun revolved around Earth, The
s “rose” in the east and *set” in the west.

W was more than visual evidence, however.
ple thought the Bible itself, God's holy word,
' fed to an Earth-centered world. According to
| reading of Scripture, God put the Sun, the
"W, and the stars in the sky for our benefit. Think
e happened when Copernicus said that Earth
\sdved around the Sun. No longer was Earth the
b ter of the universe. Copernicus’s theory seemed
" sean that we could not trust our experience and
the Bible was in error. If the Bible was wrong
B this, could it be wrong in other areas?
tinie it has become clear that the truth of
is the truth of faith, truths for our
n. The Bible does not teach every kind of
the world. Tt is not our primary source for

the truth of history or science, for example. The
Church teaches that *the books of Scripture must
be acknowledged as teaching firmly, faithfully,
and without error that truth which God wanted
putinto the sacred writings for the sake of our
salvation” (Divine Revelation, 11).

The Church’s Book

Knowing about inspiration helps us to understand
how the Church chose the writings that would
be part of the Bible. Afterall, there were many
important writings that were held in high esteem
and circulated among the various communities of
the carly Church. Along with the seventy-three
books chosen to be in the Bible, there were the
beautiful letters of Ignatius of Antioch and those
of Clement of Rome, just to name a few. There
were even other gospel accounts besides those of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. One of the most
famous was called the Gospel of Thomas.

Trallians (9) written by Ignatius of Antioch.

y l Share the following excerpt from the Letter to the

Close your ears, then, to any talk that ignores Jesus Christ,
of David’s lineage, of Mary. He was really born, ate and
drank; was really persecuted in the days of Pontius Pilate,
was really crucified and died, in the sight of all heaven

and earth and the underworld. He was really raised from

the dead.

# Ask the young people to explain the
Church’s use of the word canon. (the
measuring rod of faith) On the board
write canon of Scripture. Have a volun-
teer define the term. (the official list of
biblical books)

@ Have volunteers explain why we say
that the Bible is the Church’s book.
They should include the points explained
in the last paragraph of “The Church’s
Book” on page 36.

# Have a volunteer summarize Catholic
Teachings on page 36.

35



Presentation (cont’d)

# Discuss the Y- thought provoker
on page 36.

# Direct the young people’s attention
to the photo on page 36. Explain that
the person is holding up the lectionary
used during liturgical celebrations.
Explain that listening intently to the
Scripture read during these celebra-
tions will help us to realize that “the
Church carries in her Tradition the liv-
ing memorial of God’s Word”
(Catechism, 113).

# Distribute the handout True Colors.
Have the young people work with a
partner. Invite volunteers to share their
colorful petitions.

Conclusion ___ min.

gHave the young people respond
in their journals to the first
question of Things to Share and the
second question of Things to Think
About.

Then discuss together the first question
of Things to Think About.

# Direct attention to Words to
Remember. Both terms are on page 36.

Assessment: If you plan to administer
Chapter 4 Assessment, page 37A, allow
about ten minutes for its completion.

From all the writings that were in circulation, the
e iy ey St i

ly
How did the Church do this? For one thing, it
saw in these books a certain sublime quality that
other works just did not have. More than this,
the books seen as sacred played a special role in
the faith life of the Church. They expressed the
Church's apostolic tradition and origin. They had
a real authority about them. Most important, the
Church saw in these books a true and necessary
reflection that mirrored its own faith.

Already in apostolic times the books of the
Old Testament were accepted as Scripture.
By the beginning of the second century,
official lists of New Testament books were
‘being developed. In fact, by AD. 200 a
Christian writer named Tertullian was
the first to use the term New Testament.
Christians saw in these books standards
of their faith and practice.

‘The seventy-three books of the Bible

are called the canon of Sacred Scripture.
The English word canon comes from a
Greek word meaning *measuring rod.”

In the Church it came to signify a measuring rod
of faith. Catholics use the word when speaking
about the official list of biblical books, the canon
of Seripture. 3
From all this we can truly see that the Bible

is the Church's book. It was the Church that
assembled these books. It is the Church that

has passed them on through the centuries. It is.
the Church that interprets them in the light of
its own tradition. The Bible comes from the
Church and serves the Church. The Catechism
states this very beautifully: *Sacred Scripture is
written principally in the Church’s heart rather
than in documents and records, for the Church
carries in her Tradition the living memorial of
God's Word" (113).

QUL The Catechism losaes dat i Srpoe

o “the Father who s in heaven comes lovingly!
to meet his children and talk with them” (104). How
‘might these words affect you each time you read or listen
to Seripture?

CAlHolic FACHINGS
bout Inspiration
This is what the Second Vatican Counci]
ot o Hly
, relying on the belief.
the apostles, holds that the bo:ks oxf lv:z[b

it inspiration of the Hol
:pm( they have God as their xudno: ar:iy
mi:‘ebe-enbmdedon.lsmchmlbe

1eh” (Divine Revelasion, 11),

Answers for Chapter 4 Assessment
- 2.c 5 3ub e 5.b
6.c 7.d 8a 9.b 10.See page 36.

36



Someone asks you whether the
Bible was written by God or 5
hardEERe el | | training for those who read
o respond? [ the Scripture at Mass. Find
. out how your parish prepares
s of your frienc lieves that /
 everything in the Bible is literally

true. What example might you
~ give to show that the Catholic

approach to the Bible is not like

# fundamentalist’s view?

2 e L T
7 | Many parishes have special

lectors (readers) for this
important ministry.

Is the Old Testament as [
important to us as the New ,’ | Find and define or identify:
Testament? What do you think? [ ,l i

What does it mean to you to I
know that Scripture is written [l
in the “Church’s heart™? b &

canon of Seripture

SAiD] seonl)
Wﬁ/ i e

Conclusion (cont’d)

ST A signment

¥/Read pages 38-45. Underline in
pencil the statements that express
six main ideas.

v Prepare your response for the second
question of Things to Share. Be pre-
pared to share your response at the
beginning of the next session.

# Encourage the young people to
share Highlights for Home, page 378,
with their families.

Closing Prayer: Write on the board
the following Prayer Before Reading
Scripture. Pray the words together.

Give me a word,

O Word of the Father,

touch my heart:

enlighten the understandings

of my heart:

open my lips and fill them

with your praise

human authors wote Scrip A

 copies of handout The Truth of History, page 38C

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit? Do they

 copies of Chapter 5 Assessment, page 45A

me&bk-wmw ervors

 copies of Highlights for Home, page 45B

the truths of faith?

e lyrics of a song about Jesus, the Light of the World

 drawing paper

37



ssessment

“ In the Bible

a. there are no errors about the
truths of faith.

b. the scientific theory of
evolution is explained.

c. God is not heard.

d. all authors write in the same
way.

The image of inspiration that best
helps us to understand its true
meaning is

a. a flowing stream.

b. a quill pen.

c. the “breath of God.”

d. rainbow of color.

The Church chose the books of
the canon for their

a. interesting stories.

b. authority.

€. non-expression of tradition.
d. “headline” quality.

Both the Old and New
Testaments

a. are sacred and canonical.
b. teach accurate science.

c. teach accurate geography.
d. are completely historical.

Jesus and members of the early
Church used the word Scripture to
refer to

a. the Gospel of Thomas.

b. the Old Testament.

c. all the gospels.

d. the New Testament.

HANDOUT

ﬂ Before the time of Christ, belief in
biblical inspiration was __in
Judaism.

a. not considered
b. not common
€. common

d. condemned

___ was the first person to use the
term New Testament.

a. Thomas

b. The Second Vatican Council

c. Saint Paul

d. Tertullian

God'’s revelation, passed on by
word of mouth, became

a. tradition.

b. unacceptable.

<. unimportant.

d. unnecessary.

___ books of the Bible are called
the canon of Sacred Scripture
a. Only the Old Testament

b. The seventy-three

c. Only the New Testament

d. Only the historical

Explain briefly why we say that
Scripture is written “principally in
the Church’s heart.”

© William H. Sadiier, Inc. Permission to duplicate is granted to the users of the Faith and Witness Program.




CHAPTER 4: The Church’s Book

ighlights for

Focus on Faith

his chapter helps our young
people to c]sriFy two sim-
ple facts about the Bible.

The first is that “All scripture is
inspired by God” (2 Timothy 3:16).
The second is that the truth of
Scripture is the truth of faith,
truths for our salvation. It is impor-
tant for us to realize that the Bible
does not teach every kind of truth
in the world. We do not depend on
the Bible for accuracy in the truths
of history or science. The Bible
teaches us “that truth which God
wanted to put into the sacred writ-
ings,” as the Second Vatican
Council explained in its document
on Divine Revelation (11).

The Holy Spirit, inspired the human
authors in the content of their
writing and in choosing the truth
God wanted taught. It was under
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
that the human authors of the Bible
made the right choices, choices that
would transmit the truth God
intended for all people.

omé

Conversation Starters
....afew ideas to talk about together. . . .

¢ What do we mean when we say, “The Bible does not
teach every kind of truth in the world”?

+ For me, why is it important to know that the Bible is
the Church’s book?

Feature Focus

i The Catholic Teachings feature on page 36 assures us that

all the books in the canon of Scripture were inspired by
the Holy Spirit and chosen by the Church to express its
apostolic tradition and its faith.

Reflection

The photograph on pages 30 and 31 is a photo of the
Northern Lights, enhanced by the addition of color. The
Northern Lights, usually white in a dark sky, can now be
seen in a new dimension. They remain the Northern
Lights, but, through color, they engage our senses in a
new way.

The authors of the Bible wrote human words under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. How does the word of God
color your life in a new way?

The writers of the Old Testament used the cycles of
nature and the heavenly bodies—the rising of the sun
and its setting, the order of the stars, the thunder and
lightning of a sudden storm—to express their relation-
ship with God. Think of the splendor of the Northern
Lights as you pray:

Your word, Lorp, stands forever;

it is firm as the heavens.

Psalm 119:89
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